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The Fed’s Dilemmas & Distractions

“Do not assume anything Obi-Wan. Clear your mind must be if you are to discover the real villains behind this plot. “—

Master Yoda, Star Wars

o The palpable relief over somewhat cooler-than-expected US CPI reveals underlying tensions within the
Fed amid diverging views on pertinent (for policy) risks.

o The upshot though is that all this agonizing over opposing inflation and jobs risks —and for some stagflation-
type dilemma - that divides the Fed is justifiable, but ultimately a distraction from the overarching, albeit
obscured, threat of “too little, too late”.

o More so, given weak underlying demand dynamics set to override, tariff-induced price shocks, which are
more likely to fade than fester.

o Point being, risk of inflationary spirals are contained as neither the post-pandemic, pent-up “YOLO*” demand

agitations nor any price shock akin to the persistent “oil shock” of the 1970s are likely to be sustained.

o Especially not when adverse tariff shocks, fragile confidence, softening job sentiments and disinflationary energy
dynamics conspire to dampen overheating risks from demand-pull and wage-price dynamics.

o Hence, even if dovish inclinations are presently hamstrung by prominent inflation risks, demand deficiency will
overtake as the more persistent threat, warranting further policy easing.

o Nonetheless, the current policy quagmire is unavoidable given acute uncertainty. And so, the probability of

belated policy response rises.

o But the greater intervening risk is perceived challenges to policy independence from misguided political

interference that undermine policy credibility and complicate policy calculus.

o Ultimately, the greatest policy danger is from high-stakes US geoeconomic adventurism, inadvertently
gambling with USD’s reserve currency dominance alongside UST reserve asset allure.
o Resultant USD debasement threats as US credit worthiness takes a knock in the wake of geoeconomic-fiscal

upheaval will feature as structurally higher term premium.

o In any case, fiscal slippage woes, stagflation risks, and Fed easing (further out) will steepen the curve.
o Wrap: Runaway inflation risk is a red herring. But impaired transmission** poses a serious problem,

compounded by impeded rate cuts amid superficially conflicting risks. Attacks on Fed independence and

“de-dollarization” risks are the Fed’s greater structural challenges.

o Ripples Beyond (the Fed): The repercussions from which are not just profound but pervasive.

a. Sharper Fed rate catch-down later in 2026 may cyclically induce enlarged volatility in JPY, AUD, NZD
(given relatively divergent hawkish BoJ, RBA and RBNZ).
b. Structurally, surge in demand for non-fiat monetary alternatives (e.g. Gold), at the expense of “stable

portfolio returns”, could perversely incentivize greater, compensatory, risk-taking elsewhere.
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Yet, amid structurally higher term premium means that risk re-pricing may be more pronounced and

differentiated as significantly and durably term premium conspires with more intense demand for

capital (accentuated by Al capex demand). This sets up EMs for sharper differentiation along fiscal-

monetary and governance risks.

* “YOLO” is shorthand for “you live only once” approach that prioritizes gratification/consumption over

associated risks and resultant debt/future liabilities.

** Evident in sticky long-end yields (holding above 4% despite a cumulative 175bp of rate cuts.

Taylor Rule: Policy Setting Deliberately More Restrictive amid
perceptions of Robust Economy & Lingering inflation risks ... but
Response Function Has Shifts Dynamically as Downside Risks

Mount.
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Quit Rates Moderating Below Pre-COVID Trend Suggests Softer

s Jobs. Assuages Wage Inflation Risks. More Pipeline Cooling

expected & 6-9 month Lag Warns of Being Too Slow on Cuts.
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“Sell America” Ultimately Most Acute in USD =» Where the Buck Stops
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UST Yields (%): Higher Ultralong-End & Sticky Long-End as Fiscal Woes
Collide with USD/UST Reserve Asset Doubts. Overrides Fed's (Cumulateive
175bp of) Cuts since Late-2024 Rate Cuts.

6.0

—2Y UST
30

Jan-23 Apr-23 Jul-23 Oct-23 Jan-24 Apr-24 Jul-24 Oct-24 Jan-25 Apr-25 Jul-25 Oct-25 Jan-26

—5Y UST ——10Y UST ———30Y UST - .= FFR Upper Limit

100

50

=

-50

-100

-150

=200

Real 30Y-2Y UST Yield/Spread: Even without QE, a Deeper Fed rate cut
4.0 cycle ought to Widen 30-2Y Spreads (Steeper Curve!) 300
Crucially, with 30Y Actively Diverging from 2Y
3.0
/100
20 "Taper Tantrums"
\
1
lI 100
1.0 \
{ 1
]
0.0 i

-1.0

-100

i Fed

% Easing
Cycle 200
3.0 lalongside
Real 30-2 Spreads ——Real 30 Yields isel
——Real 2Y ——Real Policy vs. Target 1America”.

