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WHAT KIND OF SIGN WOULD YOU L IKE TO RECEIVE  

CONCERNING A DECISION YOU NEED TO MAKE?

Decision making can be difficult. Often, we seek some sign that this is the right direction and 
the correct decision to make. Is this the right job to take? Is this the best house to buy? Is 
she the one for me? How do we know for certain? If we only had a sign! Wouldn’t it be great if 
someone magically appeared to give you affirmation that what you are doing is correct? How 
about a sign in the sky, or a voice out of the blue?

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT

Matthew 16 ends with Jesus’s curious 
statement that some of the disciples would 
live to see “the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom” (Matt. 16:28). Most likely, He was 
referring to the transfiguration event in the 
opening verses of chapter 17. Following this 
event, Jesus descended the mountain with 
Peter, James, and John to where the other 
disciples were waiting. Jesus found them 
embroiled in confusion and frustration. 
This descent from the sublime experience 
on the mountaintop down to the chaos of 
the disciples’ dilemma mirrors so much of 
life for many of us. In fact, partially aris-
ing out of this event in Jesus’s life comes 
the common expression of going from the 
“mountaintop experience” down into the 
valley of reality.   

The “valley” that the disciples faced was 
their inability to meet a father’s request for 
healing his demon-possessed son (17:16). 
The nine disciples had failed to heal the boy, 
even though earlier they had been given 
authority to cast out demons (10:8). Speak-
ing to the crowd as well as the disciples, 
Jesus condemned their unbelief (17:17). 

The words of Jesus’s condemnation echo 
a similar condemnation on the people of 
Israel in the wilderness (Deut. 32:5). After 
the healing, the nine disciples questioned 
Jesus: “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 
Jesus’s answer pointed to the little faith of 
the disciples (Matt. 17:19-20).

Later, as the group was gathering in Gal-
ilee for the journey to Jerusalem, Jesus 
once again predicted His impending death 
(vv. 22-23). Such a statement brought great 
grief to the disciples. Now, instead of fight-
ing against the idea of Jesus’s approaching 
death, they were greatly distressed at the 
prospect of His death. 

Matthew 17 closes with a question to Jesus 
concerning the temple tax. Jesus answered 
the question by paying the tax in a most 
unusual way (vv. 24-27).
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Key WordsMatthew 17:1-13

1 After six days A Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother 
John B and led them up on a high mountain by themselves.  
2 He was transfigured C in front of them, and his face shone like 
the sun; his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Suddenly, 
Moses and Elijah D appeared to them, talking with him. 4 Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good for us to be here. If you want, 
I will set up three shelters E here: one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a 
bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud F said, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased. Listen 
to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown and 
were terrified. G 7 Jesus came up, touched them, and said, 
“Get up; don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up they saw no one 
except Jesus alone. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anyone about the vision 
until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 10 So the disci-
ples asked him, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must 
come first?” 11 “Elijah is coming and will restore everything,” 
he replied. 12 “But I tell you: Elijah has already come, H and 
they didn’t recognize him. On the contrary, they did whatever 
they pleased to him. In the same way I the Son of Man is going 
to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that 
he had spoken to them about John the Baptist.

A. Approximately a week after 
Peter’s confession of Jesus as 
Messiah at Caesarea Philippi.

B. Jesus’s inner circle. They were 
often present for significant 
moments in Jesus’s ministry (see 
Matt. 26:37; Mark 5:37).

C. “Transformed” (NLT). Jesus 
did not reflect the glory of God 
as Moses did (Ex. 34:33-35). He 
radiated the glory of God  
(John 17:5; Heb 1:3). 

D. Moses represented the 
Law, while Elijah symbolized 
the Prophets. Together, they 
encompassed the entirety of 
God’s Word.

E. “Tabernacles” (KJV). Likely, 
booths such as the ones built 
during the Feast of Tabernacles.

F. This is the second time 
Matthew recorded God the Father 
affirming Jesus as His beloved 
Son (see Matt. 3:17). 

G. Encounters with God’s glory 
leave people filled with fear and 
reverence (Isa. 6:5; Dan. 10:8-9; 
Rev. 1:17).

H. Malachi 4:5 was fulfilled in 
John the Baptist, who came “in 
the spirit and power” of Elijah 
(Luke 1:17). 

I. John’s suffering and death 
foreshadowed the suffering and 
death of Jesus.
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EXPLORE THE TEXT

1. Transfigured
(Matt. 17:1-3)

Pray that you would see the glory of Jesus.

 •  �How do you imagine Peter, James, 
and John reacting to Jesus’s 
transfigured appearance?

 •  �Where do we see Jesus’s glory 
revealed each day?

2. Overshadowed
(Matt. 17:4-8)

Worship is always the appropriate 
response to Jesus.

 •  �What was Peter suggesting in verse 4? 
Why do you think he spoke up? 

