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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is an in-depth English text study of Jesus’ teachings and life as depicted in the four gospels of the Bible. 

COURSE RATIONALE
See Course Objectives. 

MTS MISSION
The mission of Mountain Theological Seminary is to equip followers of Jesus around the world to be spiritual leaders and servants in Christ's church by providing them with a transformative biblical distance education.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Interpret literary structures, analyze historical contexts, examine exegetical methods, differentiate sources.
2. Assess interpretive approaches, critique hermeneutical methods, judge theological consistency, defend conclusions.
3. Develop contextualized theology, synthesize biblical themes, design hermeneutical models, compose arguments.

This study of the life and teaching of Jesus the Messiah will equip the student to understand and communicate the Lordship of Jesus. The course uses a three-pronged approach to the Gospels.
· First, we will read and compare the four gospels side-by-side building a mosaic of the life and teachings of Jesus the Messiah. The course will use Orville E. Daniel’s A Harmony of the Four Gospels, The New International Version (Second Edition) as a text to work through the life and ministry of Jesus. 
· Second, as we read, we will notice how the gospel writers portray Jesus as King, Christ, Messiah, and Lord.
·  Third, as we read, we will place a special emphasis on a spiritual reading of the text verses an informational reading of the text. We want the course to be both practical and academic.

COURSE TEXTBOOKS  

1. Stein, Robert H. (1996). Jesus the Messiah: A Survey of the Life of Christ. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press.
2. Bailey, Kenneth E. (2008). Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels. Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Academic.
3. McKnight, Scot. (2011). The King Jesus Gospel. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan.
4. Wright, N. T. (2011). Simply Jesus. San Francisco: Harper One, 2011. 

For Writing papers 

Please use Turabian style and format: The following link are available for reference:
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
The Week at a Glance:

Monday and Tuesday: Read Material, View Slides, View Videos.
Tuesday: Answer discussion questions for Dr. Kinnard's material. 
Wednesday: Answer discussion questions for reading material. 
Thursday: Read other students answers to discussion questions and respond to three students.
Friday: Read the responses you received from other students and respond to those responses. 
Saturday-Sunday: Begin Material for next week. Do research and writing on your final paper. 

1. Required Textbook Reading (fulfills Course Objectives 1 thru 4 above): See assigned reading listed in Course Schedule below. Students are to complete the required reading for the course. Students are to complete the reading during the week it is assigned. Students are to turn in a note stating the percentage of reading completed by midnight on the Friday Easter time of the last (the 8th) week of class. Total time = 43 hours or approximately 6 hours and 15 minutes each week.

2. Discussion Assignments (fulfills Course Objectives 1 thru 4 above). Required Wednesday by midnight (Eastern time):
Students will be given discussion questions at the beginning of each week for which he or she is to post on Angel totaling at least four double-spaced (unless single-spacing is requested) pages (approximately 1000 words using 12-point font with 1 inch margins, so 1 page of typed text equals about 250 words.) These will be due at midnight on Wednesday of that corresponding week. Total time = 42 hours or 6 hours per week.

3. Discussion Responses (fulfills Course Objectives 1 thru 4 above). Required by Thursday at midnight Eastern time: Students are to briefly respond to, interact with, and constructively engage in dialog with one other student the same-week as the Wednesday discussion-question-postings on Angel. The responses are to contribute ideas that help to inform and enrich the postings he or she interacts with. These will be due at midnight on Saturday of that same corresponding week and should be approximately 500 words in length. Total time = 21 hours or 3 hours per week.

4. Read the Response and Respond (fulfills Course Objective 1 thru 4 above). Required by Friday at midnight Eastern time: Students must read and respond to at least three of the responses given to their comments each week.
5. Exegesis Paper (fulfills Course Objective 1 thru 4 above): Following the suggested exegesis sequential guidelines listed below, write at least a 15 page exegesis paper (not including the pagination for the bibliography) on one pericope in one of the gospels and e-mail it to the instructor (at stevekinnard@mac.com putting “Life of Jesus” in the subject line) by midnight Friday of the last (8th) week of class:

