


A message from Dave Bulkowski
Disability Advocates’ Executive Director
As we look back on 2025, I'm proud of the impact we made together. In a year marked by uncertainty and funding challenges, your support ensured that

people with disabilities, veterans, youth, and families continued to access the services, independence, and advocacy they deserve. Every success story
in this report is possible because you stood with us—believing in our mission and in a community where access and independence are a reality for all.

Thank you for being an essential part of our impact.
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Impact is not created all at once—it builds, like waves shaped by

consistent movement and care. Your continued support allows our 486 young adults

333 places where

work to reach further while strengthening the outcomes we et . 458 Home participated in
. . . . . accessibility reviews A t | t
deliver. Each action contributes to meaningful, lasting change. were conducted 448 ssessments employmen
: completed readiness,
independent 1922
. o o . . living plans o independent living Y .
We thank our donors for investing in our mission and making this ere ereated \/\ skills training, and information
. . . @ : : d ref I
Impact possible. We are equally grateful to our Board of Directors \/\ for consumers mock interviews azor:teai;r:
and volunteers whose leadership and dedication help expand our >, >,
reach and deepen our impact. \/\ \/\ \/

DA



Building Confidence Beyond the Classroom

Throughout the year, young adults in our Youth Transition Services Program have been building
the skills, confidence, and independence needed for life beyond the classroom.

Through in-person training, skill-building activities, and real-world experiences, participants
gained practical tools for adulthood. At local job sites like Meijer and Dollar General, students
built workplace confidence by stocking shelves, using ladders, and operating the cash register.

Back at Disability Advocates, they focused on what it takes
to maintain employment, work toward promotions, and
take initiative in their own growth. Along the way, students shared how the program helped them problem-solve
independently, take pride in their progress, and feel genuinely supported by instructors who care. As one student
put it, “It's all about learning how to be independent—and feeling good about yourself along the way.”

That growth carried into our mock interview sessions, where participants practiced professional interview skills
and received supportive, one-on-one feedback. For Robert, the experience was nerve-racking at first—but with
each interview, his confidence grew. He applied what he'd learned through Youth Transition Services, including
how to respond to illegal interview questions, maintain eye contact and posture, offer a strong handshake, and
use deep breathing techniques to manage nerves.

Robert went above and beyond by completing four mock interviews, feeling more prepared each time. His
hardworking, outgoing, and independent nature shined, and he's now stepping into future opportunities with
greater confidence and readiness.
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The determination, resilience, and enthusiasm shown by participants in our Youth Transition Services Program
reflect the impact of intentional, supportive transition planning. We're proud to walk alongside these young
adults as they build momentum toward meaningful employment and independent, self-directed lives.




Financial Shapshot Donate

Revenue Expenses

M Foundation Support $255,294.00
M Fees for Services & Miscellaneous $642,609.00 W Programs and Operations $2,429,842.00
Individual Contribution & Support $342,193.00
Fundraising $76,161.00
m Donated Goods & Services $21,390.00
m Assets Released From Restriction $251,434.00 Management & General $254,690.00
Government Grant Support $1,279,889.00
PP M Consumer Equipment & Goods $155,930.00
» Employee Retention Credit $300,719.00
Interest $110,893.00

Total $2,916,623.00
Total $3,204,421.00


https://www.dakc.us/donate/

From Uncertainty to
Independence

William’s journey is a powerful reminder of what
support, advocacy, and determination can
make possible.

Blind and navigating immense challenges,
William once found himself without stable
housing and overwhelmed by a system that felt
impossible to manage alone. Homeless and
feeling helpless, he was unsure how to take the
next step forward.

William connected with Disability Advocates’ staff members Chloe and
Jacob, whose guidance and dedication made a lasting difference. With
their support, William received assistance navigating housing options and
financial resources, helping him secure a safe place to call home. Along
the way, he also gained the tools and confidence needed to reenter the
workforce.

Today, William is housed, employed, and empowered. What once felt like
an insurmountable situation has become a story of stability,
independence, and renewed confidence. William's success reflects not
only his resilience, but also the impact of personalized advocacy and the
importance of having someone in your corner when it matters most.

