
The Partners for Success 
Parent Center 

Engaging Families and 
Building Partnerships 



By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  presenta0on,	
  parents,	
  
guardians	
  and	
  community	
  members	
  will	
  
have	
  a	
  clear	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  Partners	
  
for	
  Success	
  Parent	
  Center’s	
  mission	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  the	
  services	
  and	
  resources	
  that	
  are	
  
available	
  to	
  families	
  of	
  children	
  with	
  
disabili0es.	
  
 

OBJECTIVE 
 



MISSION	
  

•  To	
  provide	
  informa0on	
  about	
  disabili0es	
  
•  To	
  increase	
  awareness	
  of	
  community	
  services	
  
•  To	
  assist	
  families	
  in	
  resolving	
  concerns	
  
•  To	
  connect	
  families	
  with	
  resources	
  they	
  may	
  
need	
  to	
  make	
  informed	
  decisions	
  regarding	
  
their	
  child’s	
  educa0on	
  

•  To	
  strengthen	
  collabora0ve	
  rela0onships	
  with	
  
community	
  partners	
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Let’s Work Together! 



REDUCED Student	
  Effects	
  
• Dropout rates 
• Retentions 
• Special education 
placements 

Family	
  Effects	
  
• Reluctance to 
approach school for 
needs 

School	
  Effects	
  
• Feelings of ‘us’ vs. 
‘them’ 
• Need to find 
volunteers for school 
activities 

Student	
  Benefits	
  
• Grades 
• Attendance 
• Attitude/behavior 
• Homework completion 
• State test results 
• Social skills 
• Ability to self-regulate 

Family	
  Benefits	
  
• Self-efficacy 
• Empowerment 

School	
  Benefits	
  
• Communication 
• Collaboration 
• Ability to problem-
solve 
• Staff morale 

Source:	
  USC	
  Center	
  on	
  Educa0onal	
  Governance	
  

IMPROVED 

	
  	
  FAMILY	
  ENGAGEMENT	
  



Maryland State Department of Education 
 Parent Involvement Survey 

Let your voice be heard! 



Parent satisfaction as measured by the 2013 Special 
Education Parent Survey indicated: 

Parent Survey Results 

¡ 52% of parents of students age 3-5 were satisfied 
with the ways by which schools included them 
when making special education decisions. 

¡ State target was 40% 

¡ School age 6-21 reported a satisfaction rate 33%  

¡ State target was 38% 



•  Provide information that informs families about the special 
education process and related services 

•  Provide families with support and resources so that you can 
play an active role on your child’s IEP team 

•  Provide opportunities for workshops and conferences 

•  Explain the options that you have available if you disagree 
with a decision made by the IEP team 

•  Provide information about State-wide assessments that your 
child will participate in during the school year. 

 

 

Ways that we can help! 



•  Provide access to current literature and resources about 
disabilities and special education 

•  Provide opportunities for parents to express their opinion 
regarding how well special education is meeting the needs 
of their child/ren. 

•  Provide parents with information regarding community 
events, resources and agencies that support students of 
families with disabilities 

Ways that we can help! 



Ways that you can help! 

¡  Actively participate in the IEP process at your  child’s 
school 

¡  Address conflicts as they arise 
¡  Understand your child’s disability 
¡  Advocate for your child 
¡  Access services in the community  
¡  Understand the content of your child’s IEP 
¡  Learn about what services are available to support 

your child at home and within the community 



      Parent Center Resources and Services 



 

https://sites.google.com/a/pgcps.org/partners-for-success-newsletter/ 
 

E-NEWSLETTER 



Know Your Rights 



Resources  
¡ Family Support 
Services 

¡  http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/
MSDE/divisions/earlyinterv/
infant_toddlers/about/
family_support_services.htm 

¡ Parental Rights 
Document (Various 
Languages) 

¡  http://
www.marylandpublicschools.org/
MSDE/divisions/earlyinterv/
Special_Ed_Info.htm 

Maryland State Department of 
Education 



¡ http://www.youtube.com/user/
Marylandlearninglink 

 http://www.marylandlearninglinks.org/ 

Maryland Learning Links 



§  Individualized Education 

§ Spatial Thinking - November 

§ Parent Empowerment Conference –March 21 

§ Coffee Talks 

§ What's all the buzz? (Math event) 

§ Changing Minds Conference – February 28 

§ Heritage and social awareness events 

§ Cluster outreach events – Special Education and ESOL 

 

Upcoming Events 



Parent Center Input 
Survey 
¡ http://tinyurl.com/p5ay9h7 

Workshop Suggestions 



•  The Parents Place of Maryland 
•  The ARC of Prince George’s County 

•  Prince George’s County SECAC  
•  Resource Connections 

•  Ardwick-Ardmore Enterprises 
•  One World Center for Autism 

•  Learning Disabilities Association  
 

Resources 



•  Pathfinders for Autism 

•  DORS 

•  DDA 

•  UMBC  Success 

•  Prince George’s Community College 

•  Maryland Learning Links 

•  Melwood 

 

Resources 



v http://www.autismspeaks.org/ 

v http://www.add.org/ 

v http://www.mdod.maryland.gov/MTAP%20Home.aspx 

v http://www.louriecenter.org/LC/ 

v http://www.parentcenterhub.org/resources  

v http://marylandlearninglinks.org/ 

v http://www.maryscenter.org/about.html 

v http://shrivercenter.umbc.edu/students/service-learning/umbc-
success/ 

Online Resources 



•  Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center (Adelphi)  
      8908 Riggs Road, Suite 229 
      Adelphi, MD 20783 
      301-431-5675 
 
•  John Carroll ES 

1400 Nalley Terrace 
      Landover, MD 20785 
 
•  Carmody Hills Judy Center 

401 Jadeleaf Avenue 
     Capitol Heights, MD 20743 

Where are we located? 



Staff 

v Mary Bell, Coordinating 
Supervisor 

v Beth Diaite, Program Specialist 

v Cohinta Velarde, Parent Outreach 

v Maxine McCullough, Secretary 

Hours of Operation: Monday - 
Friday from 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Web Address: 

https://sites.google.com/a/
pgcps.org/partners-for-
success-newsletter/ 

Address:  

Judy Hoyer- 8908 Riggs, Road 
Suite 229 

Phone Number: 

 301-431-5675 
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Zabrina Epps, M.P.M., District 1 
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PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 












