USDE REQUIREMENTS
The United States Department of Education (USDE) requires a minimum of 135 hours of work for any 3-hour course, regardless of how long the course lasts.  It does not have to be the same work as a traditional 15-week course, but it must be the same amount of work.  To meet this USDE requirement, all MTS instructors must list in their syllabi the amount of time that each assignment should take.  The total hours for all work in a 3-semester-hour class must equal at least 135 hours, including any in-class time.   Use the following formula for reading and writing workloads: an average adult student takes 1 hour to read and absorb 20 pages of graduate-level text and 1.5 hours to research and write and rewrite 1 page of graduate-level text.  Our reading and writing guidelines require about 1,000 pages of reading per course and up to 50 pages of writing per course (including any online posts).  Using the formula above, for example, reading 1,000 pages should take about 50 hours and writing 50 pages should take about 75 hours.  That is a total of 125 hours, not including any in-class time for any onsite or offsite courses.
	Use the following formula for determining total student work hours:
# of hours in class (including online, in person, and video )+ (X pages /20) hours of reading + (Y pages of writing and research x 1.5) hours of writing >= 135 hours.  Note that the total number of hours in a course may be more than 135, but it cannot be less. 
  		1 hour in the classroom = 1 hour of course work
20 pages of reading = 1 hour of course work
 	 	1 page (300 words) of research and writing = 1.5 hours of course work
  		1 hour of field research = 1 hour of course work
  		1 page of online posting (200+ words) = 1 hour of course work.

			Classroom = 16
			Reading = 40
			Research and writing = 45
			Field Research = 8
			Posting = 21
			Total = 135
COURSE EXAMS/QUIZZES
Grading will be based on the quality of the work in each of the following areas: (1) the reading material (2) answering the discussion questions and responding to the discussions (3) the final paper. 

Each area of work carries the following percentage of the final grade:
(1) Reading 20% 
(2) Discussion and Responses 40% 
(3) Final Paper 40%
COURSE GRADING 
Below is the MTS grading scale for this class:
	A 	Excellent 	94–100 			4.00
	A- 		90–93 			3.67
	B+ 		87–89 			3.33
	B 	Good 	83-86 			3.00
	B- 		80-82 			2.67
	C+ 		77-79 			2.33
	C 	Average 	73-76 			2.00
	C- 		70-72 			1.67
	D+ 		67-69 			1.33
	D 	Passing 	63-66 			1.00
	D- 		60-62 			0.67
	F* 	Failing 	0–59			0.00
	

COURSE GRADING RUBRICS
Exegesis/Exposition Paper Grading Rubric Exegesis sequential guidelines:

1. Study the passage:
A. Read the passage carefully in at least 4 different English versions. If you understand Greek, then translate the passage from Greek to English.
B. Look at the context. What is going on before and after the passage?
C. Determine the literary genre of the passage and consider the ramifications of this type of literary genre on the interpretation of the passage.
D. Look at the structure of the passage. What are its stages of argument?
E. Look at words and phrases. Are there any that are hard to understand?
F. Do the different English translations suggest any places where there might be difficulty about the meaning?
G. Use an English or Greek Concordance to look up several interesting or difficult words. Do a detailed study of these words in the gospel you are considering. Determine how these words are used in other places within that gospel then determine the best meaning on the words in your chosen passage.
H. Study parallel biblical passages to determine how they may contribute to the exegesis of your present passage.

2. Learn from outside sources:
Read at least 6 scholarly Bible commentaries and 4 scholarly journals on the passage and glean from them any important information you discover for use in your paper. Note these sources in your bibliography and, if used in your paper, footnote (or endnote) them appropriately.

3. Write according to the following:
A. Write the paper, paying attention to spelling, grammar, and style according to Hacker, D. (2009), A Pocket Style Manual (5th ed.) Boston, MA: Bedfords/St. Martin’s (online guide is at www.dianahacker.com/resdoc and click on “Social Sciences” for APA).
B. Begin with an introductory paragraph or two in which you situate the passage in its context and deal with any necessary preliminary issues. In this introduction state the thesis of your paper (i.e. the main point of the passage) in one or two sentences and include the conclusions you have come to and will explain in the body of the paper.
C. The body of the paper should contain a verse-by-verse explanation of what you conclude the passage means. Include comments on specific words and phrases; but don't get lost in the forest by spending all your time on the trees: Make sure you help the reader see how the text is moving along, commenting on the transitions between verses and so on. As you comment on the text, be sure to indicate and cite other views of significant points that you have uncovered in your study and explain why you have chosen the view you have and have rejected other views. In the paper, make sure you critically interact in detail with those other views.
D. Include a conclusion that briefly summarizes what you discovered as the key point of the passage.
E. Include a final section in your paper in which you spell out the passage’s significance for (1) your thinking about the issue or about your faith in general, (2) what change you may need to make in your personal life as a result of your study, (3) how it applies to your church, and (4) how this passage can be applied as a guide or an evangelistic tool for society and the world today.
F. Include a bibliography of all the sources (not just the ones used) you consulted for the paper.