Honoring Service
Through Support

When Janice returned home after a hospital stay and time in rehab
following a stroke, her husband Reggie didnt know where to turn.
Suddenly, their home no longer worked the way it once had, and the
equipment and modifications Janice needed felt overwhelming and
out of reach.

Reggie reached out to Disability Advocates for help. After a home
assessment, our team identified simple modifications and adaptive
equipment that would allow Janice to move safely and
independently throughout her home. With insurance covering only
one item, the couple worried they would have to shoulder the
remaining costs themselves.

Because of funding support for
Veterans, the needed
equipment and modifications
were provided at no cost. Today,
Janice is safely navigating her
home and continuing her
recovery with renewed
independence—proof that the
right support at the right time
can make all the difference.



A special thank you to our Board of Directors and dedicated volunteers,
whose unwavering support and commitment have helped us expand our impact in 2025.

Marcus Fairfield Shontaye Witcher Angela Gildea Annie Bélanger
President Vice President/Secretary Secretary Treasurer, and Immediate Past
President
Katie Lieto Tanya Ross Julia VanderMolen
Lee Montgomery Emily Scarlett Brandon Zolynski

*Board as of January 2026

Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar!

Disability Awareness Day Absolutely Accessible A.D.A. Celebration Invest In Ability
March 13, 2026 May 14, 2026 July 22, 2026 October 22, 2026
Become advocates, engage This technical workshop Celebrating the 36th Eliminating barriers for the
with an advocacy panel, features breakouts in inclusive anniversary of the thousands of individuals
participate in breakout design, community planning, Americans with with disabillities in our
discussions and, connect with real estate (new), and Disabilities Act with fun community is cause for

community resources. residential construction (new). for the whole family. celebration!



Aging in Place With Confidence

For Lucinda, independence is not just a goal — it's everything.

Living with heart failure, Lucinda needed specialized equipment to manage her health
and safely navigate daily life. Elevating her feet is critical to supporting her heart, but
without the right tools, even resting or standing up had become a challenge.

Through Disability Advocates, Lucinda received a medical-grade lift chair that has
made a tremendous difference in her daily comfort and safety. The chair allows her to
elevate her feet as needed and includes a backup battery, providing peace of mind in
the event of a power outage. This single piece of equipment dramatically improved her
quality of life.

Additional supports helped restore even more independence. A bed rail now allows
Lucinda to get in and out of bed on her own. A shower chair, couch lifts, and other
essential equipment ensure she can safely move through her home and complete daily
routines without relying on constant assistance.

These supports have allowed Lucinda to remain independent in her own home —
something that matters deeply to her.

As she puts it, “Independence is everything. | want to stay independent for as long as |

n

can.
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

North and Florence Stockton Marlin Feyen Doug & Beth Parker
Charitable Foundation

Peracchio & Company Steve & Cheryl Timyan
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AlA Grand Rapids

America Walks

John and June Atsma
Steve and Cheryl Boshoven
Centennial Sound
Consumers Credit Union

Peter C. and Emajean Cook Foundation

Sharon DedJong

Jocelyn Dettloff

DK Security

Experience Grand Rapids

Fishbeck

Kathleen Freeman

GR Puddle Of The Blue Goose
Grand Rapids Community College
Grand Rapids Housing Commission
Grand Valley State University
Heartland Builders

Andrea Hendrick and Brandon Dillon
Brian and Sara Johnson

Kent County

Thomas and Beth Koster
Ping and Tim Liang
Angie Mast

Acrisure

Brad and Andola Mathis

Melissa Budzynski Therapy Services LLC

Ron and Karen Modreski
Robert and Margaret Nault
Neland Avenue Church
Network 180

NeuroCare Home Health
Novo Chiropractic

Pioneer Construction
Progressive Companies

Ben and Claire Razmus
Rockford Construction

Vicky Schmidt

Brian Schwartz and Elizabeth Welch
Michael and Monica Sekulich
Jenny Wood-Shangraw
Spark43

Terry and Kristina Stranz
The Christman Company
The Creative Mobility Group
The Gerber Foundation