-4.0 i 300
ANNANNNNNSIITNNNOOONNNONVNNNNOCOHTHHNNNMNMM T T HNWWLO
R A A A R S
RS ERRReRE PR R R AR GG RGN R RRoRR gRReRARRR e
—\Eg%—\Ew—\Em—\E&HE‘%—\E‘%—\EwﬁE&ﬂE\%-ﬂE‘%—\EgﬁEm—\Eg—\z‘%—\

Change in Fed Funds Rate & Yields (bp)

n
40
7 I
[ |
[ |

12

! 0
= ||
I l - -y I .
798
20 = 17
a7 -34
£ 43
) -\
15 : s
o 45
m2Y UST B5YUST
m10YUST 30V UST A
DFed Funds Rate Ll
-175
Since Reciprocal YTD chg (bp) Since Elections Since Fed Cuts lyChg
Tariffs (end-March)
30Y UST Yields: Real Yields Have On Sustained, Structural (?)
Ascendancy arguably related to "Sell America" Factors. Whereas
longer-term Inflation Expectations (BE) have been Far Steadier
(Not as Lofty as it has been at the Front-end).
'\ )l
# "/
ERCRLIE, ¥ P CRRTAAR, b e [ J
—30Y UST —Real 30Y Yields
—30Y BE
HeEHEANNNMNMNNT S TNNNOOONNN 000NN NOO0OHHHNNNMMNM T S TN
HﬂHH\—iHﬁHﬁF‘(r‘iF‘!F’!ﬁ(F‘iF‘!r"TFI'F‘H"‘FfﬁHHq—(!—!NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

RN O RO el PR e nd

>AC>0CH0C

Ja

Vishnu Varathan | Head, Macro Research, Asia ex-Japan

3/5



Mizuho | Brief — Economics & Strategy, Asia ex-Japan

MARKET COMMENTARY DISCLAIMER
THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT A RESEARCH REPORT AND IS NOT INTENDED AS SUCH.

Unless stated otherwise in the country specific distribution information below, this document has not been prepared in accordance with legal requirements in any country or jurisdiction
designed to promote the independence of investment research and is not subject to any prohibition on dealing ahead of the dissemination of investment research. It is intended for
informational purposes only and does not purport to make any investment recommendations.

This document has been prepared solely for the information of the intended recipients. Recipients in any jurisdiction should contact your usual Mizuho contact in relation to any matters
arising from, or in connection, with this document.

This document has been prepared by Mizuho Bank, Ltd., Singapore Branch (“MBSG”), a full bank, exempt capital markets services entity and exempt financial adviser regulated by the
Monetary Authority of Singapore (“MAS”), Mizuho Bank, Ltd., Hong Kong Branch (“MBHK?”), a licensed bank regulated by the Hong Kong Monetary Authority, with business address at
12/F, K11 Atelier, 18 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong, Mizuho Bank, Ltd., Sydney Branch, an authorised deposit-taking institution regulated by the Australian
Prudential Regulation Authority and holder of an Australian financial services licence (“MBAU”), Mizuho Securities Asia Limited (“MHSA”), licensed and regulated by the Hong Kong
Securities and Futures Commission and/or Mizuho Securities (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. (‘MHSS”), a holder of a capital markets services licence and an exempt financial adviser regulated by
the MAS, as the case may be.

This does not constitute investment or personal advice.

This document has been prepared solely for the purpose of supplying general market information and/or commentary for general information purposes to clients of MBSG, MBHK, MBAU,
MHSA, MHSS and their affiliates (collectively, “Mizuho”) to whom it is distributed, and does not take into account the specific investment objectives, financial situation or particular needs of
any client or class of clients and it is not prepared for any client or class of clients.

This is not an offer or solicitation.

This document is not and should not be construed as an offer to buy or sell or solicitation to enter into any transaction or adopt any hedging, trading or investment strategy, in relation to
any securities or other financial instruments.

Mizuho shall have no liability for contents.

This document has been prepared solely from publicly available information. Information contained herein and the data underlying it have been obtained from, or based upon, sources
believed by Mizuho to be reliable, but no assurance can be given that the information, data or any computations based thereon are accurate or complete and Mizuho has not independently
verified such information and data. Mizuho is not obliged to update any of the information and data contained in this document.

