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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course surveys Christian theology and doctrine in the Bible both from an historical perspective as well as a systematic perspective. It is an introduction to the key biblical beliefs that define the historic Christian faith (e.g. God, Christ, Holy Spirit, humanity, sin, salvation, etc.), with attention given to the credibility of such beliefs.

COURSE RATIONALE
In Jude 3, the biblical writer admonishes his readers “to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people.” Virtually every commentator understands that Jude’s meaning of “the faith” is a reference to a certain body of core Christian beliefs –“doctrines”—that define the essence of Christianity. Several implications can be drawn from this succinct plea: 1) there is a specific content to the Christian Faith; 2) to depart from these fundamentals is to invite spiritual malnutrition, hybrid Christianity, as well as the possibility of apostasy; and 3) without the key beliefs, a distinctive Christian worldview and its transmission in obedience to the Great Commission cannot be successfully carried out. Jude’s late first-century words are even more relevant in our world today, given the challenge of numerous Christian aberrations, diverse teachings of major world religions, and a pluralistic environment that openly discourages critical evaluation. Thus, a basic introduction to Christian theology is a biblically and culturally demanded necessity if God’s people are going to maintain, grow and extend the Gospel of Jesus Christ—in any age.

MTS MISSION
The mission of Mountain Theological Seminary is to equip followers of Jesus around the world to be spiritual leaders and servants in Christ's church by providing them with a transformative biblical distance education.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
As a result of this course, students should accomplish the following objectives:
1. Analyze the core doctrines that define orthodox Christian Faith
2. Contextualize secondary doctrines represented in contemporary Christianity
3. Contextualize 1-2 doctrinal distinctives of the Stone-Campbell theological heritage
4. Compose a theological response to a contemporary issue challenging local churches


COURSE TEXTBOOKS  
Baker, William R, ed. Evangelicalism and the Stone-Campbell Movement. Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2002. ISBN: 978-0830826933
Erickson, Millard J. Introducing Christian Doctrine, Third Edition.  Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2015. ISBN: 978-0801049194
Davis, John Jefferson. Handbook of Basic Bible Texts: Every Key Passage for the Study of Doctrine and Theology – eBook. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 2016. Found at www.Christianbook.com.
Treier, Daniel J.; and Elwell, Walter A., eds.  Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, Third Edition. 
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2017. ISBN-13: 978-0801039461, ISBN-10: 0801039460

For Writing papers please use Turabian style and format: The following link are available for 
reference:
  
