The Links, Incorporated
Columbia Maryland Chapter

Executive Committee Meeting (May 2026)
Wednesday, April 29, 2026  |  7:15 PM – 8:30 PM
Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 854 9539 5336

ADMINISTRATION
· Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:20 PM by Madam President Diana Smith Smith Coleman. The minutes were recorded by the Recording Secretary, Link Chinyere Stinson Watson. Madam President shared a brief Linkspiration around sisterhood. The agenda was adopted by Link Myra J. Franklin Smith and seconded by Link Diana Smith Coleman.Link Myra J.Franklin made a motion to adopt the agenda.  The April 8, 2026 Executive Committee Meeting meeting minutes were not available for approval at this time; they will be reviewed and approved at the next Executive Committee meeting.
· President’s Report: Madam President provided her report. She shared National updates, including endowment information for Link sisters interested in participating. Dues must be submitted to National Headquarters by April 30th. Members were reminded to check their email for a message requesting a minimum $5 contribution toward the new National officers’ gift, to be submitted by June 5, 2026. This is a gift to the outgoing National President. Information regarding the 45th National Assembly was also sent to members. Members were reminded about the upcoming elections, registration dates, and the support of chapter member Link Lisa Loury Lomas for National Vice President. Madam President also reviewed the other candidates running for office. Eastern Area updates were shared, including the Eastern Area mobile app, the EA scarf, and the luncheon at the National Assembly. Members were reminded of member engagement activities and Eastern Area priorities, including Women’s Reproductive Freedom, Public Safety, and Economic Empowerment. Area Member Updates were also reviewed. The anticipated date for the Executive Committee Strategic Planning Retreat is July 11th.
· Vice President’s Report & New Member Orientation Update: Madam Vice President shared an update on the Induction Ceremony. The Induction Ceremony is at 4:00 PM at Cattail Creek. Dinner is at 5:00 PM and a Chapter photo will be taken at 6:00 PM. There will be table assignments for 54 people seated over 6 tables, with inductees spread among the tables. The final Service Hours submission  will be submitted to National Headquarters on April 30th.
Recording & Corresponding Secretary Reports
· Link Chinyere Stinson Watson shared an update on the Facet and Committee sign-up sheet that was circulated at the March chapter meeting.
Financial Report
· The May 2026 Financial report was shared by Link Melanie Brown. She reviewed the funds received for February and March for the chapter and the foundation. The assessment is $494, due August 31st, and should be written to the chapter. She also reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the Operating, Restricted, and Program Budgets.

STRATEGY, PROGRAMMING & POLICY
· Strategic Planning Update: Link Judy Lynn Smith mentioned the Executive Committee Retreat on July 11th and the Chapter Retreat on September 12th.
· Programming Update: Link Regina Little commended Link Greta Carey Peoples for her years of service on the Services to Youth Facet.
· Parliamentarian Update: the modification to the Bylaws based on the Eastern Area Review and the two proposed Bylaws amendments to be voted on in May.

· : Link Vivian Moore Lawyer reminded members of the modification to the Eastern Area review and the two proposals to be voted on in May.
· 
COMMITTEE UPDATES
· Fundraising: No update was provided.
· Scholarship: Link Raven Hill reported on the Link Scholar end-of-year reception on May 30th and shared that a Links Scholar is looking for summer job opportunities.

FACETS
· Arts: Link Lisa Cooper-Lucas provided the update. The Facet is still looking to pivot given the changes with Peabody. They will not focus on just one major event, but will also explore fundraising opportunities and recognizing high school students with a literary book event.
· Health & Human Services (HHS): Link Audra Nixon provided the report, thanking those who supported their events this year, and discussed future events and changes.
· International Trends & Services (ITS): Link Diane provided the update on their last Fueling the Dragons event in April. The Facet is preparing for the Train the Trainer model this summer.
· Services to Youth (STY): Link Raven Hill shared that the end-of-year celebration is coming up, along with some upcoming planning events.
· National Trends & Services (NTS): Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway provided the update, reviewing recent events including dinners at Grassroots and National Social Action initiatives.

JOYS & CONCERNS
· Madam President thanked the leadership and Executive  BoardCommittee, with special thanks to Link Judy Lynn Smith and Link Regina Little for their programming leadership.
· Link Regina Little announced that she got engaged.
· Link Jo-Emily shared that her grandson is graduating from college Magna Cum Laude.
· Link Audra Nixon thanked Madam President for her first year of leadership.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM.
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