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[bookmark: _Hlk105162319]Mason Russo, Ph.D.
Department of Plant and Environmental Protection Sciences	Phone: +1 (609) 649-1972
Gilmore Hall, 3050 Maile Way, Room 611				Email: russomas@hawaii.edu
Honolulu, HI, 96822
 

Education					____________	______			
2020- December 2024: University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. (PhD Candidate, Entomology, Specialization in Evolution, Ecology, and Conservation Biology) GPA: 4.0
Dissertation title: Comprehensive studies of key invasive insect pests impacting coconut palms and hala trees in the Hawaiian Islands

2017-2019: University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Class of 2019 (M.S. Entomology) GPA: 3.98
Thesis title: Potential Biological Control of the Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle on O’ahu Hawai‘i
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10125/66243/Russo_hawii_0085O_10468.pdf 

2013-2017: University of Florida (B.S. Entomology and Nematology, Biosecurity concentration)
GPA: 3.37

Employment/Internship______________________________________________________
Hawaii Invasive Species Council Research and Projects Coordinator	December 2024- Present
· Provides essential support to the Hawai‘i Invasive Species Council and will oversee coordination of the multi-agency Port of Entry Monitoring (PoEM) program at Hawai‘i's airports and seaports, helping to prevent the introduction and spread of high-impact pests. 
· Helps identify and develop research projects that will enhance the understanding and management of invasive species in Hawaiʻi.
Bed Bug Central Consultant			        April-August 2020
· Traveled to 12 Terminix branches across the Midwest to train them on bed bug 
Protocol. Interaction with Regional Managers, Managers, and technicians
Agriculture R&D Yotvata Research Assistant to Dr. Malkie Spodek 			February 2020
· Assisted in protocol development for a grant on stranglevine insect diversity
Birthright Israel Employee								January 2020
· Tour guide assistant for a trip to Israel in charge of 20 participants
Graduate Research Assistant for Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng at the University of Hawai‘i at 	2017-2019
Manoa										
· Conducted research and attended courses necessary for a M.S. degree
Mercer County Mosquito Control Summer Intern, Ewing, NJ				2016 
· Assisted Dr.Isik Unlu with experiments on Aedes mosquito 
                    hatch rates from June to August 
Cooper Pest Control Bed Bug Summer Internship, Lawrenceville, NJ			2012, 2014	
· Shadowed Entomologist Jeff White in the Cooper and Rutgers          			2012, 2014
University labs 
Sparkling Pools, Summer Lifeguard							2009-2016

Scholarships and Awards
Tanada family Entomology Fund							2024
ARCS Foundation Honolulu Chapter Scholar of the Year				2024
Maybelle F Roth ARCS Award in Conservation Biology					2024
G. Donald Sherman Scholarship								2023
UHF Scholarship Recipient for Thropp Agriculture Scholarship				2021
CTAHR Student Aid Fund								2018
Second Place undergraduate presentation at Southeast Branch ESA			2017
UF Mulrennan Entomology Scholarship							2016
UF Williams Entomology Scholarship							2015
UF Entomology Book Scholarship 							2015
Florida Pest Management Association scholarship					2015


Research funding
Western IPM Graduate Student Fellowship ($1,000)					2024
Maybelle F Roth ARCS Award in Conservation Biology ($6,000)			2024
UH Manoa Dai Ho Chun ($4,500)							2023
EECB Carson Fellowship ($2,500)							2023
Western IPM Graduate Student Fellowship ($1,000)					2023
UH Manoa GSO Grant ($1,000)								2023
Wallace C. and Shizuko Mitchell Endowed Scholarship Fund ($3,000)			2023
Entomological Society of America Pacific Branch Travel Award 				2023
*I was unable to attend PB-ESA and did not utilize award
UH Manoa GSO Grant ($2,000)								2022
Edward Erhorn Entomology Scholarship ($1,500)					2022
Dai Ho Chun Fund for Graduate Fellowships ($1,708)					2022
Western IPM Graduate Student Fellowship ($1,000)					2021
SEED Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, Access and Success (IDEAS) ($2,000)		2021
Dai Ho Chun Fund for Graduate Fellowships ($2,900)					2021

