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President’s Update:

Yarning Sessions
The Indigenous Liaison Officer is currently developing an educational program for Indigenous patients’ support network, titled Yarning Sessions. The program will cover the roles and responsibilities of support roles, with preparation information before, during and after a hearing. Participants will also receive an information kit containing fact sheets, forms and information about the Mental Health Act 2016 and the Tribunal. If you are interested in providing information or have recommendations about the program please feel free to contact the Tribunal’s Indigenous Liaison Officer, Lynten Johnson via email at Lynten.Johnson@mhrt.qld.gov.au or by phone on (07) 3338 8334.

Acknowledging Traditional Custodians

In addition to the yarning sessions, Lynten has arranged for the Tribunal to receive a number of lanyard cards which contain suggested language that you may wish to use when acknowledging traditional custodians at the commencement of a hearing. Each panel can decide whether the presiding member will offer such an acknowledgement on behalf of the panel. It is recommended that you give this particular consideration if the patient identifies as Indigenous. The cards have been provided to Virginia Ryan for distribution to presiding members. Please contact Virginia if you would like a card.

Conflict notifications
Thank you to those members who have returned their conflict notification forms. For those that have not, could you please take some time over the coming weeks to complete the conflict notification form (further copy attached) or contact a Hearings Coordinator by telephone. Even if you have previously notified the Tribunal of any conflict (prior to October this year), we would appreciate if you could please get in touch so that we have a current and up-to-date record.
Order conditions
I would like to thank Joanne Collins for presenting our last Masterclass for the year on 6 December 2017 on ‘LCT and CTC – the Basics and Beyond’. I think we all appreciate the challenges that can arise when trying to craft unique conditions. For that reason, we intend to put together a conditions library that members can access when preparing their decision paperwork. It will take some time to put together and we would very much appreciate input from all members. Please send your ideas to Kimberley Kiehne at kimberley.kiehne@mhrt.qld.gov.au. You may wish to send in a condition you have drafted yourself or you may wish to point us to a particular patient that you can recall required unique condition.

Learning and development
As I mentioned at this month’s Masterclass, the Tribunal is committed to providing members with opportunities for learning and development. Please let myself or Virginia know if you have any ideas for Masterclass topics or other forms of L&D that you would like to see offered in the New Year.

End of year
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your dedication and support throughout this year. I hope you all have a safe and enjoyable Christmas period and look forward to continuing our good work in the New Year.
HEARINGS UPDATE:
The last full day of hearings for the year will be 20 December, however on call hearings are scheduled for 21, 22, 27 and 29 December. A few members of the Hearings Coordination team will staff the office on 27 and 29 December with the whole team back in place from 2 January 2018. The New Year will also see the return of Vicki Harmony from maternity leave. Many members will already know Vicki from her time in the office prior to leave. Vicki will be returning three days (Mon-Wed) from early January in one of the Senior Hearings Coordinator roles.

It has also recently come to our attention that members may not be aware that some CFOS reports are written specifically for the patient to have access to. CFOS reports for special notification forensic patients (SNFP under the MHA2000) or patients charged with prescribed offences (PPO) are written in order for patients to access them and therefore in the majority of cases, there will not be a coversheet about confidentiality. In any event, the Hearings Coordination team have a process in place whereby all clinical reports and CFOS reports are checked for confidentiality order requests.

Additionally, there are just a couple of housekeeping issues: 

Wherever possible if members could use a ruler on the decision paperwork, it would be much appreciated. Members may not be aware that not all decisions are retyped. Where the decision has been neatly ruled through, the decision will be sent as is. This saves a lot of time for the Hearings Coordination team. If anyone requires a ruler, please just let the office know and we will arrange for one to be sent out.

Additional blank supplementary pages (hard copies) will now also be sent with decision paperwork after a member provided some helpful feedback that the number of pages was lacking. Whilst the additional pages will be included with the presiding member’s material, it is available for all members. If any member would like further pages to keep their own store, please just let a Hearings Coordinator know and it can be sent out.

Also, just a reminder that the most up to date hearings list is included with the additional material that is provided the day before the hearing. To ensure that appropriate parties are included in the hearing, could members please ensure this hearing list is used? The updated list often contains phone numbers for Attorney-General’s representatives and guardians and we want to make sure that these people are contacted.

From the New Year, you may also start seeing a red stamp on some forensic dossiers which states, “Subject to Mental Health (Transitional) Regulation 2017”. For matters that have this stamp, a decision will need to be made in accordance with section 4 or 5 of the Regulation regarding the combining of forensic orders. The relevant decision form that is required to be completed should be included with your paperwork.

Finally, the Hearings Coordination team would like to wish all members a Merry Christmas and we look forward to continuing to work together in 2018!

DEPUTY PRESIDENT’S UPDATE

Instead of my usual Q&A section, I would like to draw your attention to the Information Sheets which will accompany this Communique, and in particular to the one on Persons in custody and the one on Treatment Support Order category. As always, I would be happy to discuss these with you at any time.

I thought I would also take the opportunity to look back over the last year to share with you some of the Tribunal’s achievements:

· The appointment, and reappointment, of 81 members in February.

· Recruitment processes for medical members with specialisation in child and youth psychiatry.

· Successful continued conduct of hearings throughout the transition to the Mental Health Act 2016.

· Conduct and finalisation of the Special Tribunal hearings.

· Reintroduction of Masterclasses.

· Publication of Practice Directions.

· Distribution of resources for members including:

· decision flow charts

· information sheets and practice guidelines

· a Mental Health Court decision library

· a Style Guide for preparation of Statement of Reasons

· revised Statement of Reasons templates and annexures.

· The introduction of a documented process for consideration of constitution of panels for hearing of matters involving persons charged with prescribed offences.

· Completion of a new strategic plan to take the Tribunal through to 2020.

We aim to keep this momentum going in the New Year and have plans for:

· New learning and development opportunities for members, including new Masterclasses, relaunch of the Forensic Specialisation course and more.

· Preparation of a submission to the Office of the Chief Psychiatrist regarding its evaluation of the implementation of the Mental Health Act 2016.

· Redevelopment of the Tribunal website.

· Finalisation of new member recruitment for mid-term appointment.

· Updating of the members handbook and other guidelines.

I particularly want to thank you for your interest in the important work we do, and your dedication to working in often challenging circumstances. I look forward to continuing to work with you all in 2018.

Wishing you a happy Christmas and New Year,

Annette and Virginia
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