SESSION 7

Vital Decision

JOSHUA 24:14-24

IN HIS FAREWELL ADDRESS, JOSHUA CHALLENGED THE PEOPLE
TO CHOOSE THE LORD OVER THE GODS OF THE CANAANITES.




Crash landings of commercial jets are extremely rare. Nevertheless, one of the normal rou-
tines before a commercial jet takes off is flight attendants giving passengers instructions on
what to do in case of an emergency landing on land or water. Most passengers seem to ignore
the flight attendants. People might get away with that on a plane, but it is always costly when

people ignore warnings in the Word of God.

WHY ARE PEOPLE TEMPTED TO IGNORE WARNINGS OF POTENTIAL DANGER?

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT

Chapters 22-24 contain Joshua’s farewell
message to Israel. This last section can be
divided into two subsections. Chapter 22
describes how Joshua summoned the tribes
of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of
Manasseh that had requested to have their
tribal allotments in lands east of the Jordan
River. Moses had promised them these
allotments if they helped the rest of the
tribes defeat the Canaanites (Num. 32:1-32;
Josh. 1:12-18). Now that the fighting was
done, Joshua commended them for keeping
their oath. Before pronouncing a blessing
on them and sending them to their homes,
Joshua instructed them to obey God’s Word
and to remain His faithful servants.

When the Reubenites, Gadites, and half-
tribe of Manasseh reached the Jordan
River, they built alarge altar on the western
side, Israel’s side. The other tribes, think-
ing that this action would bring God’s wrath
on all of Israel as they had experienced in
the past, prepared to wage war with them.
However, before commencing their attack,
the nine and a half tribes west of the Jordan
sent a delegation to speak with the two and

a half tribes to the east. The eastern tribes
appealed to God and said they built the altar
as a memorial of their solidarity with the
other tribes even though they were sepa-
rated by the Jordan River. This pleased the
delegation and averted hostilities.

Chapters 23-24 contain Joshua’s last
words to Israel. He challenged the people
to remain faithful to the Lord and stay
away from the false gods of the peoples
still remaining in the land. Joshua warned
them that if they worshiped these idols,
then the Lord would destroy them. The
people insisted they would remain faithful.
Consequently, Joshua made a covenant for
the people and set up a memorial stoneasa
witness to the oath they made to the Lord.
Israel worshiped God as long as Joshua and
their elders who served beside Joshua lived.
Finally, the book concludes with the burials
of Joshua, Joseph’s bones, and Eleazar the
high priest.
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Joshua 24:14-24

14 “Therefore, fearA the Lorp and worship himin sincerity and
truth. B Get rid of the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond
the Euphrates River and in Egypt, C and worship the Lorb.
15 But if it doesn’t please you to worship the Lorb, choose
for yourselves D today: Which will you worship—the gods your
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods
of the Amorites E in whose land you are living? As for me and
my family, we will worship the Loro.” F 16 The people replied,
“We will certainly not abandon the Lorb to worship other gods!
17 Forthe Lorp our God brought us and our ancestors out ofthe
land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery, and performed these
great signs before our eyes. He also protected us all along the
way we went and among all the peoples whose lands we trav-
eled through. 18 The Lorb drove out before us all the peoples,
includingthe Amorites who lived in the land. We too will worship
the Lorb, because heis our God.” 19 ButJoshuatold the people,
“You will not be able to worship the Lorb, because he is a holy
God. He is a jealous G God; he will not forgive your transgres-
sions and sins. 20 If you abandon the Lorp and worship foreign
gods, he will turn against you, H harm you, and completely
destroy you, afterhe hasbeen good to you.” 21 “No!” the people
answered Joshua. “We will worship the Lorp.” 22 Joshua then
told the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that

”

you yourselves have chosen to worship the Lorp.” “We are wit-
nesses,” they said. 23 “Then get rid of the foreign gods that are
among you and turn your hearts to the Lorp, the God of Israel.”
24 So the people said to Joshua, “We will worship the Lorb our

God and obey him.”
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Key Words

A. Joshua was calling for Israel to
show reverence and respect for
the Lord.

B. The Israelites needed to live
with integrity before the Lord.
Superficial devotion—or lip
service—would not be sufficient.

C. Abraham lived in a pagan
society before God called him to
Canaan (Gen. 11:27-28). Israel’s
previous generation apparently
struggled with Egyptian idolatry
even after God rescued them
from slavery.

D. God had chosen Israel, and He
longed forthem to choose Him.
However, He would not force them
to worship Him.

E. Under Moses, Israel defeated
the Amorites (Num. 21:21-35).
Yet, the Israelites continued to
worship Amorite idols throughout
their history (1 Kings 21:26;

2 Kings 21:11).

F. Joshua declared his choice.
The Hebrew word for “worship”
also can be translated “serve.”
Worship and service are like two
sides of the same coin.

G. God would not stand for
idolatry. He demanded the
Israelites’ full commitment
(see Ex. 20:5; Deut. 32:16-21;
Nah. 1:2; and Zech. 8:2).