University Co-Curricular Activities/Employment_____________________________                
Industry and Academic Involvement
Bayer Crop Science University Mentorship Program				2023-2024
Entomological Society of America
Professional Advancement Career Training (PACT) Initiative 			2021
Student Affairs Committee (SAC), Pacific Branch Representative			2022-2023
· Two-year position that meets virtually and coordinates events
at the ESA annual meeting. Variety of responsibilities. 
ESA Early Career Professional Research Award Judging Panel			2022-2023
· Volunteered within SAC to review applications for ECP award
University of Hawai’i at Manoa
Hillel Director 										2021-present
· Connect Jewish college students with various organizations in Hawaii
and address antisemitic incidents on Campus and in Hawaii
Hillel member and coordinator. 								2017-2019
University of Florida 
Resident Assistant for Broward Residence Hall						2014-2015		
Urban Entomology Lab Researcher/ Research Assistant					2013-2014
Entomology Club member								2013-2017
· Participate in outreach events pertaining to Entomology				
Urban Entomological Society Member 							2013-2015
Urban Entomological Society Secretary							2014
Chabad Officer 								            		2014-2017
USDA DPI division volunteer								2015
· Scanning electron microscope photography of the Caribbean fruit fly, 
Anastrepha suspensa
Research for Biosecurity Research and Extension laboratory				2016-2017
· Dr. Amanda Hodges hired me to work on Arvelius albopunctatus research and to 
assist with other lab duties. http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/Hodges/BRE/ 
Club Water Polo Member								2013-2017
Club Water Polo Social Chair								2015-2017
Outdoor Adventure Recreation Club Member						2013-2017

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa Extension, Outreach and Teaching
Hala festival public outreach hala scale talk						2024
Hawaii Invasive Species Month. BIISC. Talk on the hala scale for public seminar		2024
Gilmore Hall Public outreach invasive species for elementary students (three classes)	2024
CRB talk with Dr. Keith Weiser at Hanahauoli Elementary School 			2024
Guest lecturer for TPSS 300 Crop Production						2024
Manoa Experience representative for Entomology graduate program			2023
· Campus wide event with all departments present
Kokua your campus at Kamakakūokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies			2023
· Gave a talk about the hala scale to local Hawaiian weavers and students 
Hala scale outreach									2023
· I have conducted a variety of in person and virtual outreach through campus landscaping
Guest Speaker for TPSS 300 Crop Production course					2023
· One lecture, 16 students
Guest lecturer for PEPS 350: Invasive species						2022
· One lecture, 10 students.
Hala scale outreach to UH Landscaping							2022
· Outreach efforts led to UH decision to eradicate hala scale (see article below)
Guest lecturer for PEPS 405L Plant Pathogens and Disease				2021
· One lecture, 9 students
Guest Speaker for TPSS 300 Crop Production course					2021
· One lecture, 28 students 
Statewide hala scale outreach								2021, 2023
· I conducted in person outreach regarding the hala scale to a variety of 
Nurseries, landowners, and members of the public
PEPS 363L General Entomology Graduate Instructor					2020
Guest lecturer for PEPS 405L Plant Pathogens and Disease				2019
· One lecture, 11 students 
Ka Mea Kolo entomology club member							2017
· Multiple outreach events as needed.
Ka Mea Kolo Events Coordinator 							2019-2019
HDOA Chase the Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle community outreach event at Kapolei          2017

Conferences: Poster or Oral Presentations 
2024- International Congress of Entomology, Kyoto Japan meeting
· Evaluating the impacts of the invasive hala scale on indigenous hala forest regeneration in the Hawaiian Islands.

