
Interpretation
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ENGLISH
To access in a different language, click 
“interpretation”

SPANISH
Para escuchar en español: 
haga clic en "interpretación"
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Beth

Marsie

Yvette

Mission Resources

Consultations

Workshops/Calendar

The Family 
Support Center
We are here to help you!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1baN7SI-jYHRQKZ0oXv3pjee_-64E1b7A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XBcfPTmHNQgfMMRyzQhNZnKMVjJk7bRi/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OvgQZhl7mPG_HHeeFlGZQLFSYfMZaG5C4IKy_4m7Np8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KkC85MVJkFxCTBkid8kIeaV9sX-RbJQr?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hL-RN5Nb4VIh_9leeNN3-9V30XzbeQbSVLQ4o_r8rFc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8Zw1SzUQrwC4z3qnCUU9Q/
https://twitter.com/PGCPSSPED_FSC
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/special-education/family-support-center


Check-In 
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When you think about your child’s IEP, what thought 
comes to mind? 

1. It’s a very comprehensive document.
2. Oh no (too much information) 
3. It’s an accurate reflection of my child’s needs.
4. It doesn’t accurately reflect my child’s needs. 
5. I could use some help understanding what it all means.
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There’s A Law

IDEA

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/


The IEP Meeting

● The  IEP meeting is the most significant venue for parents to  
exercise their right to participation in decision making. 

● The IEP meeting process must adhere to legal 
requirements relative to what should be included in the IEP 
document.

● At the same time, it must meet legal requirements relative to 
who participates on the IEP team and how, including the 
parent.

Council for Exceptional Children, 1999; Drasgow, Yell, & Robinson, 2001; Huefner, 2000
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The Individualized Education Program (IEP)

▪ It is the written, individualized plan that supports and 
directs your child’s education through a team driven 
process

▪ It is a written document that outlines the “who” “what” 
“when” “why” “where” and “how” of instruction and 
related services that are provided for students with 
disabilities

▪ Ask for a draft copy of the IEP to prepare for your child’s 
IEP team meeting, if one has been prepared 

*School teams should have the draft available 5 days prior to the 
date of the IEP meeting 
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As we watch this video clip of a Mock IEP meeting, we want 
you to take note of the following: 

1. What was the purpose of the meeting?  
2. Who participated in the meeting? 
3. Were any documents offered? 
4. What is the student’s disability?

Mock IEP Meeting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3RvuwIInOM


• The parent, guardian or surrogate         

• Not less than one special education teacher

• Not less than one general education teacher

• A representative of the local school or local school  system

• An individual who can interpret evaluation results

• Other individuals, at the discretion of the parent or local school 

system, who have knowledge or expertise 

• The student, if appropriate
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The IEP team includes:
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IMPORTANT TIMELINES



● Parents are members of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team that 
assist in the decision-making process regarding their student’s educational placement.  
Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS) shall make reasonable efforts to 
ensure that parents understand and are able to participate in group decisions related 
to the educational placement of their student.  The district shall ensure access to an 
interpreter for parents who are deaf and hard of hearing, or whose native language is 
not English.  Please contact the IEP Chairperson of your child’s school to address 
your concerns. 

● The Family Support Center is available to help parents resolve concerns and answer 
questions that they may have regarding their child’s special education program. In 
addition direct assistance may be provided by the Special Education Instructional 
Specialist and Compliance staff at (301) 702-2890; Call today.  We are here to help 
you!

● Mediation is a process that may be used to resolve disagreements between the parents 
of a child with a disability and PGCPS.  An employee of the Office of Administrative 
Hearings (OAH) who is qualified and trained in effective mediation techniques conducts 
the mediation.  Mediation is at no cost to the parent or school district.  We encourage 
parents to participate in mediation.  Contact OAH at, (410) 229-4294 or via mail at, 11101 
Gilroy Road, Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031.
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Resolving Disagreements
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The Timeline
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The IEP Document

Your child’s IEP is divided into 6 Sections:

Section1: Meeting and Identifying Information

Section 2: Present Level of Academic Achievement And Functional 
Performance  

Section 3: Special Considerations and Accomodations

Section 4: Goals

Section 5: Services

Section 6: Placement
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IEP Cover page - Student Information

English Language Learner

Native Language

Important Dates

Disability
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Section I- Meeting and Identifying 
Information
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Autism

I. Meeting and Identifying Information
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I. Meeting And Identifying Information

Exit Information
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Participation in Statewide 
Assessments (Alternative 

Standards)

Student is Pursuing: High School 
Diploma or Maryland Certificate of 

Program Completion

I. Meeting And Identifying Information



I. Meeting And Identifying Information
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Student English Language Proficiency 
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Section II - Present Level of Academic 
Achievement And Functional Performance  



What is the Present Level of Academic 
Achievement and Functional Performance?
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▪ This is the part of the IEP that discusses information found in 
various types of assessments, and/or information from teachers on 
academic achievements

▪ Parents should be prepared to share their input

▪ Important because it is the snapshot of your child’s abilities, skills, 
accomplishments, and areas of need

▪ Helps determine goals for the student

▪ The present levels are to be reviewed at least annually and this is an 
opportunity for the team to determine if the student is making 
appropriate progress
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II. Present Level of Academic Achievement And 
Functional Performance

SY G.L
20-21 5
21- 22 6

Area of 
Impact?