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
1. View/listen to all lectures, PowerPoints, and outlines. These will require approximately 20 hours of student time (approx. 20 hours; 5% of final grade).
2. The required reading materials will approximate 1000 pages (approx. 50 hours; 10% of final grade).
3. Complete the Eight Discussion Forums answering questions given for each forum and responding to student posts on your discussion thread and at least 2 other student posts on their discussion threads.  This is to be done with a 2+ level of interaction as noted below in the online Discussion Forum Rubric on Blackboard. The student is expected to spend at least 3 hours on each Discussion Forum (approximately 24 hours; 20% of final grade).
4. Write one (1) 4-6 page Sermon or Lesson on a core Christian Doctrine of your choice. This would mean you would write a sermon or lesson on one of the following: (1) Revelation, (2) God (His nature, Trinity, etc), (3) Humanity, (4) Christ (His nature and work), (5) the Holy Spirit, (6) Salvation, (7) the Church, or (8) Eschatology (The Last Things). Since this is a course in Systematic Theology, the sermon/lesson should reflect the characteristics of this theological approach rather than simply provide an exposition of a key biblical text. You may choose to “anchor” your discussion in a primary text (e.g., doctrine of Christ—Phil. 2:5-11) but this should be more a summary of the entire scriptural/historical teaching. In other words, this sermon/lesson is not an expository Bible study. The major focus of this “practical project” is to equip a group of “lay persons” with both the knowledge and practice of an essential Christian belief, using the resources of the Bible and historic, orthodox Christian tradition, including the Stone-Campbell Movement. This sermon/lesson can be in the form of a very detailed, extended outline or manuscript, and should be accompanied by appropriate “audience helps” such as power point slides, handouts, etc. Please note your target audience for this project, include some specific points of application, and a one-page bibliography of the sources you consulted. You can receive an additional 5 points on this project if the sermon/lesson is publicly presented before the last day of the semester (approx. 25 hours; 25% of final grade).
5. Write one (1) 3-4 page SCM Theological Reflection Essay comparing/contrasting a distinctive doctrinal approach of the Stone-Campbell Movement (SCM) with Dr. Erickson’s “general evangelical” discussion of the topic (e.g., human depravity, baptism, Lord’s Supper, the Holy Spirit, the Church. Briefly note how the Stone-Campbell understanding contributes (or confuses) a rich theological discussion on the doctrine (approximately 15 hours; 15% of final grade).
6. Write one (1) 4-6 page Theological Engagement Essay applying the doctrinal insights and systematic methodology to one (1) of the following “hot” theological topics that are currently being debated in evangelical churches. The topic choices are:
· Alleged conflict between the Bible and science (especially creation in Gen. 1-2)
· Human sexuality (especially transgenderism or same-sex marriage)
· Relationship between Christianity and other world religions (especially Islam)
Several books and articles (as well as your textbooks) should be consulted in this essay and be properly documented. In your concluding paragraph, offer some suggestions on how your viewpoint might be practically applied in a church/para-church setting (approx. 20 hours; 25% of final grade).
USDE REQUIREMENTS
The United States Department of Education (USDE) requires a minimum of 135 hours of work for any 3-hour course, regardless of how long the course lasts.  It does not have to be the same work as a traditional 15-week course, but it must be the same amount of work.  Using the formula below, for example, reading 1,000 pages should take about 50 hours and writing 50 pages should take about 75 hours.  That is a total of 125 hours, not including any in-class time for any onsite or offsite courses.
	Use the following formula for determining total student work hours:
# of hours in class (including online, in person, and video )+ (X pages /20) hours of reading + (Y pages of writing and research x 1.5) hours of writing >= 135 hours.  Note that the total number of hours in a course may be more than 135, but it cannot be less. 
  		1 hour in the classroom = 1 hour of course work
20 pages of reading = 1 hour of course work
 	 	1 page (300 words) of research and writing = 1.5 hours of course work
  		1 hour of field research = 1 hour of course work
  		1 page of online posting (200+ words) = 1 hour of course work.


COURSE GRADING 
Below is the MTS grading scale for this class:
	A 	Excellent 	94–100 			4.00
	A- 		90–93 			3.67
	B+ 		87–89 			3.33
	B 	Good 	83-86 			3.00
	B- 		80-82 			2.67
	C+ 		77-79 			2.33
	C 	Average 	73-76 			2.00
	C- 		70-72 			1.67
	D+ 		67-69 			1.33
	D 	Passing 	63-66 			1.00
	D- 		60-62 			0.67
	F* 	Failing 	0–59			0.00
	

COURSE GRADING RUBRICS
Each Discussion Forum is worth 2.5 points: Your grade will be determined as follows:
Discussion Forum Rubics:
20% - initial posting made on time  
20% - followed directions for content of posting
20% - interacted with the number of fellow students indicated.
20% - posting and responses are professional (grammar, spelling, and courtesy count)
20%- entire assignment completed on time

COURSE SCHEDULE 
	Course Schedule for GB615, Biblical Hermeneutics and Exegesis


	Week
	Topic
	Reading & Viewing
	Discussing & Writing
	Time Totals

	1

	Course Introduction: “Theological Prolegomena”
	Dr. Glenn Giles’ videos on Prolegomena
ICD Part 1: chaps. 1-2; All of BBT; EDT “New Testament Theology”, “Old Testament Theology”, “Biblical Theology”, “Systematic Theology”  and any other posted readings

	
	8.25 hours

	2

	
	