H. God’s favor depended on
Israel’s faithfulness. If they
refused to serve Him alone, they
would suffer curses instead

of blessings.



EXPLORE THE TEXT

1. Challenge
(Josh. 24:14-18)

Each person must consider how he or she
will respond to the Lord.

® Why is it important to consciously
choose whom you will serve?

® How does your decision to serve the Lord
influence people around you?

2. Warning
(Josh. 24:19-24)

We’re to put away any idols that might
demand our devotion that rightfully
belongs to the Lord.

©® What kinds of idols or false ideas
compete for your time and attention?

Apply the Text

As a group, discuss ways you might
encourage one another to respond rightly
to the Lord when He challenges you to be
wholeheartedly devoted to Him.

® What does it look like in your context to
be wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord?

KEY DOCTRINE:
God’s Purpose of Grace

Believers may fall into sin through neglect
and temptation, whereby they grieve the
Spirit, impair their graces and comforts,
and bring reproach on the cause of Christ
and temporal judgments on themselves;
yet they shall be kept by the power

of God through faith unto salvation.

(See John 5:24; 10:27-29.)

BIBLE SKILL:
Use a Bible study resource to learn
more about a biblical principle.

Joshua 24 highlights a renewal of

the covenant between the Lord and

His people. Use a Bible atlas to locate
Shechem on a map of ancient Israel.
Look up the word “covenant” ina

Bible dictionary. Read and reflect on

the following Scripture passages to
learn more about ancient covenants:
Genesis 9:8-17; 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-27;
Exodus 19:1-8; 2 Samuel 7:1-17. Consider
how the Israelites responded to God’s
covenants through the years. Why was a
new covenant sealed by Jesus’s death and
resurrection necessary for God’s people?

Explore the Bible
Prayer Guide

Scan here for a weekly prayer
guide based on this quarter’s
Bible passages.
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TALK IT OUT

Focus on Joshua 24:23-24. Share one thing
you’ve had to give up or remove from your life
to make room for something better.

Joshua called Israel to renew their cove-
nant with God. He urged them to fear the
Lord, serve Him with sincerity, and put
away all foreign gods, declaring his own
commitment: “As for me and my family, we
will worship the Lorp” (24:15). The people
responded by affirming their loyalty to God,
recalling what God had done for them in the
past. Joshua warned them that serving the
Lord is a serious matter because God is holy
and jealous; the Lord would deal with them
harshly if they abandoned Him to worship
other gods. Despite the warning, the people
insisted they would serve the Lord. Joshua
then commanded them to remove idols and
fully devote themselves to God. The people
pledged their obedience.

Joshua commanded the people to get rid
of the foreign gods and turn their hearts to
the Lord. What does it mean to turn your
heart to God?

True devotion to God requires both remov-
ing idols and actively turning our hearts
toward Him. In today’s world, idols can be
anything that competes for our loyalty—
such as success, material things, or per-
sonal comfort. Serving the Lord requires
making intentional choices to prioritize
Him above everything else. Real commit-
ment moves beyond words into actions that
reflect that our hearts belong fully to Him.

How do these verses challenge you to
examine your priorities and loyalties?

Write Joshua 24:23-24 on a card and place
it where you will see it every day this week.
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DAILY EXPLORATION

Joshua 24:14

Reflect on what it means to worship
God in sincerity and truth.

Verses 1-13 record that Joshua gathered
Israel at Shechem. It was at Shechem that
God promised Abraham He would give the
land of Canaan to his descendants. So as
Joshua was about to die, he stood before
all of Israel at Shechem and proclaimed
that they themselves were evidence of and
witnesses to the truth that God kept His
promise to Abraham.

Joshua told how God had provided for His
people. He reminded them how the Lord
brought Abraham to theland of Canaan and
multiplied his descendants. God had been
with them in Egypt. He destroyed their
enemies and brought the Israelites out of
Egypt. After spending time in the wilder-
ness, God brought them into the promised
land. Even though the inhabitants of the
land fought against Israel, the Lord handed
Israel’s enemies over to them and gave
them the land. God had given them every
good thing they now possessed.

Based on these truths, Joshua brought this
challenge to the nation: “fear the Lorp and
worship him in sincerity and truth.” This
means they were to have a deep-seated rev-
erence and awe for God that would cause
them to hate evil and reject all other gods
including the gods that their ancestors wor-
shiped “beyond the Euphrates River and in
Egypt.” This meant desiring to honor and
worship Him above everything else.

What does it mean to “serve the Lorp in
sincerity and truth” in your daily life?

Joshua 24:15

Reflect on why it was necessary for
the Israelites to choose whom they
would worship.

Joshua challenged the people to choose
whom they would worship. They could
not wallow in indecision. Indecision is a
decision that leads to more wrong deci-
sions. Israel had a poor track record when
it came to faithfulness. Their forefathers
worshiped other gods in Mesopotamia and
Egypt, and now the Israelites wereinaland
where its populace worshiped more false
gods. The gods of the Canaanites’ seductive
fertility cult would tempt the Israelites with
its materialism and immorality.

Either the Israelites would worship the
Lord alone and reject all other gods, or
they would worship other gods and in so
doing reject the Lord. They could not do
both, although going forward many of them
would try and pay a price for having done
so. The Lord requires undivided devotion.
Joshua’s challenge was that it was now time
for all the people of Israel to declare their
loyalty to the Lord. Commitment to the
Lord is either total commitment or it is not
commitment at all.

Joshua demonstrated godly leadership by
displaying before the people his own exam-
ple. He stood before the entire nation and
declared that he and his family were going
to “worship the Lorp.” Joshua’s decision
did not depend on what those around him
would or would not do.

How does making a deliberate choice to
serve God affect your decisions and actions?
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Joshua 24:16-18

Note the reasons the people cited for
clinging to the Lord.

We should never underestimate the influ-
ence a godly example can have on others.
Joshua provides an example of how a man
devoted to the Lord had a positive influence
on a multitude of others. When Joshua had
addressed the people earlier, he instructed
them to literally “cling” to the Lord their
God because of what the Lord had done
for them (23:8-9). Now, with the most
emphatic language possible, the people
replied to Joshua, exclaiming that there
was no way they would “abandon the LorD
to worship other gods.” They promised to
do what Joshua had challenged them to do,
to cling to the Lord. This means they were
promising they would stay away from the
influence of pagan gods, obey the Lord,
cultivate love for and devotion to Him, and
worship Him alone. This is the commitment
of everyone who truly loves the Lord.

Joshua had recounted the good things the
Lord had done for Israel in verses 1-13.
Beginningin verse 17, the people recounted
God’s history of blessing them as well. By
doing so, they were indicating that they
realized they had good reason to cling to
the Lord and reject all other gods. They
recounted how God saved them out of
Egypt, protected them from their enemies
as they made their way through the wilder-
ness, and defeated and “drove out before”
them all of the Amorites they had faced in
the land of Canaan.

Make a list of reasons to cling to the Lord.
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Joshua 24:19-20

Circle the words “holy” and “jealous.”

Joshua’s response to the people in verse 19
may appear harsh. However, he had wit-
nessed their parents give a similar response
of commitment to the Lord at Sinai. It was
not long after they declared their loyalty
to the Lord that they made a golden calf
and worshiped it (Ex. 19:8; 32:1-4). Joshua
knew that it was easier to make a promise of
devotion to the Lord than it was to keep it.
He knew that after all the good things God
had done for Israel up to that point, they
would be unfaithful to Him.

The statement, “he will not forgive
your transgressions and sins,” was not
an absolute, eternal statement for the
Lord’s covenant people. The remainder
of the Scriptures demonstrates this (see
Rom. 11:11-24; Eph. 2:11-22). Nevertheless,
it did mean that God would not overlook
their unfaithfulness and there would be
consequences for their sin. The law warned
that if the Israelites were unfaithful to the
Lord, then they would experience drought,
famine, disease, defeat, and ultimately exile
from the promised land (Deut. 28:15-68).

God is not to be taken lightly. Believers
today need to recognize that while we are
secure in Christ, there is great blessing
when we obey our Lord but loss of blessing
when we sin against Him (1 Cor. 3:13-14;
Gal. 6:7-9).

How does God'’s holiness shape the way you
approach Him in worship and obedience?
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Day 5: Joshua 24:21-24

Note the two commands in verse 23.

After hearing Joshua say they would break
their covenant with the Lord by worship-
ing other gods, the people of Israel dou-
bled down. They emphatically denied the
possibility they would reject the Lord and
serve other gods, insisting that they would
be faithful servants who would “worship
the LorD” just as they had declared already.
With that said, Joshua commenced to put
them under oath. He made the people
responsible to be witnesses against them-
selves that they had “chosen to worship the
Lorp.” Having a witness or witnesses was
part of the ceremony of making an ancient
covenant. Verses 26-27 indicate Joshua
recorded their covenant and erected a
stone to memorialize it to serve as a visual
witness to the promise they made that day.

Verse 23 reveals that what God had previ-
ously predicted had already begun. Some
of the Israelites had possession of idols and
were worshiping these “foreign gods”—
even after all the things they had seen the
Lord do and after everything He had given
them. Notwithstanding, one more time they
emphatically insisted, “We will worship the
Lorp our God and obey him.” In the final
comments of the book, verse 31 indicates
Israel worshiped the Lord throughout the
lifetime of Joshua and the elders of his gen-
eration who had witnessed all that the Lord
had done for Israel.

What areas of your life need realignment to
reflect your commitment to worship and obey
God fully?

APPLY THE TEXT

What are some of the consequences

for failing to put away idols in your

life? Who might you influence this
week to encourage to strengthen
their devotion to the Lord?
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