SESSION 6

« Unwavering Determination

JOSHUA 14:1-15

CALEB FOLLOWED THE LORD COMPLETELY AND RECEIVED WHAT
GOD HAD PROMISED HIM DECADES EARLIER.
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A lot of us are like the little boy who prayed, “God give me patience, and give it to me right
now!” We need to learn to trust God’s promises and at the same time trust His timing. For
instance, thousands of years passed from the time God first promised the coming of the
Messiah until Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Yet the Bible says God sent His Son at just the
right time (Gal. 4:4). We can depend on God to keep His promises—in His perfect timing .

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED ABOUT TRUSTING GOD’S TIMING?

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT

Joshua 1-5 records God’s preparation
of Israel for the conquest of Canaan.
Chapters 6-12 explain Joshua’s military
strategy and record the specific cities,
lands, and peoples conquered. Joshua 11:23
states, “Joshuatook the entire land, in keep-
ing with all that the Lorp had told Moses.
Joshua then gave it as an inheritance to
Israel according to their tribal allotments.
After this, the land had rest from war.” The
statement, “Joshua took the entire land,”
means he defeated all of the enemies he
fought and took all of their lands. However,
Joshua did not fight everyone, nor did he
conquer all of the promised land. Joshua
got too old to finish the work he had begun
(13:1-7). The Lord promised Joshua that
He Himself would drive out the remaining
Canaanites. Thus, God instructed Joshua
to go ahead and distribute the land to the
tribes (chaps. 13-21).

Most allocations of the tribal territories
are described using combinations of the
listings of towns and geographic features
of the land, linking them in order to trace
the boundaries. Lists like these were

common in administrative texts in the
ancient Near East. Some scholars believe
these similarities suggest these records
of tribal allotments would have contained
the legal force of a treaty. When new towns
sprung up in the various territories, they
were added to the document throughout
Israel’s history. This procedure would
update and recognize the existence of new
settlements in those tribal areas for as long
as Israel possessed them. Consequently,
the tribal allotments served as a record of
God’s faithfulness to keep the promises He
made in His covenant with Israel.

In Joshua 20:1-21:45, Joshua assigned the
levitical cities and the cities of refuge. The
Levites did not receive a land inheritance.
Typically, four cities from each tribe were
levitical cities. The priests could live there
and be provided fields to pasture and farm.
Being spread out among the tribes pro-
vided the priests the opportunity to teach
the law to the people. The cities of refuge
were levitical cities that provided sanctu-
ary for a person who accidentally killed
someone (20:2-6).
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Joshua 14:1-15

1 The Israelites received these portions that the priest Eleazar, A Joshua
son of Nun, and the family heads B of the Israelite tribes gave theminthe
land of Canaan. 2 Their inheritance was by lot C asthe Loro commanded
through Moses forthe nine and a halftribes, 3 because Moses had giventhe
inheritance to the two and a half tribes beyond the Jordan. D Buthe gave
no inheritance among them to the Levites. 4 The descendants of Joseph
became two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim. ENo portion of the land was
giventothe Levites except cities to live in, along with pasturelands for their
cattleand livestock. 5 Sothe Israelites did as the Loro commanded Moses,
andthey divided the land. 6 The descendants of Judah approached Joshua
atGilgal,and Caleb Fson of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know
what the Lorp promised Moses the man of God at Kadesh-barnea about
you and me. 7 | was forty years old when Moses the LoRD’s servant sent
me from Kadesh-barnea to scout the land, and | brought back an honest
report. 8 My brothers who went with me caused the people to lose heart,
but I followed the Lorb my God completely. G90nthat day Moses swore
to me, ‘The land where you have set foot will be an inheritance for you and
your descendants forever, because you have followed the Lorp my God
completely.’ 10 As you see, the LorD has kept me alive H these forty-five
years as he promised, since the LorD spoke this word to Moses while Israel
was journeying in the wilderness. Here | am today, eighty-five years old.
11 | am still as strong today as | was the day Moses sent me out. My
strength for battle and for daily tasks is now as it was then. 12 Now give
me this hill country the Lorp promised me on that day, because you heard
then that the Anakim ! are there, as well as large fortified cities. Perhaps
the Lorb will be with me and | will drive them out as the Lorp promised.”
13ThenJoshuablessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebronas an
inheritance. 14 Therefore, Hebron still belongs to Caleb son of Jephunneh
the Kenizzite as aninheritance today because he followed the Lorp, the God
of Israel, completely. 15 Hebron’s name used to be Kiriath-arba; Arba was
the greatest man amongthe Anakim. Afterthis, the land had rest from war.
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Key Words

A. Aaron’s third son. He became
high priest when his father died
(Num. 20:22-29; 26:60-61).

B. Leaders from each tribe.
Previously, they served under
the direction of Moses in the
wilderness (Num. 32:28).

C. Casting lots was not a random
act. The Israelites trusted the
Lord to direct the outcome of the
process (Num. 26:52-56; 33:54).

D. The tribes of Reuben, Gad,
and half of Manasseh received
permission to settle on the
eastern side of the Jordan River
(Num. 32).