	Discussion Forum 1
	3 hours

	3

	Revelation
	Dr. Glenn Giles’ videos on The Nature of Revelation on Blackboard, any other posted materials
ICD Part 2: chaps. 3-7; ESCM chaps. 1-2; EDT “Revelation”, “Bible, Inspiration of”, “Bible, Inerrancy and Infallibility of”, “Natural Theology”, and any other posted readings
	
	8 hours

	4

	
	
	Discussion Forum 2 
	3 hours

	5

	God
	Dr. Jacoby’s video on God, any other posted materials
ICD Part 3: chaps. 8-16; ESCM chaps. 3-4; EDT “God”, “God, Names of”, “Trinity, The Holy”, “Creation”, “Creation and Evolution”, “Theism”, any other posted readings

	
	8 hours

	6

	
	
	Discussion Forum 3 
	3 hours

	7

	Humanity
	Dr. Jacoby’s video on Humanity, any other posted materials
ICD Part 4: chaps. 17-22; ESCM chaps. 5-7; EDT “Human Being”, “Image of God”, “Body”, “Soul”, “Spirit”, “Dichotomy”, and any other posted readings

	
	8 hours

	8

	
	
	Discussion Forum 4
Doctrinal Sermon/Lesson
	3 hours


25 hours

	9

	Person and Work of Jesus Christ
	Dr. Kinnard’s Videos on Christ and any other posted materials
ICD Part 5: chaps. 23-27; ESCM chaps. 8-10; EDT “Jesus Christ”, “Incarnation”, “Atonement”, “Atonement, Extent of”,  “Propitiation”, “Reconciliation”, “Resurrection of Christ”, “Resurrection of the Dead”, and any other posted readings
	
	8.25 hours

	10

	
	
	Discussion Forum 5
	3 hours

	11

	Holy Spirit and Salvation
	Dr. Kinnard’s video on Holy Spirit; Dr. Giles’ videos on Salvation, Harmatology, and Baptism, and any other posted materials
ICD Parts 6-7: chaps. 28-35; ESCM chaps. 11-12; EDT “Holy Spirit”,  “Sanctification”, “Sin”, “Salvation”, “Original Sin”, “Baptism”, Baptism, Believer’s”, “Baptism, Infant”, “Baptismal Regeneration”
	
	8 hours

	12

	
	
	Discussion Forum 6
SCM Theological Reflection Essay
	3 hours




15 hours

	13

	The Church
	Dr. Kinnard’s Videos on Ecclesiology, and Restoration and ICOC Theology
ICD Part 8: chaps. 36-38; ESCM chaps. 13-14; EDT  “Church”, “Church, Authority in the”, any other posted readings
	Discussion Forum
Worksheet
	8 hours

	14

	
	
	Discussion Forum 7
	3 hours

	15

	The Last Things, Sound & Unsound Doctrine, Angelology
	Dr. Kinnard’s Videos on Eschatology and Dr. Jacoby’s video on Theology: Sound and Unsound
ICD Part 9: chaps. 39-42; ESCM Conclusion; EDT “Last Things”, “Calvinism”, “Arminianism”, “Millennium”, “Tribulation”, “Rapture of the Church”, “Dispensation, Dispensationalism”, “Covenant Theology”, “Angels”, “Satan”, “Principalities and Powers”, and any other posted readings.
	
	8.25 hours

	16

	
	
	Discussion Forum 8
Theological Engagement Essay
	3 hours



20 hours

	Time Totals:
Reading & Viewing
Discussing 
Research & Writing
Total Hours for Course
	
70 hours
24 hours
60 hours
154 hours





POLICIES

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Students are expected to attend every class session. In the event that a student misses
one class session, he/she must work with the instructor to determine what is needed to make
up what was missed. If the student does not make up the work in a satisfactory manner, the
student’s final grade will be lowered one letter grade at the end of the course. If the student
misses two class sessions, the student’s final grade will be lowered one letter grade provided
that he/she makes up work for both class sessions. If that make up work is not completed, then
the final grade will be lowered by two letter grades. If the student misses three class sessions,
he/she will be given an F for his/her final grade and not be allowed to finish the course.