Total Time = 22 hours or approximately 3 hours per week.

(Total Time = 125 Hours)













Details of Cogency of Exegesis Section of the above Exegesis Paper Rubric are noted below:
	Through successful completion of this paper, the student will demonstrate the ability to interpret a biblical text attending to its historical, literary, canonical, and theological contexts.

	
	Exemplary
	Proficient
	Adequate
	Unacceptable

	Historical Context
Identify and engage interpretive implications of relevant matters having to do with setting in history for text and events described in text
	23-25 pts

	20-22 pts
	18-19 pts
	 0-17 pts

	Literary Context
Explores matters of genre and literary type as relevant to study of the assigned passage.
Relates events and literary features of the passage within narrative and/or literary context of author’s book(s) and the Testament in which the book is located.
	23-25 pts

	20-22 pts
	18-19 pts
	 0-17 pts

	Canonical Context
Explores how one or more themes from the assigned passage are developed in Old and New Testaments, how the passage informs other biblical texts and how other biblical texts inform the passage being interpreted.
	23-25 pts

	20-22 pts
	18-19 pts
	 0-17 pts

	Theological Context
Recognizes authority of the assigned passage as Christian Scripture. Explores how the assigned passage informs Christian theology and how Christian theology informs interpretation of the assigned passage.
Identifies a point of application for the findings of the paper within the context of a Christian worldview.
	23-25 pts

	20-22 pts
	18-19 pts
	 0-17 pts






COURSE SCHEDULE 
Week 1: Introduction to the Life and Teaching of Jesus. The Birth-Infancy Narratives.
Read: Matthew’s and Luke’s Account of the Birth Infancy Narratives. 
          Stein’s Jesus the Messiah, Chapters 1-5           
Bailey’s Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, Chapters 1-4
          Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapters 1-5
Week 2: The Early Ministry of Jesus. Miracles. Sermon on the Mount.
Read: Matthew 3-7.
          Stein’s Jesus the Messiah, Chapters 6-7           
Bailey’s Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, Chapters 6-7
          Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapters 1-5
Week 3: The Teaching Ministry of Jesus: Great Themes: Authority, Discipleship, Loving God and Loving Neighbor. Also, Jesus and Women.
Read: Luke’s Gospel.          
Stein’s Jesus the Messiah, Chapters 8-9           
Bailey’s Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, Chapters 14-20
          Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapter 9
Week 4: The Teaching Ministry of Jesus: The Parables.
Read: Matthew 8-24.
          Bailey’s Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, Chapters 21-32
           Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapter 8
Week 5: Jesus Prepares his Disciples for the Ministry and the Cross.
Read: Mark’s Gospel
          Stein’s Jesus the Messiah, Chapters 10-12
          Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapters 10-11
Week 6: The Passion Narrative.
 Read: The Story of the Crucifixion in all four Gospels.
           Stein’s Jesus the Messiah, Chapters 13-18
           Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapters 12-13
Week 7: The Resurrection.
Read: John’s Gospel.
The Story of the Resurrection in all four gospels.
          Stein’s Jesus the Messiah, Chapter 19            
Scot McKnight’s The King Jesus Gospel, Chapters 1-3
          Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapter 14
Week 8: The Great Commission.
Read: Scot McKnight’s The King Jesus Gospel, Chapters 4-10
          Wright's Simply Jesus, Chapter15
	
3-14. Turn in Final Paper by midnight Eastern Standard Time.

Schedule 

Week 1: 1/18-1/24
Week 2: 1/25-1/31
Week 3: 2/1-2/7
Week 4: 2/8-2/14 
Week 5: 2/15-2/21
Week 6: 2/22-2/28
Week 7: 3/1-3/7
Week 8: 3/8-3/14

POLICIES

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Students are expected to attend every class session. In the event that a student misses
one class session, he/she must work with the instructor to determine what is needed to make
up what was missed. If the student does not make up the work in a satisfactory manner, the
student’s final grade will be lowered one letter grade at the end of the course. If the student
misses two class sessions, the student’s final grade will be lowered one letter grade provided
that he/she makes up work for both class sessions. If that make up work is not completed, then
the final grade will be lowered by two letter grades. If the student misses three class sessions,
he/she will be given an F for his/her final grade and not be allowed to finish the course.

