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Simultaneous interpretation is 
available in Spanish.
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está disponible en español.
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Recording Disclaimer
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being 
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Special Education Updates
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Highlights for Special Education
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Release of Strategic Plan 2.0
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Strategic Plan 2.0:

● provides a strategic framework that 
enhances and supports our ongoing 
efforts to meet the diverse needs of every 
student in our care. 

● addresses the gaps that have been 
identified through stakeholder input, 
performance data, and compliance 
indicators. 

● is responsive to the needs of students 
with disabilities and their families.

● aligns with our overarching priorities, 
mission, and vision, focusing on 
continuous improvement and equitable 
outcomes for all learners. 

2.0 Special 
Education Strategic 

Plan

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17aePY0-b4v-53hn2Oh7PIWOOLAxVTzcI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17aePY0-b4v-53hn2Oh7PIWOOLAxVTzcI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17aePY0-b4v-53hn2Oh7PIWOOLAxVTzcI/view


Family Support Center 
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Special Education Toolkit Resource Guide for Parents and Families

The Family Support Center (FSC) will release a new comprehensive 
Special Education Toolkit Resource Guide for Parents
and Families that will be linked to the PGCPS website. 

All families who have students newly identified as eligible 
for Special Education services receive a Welcome Packet including: 

● IEP Guide
● Resolving Disagreements Information
● Secondary Transition Planning Guide 
● Suggested Questions to Prepare for an IEP Meeting
● What to Bring to an IEP Meeting Checklist
● Information on the MSDE Parent Involvement Survey
● A Guide to Understanding Your Individualized Education Program (IEP) Rights and 

Responsibilities. 

NEW

https://www.pgcps.org/offices/special-education/family-support-center


Focus on Family Engagement Via Parent Surveys

The Department of Special Education 
will release a parent survey for 
parents/guardians to complete 
following each IEP meeting 
regarding their experience during 
the IEP Process. 

The data will be collected by the 
Family Support Center and Data 
Management and an annual report 
shared with the Associate 
Superintendent of Special Education 
and Chief of Academics to guide 
efforts to improve services for 
students and improve efforts to 
increase positive family engagement.
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The QR code has 
been released to 
schools to share 
with families



Equity Focus for Special Education
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Equity Focus for Special Education

SY24-25 Equity Focus: Identifying, Honoring, and Nurturing the 
Unique Brilliance of Students with Disabilities

Equity Professional Learning Experiences

What? When? Who?

Superintendent’s 
Summer Learning Series

June, July, and August Open to All Staff

Systemic Professional 
Development Day

September Mandatory for All Staff

School-based and 
Office-based Next Steps

Ongoing All Constituents



Equity Focus for Special Education

Student, Family, and Staff Perspectives
• Authentic constituent voice is integrated into all equity 

professional learning experiences:
– Recent graduate with a disability
– Families of current students with disabilities
– Current students with disabilities
– Teachers and support staff serving students with 

disabilities
• Lived experiences and perspectives are used to create 

awareness of strengths, needs, and unique brilliance of 
students with disabilities and to inform next steps.
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The Equity Foci for Schools and District Offices 
for SY 24-25 

To Identify, Honor, and Nurture the Unique Brilliance of Students with Disabilities, 
the Office of Equity, Diversity and Belonging and the Department of Special Education 

are requesting schools and district offices to intentionally focus on three areas:

To cultivate positive 
family relationships 

of students with 
disabilities in the IEP 

process.

(Schools)

To develop, 
implement and 

monitor specially 
designed instruction 

(i.e.  accommodations, 
interventions) to meet 
the unique needs of 

students with 
disabilities. 

(Schools)

 To promote 
inclusive practices 
for students with 

disabilities.

(Schools and 
District)



Overview of the Family Support Center
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Beth

Marsie

Yvette

Mission Resources

Consultations

Workshops/Calendar

The Family 
Support Center
We are here to help you!

Angela 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1baN7SI-jYHRQKZ0oXv3pjee_-64E1b7A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RzGNCJABYIZYDV9f6-8_gkQovptpPE_5/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OvgQZhl7mPG_HHeeFlGZQLFSYfMZaG5C4IKy_4m7Np8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q6i_OFvHFs73XpP4DArjlyNOOww-AuC1oFNoVsxddyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q/
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/special-education/family-support-center


What We Do - Family Support Center

We help families:

● learn information about their child’s disability.