 •  �What hinders our ability to hear and 
act on Jesus’s words? What may 
hinder a person from taking Jesus’s 
teachings seriously? 

3. Instructed
(Matt. 17:9-13)

Seek to know Jesus better by learning 
God’s Word.

 •  �Why do you think Jesus instructed His 
disciples to remain silent about the 
transfiguration until after His resurrection?

 •  �How are you making an effort to grow in 
your understanding of Jesus, His identity, 
and mission? 

Apply the Text

 •  �Is it possible for your group to experience 
the glory of Jesus in its midst? Discuss 
with your group. What would be the 
appropriate response if you did?

KEY DOCTRINE:
The Scriptures

All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who 
is Himself the focus of divine revelation. 
(See Luke 24:44-46; John 5:39.)

BIBLE SKILL:
Use cross references to gain a better 
understanding of a biblical concept.

The New Testament not only records 
accounts of Jesus’s transfiguration but 
also teaches that believers likewise 
will experience transformation. Read 
the following passages and determine 
what each says about a believer’s 
transformation: Romans 12:2; 
1 Corinthians 15:51-55; 2 Corinthians 
3:18; and Philippians 3:20-21. How and 
when does this transformation take 
place in the life of a believer? How is our 
transformation similar to or different 
from what Jesus experienced?
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TALK IT OUT

Focus on Matthew 17:5b-6. Why do you think 
the disciples fell down and were terrified? 
What would you have done?

Matthew 17:1-13 records the account of 
Jesus’s transfiguration. The event fulfilled 
Jesus’s statement in Caesarea Philippi 
that some of His disciples wouldn’t die 
before seeing the Son of Man’s glory  
(Matt. 16:28). During Jesus’s transfigura-
tion, God’s divine voice repeated the words 
He had proclaimed earlier at Jesus’s bap-
tism—“This is my beloved Son” (3:17). Then 
God added the command, “Listen to him!” 
(17:5). God’s exhortation to “listen” to Jesus 
is reminiscent of Deuteronomy 18:15-19, 
where Moses demanded that the people 
listen to the prophet who was to come. 
When the disciples heard the voice, they 
fell down facedown.

For whose benefit did God speak audibly? Why 
do you think this was needed? 

The command to listen to Jesus does not 
refer to passively hearing what He said but 
to intentionally obeying Jesus’s words. He 
Himself spoke about the necessity of obe-
dience: “If you love me, you will keep my 
commands” (John 14:15). He also asked, 
“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t 
do the things I say?” (Luke 6:46).

What’s the difference between passive 
listening and active listening? In what area of 
life do you need to be more intentional about 
hearing and acting on Jesus’s words?

Memorize Matthew 17:5b-6, being mind-
ful that we are to worship and obey Him 
because of who He is.

Prayer Requests / Notes
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DAILY EXPLORATION

Day 1: Matthew 17:1-2

Compare verse 2 to Matthew 16:28.

The words “after six days” indicate the 
incident narrated in these verses is linked 
with what went before. This refers to the 
statement of Jesus that some of His disci-
ples would not die until they had seen the 
Son of Man (Matt. 16:28). Now, a week or so 
later, this declaration by Jesus took place. 

With Peter, James, and John, Jesus climbed 
a “high mountain.” This would have been 
a mountain near the location of Caesarea 
Philippi where they had been the week 
before. Once they reached the mountain-
top, Jesus was “transfigured” before the 
disciples. The word transfigured speaks 
of being transformed. Matthew said that 
Jesus’s “face shone like the sun.” In addi-
tion, “his clothes became as white as the 
light.” Hebrews 1:3 talks of Jesus as being 
the radiance of God’s glory. Here was that 
glory shining through. 

This transformation was like the Shek-
inah glory of God in the Old Testament 
where God appeared in the form of daz-
zling and blinding light. Peter later wrote 
about this event: “We were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty. For he received honor and 
glory from God the Father when the voice 
came to him from the Majestic Glory . . .” 
(2 Pet. 1:16b-17a). John also wrote of this in 
John 1:14, “We observed his glory.” 

Where can you see Jesus’s glory revealed? 

Day 2: Matthew 17:3-4

Consider the significance of the 
appearance of Moses and Elijah.

Moses and Elijah also appeared with Jesus 
before the three disciples. They were the 
representatives of the Law and the Proph-
ets. Their purpose was to point to the 
coming Messiah. With the presence of 
Moses and Elijah, the affirmation of Jesus 
as the Messiah moved to an even higher 
level in the eyes of the three disciples. 

Peter’s reaction was to get involved in host-
ing Moses and Elijah. Mark and Luke com-
ment that Peter was at a loss for words and 
uttered the first thing that came to mind 
(Mark 9:5-6; Luke 9:33). His declaration was 
that it was “good for us to be here.” Most 
likely, Peter was indicating that it was good 
in the sense that he, James, and John were 
there to help. He was not content to observe 
this scene but wanted to be in the scene. 
Apparently, Peter didn’t grasp the signif-
icance of the conversation of Jesus with 
Moses and Elijah concerning His coming 
arrest and crucifixion (see Luke 9:31).