The Nestle Agency

The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

Michele Trevathan

Trinity Health

University of Michigan Health West
Verdant Apartments

Weller Truck Parts

Win and Kyle Irwin Fund

Bruce Young

Doug and Kim Young

Laura Young



ADA Michigan
Ted and MaryAnn DeVries
John Arendshorst

Tim Cusack and Anne Armstrong Cusack

Dirk and Phyllis Bakhuyzen

Annie Bélanger and Adam Barber
Wendy Budzynski

Tom and Nancy Church

Jordan and Molly Clark

Clock Mobility

Commercial Loan Group LLC

Mike and Deb Damstra

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services
Lake Affect Studio

Sue DeVries

Dominican Sisters Of Grand Rapids
David and Doris Drain

Eaton

Laura Engbers

Marcus Fairfield

Twink Frey

Rob and Chris Geer

Meg Goebel

Grand Rapids Employee Independent Union

Grand Rapids Public Schools

Dan Hall

Bill and Clova Hardiman

Jim and Barb Haveman

Ken and Gail Heffner

Peggy Helsel

Debra Hines

Dawn Holtrop

Hope Network

Richard Host

Jeff Hunt

John Hunting

Integrated Architecture

Win and Kyle Irwin

John and Sarah Jackoboice
Gretchen James

Kendall College of Art and Design
Nadira Kharmai

Wanda Lampe

Lisa Lemke

MSCA Group Inc.

Jeanne Marshall and Eleanor J. Gorman
Mathison | Mathison Architects

Michigan State University College of Human Medicine

Fran and Dave Mlller
Bill and Paula Murphy

Gordon and Christine Olson

Paul and Kate Peppin

Perspective Product

Pure Architects

Reliance Community Care Partners
Rose Street Advisors

Michael and Glynn Ann Ruggeri
Kaitlin Salowitz

Marie and Brad Selleck

Sinas Dramis Law Firm

Kristina Starcic

The Griswold Group

Alex and Brittany Thibodeau

Phil and Diane Tower

Jerry and Hendrina Van Spronsen
Pamela VanDuyn

Warner, Norcross + Judd LLP

Jack and Sue Ann Watkins

Eric Williams and Lisa Nelson-Williams



Ada Business Association
AMCOR Tooling

Margo Andrews

John Apol

Charis and Kyle Austin
Emily Belczak

Meg Bennet

Jake and Rachael Billingsley
Susan and David Bloss
Jackson Botsford

Doug Bower and Cindy Horvath
Jonathan and Grace Bradford

Justin Breen
Care Granted LLC
Mark and Eileen Chamberlin

Committee to Elect Steve Draft Peppin
Consumers Energy Helping Neighbors Program

Joel Cooper

Dave and Kathie Cramer
Jeff and Beth Cranson
Katie Curnow

Lee Davis

Andy and Liz DeBraber
Stephen P. Draft-Peppin
Marianne Essing

Megan Feenstra Wall

Douglas Gabrielse

Molly Gary

Tom and Catherine Glennon
Sally Gless

Grand Rapids First United Methodist Church

Kellie Hetler

Jeff and Mary Kay Hoodhood
Karin Hopman

Mark Huizinga

Rick Jensen

Katie Johnson

John and Marcia Kantorowski
Kori Knowlton

Joe and Ruth Kohley

Jenny Lafferty

Lawrence and Laetitia Leete
Helen Lehman

Rob Lewakowski

Tara McCrackin

Tamra Miller

Gordy and Karen Mouw
Cassie Nestle

Erin Nyenhuis

Oasis Community of West Michigan
Sarah O'Donnell

Orthopedic Association of Michigan

Rick Pantaleo

Mary Pattison

Peckham, Inc.

Kelly Pelong

Herbert Remien

Renew Mobility

Amy Renner

Tony and Jane Richtsmeier
Sherri Robinson

Ryan and Lindsey Rodarmer
Geertruida Roer

Tanya and Kinneth Ross
Joel and Kathy Ruiter
Rebecca Rynbrandt

Corri Sandwick

Kevin and Kim Sellon
Bradley Shiel

Khristian Silvis

Drew and Lorin Sorenson
Dan and Carol Springer
Wendy Stock

Bruce Taylor

United Way of Cincinnatti

David and Julia VanderMolen

Virginia Vanderwall
Katie VanDoeselaar

Jaye VanlLenten

Maryln Walton

Chris Weatherford

JD Weller

Jamie White

Shontaye Witcher

Christopher and Janice Yates
Cameron Young

Holly Zandstra

Brandon and Lindsey Zolynsky