● increase their awareness of community services.

● resolve concerns that they have related to their child’s IEP.

● connect with resources and agencies that they may need to 
make informed decisions regarding their child’s education.

● develop relationships with community partners that have 
resources to assist the family.
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How We Do It

• Workshops

• Support Groups

• Consultations

• Attendance at IEP Meetings

• Community Outreach

• Conferences and Resource Fairs

• Newsletter

• Resource and Information 
Dissemination
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For More Information

https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC
4z3qnCUU9Q/

https://www.pgcps.org/offices/special-education/family-support-center
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/special-education/family-support-center
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q/
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/special-education/family-support-center
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/special-education/family-support-center
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q


Family Support Center Listserv!
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Stay Informed!

 Join the PGCPS Special Education Family Support Center Listserv!

Please sign up today to receive information on workshops, events, and conferences.   
You will also receive our Family Support newsletters so you can stay connected!

Sign up here: ListServ registration

Community Events,
Conferences & Resource 

Fairs, Workshops,
Resources & Information

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_dg2d749evoa7U-BsR54ofK7fgbBRXUkpYuKpWEtZ3E1n2Q/viewform


Family Support Center Listserv!
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https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscu6tqj4rHtI0qgfSC7_ebQundJ4fUcxZ
https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscu6tqj4rHtI0qgfSC7_ebQundJ4fUcxZ
https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEudumgpjkiHNJTmwD23XDyvuN5HcMAO1kE
https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEudumgpjkiHNJTmwD23XDyvuN5HcMAO1kE
https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrcO2hpzMqGdCwctzJrJp8IWQ0frvcd3el
https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrcO2hpzMqGdCwctzJrJp8IWQ0frvcd3el
https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscu6tqj4rHtI0qgfSC7_ebQundJ4fUcxZ
https://pgcps-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscu6tqj4rHtI0qgfSC7_ebQundJ4fUcxZ
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Contact US! 
Family Support Center

Staff
• Beth Hayre- Instructional 

Specialist

• Angela Salmeron 
Hernandez- Parent Liaison

• Marsie Torchon- Program 
Coordinator ESY

• Yvette Young- Social 
Worker

 Address
John Carroll Bldg 
(Room 3)
1400 Nalley Terrace
Landover, Maryland 
20785

Phone: 301-431-5675
Listserv 

Registration

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_dg2d749evoa7U-BsR54ofK7fgbBRXUkpYuKpWEtZ3E1n2Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_dg2d749evoa7U-BsR54ofK7fgbBRXUkpYuKpWEtZ3E1n2Q/viewform
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Need us to Contact You?  
Family Support Center

If you have an individual concern you need to 
discuss with the Family Support Center (FSC), 
please use the QR code here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelslTWOK-C7nJO2FF32wgaVIQ-4Qj04D6uam576mrHhVLa9A/viewform


PGPCS Family Resources
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Click on ‘Parents’ link at top of webpage to access resources!

PGCPS Website: 
Parents Page

Explore the supports PGCPS provides to our families!
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PGCPS Website: 
Tutoring: Instructional Support Opportunities

Click on ACADEMICS link at top of webpage 

Scroll down to Special Programs and Support

Click on 
Tutoring 

Card
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SECAC Meeting Dates and Areas of Focus

October 22, 2024 - SECAC Parent Town Hall Meeting 1 

November 19, 2024 (3rd Tuesday) - PGCPS Special Education Programs and the IEP 
Process 

December - NO MEETING

January 28, 2025 - SECAC  Parent Town Hall Meeting 2

February 25, 2025 - School Transitions and Resources for School Transitions 

March 25, 2025 - SECAC  Parent Town Hall Meeting 3

April 22, 2025 - Autism and Mental Health Awareness 

May 27, 2025 - SECAC Parent Town Hall Meeting 4



Special Education Resolution Team Contact List
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Who to Call: 

DSE SY 2024-2025 Resolution Team Contact List

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O_gPxJiLrkha9ixIJIfGGznSD7PW6n_j/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116019540737647493375&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Contact Information

For additional information, please contact:

Trinell Bowman
Associate Superintendent for Special Education

trinell.bowman@pgcps.org
301-618-8355

mailto:trinell.bowman@pgcps.org

