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Apologetic Use of  the 
Qur’an? 

� Is positive use of  the 
Qur’an by Christians in an 
evangelistic presentation, 
theological conversation, or 
writing permissible? Is it 
justifiable?

� How does one do this? Are 
there boundaries? 
Guidelines?

� What about language? 
Context? 
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The 1980 Lausanne Consultation on World 
Evangelism 

a. The Qur’an should never be used in discussion with the Muslim, because using it implies 
that we accept it as inspired, and are putting it on the same level as the Bible.

b. The Qur’an should be studied, but only to help us to know and appreciate what Muslims 
believe, and to enable us to learn Muslim terminology.

c. The Qur’an should be used against itself, to demonstrate that it is self-contradictory. Such 
a polemic use of the Qur’an will show its weakness and create a hunger for something 
better. 

d. The Qur’an should be used as a starting point; e.g., the many verses that speak about 
Jesus and other biblical characters can be used to point to the biblical version of these 
same stories.

e. The Qur’an can be used as a source of truth. Our recognition of all the truths which the 
Qur’an does contain makes the Muslim much less defensive and more open to read the 
New Testament. Since the Muslim has been told that the Bible has been corrupted, it is an 
enormous step forward for him even to read the Bible alongside the Qur’an. 
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Paul’s Apologetic Strategy 
on Mars Hill

� Analysis of Acts 17:16-34:
1. Paul makes positive use of a 

pagan object of worship
2. Paul makes positive use of pagan 

literary traditions

� Acts 17:28a

� Acts 17:28b

� Paul’s Hermeneutical Strategy:
1. Paul removes the 

quotes/allusions from their 
original interpretive framework

2. Paul repositions and resignifies 
them within a hermeneutical 
framework with biblical horizons
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Guidelines for Using the Qur’ān as a 
Point of  Contact

1. We should only reference the Qur’ān in the context of  
defending and/or explaining the faith

2. Qur’ānic texts should only be used to provide a 
corroborative witness to biblical truth

3. Qur’ānic texts should be removed from their original 
interpretive framework and situated in a new 
Christocentric setting
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Jesus?
The Bible?

� Q3:45 “When the angels 
said, ‘Mary! Surely God 
gives you good news of  a 
word from Him: his name 
is the Messiah, Jesus, son 
of  Mary…”

� Q4:171 “The Messiah, 
Jesus, son of  Mary, was 
only a messenger of  God, 
and His word, which He 
cast into Mary, and a spirit 
from Him…”

� Q2:79 “So woe to those 
who write the Book with 
their (own) hands, (and) 
then say, ‘This is from 
God,’ in order to sell it for a 
small price.”

� Q4:46 “Of those who are 
Jews (there are those who) 
alter words from their 
places and say: We have 
heard and we disobey…”
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Examples from Select 
Christian Arabic Texts
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