Mizuho makes no representation or warranty of any kind, express, implied or statutory, regarding, but not limited to, the accuracy of this document or the completeness of any information
contained or referred to in this document. Mizuho accepts no liability and will not be liable for any loss or damage arising directly or indirectly (including special, incidental or consequential
loss or damage) arising from or in connection with any person’s use or reliance of this document or the information contained in this document.

Information contained herein is no indication of future performance.

Some of the statements contained in this document may be considered forward-looking statements which provide current expectations or forecasts of futures events. Any opinions,
projections, forecasts and estimates expressed in the document are solely those of Mizuho based on factors it considers relevant as at the date of the document and are subject to change
without notice. Past performance is not indicative of future performance. Consequently, no expressed or implied warranty can be made regarding the projections and forecasts of future
performance stated therein.

This material is confidential.

This document is intended for the exclusive use by the recipients, and is provided with the express understanding that the information contained herein will be regarded and treated as
strictly confidential. All recipients may not reproduce or use this document in whole or in part, for any other purpose, nor disclose, furnish nor distribute this document to any other persons
without the prior written permission of Mizuho. Any such reproduction, use, delivery or distribution in form or to any jurisdiction may be effected only in accordance with all applicable laws
and regulations in the relevant jurisdiction(s).

Disclosure regarding potential conflicts of interest.

Mizuho, its connected companies, employees or clients may at any time, to the extent permitted by applicable law and/or regulation, take the other side of any order by you, enter into
transactions contrary to any recommendations contained herein or have positions or make markets or act as principal or agent in transactions in any securities mentioned herein or
derivative transactions relating thereto or perform or seek financial or advisory services for the issuers of those securities or financial instruments referred therein. Accordingly, Mizuho, its
connected companies or employees may have a conflict of interest that could affect the objectivity of this document. This document has been prepared by employees who may interact with
Mizuho's trading desks, sales and other related personnel when forming the views and contents contained within.

Financial instruments may not be for sale to all categories of investors.

There are risks associated with the financial instruments and transactions referred to in this document. Investors should not rely on any contents of this document in making any investment
decisions and should consult their own financial, legal, accounting and tax advisors about the risks, the appropriate tools to analyse an investment and the suitability of an investment in
their particular circumstances. Mizuho is not responsible for assessing the suitability of any investment. Investment decisions and the responsibility for any investments are the sole
responsibility of the investor. Neither Mizuho nor of its directors, employees or agents accepts any liability whatsoever with respect to the use of this document or its contents.

WARNING: THE CONTENTS OF THIS DOCUMENT HAVE NOT BEEN REVIEWED BY ANY REGULATORY AUTHORITY. YOU ARE ADVISED TO EXERCISE CAUTION IN
RELATION TO SUCH CONTENTS. THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT INTENDED TO CONSTITUTE ANY INVESTMENT, LEGAL, FINANCIAL, BUSINESS, ACCOUNTING, TAXATION OR
OTHER ADVICE. IF YOU ARE IN ANY DOUBT AS TO THE ACTION YOU SHOULD TAKE, YOU SHOULD SEEK PROFESSIONAL ADVICE FROM YOUR RELEVANT ADVISERS
ABOUT YOUR PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN INVESTMENT CHOICES.

This document is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by, any person who is a citizen or resident of, or entity located in, any locality, territory, state, country or other
jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, availability or use would be contrary to or restricted by law or regulation. Persons or entities into whose possession this document comes
should inform themselves about and observe such restrictions.

COUNTRY SPECIFIC DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION

Australia: This document is intended only for persons who are sophisticated or professional investors for the purposes of section 708 of the Corporation Act 2001 (Cth) of Australia

(“Corporations Act”), or “wholesale clients” for the purpose of section 761G of the Corporations Act. It is not intended for and should not be passed on, directly or indirectly, to other
classes of persons/investors in Australia. In Australia, Mizuho Bank, Ltd. Sydney Branch (“MBSQ”) is an authorised deposit-taking institution regulated by the Australian Prudential
Regulation Authority in accordance with the Banking Act 1959 (Cth), and holds an Australian financial services licence number 231240 (AFSL). Mizuho Securities Asia Limited (ABRN
603425912) and Mizuho Securities (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. (ARBN 132105545) are registered foreign companies in Australia and are each exempt from the requirement to hold an AFSL
under the ASIC Corporations (Repeal and Transitional) Instrument 2023/588. MHSA is licensed by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission under Hong Kong laws and MHSS is
licensed by the Monetary Authority of Singapore under Singapore laws, which laws differ from Australian laws respectively.

