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Cost is still considered

Money matters, but isn't the main driver. 

While environmental impact and family care lead the conversation, 10% of 

respondents ranked cost as their #1 priority for final arrangements. 

What matters most for your arrangements?

Cost 10%

This indicates that while families are increasingly willing to prioritize values over 

price, practical financial considerations remain important for a meaningful 

segment of the market.

Traditional Full Service Burial $8,300+

Full Service Cremation $6,280+

Soil Transformation $5,450+

Source: 2023 NFDA General Price List study

According to industry data, 

families choosing soil 

transformation save 

significantly compared to 

traditional alternatives.

earthfuneral.com Page 9
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Rejecting an American standard

Only 3% of respondents considered traditional burial.

Traditional casket burial was once the American standard. Today, it has virtually 

disappeared from consideration. Only 3% of respondents considered traditional burial 

while making their end-of-life plans.

What other option are you seriously considering besides Earth Funeral?

35% 3% 26%

Cremation Traditional burial Green burial

What's driving 
this rejection? 

Among respondents, 38% 

sought "a more natural process" 

while 24% wanted "something 

more aligned with my values."

What made you want to explore options beyond 

traditional burial or cremation?

38%

Desire for a more natural process

24%

Wanted something more aligned with my values

For generations, traditional burial, complete with embalming, caskets, and burial 

vaults, defined American deathcare. Yet among families seeking environmentally 

conscious alternatives, nearly 98% have moved beyond this model entirely.

earthfuneral.com Page 10
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The new American standard

Families embrace natural death options.

For 91% of families, environmental impact has become the primary consideration 

in end-of-life planning. This represents a fundamental shift from traditional decision-

making factors like cost or convenience to values-based choices that reflect a 

family's commitment to sustainability.

How important is it that your arrangements help the environment? 

Very Important 91%

This environmental consciousness extends far beyond Earth Funeral families. 

According to the National Funeral Directors Association 2024 report, 68% of 

Americans said they were interested in exploring more eco-friendly funeral and 

final disposition options.

Americans exploring more eco-friendly funerals 68%

Environmental values have fundamentally 

reshaped American death care preferences, with 

the vast majority now prioritizing options that 

help rather than harm the planet.
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