Peter thought that such distinguished 
guests needed shelter from the sun. He 
probably had in mind the shelters of 
branches and leaves used at the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Such a shelter might encour-
age these visitors to stay longer! Luke 9:33 
indicates that Moses and Elijah were start-
ing to leave when Peter spoke. Perhaps 
Peter hoped such a move would keep them 
from departing.  

How was Peter’s response commendable? 
How was it inappropriate?

37
© 2025 Lifeway Christian Resources



Day 3: Matthew 17:5

Compare verse 5 to Matthew 3:17 and 
John 12:28.

Peter’s suggestion was interrupted by 
the appearance of a “bright cloud.” This 
is reminiscent of several Old Testament 
appearances of God in a cloud such as 
during the events of the exodus from Egypt 
(Ex. 13:21). The cloud “covered them” or 
overshadowed them, implying that it pro-
duced shade. 

Out of the cloud came a voice. The word 
emphasizes that the volume startled the 
disciples. The Gospels record two other 
occasions when the voice of God spoke 
words of affirmation to Jesus (Matt. 3:17; 
John 12:28). 

The voice heard on the mount of transfig-
uration served as another affirmation of 
Jesus as the Messiah. This verbal endorse-
ment, the visual transformation of Jesus, 
and the supernatural visitation of Moses 
and Elijah, served as unmistakable proof 
that Jesus was the Messiah. 

The phrase “my beloved Son” speaks of 
Jesus as being of the same essence and 
divine nature as God the Father. By speak-
ing from the cloud, God the Father wanted 
the three disciples to know of Jesus’s 
uniqueness and superiority over spiritual 
giants like Moses and Elijah. God instructed 
the disciples to listen to Jesus; that is, they 
were to pay attention and submit to His 
authority in obedience.

What is significant about the voice from 
the cloud?

Day 4: Matthew 17:6-9

Underline the words “don’t be afraid.”

The startling voice from the cloud produced 
fright and awe in the disciples—“they fell 
facedown.” They were “terrified” at the 
supernatural sights and sounds of the 
experience. Mark’s Gospel pointed to this 
fear as the reason Peter spoke without 
thinking (Mark 9:6).  

As the terrified disciples lay with their faces 
to the ground, Jesus came up and “touched 
them.” He told them, “Get up; don’t be 
afraid.” In the presence of Jesus, there was 
no reason to be afraid. 

When the disciples stood up, everything 
had returned to normal. Jesus’s appear-
ance was as it used to be. Moses, Elijah, and 
the bright cloud were gone. They saw no 
one except Jesus alone. Everyone else was 
gone, but they still had Jesus!

“As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus commanded” the disciples to keep 
what they had seen to themselves. This 
was the final time Jesus asked for silence 
about His miracles and identity. This time, 
however, He gave a time limit on His pro-
hibition. They were to remain silent until 
“the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 
The experience that the three disciples had 
witnessed would be impossible for others 
to believe. This included even the other dis-
ciples. Once the miracle of the resurrection 
took place, the transfiguration would easily 
be accepted as fact. Keep in mind that this 
event on the mountaintop was a foreshad-
owing of the glory of Jesus’s resurrection 
and second coming. 

When has recognizing the presence of Jesus 
alleviated your fears?
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Day 5: Matthew 17:10-13

Consider why the religious leaders 
failed to recognize what God was 
doing in John the Baptist and Jesus.

The presence of Elijah raised a question for 
the disciples. If Jesus was the Messiah, then 
why didn’t Elijah come first, as “the scribes” 
said? Jesus affirmed the scribes were right 
about Elijah coming. The problem was that 
the religious leaders didn’t recognize Elijah 
when he came. Jesus was alluding to John 
the Baptist. Luke 1:17 indicated that John 
the Baptist would “go before him [the Mes-
siah] in the spirit and power of Elijah.” 

Not only did the religious leaders fail to 
recognize John the Baptist as the prom-
ised coming of Elijah, but they treated 
him harshly. “In the same way the Son of 
Man is going to suffer at their hands.” The 
ill-treatment of John the Baptist served as a 
foreshadowing of the Messiah’s own suffer-
ing. Jesus pointed to the death of “Elijah”—
John the Baptist—as a harbinger of His own 
death by the Jewish leaders. 

The three disciples were able to connect the 
dots and realize that Jesus was speaking 
of the coming of John the Baptist. Slowly, 
the disciples were growing in their under-
standing of Jesus, His identity, and His 
mission. Such an understanding, though, 
only heightened their sadness about the 
days ahead. 

How are you making an effort to grow in your 
understanding of Jesus and His mission?

APPLY THE TE X T

How have you seen the glory of Jesus 
in your life? What does it mean for 
you to reflect His glory?

JOURNAL
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