Misunderstood Messiah: CORE TRUTH Week of September 13, 2026
The Gospel of John

. In the most sobering moment in
Misunderstood Cross human history, Jesus willingly went to
JOHN 19:16B-30 the cross to secure eternal life for all

who believe in him.
I3e{0] /|2 to remind us why we're here.

(-9 Spend about 5 minutes here.

Mission — To become more like Jesus - together.

Vision — We work out our salvation side-by-side—with honesty, humility, and hope. We walk with one another, not just to
talk about Jesus, but to be transformed by him. (Philippians 2:12-13)

Guidelines — Our Group Guidelines help us live out our mission and vision with kindness and humility together. We
encourage you to read and discuss the guidelines together regularly—they can be found on the last page.

3|7\DN to help us examine what the word shows and let in what's true.

(T-) Spend about 10 minutes here.

* What stands out to you as you read John's version of the crucifixion?
» John repeatedly points out ways that Scripture is being fulfilled. Why do you you think that is?

FIF\NW to help us wrestle with what we believe andbe with-each other in it.

(T-) Spend about 30 minutes here.

» How does the cross give you a different place to find your worth?

* What does it show you about Jesus that, even while suffering on the cross, he notices and cares for his mother?

+ s there something you are carrying (guilt, shame, regret) that you need to bring back to Jesus’ words, “It is finished"?

/\\JDER to help us bring the truth into our lives and go out into the world with the Holy Spirit.

(T-) Spend about 15 minutes here.

» Maybe the cross has become familiar enough that it doesn't move you the way it used to. What could help you see and
experience it with fresh eyes this week?
» Read Romans 5:6-8 below and give space for a time of prayer as a group in response:

“6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

LEADER RESOURCES NEXT WEEK'S PASSAGE

Weekly Leader Video « Bible Project John Pt 2 « Why The John 20:24-31

Gospel of John is Special * Tim Keller John Podcasts
GR@UPS



https://youtu.be/98Pr-BAw4po
https://bibleproject.com/videos/john-13-21/
https://michaeljkruger.com/7-reasons-why-the-gospel-of-john-is-so-special/
https://michaeljkruger.com/7-reasons-why-the-gospel-of-john-is-so-special/
https://gospelinlife.com/series/gospel-of-john-part-2/




Misunderstood Messiah:
The Gospel of John

Misunderstood Cross
JOHN 19:16B-30

SETTING THE SCENE

The Jewish leaders (and Satan) believed they had won by
nailing Jesus to the cross, and by every earthly measure,
his mission appeared to have failed. But the cross was not
Jesus' defeat, it was his victory. He willingly gave his life as
a ransom for many, securing salvation for all who believe.

SCRIPTURE

16b So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing
his own cross, to the place called The Place of a
Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There
they crucified him, and with him two others, one on
either side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also
wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read,
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many
of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was
written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write,
‘The King of the Jews, but rather, ‘This man said, | am
King of the Jews.” 22 Pilate answered, “What | have
written | have written.”

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took
his garments and divided them into four parts, one
part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom,
24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it,
but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was
to fulfill the Scripture which says,

“They divided my garments among them, and for my
clothing they cast lots.”

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by
the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said
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CORE TRUTH

In the most sobering moment in
human history, Jesus willingly went to
the cross to secure eternal life for all
who believe in him.

to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that
hour the disciple took her to his own home.

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now
finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29

A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and
held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received
the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed
his head and gave up his spirit.



SIF\DW to help us examine what the word

shows and let in what's true.

» What stands out to you as you read John's version of
the crucifixion?

+ John repeatedly points out ways that Scripture is being
fulfilled. Why do you you think that is?

LF\NW to help us wrestle with what we
believe and®e witheach other in it.

* How does the cross give you a different place to find
your worth?

* What does it show you about Jesus that, even while
suffering on the cross, he notices and cares for his
mother?

« Is there something you are carrying (guilt, shame,
regret) that you need to bring back to Jesus’ words, “It
is finished"?

/\\[DRN to help us bring the truth into our

lives and go out into the world with
the Holy Spirit.

* Maybe the cross has become familiar enough that it
doesn’t move you the way it used to. What could help
you see and experience it with fresh eyes this week?

* Read Romans 5:6-8 below and give space for a time of
prayer as a group in response:

“6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

DISCIPLESHIP GROUP GUIDELINES

Safe Group: We strive for an environment where
everyone can be open and honest about his or her
struggles and victories.

Confidentiality: What is said in the group stays in the
group.
Listen: We value one another by really listening to what

is being shared. Try to avoid thinking about how you are
going to respond while someone is sharing.

Pause: Allowing a pause in the conversation after
someone shares gives them a true chance to finish. A
Pause also gives the group an opportunity to consider
before responding.

Silence: Allowing silence in the group provides an
opportunity for people to think deeply, gather their
thoughts in order to share, and genuinely consider what
others have shared.

One Conversation at a Time: Be considerate of others
as they are sharing. No side conversations.

No Fixing: We are not here to fix each other; Jesus does
that part. Give encouragement and ask questions, but
try not to solve or fix one another.

No Rescuing: When people are sharing something
deeply personal, please resist the tendency to try

to make them feel better about themselves or their
situation by providing immediate condolences. This will
often cause people to stop sharing.

Be Curious: By asking the next question, we com-
municate genuine interest. We keep the conversation
moving forward while building relationships and
intimacy.

Be Self-Aware: Be mindful of how you are personally
affecting the small group environment through your
words, actions, and non-verbal communication. Be
sensitive about the amount of time you share, whether
too much (dominating) or not enough (hiding).

Use “I” Statements: It is very easy to talk about other
people’s issues, but, for our purposes, we want to put
ourselves on the table. Use “I” statements rather than

"o, "ou "o

“them”, “the church”, “people”, “you”, “us”, “we”, etc.

Resolve Conflict Biblically: As a group we commit to
extend grace to one another. Conflict is not bad, it's an
opportunity for growth. We are all being transformed
to be more like Jesus. Conflict and change are a part of
that journey. (Matthew 18)

Manage
Technology: Let's
respect one another
by silencing alerts
on our devices.

If you need childcare
reimbursement please
scan the QR code and
follow the prompts. You
must submit within 30
days of attending group.




