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Factors Informing the Return of Adopted Dogs and Cats to an Animal Shelter
Reasons for return by percentage of the sample for dogs who were returned to the shelter during the study period 3 July 2018 to 22 October 2018
 

Dog ownership & Compatibility

Part ONE

Research

Part two

“surrenders due to animal 
behaviour are at 45%, up from 
just 25% two years previously 

and before the pandemic”

She said she had received 
phone calls from people 
wanting to give up their 

animal because “they were 
going on holiday”

Article One: Increase in number of pets surrendered due to 
behavioural concerns, Published on 9 May 2022. rspcavic.org.

Article Two: Animal shelters overflowing as cost-of-living pressures 
prompt record pet surrenders. Published on 2 May 2023. abc.net.au

Graph One: RSPCA Australia Annual Report. 2022 - 2023.

Graph Two: Factors Informing the Return of Adopted Dogs and Cats 
to an Animal Shelter. Published 2020. Hawes SM, Kerrigan JM, Hupe 
T, Morris KN. Austin, TX, USA.
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Dog Ownership & Compatibility task
Heat map displaying the number of times each dog and owner were paired 

Sample size: 30 participant groups

Owned multiple dogs of the same breed

33.3% found that all their dogs had the same temperment, believed 
that their dogs suited their lifestyle perfectly and believed they 
would be more inclined to adopt that same breed again in the 
future

66.7% found that some of their dogs had different temperaments 
despite being of the same breed. 50% claimed this was due external 
factors such as “gave up on training the second dog due to laziness 
and lack of time” “lack of knowledge before adopting their first 
dog”. 50% were unsure of the reason for the difference in 
temperment. But one owner suspected it was from the dog's 
previous owners. 

Owned multiple dogs of the different breeds

74.3% Believed that some breeds of dogs suited their lifestyle more 
than others. And 80.8% of those participants said that they would be 
more inclined to adopt that particular dog breed again in the future. 
While the other 19.2% would not be more inclined to adopt that 
same breed again. However all of these participants stated that they 
had a specific dog breed in mind that they wanted to adopt next. 

25.7% didn’t think any particular breed suited their lifestyle over any 
other. 55.6% of these participants had the same kind of dog eg. Lap 
dog. While 44.4% had completely different dog breeds. Of that 
44.4%, only 25% would take the breed into consideration when 
adopting. while the other 75% would not consider the breed for 
various reasons such as: Living on a farm, had a big family and 
believed any dog would live a better life in their backyard over the 
pound. Interestingly the demographic that wouldn’t take the breed 
into consideration were almost exclusively over the age of 50. 

14.6%

Owned multiple dogs of the same breed

85.4%
Owned multiple dogs of different breeds

SURVEY A 
Participants that have owned multiple dogs

Felt their dog did not suit they lifestyle perfectly 

42.9% had regrets about the dog breed they chose. A few of these 
reasons fro regret include: “Finding out they had allergies after 
adopting the dog and then returning the dog to the RSPCA” 
“Owned a border collie but felt their yard wasn’t big enough” 

57.1% did not have any regrets about their dog breed of choice 
however 75% of them said they would get a different dog breed in 
the future. of the other 25% that would get the same dog breed 
again had announced that maybe they didn’t mind so much. For 
example, the aesthetic and temperment of a long haired dog may 
be worth the frustrations of constantly dropping hair.

Felt their dog suited their lifestyle perfectly 

93.3% would be more inclined to adpot the same breed again. With 
only 6.7% who would not be more inclined because they would like 
to adpot a differnet breed to try something new. 

31.8%

68.2%

Felt their dog did not suit they lifestyle perfectly 

Felt their dog suited their lifestyle perfectly 

SURVEY B 
Participants that have owned one dogs

No intention to adpot a dog but wants a different pet 

100% of participants that had no intention to adopt a dog wanted to 
adopt a cat. and one participant wanted to adopt a cat and a reptile. 

No inetntion to adpot any pet

100% of participants discusses how there was an ‘ethical responsibility’ 
to owning a pet. They discussed finances, time, effort, travel plans. 
Some also commented on how they did not grow up with pets or were 
scared of animals.  

41.7%

58.3%

No intention to adopt a dog but wants a different pet 

No intention to adpot any pet

SURVEY D 
Participants that have never owned a dog and have no intention to

66.7%

33.3% Knew what breed they would adpot in the future

Did not know what breed they might adpot in the future

SURVEY C & C.2 
Participants that have never owned a dog & would consider adopting in the future

100% of participants that ONLY selected their intended 
research methods would be the internet and dog breeds 

they had seen online/in public, Mentioned the only 
attribute they had a preference for in their dog was 

aesthetic. Some breeds listed included huskies, chow 
chows & pugs to mention a few.    
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"We have seen some 
impacts from COVID-19, 

where dogs aren't trained or 
socialised properly which 

means that the owners find 
them quite difficult to 

manage," he said.