E. Jacob had decided that
Joseph’s two sons would account
fortwo tribes (Gen. 48).

F. A family head from Judah.
Caleb had served as a faithful spy
for Moses forty-five years earlier,
and God blessed his faithfulness
(Num. 13).

G. The Hebrew wording suggests
that nothing was lacking or
left out.

H. At 85, Caleb was as strong
as he had been at40 (v. 11).

He enjoyed health and strength
because God promised to bring
him into Canaan.

I. A tribe of fierce warriors, likely
giants. They had frightened
Israel’s earlier generation

(Num. 13:22-33), but Caleb was
not afraid.



EXPLORE THE TEXT

1. Obedience
(Josh. 14:1-5)

We will face daily opportunities to obey or
disobey God’s instructions.

® How was the dividing of the land a
demonstration of trust in God and
His wisdom?

2. Devotion
(Josh. 14:6-9)
We can be assured that God knows

and rewards those who follow
Him wholeheartedly.

® What does it look like to follow the
Lord wholeheartedly?

3. Inheritance
(Josh. 14:10-15)

We can be assured of God’s presence and
aid when we follow Him wholeheartedly.

® What was significant about what Caleb
asked of Joshua?

® Which of God’s promises do you rely upon
when facing unknown challenges?

Apply the Text

® What are some of the things people face
daily that pose an opportunity to obey or
disobey God'’s instructions?

® What can people do to prepare themselves
for these situations before they face them?

KEY DOCTRINE:
God

To Him we owe the highest
love, reverence, and obedience.
(See Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Luke 14:27.)

BIBLE SKILL:

Use a cross reference to learn more
about what the Bible says about a
particular subject.

The word “inheritance” essentially refers
to a “legal transmission of property
following death.” However, the Hebrew
terms translated “inheritance” did not
necessarily presuppose a death; they
could be used in other ways. Determine
how many times “inheritance” or a similar
term appears in Joshua 14:1-15. Then
read and reflect on these verses to learn
more about how it’s used in Scripture:
Joshua 1:15; 13:33; Jeremiah 10:16;
Matthew 19:29; 25:34; and Romans 8:17.
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TALK IT OUT

Focus on Joshua 14:8. Can you share a time
when you had to stand firm in your beliefs even
when others around you disagreed?

In Numbers 13, Moses sent twelve spies
to explore Canaan. After forty days, they
returned with a mixed report: the land was
fruitful but its inhabitants were strong and
the cities were fortified. Caleb urged the
people to take possession, but most of the
spies spread fear, focusing on obstacles and
causing the people to doubt and despair.
God promised Caleb that the land would
be an inheritance for him and his descen-
dants because Caleb had followed Him
completely (Num. 14:24). Forty-five years
later, as Joshua, the priest, and leaders from
each tribe divided the promised land, Caleb
reminded Joshua of the Lord’s promise.

Why did Caleb’s report differ from the majority
of the spies?

We are called to trust God’s promises even
when circumstances seem overwhelming
or others around us doubt. This means
we make decisions based on faith rather
than fear, and we encourage others to do
the same.

Caleb stood firm when others doubted. How
can we encourage each other to remain
faithful when facing opposition

or discouragement?

Agree to text Joshua 14:8 to each other as
areminder to follow the Lord completely.
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DAILY EXPLORATION

Day 1: Joshua 14:1

Compare this verse to
Numbers 34:16-29.

Verse 1 introduces the individuals central
to the process of distributing the allot-
ments of land to each tribe. Eleazar’s name
appearing before Joshua’s name is not
coincidental. Eleazar was Aaron’s third son
and Aaron’s successor as the high priest.
He had assisted Moses with a census of the
people as they prepared to enter the land of
Canaan. He also served Moses as an advi-
sor. When Moses commissioned Joshua to
be Moses’s successor, Eleazar consulted
the Lord before the entire congregation of
Israel to demonstrate to Israel that Joshua
was God’s choice to be Moses’s successor
(Num. 27:18-23).

Therefore, it is no surprise Eleazar was a
key figure on this momentous occasion. He
served as a visual reminder that God was
faithful to keep the promises of His cove-
nant with Abraham and his descendants. It
is for this reason that God had instructed
Moses that, when it was time to allocate
the land to the tribes, He wanted Joshua,
Eleazar, and one leader from each of the
tribes to distribute the land to the tribes
(Num. 34:16-29). Thus, the information in
this verse is important because it highlights
God’s faithfulness and demonstrates how
Joshua and Israel’s leaders meticulously
obeyed God’s instructions.

What are the reminders in your life of
God’s faithfulness?

Day 2: Joshua 14:2

Compare this verse to Proverbs 16:33.

The lands were allocated to the “nine and
a half tribes” still waiting for their tribal
inheritance. These were to be determined
according to the Lord’s instructions first
given to Moses and handed down to Joshua.
The central role of Eleazar in the distribu-
tion of the tribal allotments was not the
only indicator that it was the Lord who
was central to what was taking place. God
had commanded Moses that Israel’s tribal
allotments were to be determined “by lot”
(Num. 26:52-56; 33:54).

