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FROM FEAR TO FAITH

Matthew 14:22-33

1. THE STORM: WHEN LIFE PUSHES AGAINST YOU

Have you ever been in a situation where everything felt out of control, where you tried
your best but nothing seemed to work and the more effort you put in the more resistance
you faced? It is one of the most frustrating feelings in life when you are not lazy, you are
not careless, you are actually trying, but still things are not moving forward. That is
exactly where the disciples were in this moment because the Bible says the wind was
against them, not just strong but against them, meaning every step forward felt like two
steps backward and they were using all their strength but still not making progress, and
they were tired, frustrated, and stuck in the middle of the sea with no easy way out.

These were not beginners, they were experienced fishermen, men who knew the water
and had faced storms before, yet even they reached a point where their experience was
not enough, and this shows us something very important about life, that no matter how
strong or skilled you are there will be moments where what you know and what you
have is not enough to carry you through, and when you reach that point fear begins to
grow, not only because of the storm itself but because you realize you cannot control the
situation anymore.

What makes this even deeper is that they were not in that storm by accident because
Jesus told them to go ahead, which means they were exactly where they were supposed
to be, and this changes how we understand struggles because sometimes we think if we
are following God everything should be easy, but this story shows us that obedience does
not always lead to comfort, sometimes it leads to challenge, and sometimes God allows
you to step into situations that stretch you so that you stop depending on yourself and
start trusting Him.

Think about your own life, there are moments when you are doing the right thing,
making good decisions, trying to live right, but still things are not easy, and that does
not mean you are outside God’s will, sometimes it means you are right in the middle of
it, and the storm is not always a sign that something is wrong, sometimes it is a sign that
God is doing something deeper in you, building your faith, shaping your character, and
teaching you to trust Him.



2. GOD COMES EVEN BEFORE YOU ASK

The Bible tells us that after many hours, after they had been struggling all night, Jesus
came to them walking on the water, and that timing is important because it shows us
that even when it feels like God is late, He is not absent, and even when you cannot see
Him working, He is still moving toward you.

Here is something very powerful that we must not miss, the disciples did not call Him,
they did not ask for help, they did not pray in that moment, yet He came anyway, and
this reveals the heart of God because He sees before you speak, He knows before you ask,
and He cares even when you feel silent, and many times we think that God only responds
when we say the right words or pray the right way, but this passage shows us that God is
already aware of your situation and already moving toward you.

Sometimes in life you may feel like God is far away, like He does not see what you are
going through, but the truth is your storm does not hide you from Him, your struggle
does not push Him away, and your silence does not stop His care, because He knows
exactly where you are and He knows exactly what you need.

And the way He comes is also important because He does not remove the storm first, He
walks on it, meaning the very thing that feels like it is overwhelming you is already
under His authority, and what feels out of control to you is completely under control for
Him.

3. FEAR CAN MAKE YOU SEE WRONG

When the disciples saw Jesus, instead of feeling peace they were afraid and said, “It is a
ghost,” and this moment is very important because it shows how fear changes the way
we see things, because Jesus was right there but they did not recognize Him.

Fear can make you see things the wrong way because when you are afraid you do not
think clearly, you expect the worst, and you misunderstand what is happening around
you, and this is something we all experience because many times in life God is working
but we do not see it, and instead of recognizing His presence we assume something is
wrong.

A delay can feel like rejection, a struggle can feel like punishment, and a closed door can
feel like failure, but sometimes God is still in control even when things do not look the



way we expect, and the problem is not that God is far away, the problem is that fear is
affecting how we see.

Fear says something is wrong, but faith says God is still here, and this is the battle that
happens inside every person, not just what is happening around you but how you
interpret it, and if fear controls your thinking it will always lead you to wrong
conclusions.

4. FAITH STARTS WHEN YOU HEAR HIS VOICE

Jesus said, “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid,” and this is very important because
before He changed their situation He spoke to their fear, and this shows us that God
often works inside you before He changes what is around you.

Faith begins when you understand who God is, not when everything becomes easy but
when you trust Him even when things are difficult, and if your faith depends only on
good situations then it will not last long, but if your faith depends on who Jesus is then it
will remain strong even in hard times.

When Jesus says “It is I,” He is reminding them that He is present, that they are not alone,
and that His presence is greater than the storm, and this is where faith begins, not in
perfect conditions but in knowing that God is with you.

5. FAITH MEANS TAKING A STEP

Peter said, “Lord, if it is You, tell me to come,” and Jesus said one word, “Come,” and that
one word required action, because faith is not just believing something in your mind,
faith is responding with your life.

Peter stepped out of the boat, and that is the moment where fear began to turn into faith,
because he moved from safety into trust, and as long as he kept his eyes on Jesus he was
able to walk on water, doing something that should not have been possible.

But then the Bible says he saw the wind, and when he saw the wind he became afraid
and began to sink, and this shows us something very important, the storm did not
change, but his focus changed, and that change in focus changed his experience.



What you focus on will shape your life, because if you focus on your problems fear will
grow, but if you focus on Jesus faith will grow, and many times the issue is not what is
happening around you but where your attention is.

6. EVEN WHEN YOU FAIL, JESUS HOLDS YOU

When Peter started sinking he cried out, “Lord, save me,” and immediately Jesus reached
out His hand and caught him, and this moment shows us the grace of God, because even
when Peter’s faith was not perfect, Jesus was still faithful.

Jesus did not wait, He did not delay, He responded immediately, and this shows us that
even when your faith becomes weak, Jesus is still strong, and even when you make
mistakes He does not leave you alone.

Then Jesus asked, “Why did you doubt,” not to punish him but to help him understand
what happened, because the problem was not the storm, the problem was losing focus
and losing trust.

And this is important for us because many people think failure means God is done with
them, but this story shows that even when you begin to sink, God is still reaching for
you.

7. THE GOAL: FROM FEAR TO TRUST

When they got into the boat the wind stopped, and the disciples worshiped Jesus and
said, “Truly You are the Son of God,” and the storm ended, but something greater
happened, they understood who Jesus is in a deeper way.

That is the real goal, not just to get out of problems but to grow in your understanding of
God, because storms are not only meant to test you, they are meant to teach you, and
they reveal what your faith is built on.

The storm showed them their weakness, but it also showed them Jesus’ power, and that
is what moves a person from fear to faith, not just a change in situation but a change in
understanding.



CONCLUSION: YOUR CHOICE TODAY

Everyone faces storms, and the question is not if but when, and the real question is what
will you do in the storm, will you focus on fear or will you focus on Jesus, will you stay in
the place of safety or will you step into faith, will you try to handle everything on your
own or will you trust Him.

Right now whatever you are going through, Jesus is not far away, He is closer than you
think, and He is already moving toward you, and the storm you are facing may feel
strong, but it is not greater than Him.

The storm may be real, but Jesus is greater, the wind may be strong, but His power is
stronger, and even if you feel like you are sinking, He is ready to lift you up.

Today you have a choice, stay in fear or step into faith, because Jesus is still calling you,
even now, from fear to faith.

= MATTHEW 14:22-33 =3
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