Domains

Math Problem Solving
Source(s): i-Ready diagnostic 
assessments; Woodcock Johnson IV Tests of 
Achievement; Observation
Summary of Assessment Findings
Trend Data: (past 2 years)
Current Instructional Level ( 3)
Impact to Academic Achievement
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Academic: Math Problem Solving
Summary: Gary is an 7th grader who is currently performing on a 3rd grade 
level in Math Problem Solving. 

Example: Present Levels of Performance

● Gary cannot solve equations with 2- digit and 3-digit numbers that require 
regrouping without the use of a calculator.

● Gary can solve word problems that involve money, specifically how much 
change should be received when making purchases up to $10.00.  

● Gary can solve for a variable when completing addition or subtraction 
equations but does require equations with pictorial examples and 
manipulatives.

● Gary took an i-Ready diagnostic assessment, informal classroom 
assessments, observation, and Woodcock Johnson IV Tests of 
Achievement as of September 23, 2022. 
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● Employment 

● Education/Training

● Independent Living

● Self-Determination

● Travel Skills

II. Present Level of Academic Achievement And 
Functional Performance
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Secondary Transition  (PLAAFP)

Source(s): Student Interview, Other (Career and Life Explorer- 3rd ed, and 
teacher feedback.)

Current Level of Performance (as appropriate): 7th grade

Summary of Assessment Findings (including dates of administration):
Michael completed a student interview and the Career and Life Explorer-3rd 
edition, with Mr. King on October 11, 2022.

Michael says he wants to go to college and study to be a photographer. He 
specifically mentioned a 4 year college and also said he wanted to go to the 
University of Maryland.

Michael views his strengths as being good at basketball, good at making 
friends, being persistent with a "don't give up attitude, being nice and knowing 
himself. He also reports he is good at reading and mental math.

Teacher feedback:
reports strengths in: completing assignments and advocating for himself when 
he needs breaks.
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Summary of Assessment Findings (including dates of 
administration):
This section will include an overview of all of the 
assessments that were given as well as the results.

II. Present Level of Academic Achievement And 
Functional Performance

Current Level of Performance: 
Highest score of: 
● 7 - Conventional - likes work that 

follows set procedures and routines. 
● 6 - Enterprising - likes work that has to 

do with starting up and carrying out 
business projects. 

● 6 - Realistic - likes work that includes 
practical, hands-on problems and 
answers. 

Source: The O'Net Interest Profiler - January 16, 
2022
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Parental Input

Student does chores with reminders; Student has problems sleeping; etc. 
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Section III - Special Considerations And 
Accommodations
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● Student Preferences, 
Interests & Skills 

● Education

● Training

● Independent Living

III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations
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III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations



Course of Study: that prepare for career or postsecondary education

Discussion to support decision: e.g: student shows an interest in… 

List the course the student is taking that align with their 
Postsecondary Goals: 
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III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations
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III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations
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III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations
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Seclusion and 

Restraint

III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations

Functional Behavioral 
Assessment and BIP Dates



Instructional and Testing Accommodations

■ Specific and appropriate to meet the needs of the 
student as defined in the IEP

■ Practices and procedures that provide a student with a 
disability access during instruction and assessments

■ Do not reduce learning expectations

■ Include changes to instruction (i.e. materials, tasks) that 
change how a student learns, not what a student learns. 
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Common Accommodations

■ Small Group

■ Text to Speech

■ Human Reader

■ Extended Time 
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       Small Group

III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations
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         Extended Time

III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations



Supplementary Aids and Services

▪ This section of the IEP outlines what supports the 
student needs in all areas

▪ Details “how” instruction will be delivered with the use of 
accommodations and modifications:

    - Where will the instruction happen?
    - How will it be presented? 
    - What staff supports are needed?
    - What environmental supports are needed?
    - What social/behavioral supports are needed?

