
Sent, Not Settled

Building Against Enemies
NEHEMIAH 2:9-10, 17-3:5, 4:1-20 

CORE TRUTH

Christ is redeeming our world as he 
ushers in the fullness of his kingdom; 
as God’s people we participate in 
his work by both building what is 
good and defending against evil and 
spiritual warfare.WELCOME   to remind us why we’re here.

  Spend about 5 minutes here.

Mission – To become more like Jesus - together.

Vision – �We work out our salvation side-by-side–with honesty, humility, and hope. We walk with one another, not just to 
talk about Jesus, but to be transformed by him. (Philippians 2:12-13)

Guidelines – �Our Group Guidelines help us live out our mission and vision with kindness and humility. We encourage you 
to read and discuss the guidelines together regularly–they can be found on the last page.

HEAD   to help us examine what the word shows and let in what’s true.

  Spend about 10 minutes here.

•	 As you read this passage, what stands out to you about Nehemiah’s posture?

•	 What are the Israelites responses to the various threats and insults they receive?

HEART   to help us wrestle with what we believe and be with each other in it.

  Spend about 30 minutes here.

•	 Where in our city do you feel that following Jesus requires you to simultaneously build with one hand and defend with 
the other?

•	 How do you see the enemy using fear - even real threats - in your life to prevent you from participating in God’s work?

•	 Where is spiritual warfare in your life and what forms does it take?

HANDS   to help us live out the truth with the Spirit as we go out into the world.

  Spend about 15 minutes here.

•	 Where do you see opportunities to begin “good work” in our city - individually and communally?

•	 Where might the Lord be inviting you to lean on community in defending against spiritual warfare - to ask others to 
“keep watch”?

•	 How do we live with awareness of spiritual warfare but not in constant fear of it? 

	

Week of January 25, 2026

NEXT WEEK’S PASSAGE 

 Luke 10:1-12, Acts 1:1-8





SCRIPTURE    

2:9 Then I came to the governors of the province 
Beyond the River and gave them the king’s letters. 
Now the king had sent with me officers of the army 
and horsemen. 10 But when Sanballat the Horonite 
and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard this, it 
displeased them greatly that someone had come 
to seek the welfare of the people of Israel. 17 Then 
I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how 
Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, 
let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no 
longer suffer derision.” 18 And I told them of the 
hand of my God that had been upon me for good, 
and also of the words that the king had spoken to 
me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So 
they strengthened their hands for the good work. 
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the 
Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, 
they jeered at us and despised us and said, “What 
is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling 
against the king?” 20 Then I replied to them, “The 
God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his 
servants will arise and build, but you have no portion 
or right or claim in Jerusalem.”

3:1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his 
brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep 
Gate. They consecrated it and set its doors. They 
consecrated it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, 
as far as the Tower of Hananel. 2 And next to him the 
men of Jericho built. And next to them Zaccur the 
son of Imri built. 3 The sons of Hassenaah built the 
Fish Gate. They laid its beams and set its doors, its 
bolts, and its bars. 4 And next to them Meremoth 
the son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz repaired. And next 
to them Meshullam the son of Berechiah, son of 
Meshezabel repaired. And next to them Zadok the 
son of Baana repaired. 5 And next to them the 
Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would not stoop 
to serve their Lord.

4:1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building 
the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he 
jeered at the Jews.
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2 And he said in the presence of his brothers and 
of the army of Samaria, “What are these feeble 
Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? 
Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will 
they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, 
and burned ones at that?” 3 Tobiah the Ammonite 
was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are 
building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down 
their stone wall!” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are 
despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads 
and give them up to be plundered in a land where 
they are captives. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and let 
not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they 
have provoked you to anger in the presence of the 
builders. 6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was 
joined together to half its height, for the people had 
a mind to work.

7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs 
and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that 
the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going 
forward and that the breaches were beginning to be 
closed, they were very angry. 8 And they all plotted 
together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to 
cause confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God 
and set a guard as a protection against them day 
and night. 10 In Judah it was said, “The strength of 
those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too 
much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to 
rebuild the wall.” 11 And our enemies said, “They will 
not know or see till we come among them and kill 
them and stop the work.” 12 At that time the Jews 
who lived near them came from all directions and 
said to us ten times, “You must return to us.”[e] 13 
So in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, 
in open places, I stationed the people by their clans, 
with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 
And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and 
to the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not 
be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great 
and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, 
your daughters, your wives, and your homes.”

Continued on back >
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reimbursement.

DISCIPLESHIP GROUP GUIDELINES

•	 Safe Group: We strive for an environment where 
everyone can be open, and honest about his or her 
struggles and victories.

•	 Confidentiality: What is said in the group stays in the 
group. 

•	 Listen: We want to value one another by really listening 
to what is being shared. Try to avoid thinking about how 
you are going to respond while someone is sharing.

•	 Pause: Allowing a pause in the conversation after one 
person shares and before the next person shares gives 
the person sharing a chance to finish. A pause also 
gives the group an opportunity to consider before 
responding.

•	 Silence: It is important to allow silence in the group as 
it provides an opportunity for people to think deeply, to 
gather their thoughts in order to share, and to genuinely 
consider what others have shared.

•	 One Conversation at a Time: Be considerate of others 
as they are sharing. No side conversations.

•	 No Fixing: We are not here to fix each other; Jesus does 
that part. Give encouragement and ask questions, but 
try not to solve or fix one another.

•	 No Rescuing: When people are sharing something 
deeply personal, please resist the tendency to try 
to make them feel better about themselves or their 
situation by providing immediate condolences. This will 
often cause people to stop sharing.

•	 Be Curious: By asking the next question, we 
communicate genuine interest.  We keep the 
conversation moving forward while building 
relationships and intimacy.

•	 Be Self-Aware: Be mindful of how you are personally 
affecting the small group environment through your 
words, actions, and non-verbal communication. Be 
sensitive about the amount of time you share, whether 
too much (dominating) or not enough (hiding).

•	 Use “I” Statements: It is very easy to talk about other 
people’s issues, but, for our purposes, we want to put 
ourselves on the table. Use “I” statements rather than 
“them”, “the church”, “people”, “you”, “us”, “we”, etc.

•	 Resolve Conflict Biblically: As a group we commit to 
extend grace to one another. Conflict is not bad, it’s an 
opportunity for growth. We are all being transformed 
to be more like Jesus. Conflict and change are a part of 
that journey.  (Matthew 18)

•	 Manage Technology: Let’s respect one another by 
silencing alerts on our devices.  

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to 
us and that God had frustrated their plan, we all 
returned to the wall, each to his work. 16 From that 
day on, half of my servants worked on construction, 
and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats 
of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole 
house of Judah, 17 who were building on the wall. 
Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a 
way that each labored on the work with one hand 
and held his weapon with the other. 18 And each of 
the builders had his sword strapped at his side while 
he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was 
beside me. 19 And I said to the nobles and to the 
officials and to the rest of the people, “The work is 
great and widely spread, and we are separated on 
the wall, far from one another. 20 In the place where 
you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. 
Our God will fight for us.”