2024- ARCS scholar conference
· Evaluating the impacts of the invasive hala scale on native hala forest regeneration in the Hawaiian Islands.
2024 Student Research Symposium UH Manoa CTAHR
· Evaluating the impacts of the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani Stickney on native hala forest regeneration in the Hawaiian Islands with updates on chemical and biological control
2024 Entomological Society of American Pacific Branch meeting
· Evaluating the impacts of the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani Stickney on native hala forest, Pandanus tectorius, regeneration in the Hawaiian Islands.
2023 Pacific Entomological and Botanical Meeting (Oahu)
· Evaluating the impacts of the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani Stickney on native hala forest, Pandanus tectorius, regeneration in the Hawaiian Islands. 
2023 Entomological Society of America annual meeting (National Harbor, Maryland)
· Research updates for the geographic distribution and chemical control of the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani Stickney, throughout the Hawaiian Islands
2023: Society of Island Biology (Lipari, Italy): Ecological and evolutionary processes on real and habitat islands
· Evaluating the impacts of the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani Stickney on native hala forest regeneration in the Hawaiian Islands. 
2022: Entomological Society of America annual meeting (Vancouver, BC) 
· Presented talk titled: Evaluation of commercial and locally occurring entomopathogenic fungi as a potential tool to control the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros on Oahu, Hawaii.
2022: International Congress of Entomology meeting (Helsinki, Finland)
· Presented talk titled: Chemical control of hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani, and its current geographic distribution in the Hawaiian Islands.
2022: Pacific Branch of Entomological Society of America annual meeting. 
· Virtual presentation titled: Field evaluation of systemic insecticides against the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros, on Oahu Hawai’i. 
2022 Hawaiian Entomological Society Student and Early Career Research Symposium 
· Presented oral talk titled: Efficacies of systemic insecticides against the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros, on Oahu Hawai’i. 
2019 Entomological Society of America Annual Meeting 
· Presented virtual poster presentation titled: Potential use of local strains of entomopathogenic fungus to control the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros, on O’ahu, Hawai‘i (updated version)
2019 Entomological Society of America International Branch Virtual Symposium
· Presented poster presentation titled: Potential use of local strains of entomopathogenic fungus to control the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros, on O’ahu, Hawai‘i (updated version)
2019 University of Hawai‘i 3 Minute Thesis Competition 
· Presented an oral presentation in the graduate level competition titled: Developing local biological control agents to eradicate the coconut rhinoceros beetle
2019 University of Hawai‘i Student Research Symposium 
· Presented an oral presentation in graduate level competition titled: Novel approaches for eradicating the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Orcytes rhinoceros, on O’ahu, Hawai‘i
2018 Entomological Society of American annual meeting (Vancouver, BC)
· Presented a 10 minute oral talk in masters student category titled: Potential use of local strains of entomopathogenic fungus to control the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros, on O’ahu, Hawai’i
2018 University of Hawai‘i Student Research Symposium 
· Presented a poster in graduate level competition titled: Potential use of local strains of entomopathogenic fungus to control the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros, on O’ahu, Hawai‘i
2017 ESA Southeastern Branch Meeting (Memphis, TN)
· Presented an oral presentation titled: Life history of the tomato stink bug, Arvelius albopunctatus. 
Conferences: Co-authored talks
August 2024: International Congress of Entomology meeting in Kyoto
· Co-author of talk by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Research updates for control of the oriental flower beetle, Protaetia orientalis.
2023 Pacific Entomological and Botanical Meeting 
· Research updates on management of coconut rhinoceros beetle (Oryctes rhinoceros) in Hawai’i 
2023 Entomological Society of America annual meeting National Harbor
· Management of coconut rhinoceros beetle (Oryctes rhinoceros) in Hawai’i
2023: IV Asian Horticultural Congress
· Co-author of talk by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Biological and chemical control of coconut rhinoceros beetle (Oryctes rhinoceros), a Key Pest of coconut palms in Hawaii
2022: Entomological Society of America annual meeting
· Co-author of talk by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Effects of low-risk insecticides against the oriental flower beetle, Protaetia orientalis, in lab assays.
2022: American Society for Horticultural Science
· Co-author of poster presentation by Dr. Kent Kobayashi titled: Evolution of an in-person Horticulture Graduate Scientific Communications Course Going Online
2022 International Congress of Entomology 
· Co-author of talk by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Research updates on the Coconut Rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros.
2022: Jewish National Fund Canada Virtual Speaker Event. 
· Acknowledgement in talk by Dr. Malkie Spodek titled: From Israel’s oak forests to desert agriculture: Insects as pests and service providers. 
2022: Virtual Invasive Pest mini conference. 
· Co-author of talk by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Research updates on the hala scale in Hawai’i.
2022: Pacific Branch of Entomological Society of America annual meeting. 
· Co-author of talk by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Research updates on hala scale management and its statewide distribution in Hawaii.
2021 Pacifichem 2021 Congress (Virtual)
· Co-author of presentation by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Modern chemical approaches in management of several key landscape pests in Hawai‘i.
2021 Hawai‘i Conservation Conference
· Co-author of presentation by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Research update on biological and chemical control of coconut rhinoceros beetles in Hawai‘i
2020 Entomological Society of America Annual Meeting
· Co-author of presentation by Dr. Zhiqiang Cheng titled: Research update on control of coconut rhinoceros beetles (Oryctes rhinoceros) in Hawai‘i.