At times students have legitimate extenuating circumstances for their absences from
class. If this occurs and the student is doing well in class up to that point, the student can
contact the professor of the class and the Dean of the appropriate MTS School and ask for a 30 day extension beyond the end of class to complete the work in the class. This request however must be made at least 2 weeks before the final class session. If a 30 day extension is approved beyond the end of class and the student fails to finish all the requirements of the class by the end of those 30 days, the student will be assigned an F for his/her final grade for that class. Appeals can be made to the MTS President.

LATE WORK POLICY
All work is due when listed in the course syllabus, unless otherwise stipulated by the instructor. Grading of any late work on any assignment during the semester will be done at the discretion of the Instructor. (Note that instructors are not under obligation to accept any assignment that is late but may do so and grade it if they wish according to their discretion). No work may be accepted later than one week after the course concludes, since final grades for all classes are due two weeks after the last class session.  The only exception to this policy is for students who request and are granted an official course extension as noted in the above paragraph.  All such extensions are granted only for extreme circumstances (extended illness, death in family, etc.), and the extension may not exceed 30 days from the last day of class.  Only the appropriate MTS Dean may grant such requests, which must be made in writing at least 2 weeks before the last class session.  Otherwise, the grade earned at the end of the class is the one granted. 

ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL DISCIPLESHIP INTEGRITY POLICY
It is the policy of MTS that its students and faculty exhibit a high standard of honesty
and integrity and a commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Students are expected to be
committed to a living standard depicted in the Bible both academically and relationally both
inside and outside of school. Incidents of lack of integrity, including such things as plagiarism,
cheating, treating others with lack of respect will be taken seriously and offenders held
accountable up to and including probation, suspension and/or removal from their academic
program and MTS. All infractions should be reported to the appropriate Dean of MTS.

INSTRUCTOR/STUDENT COVENANT 
As instructor of this course, I covenant with each student that I will model Christ-like behavior, value and respect each student as a fellow disciple/learner, be prepared for each class session, make appropriate assignments, grade all assignments fairly, return all graded assignments promptly, and be available for consultation outside of class.  In return, I expect each student to model Christ-like behavior, value and respect fellow students and me as the instructor, be prepared for each class session, and complete assignments in ways that demonstrate your integrity. 

ONLINE ETIQUETTE 
Most of the online or hybrid courses in the graduate programs require students to interact with each other and with the instructor on a regular basis (per syllabus instructions).  Most of that interaction is done through online comments posted on Canvas.  Due to the constraints and unique nature of online communication, students should be aware of the tone or insinuations of any comments they post. Comments can often be misinterpreted when non-verbal cues such as facial expression and voice intonation are not present. Excessive punctuation, such as repeated exclamation points, could be construed as overly emotional or angry. Students need to consider how remarks might be interpreted by someone who does not know them personally and can only take their words at face value.  Students should compose their comments per instructions under the syllabus assignments, paying careful attention to proper grammar and spelling. 

LIBRARY RESOURCES AND SERVICES
While MTS does not have an official library onsite, there are many theological libraries which are available in the area for students to use with permission. These include:

The Denver Seminary Library
6399 South Santa Fe Drive
Littleton, Colorado 80120

Colorado Christian University
8787 W. Alameda Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226

Iliff School of Theology
2323 E. Iliff Ave.
Denver, CO  80021


There are also several State University libraries in the area which can be visited for research including the University of Colorado in Boulder, Regis University, University of Colorado in Colorado Springs, Colorado College in Colorado Springs, Naropa University in Boulder. The best search engine for biblical article research is EBSCO ATLA Religion with Serials data base which can be found at all of the above libraries.  

Please also visit any theological or university library in your area to see if they have access to ATLAs Religion data base. In Colorado, you may also check with local libraries for the availability of EBSCO Academic Search Premier data base. It searches many well respected academic religious journals also. MTS students can also access Academic Search Premier through our MTS website at www.mtsem.org.  