Costa Rica: Nothing in this document constitutes a representation that any investment strategy or recommendation contained herein is suitable or appropriate to a recipient’s individual
circumstances or otherwise constitutes a personal recommendation. This document is published solely for information purposes, it does not constitute an advertisement and is not to be
construed as a solicitation or an offer to buy or sell any securities or related financial instruments. In accordance with local laws, it does not constitute a public offering of securities under
Regulations for Public Offering of Securities (National Counsel of Financial System Supervision, article 11 of Session Act 571-2006), and therefore cannot be understood and interpreted as
an implicit or explicit offering that intends to place, issue, negotiate or trade securities transmitted by any means to the public or to certain groups. This document will not be disclosed to
groups of more than 50 investors.
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Guatemala: This document does not constitute an offering under the rules of the Ley del Mercado de Valores y Mercancias (Stock Exchange Act, Decree 34-96 of the Congress of the
Republic of Guatemala), and any of its amendments, including without limitation, Decree 49-2008 of the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala, and its applicable regulation
(Governmental Accord 557-97). The document will not be registered for public offering with the Securities Market Registry of Guatemala (Registro del Mercado de Valores y Mercancias),
because the products will not be offered or sold: (1) to any person in an open market, directly or indirectly, by means of mass communication; (2) through a third party or intermediary to
any individual person or entity that is considered an institutional investor, including entities that are under the supervision of the Guatemalan Superintendency of Banks (Superintendencia
de Bancos ), the Guatemalan banking regulator, the Guatemalan Social Security Institute (Instituto Guatemalteco de Seguridad Social) and its affiliates; (3) through a third party or
intermediary to any entity or vehicle used for purposes of collective investment; or (4) to more than 35 individual persons or entities.

Hong Kong: This document, when distributed in Hong Kong (“HK”), is distributed by MHSA or MBHK, depending of the Mizuho entity which you are a client of.

Japan: This document is intended only for certain categories of persons to whom a foreign securities broker is allowed to carry out regulated activities under the relevant articles of the
Financial Instruments and Exchange Act (the “Act”) and the subordinate legislative instruments (as amended), including but not limited to Financial Services Providers who are engaged in
an Investment Management and certain Financial Institutions subject to conditions and limitations in Article 17-3(i) of the Order for Enforcement of the Act. It is solely for the use of such
investors and shall not be distributed, forwarded, passed on or disseminated to any other person. This document is solely for the purpose of supplying general information and shall not
constitute any investment or financial advice in relation to any products or services.

Malaysia: These documents shall be distributed solely to existing subscribers or clients of Mizuho Securities, and do not constitute an invitation, offer, or recommendation to subscribe for
or purchase any securities mentioned therein. These materials also do not, whether directly or indirectly, refer to a prospectus in respect of securities of a corporation; in the case of a unit
trust scheme or prescribed investment scheme, a prospectus in respect of any unit of the unit trust scheme or prescribed investment scheme, as the case may be; an issue, intended issue,
offer, intended offer, invitation or intended invitation in respect of securities; or another notice that refers to a prospectus in relation to an issue, intended issue, offer, intended offer,
invitation or intended invitation in respect of securities. Whilst there may be statements concerning securities and/or derivatives of a certain corporation or entity in these materials, we wish
to highlight that these do not constitute, whether directly or indirectly, any form of advice, recommendation, encouragement, promotion, analysis, report or inducement to take any action ,
i.e., to buy, sell, or hold any securities and/or derivatives, nor is it a form of inducement for the reader to take any position regarding a particular class, sector, or instrument in relation to the
securities and/or derivatives so mentioned.

New Zealand: This document is intended only for persons who are “wholesale investors” and “wholesale clients” under the Financial Markets Conduct Act 2013 (“FMCA”), as persons who
are an “investment business”, meet relevant investment activity criteria, are “large” or are a “government agency”, in each case within the meaning of clauses 37 to 40 of Schedule 1 of the
FMCA. It is not intended for, and should not be reproduced or distributed in any form to any other person in New Zealand. This document is distributed in New Zealand by MHSA or MHSS,
which are licensed in their respective jurisdictions but are not registered as overseas companies or financial service providers in New Zealand or licensed under the FMCA. Nothing in this
document constitutes or is supplied in connection with a regulated offer nor an offer to the public within the meaning of the FMCA.