Conferences: Attended virtually or in person  
2024: International Congress of Entomology
2024: ARCS scholar conference
2024: Pacific Branch of Entomological Society of America annual meeting, Kona, HI
2024: CTAHR Student Research Symposium. Honolulu, HI
2023: Pacific Entomological and Botanical Meeting, Honolulu, HI 
2023: ESA annual meeting, Maryland, USA
2023: Society of Island Biology, Lipari Sicily
2022: ESA, ESC, and ESBC Joint Annual meeting
2022: International Congress of Entomology in Helsinki Finland
2022: Pacific Branch of Entomological Society of America annual meeting (Virtual)
2022 Hawaiian Entomological Society Student and Early Career Research Symposium (Virtual)
2022 Attended two Invasive Pest Mini-conferences by Dr. Roshan Manandhar (Virtual)
2021 Attended Integrated Pest Management Mini-conference by Jenson Uyeda (Virtual)
2021 Attended 3 Invasive Pest Mini-conferences by Dr. Roshan Manandhar (Virtual)
2019 Entomological Society of America Annual Meeting (Virtual)
2019 Entomological Society of America International Branch Symposium (Virtual)
2019 University of Hawai‘i 3 Minute Thesis Competition 
2019 University of Hawai‘i Student Research Symposium 
2018 ESA, ESC, and ESBC Joint Annual meeting
2018 University of Hawai‘i Student Research Symposium 
2017 Pacific Entomology Conference Featuring the Hawaiian Botanical Forum
2017 ESA Southeastern Branch Meeting
2016 International Congress of Entomology
2015 Annual Southeast Pest Management Conference
2014 National Pest Management Association (NPMA)
2013 National Pest Management Association (NPMA) 

Publications (first author, bolded publications are under revision or submitted to a journal)

Russo, Mason, et al. "Field evaluation of organic and synthetic insecticides against the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani (Hemiptera: Halimococcidae), on Maui, Hawaii." Journal of Economic Entomology 116.6 (2023): 2070-2075.

Russo M, Kellar M, and Z Cheng. 2023. The implementation of systemic insecticides and irrigation against gall wasp and scale insect pests attacking Ficus trees in Hawaii.  Florida Entomologist. 106(4)

[bookmark: _Hlk157680785]Efficacies of systemic insecticides against the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros, on Oahu, Hawai’i. – Submitted to International Journal of Tropical Insect Science July 2024

Laboratory and field evaluations of a commercial entomopathogenic fungal product against the coconut rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros on Oahu, Hawai’i. -Submitted to Florida Entomologist in January 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk88031509]Evaluation of the dispersal capabilities and current geographic distribution of the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani Stickney, throughout the Hawaiian Islands.- Submitted to Proceedings of the Hawaiian Entomological Society in November 2024.

Evaluating the impacts of the hala scale, Thysanococcus pandani Stickney on native hala forest, regeneration in the Hawaiian Islands.- To be submitted to Pacific Science in February 2025


Publications (second author, in progress)
Phenology and associated insects of the invasive swallow-wort, Cynanchum acutum, on date orchards in the Southern Arava, Israel. 
-Collaboration with Dr. Malkie Spodek 

Extension publications 

Western Arborist: Research update on management of new invasive pests of Ficus trees in Hawaii’s urban Landscape. Fall 2019

Russo M., and Z. Cheng, 2022. Current Distribution of the Hala Scale, Thysanococcus pandani, in Hawaii. Landscape Hawaii, January/February 2022: 17-19. 


Blog posts and News articles:
Entomology Today: How specialty conferences can broaden horizons for graduate students.
https://entomologytoday.org/2023/10/19/specialty-conferences-broaden-horizons-entomology-students/

Entomology Today: ICE 2022: A Graduate Student’s Perspective
https://entomologytoday.org/2022/08/16/international-congress-entomology-2022-helsinki-graduate-student-perspective/

KHON2 Local News: Research work on treating sickly trees in Hawaii
https://www.khon2.com/local-news/researchers-work-on-treating-sickly-trees-in-hawaii/?fbclid=IwAR19PioWMjBWr8gcaMtOMSJzExBuvWVdrsy_R4-916OM9Ky2MPwnmegPJEk 

Hawaii Public Radio: Biocontrol may be a more sustainable solution to hala scale infestations
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2022-08-22/biocontrol-may-be-a-more-sustainable-solution-to-hala-scale-infestations

CTAHR News: Hala in Waikiki
https://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/NewsLetter/ArtMID/52574/ArticleID/2477/Hala-in-Waikiki

University of Hawaii News: Invasive hala scale eradicated at UH Manoa thanks to collaborative campus effort
https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2022/09/14/hala-scale-eradicated-at-uh-manoa/

Top honors for UH Manoa Stem Scholars, JABSOM Epigeneticist
https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2024/05/29/top-honors-arcs-scholars-2024/

Certificates
Pesticide Education Resource Collaborative: National Workers Protection Standard. 
EPA WPS TTT E/H00030
