
ELLIS SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?



OUMY DIOP
Born in SENEGAL, WEST AFRICA

GRADUATED FROM ST. JOHN FISHER

UNIVERSITY

Mother of a bright 7 year old

daughter , anna :)

MajorED in EDUCATION & PSYCHOLOGY

CURRENTLY TEACHING PRE-K AT

UNCOMMON SCHOOLS (BROOKLYN, NY)



EMELY LOPEZ
Born in SAN PEDRO SULA, HONDURAS

JUNIOR AT SUNY ONEONTA

Majoring in COMPUTER SCIENCE 

MANTRA TO PERSIST THROUGH LIFE CHALLENGES:

“EVERY CHALLENGE HELPS ME GROW. IF I AVOID IT,

I MISS THE CHANCE TO BECOME A BETTER ME.”



DENIERIS MARTE
Born in LA VEGA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

SOPHOMORE AT RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Majoring in SOCIAL WORK

“FAILURE IS NOT AN OPTION”

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER

AT RIPIN- A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT

PROVIDES ASSISTANCE TO RHODE ISLAND RESIDENTS IN

NEED OF NAVIGATING THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM



BOUBACAR JALLOH
Born in sierra leone, west africa

GRADUATE OF SUNY ONEONTA

MajorED in criminal justice

“when things are difficult i remind myself

that it’s temporary and it’s an opportunity

for me to learn and grow.”

pursue employment with the ny State

troopers



SABRIELA CELADO
Born in santo dominigo,

dominican republic

SOPHOMORE AT CUNY BOROUGH OF

MANHATTAN COLLEGE

Majoring in finance

“focus on the things i can

control.”



ASHMEL  MARTINEZ
Born in LA VEGA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

CURRENT JUNIOR AT CUNY CITY COLLEGE

Majoring in PSYCHOLOGY

FAVORITE QUOTE THAT HELPS HER PERSIST

THROUGH DIFFICULT CHALLENGES “YOU MAY

WRITE ME DOWN IN HISTORY WITH YOUR

BITTER, TWISTED LIES, YOU MAY TROD ME IN

THE VERY DIRT, BUT STILL, LIKE DUST, I’LL

RISE” --MAYA ANGELOU



FIONA YOUGANG NOUMBI
Born in cameroon, west africa

SENIOR AT SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Majoring in architecture

awarded the dean’s list scholarship

“Keep pushing forward even when

life is difficult... doesn’t mean it

won’t get better.”



DIOROBO SOUMARE
Born in MALI, WEST AFRICA

JUNIOR AT MARYMOUNT MANHATTAN

COLLEGE

Majoring in BUSINESS MARKETING

“in front of every dark tunnel

there is light... challenging

times ARE TEMPORARY.”



AMADOU BARRY
Born in guinea, west africa
SENIOR AT HOLY CROSS COLLEGE

Majoring in accounting
“i am strong and ambitious. i

remind myself of my goals when i
feel like quitting. it keeps me

moving forward no matter how
long it takes”



ALPHA SYLLA
raised in conakry guinea,

west africa
JUNIOR AT NIAGARA UNIVERSITY

Majoring in BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

“challenges are normal and
temporary.  we have to face

them.”



ZAKARIA KOUMBASSA
Born in GUINEA, WEST AFRICA

JUNIOR AT ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF

TECHNOLOGY

Majoring in MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION SYSTEM

“I CAN CONTROL MY EFFORTS NOT THE

OUTCOME. IF I TRY MY BEST EVERY

RESULT IS A LESSON AND BLESSING.” 



MIMI KANTE
Born in IVORY COAST, WEST AFRICA

SENIOR AT ST. JOHN FISHER
UNIVERSITY

Majoring in POLITICAL SCIENCE
(FUTURE IMMIGRATION LAWYER)

WHEN THINGS ARE HARD OR
STRESSFUL I WON’T RUN. THINGS HAVE

TO GET DONE AND I AM CAPABLE.



RAUL BONILLA
Born in SANTO DOMINGO,

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
JUNIOR AT ST. LAWRENCE

UNIVERSITY
Majoring in POLITICAL SCIENCE 

“THERE ARE PEOPLE HAVING A HRDER
TIME IN LIFE. IF THEY CAN DO IT SO
CAN I.” “I ALSO LOOK BACK AND SEE

HOW FAR I HAVE COME.”



LIHN PHAM
Born in DA LAT, VIETNAM

SENIOR AT UNIVERSITY OF

ROCHESTER

Majoring in ACCOUNTING

“THE ONLY WAY OUT IS THROUGH”

ROBERT FROST



LORENS SANQUINTIN
Born in SANTO DOMINGO,

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
FRESHMAN AT CUNY GUTTMAN

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Majoring in PSYCHOLOGY 
“THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME
LORENS... IF I FACED IT IN THE

PAST I CAN DO IT AGAIN.” 



AWA TRAORE
Born in mali, west africa

JUNIOR AT SUNY ONEONTA

Majoring in criminal justice

“I came to this country for a

opportunities, freedom, and

endless possibilities.”



YOHANSEL GARCIA
Born in santo domingo, dominican

republic

FRESHMAN AT CLARKSON UNIVERSITY 

Majoring in computer engineering 

“time goes by quickly... we need to

take advantage of the time before it

becomes the past.”



NATALY MARTINEZ
Born in uruguay

FRESHMAN AT ITHACA
COLLEGE

Majoring in sports
management

“do it for your future
self.”



ASHER MARTE
Born in santiago, dominican

republic
FRESHMAN AT PARSONS THE

NEW SCHOOL
Majoring in performing arts 

“life can end at any
moment... enjoy every

second.” 



STHEYSIS GENAO
Born in nagua, dominican republic

FRESHMAN AT ITHACA COLLEGE

Majoring in ARCHITECTURE

“even if you’re not good at

everything, the most important

thing is to enjoy the process of

learning.”



Thank You So Much


