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Approved Minutes


Notice is hereby given that the Mayor and Members of Town Council held the Regular Town Council Meeting.  The meeting was held on Thursday the 14th day of August 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Torrey Town Office, Bay 1 located at 75 E 100 N. Note the agenda may be accelerated or line items may be discussed in any order. The agenda was as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk132712843]
Welcome, Mayor Mickey Wright
Administrative Business
	Welcome/ Opening Remarks
Roll Call: Pat Kearney, Jordan Pace, Mayor Wright, Renee Reel, Richard Braaten, Colleen Dudleston, Melinda Meservy, Nan Anderson, 
Excused: Dustin Oyler
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Renee Reel
Public Comments: None
Conflict of Interest: None
[bookmark: _Hlk173926217][bookmark: _Hlk203990280]Review & Approve Minutes of July 10, 2025, Town Council Meeting.
Pat Kearney made a motion to accept the minutes. Jordan Pace seconded the motion and all council members voted to approve.

Review and Approve Minutes of August 7, 2025 Special Work Meeting.
Pat Kearney made a motion to approve the minutes. Jordan Pace seconded the motion and all council members voted to approve.

Agenda Requests/Discussion: 
Sarah Tal: Color Country Animal Welfare (CCAW)
As president of the board, Sarah Tal presented a brief history of the past 10 + years. Sara distributed a handout showing the number of animals rescued and served during the years 2017 through 2025 to date.  This is the third year at the current facility, and the number of animals continues to increase. They have started a food bank for members of the community that may need help providing food for their animals.  
CCAW is now working with the Wayne County Fire Department to develop a safety plan for animals during a disaster. CCAW requested that Torrey donate up to $1,500 if possible. 

	Amanda Brown: Water Leak 
In June Amanda discovered and repaired a water system leak. The billing for July was about $500. Amanda is asking for forgiveness of this overage. Jordan Pace made a motion to forgive the overage for July and August if it carries over. Richard Braaten seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor.

Steve Bradley Water Leak: 
In July Mr. Bradley Found a water leak in his garden. It has been repaired. Pat Kearney made a motion to forgive the water overage. Jordan Pace seconded the motion and all council members voted to approve.

	Gary Hallows Water Leak:
The Hallows have someone checking their home while they are away. A water leak was discovered and repaired. Jordan Pace made a motion to forgive the water overage. Renee Reel seconded the motion. All council members voted to approve.
	
William Potter – Water Connection Application
Mr. Potter will be building a cabin near the cemetery. He is asking for a water meter connection. Jordan Pace made a motion to give him a water connection. Richard Braaten seconded the motion and all council members voted to approve. 

	Cash Valley Bank: Doanld Coombs:
Mr. Coombs did not attend the meeting. Mayor Wright said he will speak with Donald Coombs on Saturday.

Robert Morrill: George D Morrill Legacy
Mr. Morrill explained that his ancestor was one of the founding families in Torrey. According to family records the family donated the land for the school house and Park in 1919.
Ancestral family member, Robert Merlin is noted in the county records for paying the back taxes for the park. The Morrill family is researching more documentation.  
The Town Council will review the families’ request to name the park after George D Morrill once documentation is received. 

	Deer Control: Pearl Thorndal Stewart
Pearl spoke regarding the number of deer walking onto her property and into her green house. She would like to see some kind of control of the deer population. She heard a rumor that someone in her area of town is feeding the deer. 
Mayor reviewed the state statutes regarding controlling the deer population. To control the feeding of deer, Torrey must create and pass an ordinance to prevent the feeding of deer. The are multiple requirements and limitations for a small town to take on the responsibility of deer management. It was suggested that the Stewarts may want to build a 6’ fence. 
John Dillenback suggested a device he has purchased to repel the deer. Mayor Wright discussed the lack of Torrey ordinance restricting gun fire or bow and arrows in town limits. Such an ordinance can be discussed in the future. Division of Wildlife Resources is the agency we need to work with. Mayor Wright offered to speak with the Division of Wildlife Resources again about the options they offer to control deer.  
Nancy made a comment regarding the lethality of guns and arrows fired in town. She would like to see the restriction of guns and bow and arrows shot in town.  
Joy Morris commented that she does not think there is such a deer problem.
 
	Fire Station Property and Responsibilities: Commissioner Blackburn
Commissioner Blackburn did not attend due to miscommunication among staff. Mayor Wright briefly explained that the contract written when the fire department was built has ended. 
Now there is a question of the deeding of the property and whether the building conforms with the Dark Skies ordinance and the maintenance responsibility on the building. Mayor Wright will take this back to Dennis Blackburn. 
	