*How to increase access to general education curriculum 

40



41

III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations

Program Modifications
● Altered/modified

assignments
● Chunking of text(s)
● Use pictures to support

reading passages,
whenever possible   

● Reduce number of 
answer choices

Social/Behavioral 
Supports  
● Adult support
● Check for 

understanding
● Frequent reminder 

of rules
● Home-school

communication 
system
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School 
Personnel/Parental 
Support(s)
● AT consult
● Occupational 

therapist consult
● Vision consult

III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations

Physical/Environmental 
Support(s)
● Access to elevator  
● Preferential seating
● Picture schedule
● Allow extra time for
● movement between 

classes
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Nature of the Service: Use of Manipulatives 
Frequency: Other (during math assignments) 
Begin/End Dates: MM.DD.YYYY
Provider(s): Special Education Classroom Teacher

III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations
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III. Special Considerations And 
Accommodations



45

Section IV-  Goals



Goals and Objectives
▪ Annual goals are established based upon the Individualized need of 

the student using multiple sources of data collection and the 
student’s present level of academic achievement and functional 
performance

▪ All goals are evaluated and data are collected on progress towards 
mastery of the goal 

▪ Goals are broken down into objectives

▪ Progress towards goals is sent to parents at least as frequently as 
non-disabled peers

Please Note:  Annual goals and objectives should align with grade 
level general education curriculum standards, functional 
performance requirements, and the Maryland's College and 
Career-Ready Standards
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Goal

IV. Goals

Objectives

Progress 
Reports
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Section V- Services 



Special Education Services

▪ Outlines the nature of the service (i.e. classroom 
instruction, physical education, speech/language or 
travel training)

▪ Description of the service (i.e. number of sessions, 
length of time and frequency)

▪ Provider(s) of the service
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Related Services

▪ Developmental, corrective and other supportive services 
that are required to assist a child with a disability in order 
to benefit from Special Education

▪ Related services are identified by the IEP team

▪ Related services cover many disciplines
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V. Services

● Service Nature:Classroom Instruction, Physical Education
● Location: In or outside of general education
● Service Description: (Number of Sessions, Length of Time,Frequency)
● Begin/End Date: (Duration in weeks)
● Provider(s): Primary or Other
● Summary of Services: Weekly, Monthly, Yearly (hrs./mins)
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Section VI. Placement Data 



Learning in the Least Restrictive Environment 
(LRE)

▪ It means that children with disabilities are educated with their 
typically developing peers to the maximum extent appropriate.

▪ The child's placement is: 
* determined at least annually
* based on the IEP
* as close as possible to the child’s home 

▪ The child is educated in the school that he or she would 
attend if non-disabled as long as the IEP can be 
implemented

▪ Placement decisions are based upon the unique needs of the 
student and made by the IEP team.
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VI. Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)
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Remember
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Resources
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Acronyms
U.S. Department of Education Resource: 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/acronyms/#A


Disability Categories Resource
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Center for Parent Information & Resources: (Disability definitions)

https://www.parentcenterhub.org/categories/


MSDE Parent Survey
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To learn more, please visit 
     https://www.mdparentsurvey.com 

    Coming Soon!

Please complete 
your paper 
survey or fill it 
out online 
today! We want 
to hear from 
you!

https://www.mdparentsurvey.com


Local Resources
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PGCPS Family Support Center
Prince George’s County 

National Alliance on Mental 
Health

The Arc of Prince George’s 
County

Prince George's County 
chapter of CHADD

http://www.pgcps.org/specialeducation/family-support-center
https://namipgc.org/
https://namipgc.org/
https://namipgc.org/
https://www.thearcofpgc.org/
https://www.thearcofpgc.org/
https://www.chadd.net/chapter/400
https://www.chadd.net/chapter/400


State Resources
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Pathfinders for Autism

Parent’s Place of Maryland

Maryland Coalition of Families

Maryland State Department of 
Education Family Support 

Services

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fpathfindersforautism.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3BvetRDojZR_yy4vafTip1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ppmd.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw12_mbRzRJlXIUr4fi22dSl
https://www.mdcoalition.org/
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Special-Education/FSDR/FamilySupport.aspx
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Special-Education/FSDR/FamilySupport.aspx
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Special-Education/FSDR/FamilySupport.aspx


National Resources
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LD Online
Children and Adults with 

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder

International Dyslexia 
Association

https://www.ldonline.org/
https://chadd.org/about/
https://chadd.org/about/
https://chadd.org/about/
https://dyslexiaida.org/
https://dyslexiaida.org/
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• Karen Andrews, Coordinating Supervisor
• Beth H. Diaite, Instructional Specialist
• Marsie Torchon, Program Coordinator-ESY/Family 

Engagement
• Yvette Young, LCSW-C, Social Worker

John Carroll Bldg.
1400 Nalley Terrace

 Landover, MD 20785
(301) 431-5675

E-mail: jhflc.familysupport@pgcps.org 

Contact Us:


