Winter Solstice Timeline of Solar Interactions with Paint Rock Pictographs
Star symbol (%) shows each painting’s approx. location between fence on west end of site and gravel turnaround on east end.

8:12
AM
8:43 ki
(W) Fence - - Kk - Turnaround (E)
Light slowly touches each notch beside the canoe in sequence, and the canoe appears to “float” on shadow at 8:37.
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A narrow shaft of sunlight pierces the buffalo’s head, then gradually widens.
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Sunlight points to the ball player’s ball while the shadow line provides a platform for his right foot and cuts off his
left foot. Meanwhile, a sun dagger touches the faint white hummingbird above (appears black under DStretch).
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A shaft of light pierces the circle and then gradually widens until the circle is (almost) fully illuminated.
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A shadow line bisects the etched circle representing Changing Woman'’s genitalia. On the adjacent rock face, the
same shadow line provides a perch for the macaw and a platform for the circular part of a nearby glyph.
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A shadow line bisects the sun symbol while grazing the top of a nearby buffalo’s horns. The buffalo’s horns are
cleverly depicted by natural grooves in the rockface rather than pigment.




11:30

AM
12:09 = : - , :

PM (W) Fence - - % Turnaround (E)
The tip of a sun dagger points to each of five hash marks above a striped circle. When light touches the final hash
mark, the circle is fully illuminated, and the first spot of light appears on the nearby water drum (pictured below).
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A sun dagger gradually grows until it very nearly touches the dead center of the water drum right at solar noon.
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A notch of sunlight points to (most of) the windows on this mission in sequence.
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Over the course of an hour, several interesting shadow patterns appear on two circles connected by a slanted line.
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For about thirty minutes or so, half of the figures in this panel are decapitated by a shadow line while the figure on
the right appears to prop the shadow up with raised palms. Image detail has been enhanced with DStretch.
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A shadow line connects the illuminated bow and arrow of the archer on the right with the gap between the central
figure’s decapitated head and severed left hand. Image detail has been enhanced with DStretch.

Handout created by Joshua Alkire. Please direct comments, questions, and observations to joshua.g.alkire@gmail.com.
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