Mayor’s Business: 
	Review Mayor’s Report attached to the agenda.
Welcome Renee Reel to the Torrey Town Council. 
Power outage a letter was sent to the local papers thanking the power company and fire fighters, 
	Joe Giles and everyone who worked so hard to restore and maintain power. 
Utah office of Tourism 
Mayor Wright attended the workshop on Monday and Tuesday. An Astro tourism route was discussed as it has been done in other places. 
Juniper Drive records were reviewed by Mayor Wright and Colleen Allen. They discovered the county didn’t dedicate the road. However, an easement was given for access. Utah code says that anyone can maintain the road if there is an easement. So now the residents can go forward to creating a contract between Torrey and Juniper Drive for maintaining the road. The city attorney will create the contract, and it will be sent to residents of Juniper Dr. 
The walking path pavement bids were $160,000 and $225,000. Melinda did receive significantly lower bids for decomposed granite. This will be revisited. 
Sand creek bridge grant request is in for review by THUD.
The flood mitigation grant needs to be reviewed. 
Website training is underway. Pictures are needed for the Town Council and Staff. 
Congresswoman Maloy asked that she be contacted if ICE comes to Torrey. Pat Kearney suggested composing a letter to each business requesting them to notify the Torrey Council if they have any issues that arise with ICE. Pat Kearney made a proposal that the city compose a letter to the businesses asking them to inform us of any contact by ICE or issues with ICE.
Town Business:
	Welcome Renee Reel who has agreed to fill a council vacancy.

Tourism Committee. 
Nan Anderson gave an overview of the Tourism committee and proposed members. The Memorandum Of Understanding was distributed to the council to discuss and set roles and responsibilities. See attached for the MOU in whole. Mayor Wright is suggested to be a member; Nan will be a member and other community members to be determined. Pat Kearney recommended there be an annual review of the MOU as there is with the Farmers Market MOU.
Pat Kearney made a motion to sign the MOU. Jordan Pace seconded the motion and all voted yes. 
	
2026 Fee Resolution Review: 
Pat Kearney will work on the business fee’s breakdown to apply to business types including lodging types. This will be addressed during the September 11 Town Council meeting.  

Civic Review Update: 
Most forms are complete. Now certificates are being developed

Discuss Short-Term Rental:
Ordinance update and take appropriate action: 
Schedule a work meeting to discuss: Fees charged for STR, selection point system, transferability, inspections. The Utah resort caucus said that towns have a lot more control over the STR policy. Torrey has a lot to be clarified. We will have a public hearing on September 11th 
Work meeting, was scheduled for 26 of August. Additional agenda item addressed will be paying off the post office. Jordan made the motion to hold a work meeting on August 26, 7:00PM. Richard Braaten seconded and all voted in favor.

Clerk Report: Karen Mayne
Building Permits: None
GRAMA: None
Election Timeline: 
Deadline for write-in candidates is August 29.

Financial Report Colleen Dudleston/ Melinda. 
The July 2025 financial reports. 
Colleen explained the Cash Valley Bank is raising the loan percentage rates and recommended the Post Office loan be paid off. The balance is $28,000. We will discuss during the work meeting on August 26, 2025.
The budgeted items reported were discussed and explained. 
Jordan made the motion to approve the financial report and pay the bills. Pat Kearney seconded the motion and all council members voted in favor. 
Events: Melinda
$24,524 was spent on Apple Days. The cash revenue will cover the expenses provided we receive the Tourism grant. 
Torrey Walking Path. A plan progress update was distributed. Melinda will be requesting bids for the walking path.
Council Reports:
Pat Kearney: Pioneer Cemetery, Cemetery, Trees & Office
Upkeep on the three problem trees have been completed. Also, the tree by the old post office was trimmed. One more tree will need to be done.
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Richard Braaten: Roads. 
Richard is coordinating with Dustin putting speed sign on Center Street, north bound. Brown brothers will be grading 325 N. Brig Reese said they are still able to drop off asphalt to fill potholes. 

  	Jordan Pace: Water. 
Nitrate testing is being done and will be submitted. Pat requested the water quality testing results be made public. A water report link will be included in the newsletter.

Renee Reel: Park, Pavilion, Post Office, & Town Events. 
Renee will meet with Colleen to understand the finances and meet with Pearl to discuss responsibilities. The Package Guy is working on the postal services he would like to bring to Torrey.

Public Works Report: Dustin Oyler, Dustin helped with the tree cutting and removing the fences. 
ISO water pressure study is being completed. Brock is working with Dustin to provide the data. Due by Sept 2.

Planning and Zoning: Bill Barrett
The commission spent a lot of time going over ordinances. They have produced a new simplified Night Sky lights 2-page explanation. 
Title 9 is nearly finished. Bill Hopes to be finished by the August Planning and Zoning meeting. The commission wants to change the lumens per acre to be based on the footprint of the building. 
Next step will be to review title 10, zoning. The commission will square the language with title 9.
Planning and Zoning will finish title 9 and then title 10 together in one hearing. Maybe in October or November

Economic Development: Nan Anderson 
Torrey community foundation has seed funding to apply next bylaws. The Board will next discuss the projects to consider. 

Old Business: 
Land use appeal board is to be worked on with Brock Jackson
Adjourn: 
Jordan made a motion to adjourn. Renee seconded the motion and all council members approved. 

