Claude Sonnet 4 2025-05-31
I'm working with a friend on the Independent Medical Exam market. This is a sample patient narrative. Can you help me create an impairment rating according to the AMA Guides 5th edition? Subject: 45-year-old woman. History: Sustained a tibia fracture in a motor vehicle accident. Current Symptoms: No pain; stiffness about the ankle and foot, with some swelling of the foot and ankle toward evening. Cannot stand for long peri- ods and cannot use shoes with elevated heels. Physical Exam: Ankle flexion is 6°; ankle extension is 5°. Toe extension is less than 10° for all toes. 1- cm atrophy of the left calf. It is difficult to deter- mine the strength of the ankle and toe extensors, but a mild weakness is noted. Clinical Studies: X-rays: healed tibia fracture with no malalignment. Diagnosis: Healed tibia fracture.

Absolutely! Let me provide a manual impairment rating calculation using the AMA Guides 5th Edition.
Manual Impairment Rating Calculation - AMA Guides 5th Edition
Patient Summary
45-year-old woman with healed tibia fracture showing significant ankle and toe range of motion limitations, mild weakness, and calf atrophy.
Individual Impairment Components
1. Ankle Range of Motion Impairments
Using Table 17-33 (Ankle Dorsiflexion and Plantarflexion Impairments):
· Ankle Flexion (Plantarflexion): 6° 
· Normal range: 0° to 50°
· Patient has: 6° (lost 44° of motion)
· Per Table 17-33: ~15% lower extremity impairment
· Ankle Extension (Dorsiflexion): 5° 
· Normal range: 0° to 20°
· Patient has: 5° (lost 15° of motion)
· Per Table 17-33: ~12% lower extremity impairment
2. Toe Range of Motion Impairments
Using Table 17-37 (Toe Impairments):
· All toes extension <10° 
· Normal great toe extension: 0° to 70°
· Normal lesser toe extension: 0° to 40°
· Estimated combined toe impairment: ~8% lower extremity
3. Muscle Weakness
Using Table 17-2 (Lower Extremity Muscle Rating):
· Mild weakness of ankle and toe extensors 
· Grade 4/5 strength (good): ~10% lower extremity impairment
4. Muscle Atrophy
Using Table 17-6 (Lower Extremity Muscle Atrophy):
· 1 cm calf atrophy 
· Per table: 0% lower extremity impairment (below threshold)
Combining Impairments
Using the Combined Values Chart (Table 1-2):
1. Ankle flexion: 15%
2. Combined with ankle extension: 15% + 12% = 25%
3. Combined with toe impairments: 25% + 8% = 31%
4. Combined with muscle weakness: 31% + 10% = 38%
5. Muscle atrophy adds: 0%
Total Lower Extremity Impairment: 38%
Conversion to Whole Person Impairment
Using Table 17-3 (Lower Extremity to Whole Person Conversion):
38% lower extremity impairment = 15% Whole Person Impairment
Final Rating
15% Whole Person Impairment resulting from:
· Severe ankle range of motion limitations
· Multiple toe extension deficits
· Mild ankle/toe extensor weakness
· Functional limitations consistent with clinical findings
This rating reflects the significant functional impact of the healed tibia fracture on ankle and foot mobility, justifying the patient's reported inability to stand for prolonged periods or wear elevated heels.