At times students have legitimate extenuating circumstances for their absences from
class. If this occurs and the student is doing well in class up to that point, the student can
contact the professor of the class and the Dean of the appropriate MTS School and ask for a 30 day extension beyond the end of class to complete the work in the class. This request however must be made at least 2 weeks before the final class session. If a 30 day extension is approved beyond the end of class and the student fails to finish all the requirements of the class by the end of those 30 days, the student will be assigned an F for his/her final grade for that class. Appeals can be made to the MTS President.

LATE WORK POLICY
All work is due when listed in the course syllabus, unless otherwise stipulated by the instructor. Grading of any late work on any assignment during the semester will be done at the discretion of the Instructor. (Note that instructors are not under obligation to accept any assignment that is late but may do so and grade it if they wish according to their discretion). No work may be accepted later than one week after the course concludes, since final grades for all classes are due two weeks after the last class session.  The only exception to this policy is for students who request and are granted an official course extension as noted in the above paragraph.  All such extensions are granted only for extreme circumstances (extended illness, death in family, etc.), and the extension may not exceed 30 days from the last day of class.  Only the appropriate MTS Dean may grant such requests, which must be made in writing at least 2 weeks before the last class session.  Otherwise, the grade earned at the end of the class is the one granted. 

ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL DISCIPLESHIP INTEGRITY POLICY
It is the policy of MTS that its students and faculty exhibit a high standard of honesty
and integrity and a commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Students are expected to be
committed to a living standard depicted in the Bible both academically and relationally both
inside and outside of school. Incidents of lack of integrity, including such things as plagiarism,
cheating, treating others with lack of respect will be taken seriously and offenders held
accountable up to and including probation, suspension and/or removal from their academic
program and MTS. All infractions should be reported to the appropriate Dean of MTS.

INSTRUCTOR/STUDENT COVENANT
As instructor of this course, I covenant with each student that I will model Christ-like behavior, value and respect each student as a fellow disciple/learner, be prepared for each class session, make appropriate assignments, grade all assignments fairly, return all graded assignments promptly, and be available for consultation outside of class.  In return, I expect each student to model Christ-like behavior, value and respect fellow students and me as the instructor, be prepared for each class session, and complete assignments in ways that demonstrate your integrity. 
ONLINE ETIQUETTE
Most of the online or hybrid courses in the graduate programs require students to interact with each other and with the instructor on a regular basis (per syllabus instructions).  Most of that interaction is done through online comments posted on Canvas.  Due to the constraints and unique nature of online communication, students should be aware of the tone or insinuations of any comments they post. Comments can often be misinterpreted when non-verbal cues such as facial expression and voice intonation are not present. Excessive punctuation, such as repeated exclamation points, could be construed as overly emotional or angry. Students need to consider how remarks might be interpreted by someone who does not know them personally and can only take their words at face value.  Students should compose their comments per instructions under the syllabus assignments, paying careful attention to proper grammar and spelling. 

LIBRARY RESOURCES AND SERVICES
While MTS does not have an official library onsite, there are many theological libraries which are available in the area for students to use with permission. These include:

The Denver Seminary Library
6399 South Santa Fe Drive
Littleton, Colorado 80120

Colorado Christian University
8787 W. Alameda Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Iliff School of Theology
2323 E. Iliff Ave.
Denver, CO  80021


There are also several State University libraries in the area which can be visited for research including the University of Colorado in Boulder, Regis University, University of Colorado in Colorado Springs, Colorado College in Colorado Springs, Naropa University in Boulder. The best search engine for biblical article research is EBSCO ATLA Religion with Serials data base which can be found at all of the above libraries.  

Please also visit any theological or university library in your area to see if they have access to ATLAs Religion data base. In Colorado, you may also check with local libraries for the availability of EBSCO Academic Search Premier data base. It searches many well respected academic religious journals also. MTS students can also access Academic Search Premier through our MTS website at www.mtsem.org.  
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