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By Wes Gutting

Wes Gutting is the head designer at
Wes Gutting Digital.

This case study was created to
present his expertise in an easily-
digestible manner.

He can be reached by sending an
email to: wes@wesgutting.com



ROKA TREE DEISGNS

Roka Tree Designs is an organization based in Richmond, VA
that provides easy, fun, and worthwhile classes to anyone that
would like to learn Crochet or Needle Felting.

They reached out to me to create their WordPress site theme
from scratch.

What followed was a multi-step process of idea generation,
design mock ups, theme development, and finally
implementation of the custom theme onto WordPress.
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PROJECT GOALS

First, The owner and | sat down for multiple strategy sessions to discuss where the site
stood at the time, and the options going forward.

The owner expressed an interest in a modern, responsive website, without too much fluff.
The primary function of the site would be to host a blog to drive traffic to her Crochet
Classes.

In addition, the site should be e-commerce ready, and have the functionality to allow
bookings for said Classes.

The owner also expressed interest in linking to social pages, and to boost traffic through
some basic SEO tactics.
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Heading

At vero ens et accusamus 1 lusto odio dignissimos ducimus qui blanditiis praesentium voluptatum delenit| atque
corrupti quos dolores et quas molestias excepturi sint occaecati cupiditate non provident, similique suntin
culpa qui officia deserunt mollitia anim|, id est laborum et dolorum fuga. Et harum quidem rerum facilis est et

expedita distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis est eligendi optio cumque nihil Impedit quo minus id
quod maxime placeat facere possimus, omnis volu, sumenda est, omnis dolor repellendus, Temporibus
autem quibusdam et aut officiis debitis aut rerum necessitatibus saepe eveniet ut et voluptates repudiandae sint
et molestiae non recusandae. Itague earum rerum hic tenetur a sapiente delectus, ut aut reiciendis voluptatibus
malores alias consequatur aut perferendis doloribus asperiores repellat
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Et harum quidem rerum facilis est et expedita distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis est eligendi optio
cumaque nihilimpedit quo minus id quod maxime placeat facere possimus, omnis voluptas assumenda est, omnis
dolor repellendus. Temporibus autem quibusdam et aut officiis debitis aut rerum nece:

atibus saepe eveniet ut

et voluptates repudiandae sint et molestiae non recusandae, Itaque earum rerum hic tenetur a sapiente delectus,
ut aut reiciendis voluptatibus maiores alias consequatur aut perferendis doloribus asperiores repeliat. PaCkage Name
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Et harum quidem rerum facills est et expedita distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis est eligendi optio
cumaque nihilimpedit
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OUR SOLUTION

After the initial strategy calls, | created a site mock up in Figma, with placeholders for
images, text, buttons, and more. Using Figma provided a strong foundation for further
development efforts. | designed custom blog post listings, custom templates for those blog
posts, and custom cards to display all options for the classes the owner offered through
the site.

Shortly after the mock ups were complete, | had another call with the owner to discuss the
implementation of the functionality listed above. For the primary fucntion of hosting blog
posts, we had already decided on WordPress, with hosting provided by WordPress.com*
For the e-commerce functionality we decided on woo-commerce, which is the industry-
standard plugin to add this functionality to WordPress. Finally, we decided on Bookly to
implement the booking organization of Crochet Classes.

Next, | focused on the layout of the pages themselves, the homepage is the first one |
completed. Using custom WordPress functions and CSS tags, | created form-fitting
headings, paragraphs, and cards for a brief introduction and the class listing. Following
that was the about page, on which | opted to include some images and a brief text section
about the owner. Finally came the blog post templates themselves.

After the implementation of the static portions of the site, | installed the Bookly and
WooCommerce plugins, and got to work customizing the default text, colors, buttons, and
more to fit in with our desired brand image.

*WordPress is an open-source framework for blog posts, while WordPress.com offers
paid hosting of that platform
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RESULTS

After this work was completed we ended up with a modern, responsive, and appealing
website.

The site has fast load times, contributing to a stellar lighthouse score. The functionality all
works great, with minimal friction between components.

Finally, the whole site has been optimized for a high page raking through inventive SEO
strategies.

Analytics has been integrated from the start, allowing us to gain significant insights to
page viewers and conversion rates.
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INSIGHTS

The largest issues | had to overcome were my project management skills: keeping files in
order and managing scope creep, all while making progress every day.

Backing up the project was something | learned the hard way; after losing all progress due
to a corrupted file.

| also learned Docker to quickly spin up a development environment, and to keep
everything contained within a specific directory.

Strategy calls are difficult to finish, and plans are hard to boil down to specifics.

Budget overruns were avoided, and the project finished quickly, all things considered.
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WEB | BRAND | COPY

w DIGITAL

Wes Gutting Digital is a full-service brand strategy outfit that crafts
your online identity to drive traffic, generate leads, and convert
customers. We are based in Richmond, Virginia.

Web

Your online presence starts with an appealing website. If you are
looking to get your site refreshed, or just need an entirely new design,
our team of specialists are here to help you shine.

Brand

Every business needs a strong visual identity, and an even stronger
personality. Our experts carefully design your brand's look, feel, and
overall appearance. Let's make your brand stand out, and stay
remembered.

Copy

Everything starts with powerful, effective words: be it a landing page,
video script, or ad placement. Every WGD client receives a
complimentary copy analysis, complete with paths for improvement.

TALK TO AN EXPERT

Let's get started

GET IN TOUCH


https://www.wesgutting.com/contact-me

CONNECTING
YOUR
BUSINESS

WHEREVER

YOU
ARE
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