Singapore: This document is distributed in Singapore by MBSG or MHSS, a holder of a capital markets services licence and an exempt financial adviser regulated by the MAS. Nothing in
this document shall be construed as a recommendation, advertisement or advice to transact in any investment product mentioned herein.

Where the materials may contain a recommendation or opinion concerning an investment product, MHSS is exempted from complying with sections 34, 36 and 45 of the Financial Advisers
Act 2001 of Singapore. This document is only intended for distribution to “institutional investors”, “accredited investors” or “expert investors”, as defined under the Financial Advisers
Regulations, and is solely for the use of such investors. It shall not be distributed, forwarded, passed or disseminated to any other person.

South Korea: This document is distributed in South Korea by Mizuho Securities Asia Limited, Seoul branch solely acting as a broker of debt securities under the Korea Financial
Investment Services and Capital Markets Act.

Switzerland: This document is not intended to be relied upon as a forecast, research or investment advice, and is not a recommendation, offer or solicitation to buy or sell any financial
instrument or to adopt any investment strategy mentioned in this document. The information contained on this document shall not be construed to be an advertisement for any of the
financial instruments or services mentioned herein.

Taiwan: This document distributed via MHSA or MHSS from outside Taiwan shall not be re-distributed within Taiwan and does not constitute recommendation of, and may not be used as
a basis for recommendation of, securities within Taiwan. This document may not be distributed to the public media or used by the public media without prior written consent of MHSA or
MHSS (as the case may be).

Thailand: This document does not constitute any investment or financial advice or any general advice in relation to any products or services and, when distributed in Thailand, is intended
only for “institutional investors”, as defined in the Notification of the Office of the Securities and Exchange Commission No. Gor Thor. 1/2560 Re: Provision of Advice to the Public which is
not classified as the undertaking of Investment Advisory Business dated 12 January 2017 (as amended). It is solely for the use of such investors and shall not be distributed, forwarded,
passed on or disseminated to any other person. The distribution of this document to such institutional investors in Thailand, is solely for the purpose of supplying general information,
without charge. It neither constitutes any intention to conduct, or any engagement in any securities business, service business, investment or financial advisory business, or any other
business in Thailand, for which Thai licensing is required, nor marketing, offering, solicitation or sale of any products, securities, or services to customers, potential customers or any person
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United Arab Emirates (excluding the Dubai International Financial Centre and the Abu Dhabi Global Market): This document is intended only for persons who qualify as professional
investors as defined in the Securities and Commodities Authority (“SCA”) Rulebook. It is not intended for or should not be passed on, directly or indirectly, to other classes of
persons/investors in the United Arab Emirates. The contents of this document have not been reviewed or approved by, or deposited with, the Central Bank of the United Arab Emirates,
SCA or any other regulatory authority in the United Arab Emirates. If you do not understand the contents of this document you should consult an authorised financial adviser.
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Stock Exchange. This document may be distributed in the European Economic Area by MHI or Mizuho Securities Europe GmbH (“MHEU”), Taunustor 1, 60310 Frankfurt, Germany. MHEU
is authorised and regulated by the Bundesanstalt fiir Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht (‘BaFin”). For the avoidance of doubt this report is not intended for persons who are Retail Clients within
the meaning of the FCA'’s or the BaFin’s rules. Details of organizational and administrative controls for the prevention and avoidance of conflicts of interest can be found at
https://www.mizuhoemea.com.

United States: This document is being distributed in the United States by Mizuho Securities USA LLC (“MSUSA”) and is the responsibility of MSUSA. The content of publications
distributed directly to US customers by non-US members of Mizuho Securities is the responsibility of such member of Mizuho Securities which distributed it. US investors must affect any
order for a security that is the subject of this document through MSUSA. For more information, or to place an order for a security, please contact your MSUSA representative by telephone
at 1-212-209-9300 or by mail at 1271 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020, USA. MSUSA acts as agent for non-US members of Mizuho Securities for transactions by US
investors in foreign sovereign and corporate debt securities and related instruments. MSUSA does not guarantee such transactions or participate in the settlement process.

© Mizuho Bank, Ltd. (“MHBK”), MHSA and MHSS. All Rights Reserved. This document may not be altered, reproduced, disclosed or redistributed, or passed on to any other party, in
whole or in part, and no commercial use or benefit may be derived from this document without the prior written consent of MHBK, MHSA or MHSS.

Vishnu Varathan | Head, Macro Research, Asia ex-Japan 5/5



