
SAFE
BOATING TIPS

ON THE WATER TOGETHER

BRIDGE LIGHTS

Not allowed to proceed  Allowed to proceed 
under neath closed 
bridge, you may 
encounter oncoming 
tra�c
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• Do not alter course unexpectedl
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• Navigate swiftly and safely 
through bridges and locks

•

•

GENERAL TIPS



NW NE

SW SE

BUOYS AND
CARDINALS

Port side harbo r entrance 
with light 

 marks

Groyne and shor

Main channel to starboard 

Groyne and shore beacon 

Special mark

Additional marks

Cardinal buoys marking a wreck or 
other obstacle 

NAVIGATION LIGHTS

... 

A sailing vessel under 
sail assisted by propul-
sion should display lights 
as a powerboat. The use 
of tricolo r light is not 
allowed and a black cone 
should be displayed 
during daylight hours. 

A vessel at anchor, both 
sail and powerboat are 
to display a black ball. 

Larger vessel usually take 
priority over smaller vessel 
Usually vessels over 20 met e

 
and cannot stop quickly. Please stay out 
of the way and do not navigate too close 
in front of the vessel. 

 in front of the bow, so 
the skipper cannot see you (properly). If 
you cannot see the wheelhouse, the 
skipper cannot see you! 

Sail takes priority over muscle- 
powered, takes priority over motorised 
(Small) sailing vessels take priority 
over (muscle-powered) rowing boats/
canoes and these in turn take priority over 
(small) motorised vessels. So sail takes 
priority over muscle-powered, takes 
priority over motorised vessels. 

Powerboats
Vessel from starboard has right of way on 
open water – without buoyage. Vessels 
on opposite course shall both alter course 
to starboard.

Sailing boats

Windward vessel gives way to eeward 
vessel
When sailing vessels cross with the sails 
set on the same tack, the windward 
vessel gives way to the leeward vessel. 

IMPORTANT PRIORITY RULES

SOUND SIGNALS

Pay attention
Man euvrability restricted
Distress signal
Request to open bridge
Altering course to starboard
Altering course to port 
Operating stern propulsion

(repeat)



PROHIBITORY SIGNS

Entry, exit or transit ban

MANDATORY SIGNS

Mandatory heading

Keep to the starboard 
side of the channel 

 to stop in 
front of the sign
Do not exceed the 
speed indicated  
(in k )

Keep a particularly 
sharp lookout

Do not hinder  
outgoing vessels 

 to listen to 
specified VHF channel 

RECOMMENDATION 
SIGNS

Recommended 

RESTRICTION SIGNS

Limited water depth, 
possibly showing 
depth in metres
Limited clearance, 
possibly showing 
height in metres

Limited width of  
channel, possibly  

showing width in metres

INFORMATIVE SIGNS, 
ADDITIONAL SIGNS 

Navigating in, out or through is 
permitted 

Overhead cable 
crossing

Ferry moving 
independently

Ferry not moving 
independently

Mooring and anchoring 
permitted up to max  
width in metres

Turning area

Main channel and 
secondary channel

End of a 
prohibition 

in one direction only, or end of 
a restriction

Warning for outgoing 
vessels

Drinking water outlet

Motorised vessels 
permitted

Sport pleasur
permitted

Water skiing  
permitted

Sailing vessels 
permitted 
Vessels propelled 
by muscle power 
permitted

Surfboards permitted

Fast cruising for small 
vessels allowed

permitted 

VHF channel for 
nautical information 
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MARINE NAVIGATION MARKS 

No entry, except for 
small vessels without 
engine

No overtaking 

No mooring
No mooring 
anchoring within  
20 met s

No anchoring 

No mooring

Do not create wash

Motorised vessels 
prohibited

All sports or pleasure 
vessels prohibited

Water skiing  
prohibited

Sailing vessels 
prohibited
All vessels propelled 
by muscle power 
prohibited

Surfboards prohibited
End of waterway for 
fast powerboats with-
out speed restricters

prohibited