Lots were used to determine God’s willin a
matter. For example, the high priests used
the Urim and Thummim as sacred lots to
receive a divine answer (Ex. 28:15-30).
In the New Testament, the apostles used
the lot to replace Judas with Matthias
(Acts 1:26). No one is sure what lots looked
like or how people knew how to interpret
them. What is most important is that Scrip-
ture indicates the outcome of the lot was
not random. Proverbs 16:33 states, “The lot
is cast into the lap, but its every decision is
from the Lorp.” Therefore, the determining
of each tribe’s allotment was not a matter of
chance; God was in control of the procedure
and outcomes.

How does this passage remind you that
nothing happens randomly—that God is
ultimately in control of all the details of
your life?
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Day 3: Joshua 14:3-5

Highlight the phrase “So the Israelites
did as the Lorp commanded.”

Jacob had twelve sons. From oldest to
youngest they were Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher,
Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin.
Joseph received a double inheritance from
his father, so Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh, became the heads of two tribes.
That totals thirteen. However, the tribe
of Levi did not receive an inheritance of
land. Because the Levites were commis-
sioned to serve the Lord at the tabernacle
and then later at the temple, their inheri-
tance was “the LorD . .. just as he prom-
ised them” (Deut. 18:1-2; Josh. 13:33).
Joshua 21:1-41 indicates forty-eight cities
distributed throughout the twelve tribal
allotments were designated for the Levites.

At their request, Moses had already prom-
ised land allotments east of the Jordan
River to “two and a half tribes” on the
condition they joined the other tribes in
the conquest of the land west of the Jordan
(Num. 32:28-33). These were the tribes
of Gad, Reuben, and half of the tribe of
Manasseh. Joshua reconfirmed this prom-
ise with them when the conquest was about
to commence (Josh. 1:12-18).

Verse 5 says that all “the Israelites did as
the Lorp commanded Moses”—in contrast
to the previous generation with the excep-
tions of Joshua and Caleb. None of God’s
commands are trivial. It was because of
the people’s obedience that the Israelites
enjoyed the blessing of dividing the land.

What blessings are you missing because
of disobedience?

Day 4: Joshua 14:6-9

Underline “followed the LORD my
God completely.”

Caleb, a descendant of Judah, approached
Joshua and reminded him of Moses’s prom-
ise at Kadesh-barnea. After the Israelites
left Mount Sinai and were readying them-
selves to go into the promised land, they
settled at Kadesh-barnea, an oasis south
of Canaan. Then Moses sent twelve spies,
one from each tribe, to scout out the land
so that they would know what to expect
when they entered it. Caleb was one of the
two spies who said Israel could defeat the
inhabitants because the Lord would give
them the victory; the other was Joshua.
Nevertheless, the people believed the
report of the ten spies instead of Joshua and
Caleb (Num. 13-14).

Numbers 32:12 says that none except Caleb
and Joshua followed the Lord completely.
“Completely” means “wholeheartedly.”
Here, Caleb repeated the phrase that he
“followed the LoRD. .. completely” with the
same wording in Hebrew. It was because
of their unwavering faith and devotion to
God that Joshua and Caleb, along with their
families, were the only ones God permitted
to enter the promised land from that gener-
ation. In Numbers 14:24, God promised He
would bring Caleb into the promised land
and that his descendants would receive
their inheritance there because Caleb
“had a different spirit” and “remained
loyal to me.”

What would it look like in your life to follow
the Lord wholeheartedly?
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Day 5: Joshua 14:10-15

Compare Joshua 14:10 to
Numbers 14:30.

Caleb was eager to receive the inheritance
God had promise him and his family. But he
was forced to wait “forty-five years” before
he could receive it while he wandered for
forty of those years in the wilderness—
not because of any wrong he had done but
because of the lack of faith and the disobe-
dience of others. The remaining five years
indicate that the Israelites had already been
involved in the conquest of Canaan for at
least five years.

Caleb’s trust in the Lord’s faithfulness
never wavered. He realized that God had
kept him alive for this. Not only did the
Lord keep Caleb alive at eighty-five years
old, but He also kept Caleb as strong as he
was forty-five years prior when Moses sent
him out to scout the land of Canaan. Caleb
was not too old or too weak to do what God
had promised him he could do. Moreover,
Caleb was eager to go to the hill country, the
location of the fortified cities of the Anakim,
and to take on the same giants that had ter-
rified the other ten spies. Joshua 11:21-22
indicates Israel had already defeated the
Anakim, but some had gotten away only
to return later. Caleb was ready and eager
to go in and finish them off. After hearing
Caleb’s request, “Joshua blessed Caleb”
and gave him the land he requested as
his inheritance.

How does this passage remind you that God’s
promises are certain, even if their fulfillment
takes time?

In what areas of your life do you need to
demonstrate the same confidence in God’s
Word that Caleb showed?

APPLY THE TEXT

Is there any situation in your life at
the present where you are faced

with a decision to obey or disobey

God’s instructions? What should you
remember and do to make the right
decision and obey God?
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