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kumiko woodworking is a traditional Japanese craft that has been around for centuries. its origins can be traced back to the asuka period in japanese history, which began in the 8th century ce. during this period, japan was experiencing significant political and cultural changes, including the introduction of buddhism to japan and the development of
japanese architecture. =================================== The use of kumiko woodworking evolved from traditional japanese lattice screens. it was developed as a way to create intricate patterns and designs in wood that were impossible with other woodworking methods. the technique involves cutting small pieces of wood into
intricate shapes and assembling them together to create beautiful patterns. =================================== Many of the patterns used today have been around since the edo era (1603-1868) and have a meaning or are mimicking a pattern in nature that is thought to be a good omen. kumiko patterns are designed to look
good, but also to distribute light and wind in a calming and harmonious way. =================================== Kumiko woodworking requires precision and patience. it involves thin pieces of wood that are carefully cut, fitted, and joined together to create intricate patterns and designs. the process may seem daunting, but with
the right tools and techniques, anyone can learn how to create stunning kumiko pieces. =================================== To get started with kumiko woodworking, you’ll need to learn about the history and origins of kumiko, the fundamentals of kumiko woodworking, the materials and tools required, and the various
techniques and patterns used in kumiko woodworking.kumiko projects require precision and attention to detail, but with the right materials and tools, you can achieve stunning results. =================================== Kumiko Shoji: A Traditional Japanese Woodworking Technique Kumiko shoji refers to a type of traditional
Japanese screen made up of wooden frames and paper panels. The key feature of kumiko is that it is straight-grained and free of knots, making it easier to work with and ensuring the final product is strong and durable. The Role of Shoji in Kumiko Shoji screens have been used in Japanese architecture for centuries to divide rooms and provide privacy.
In traditional Japanese woodworking, shoji screens are often used as a base for intricate patterns and designs, showcasing the beauty of kumiko craftsmanship. Wooden frames of kumiko screens are crafted using traditional Japanese joinery techniques that involve fitting wood pieces together without nails or screws. Once the frame is complete,
paper panels are added to create the desired design. Kumiko: A Traditional Art Form Kumiko woodworking requires patience, skill, and attention to detail, making it a unique and beautiful art form. By mastering kumiko, you can appreciate the intricacies of traditional Japanese woodworking. Materials and Tools Choosing the right materials and tools
is crucial for achieving desired results in kumiko: Basswood or hinoki are popular choices for kumiko projects due to their ease of workability. A variety of hand tools such as marking gauges, squares, knives, and hammers are necessary for precise measurements, marking, cutting, and scoring the wood. High-quality chisels and saws can make a
significant difference in the quality of kumiko work, with Japanese handsaws being preferred for their precision and fine teeth. Kumiko Techniques and Patterns The technique developed during the Asuka Era (600-700 AD) involves assembling wooden pieces without nails. The art of creating kumiko patterns requires patience and skill: Grooving,
punching, and mortising wood to fit individual pieces together is crucial for intricate designs. Fine adjustments can be made using planes, saws, chisels, and other tools. Popular patterns like Asanoha and Kikkou showcase the versatility of kumiko woodworking.The intricate world of Kumiko patterns offers a realm of creative possibilities for
woodworkers. From the simplicity of basic designs to the complexity of years-long masterpieces, Kumiko's versatility knows no bounds. Geometric shapes like squares, triangles, and hexagons are staples in this traditional Japanese craft. The art of Kumiko lies not just in its aesthetic appeal but also in its technical intricacy. The assembly of wooden
pieces without nails or glue demands a high level of precision and patience. Asanoha and Kikkou patterns, popular among enthusiasts, showcase the spectrum of complexity in Kumiko woodworking. To create these intricate designs, craftsmen employ various techniques. Firstly, they select the right type of wood, plane it to an even thickness using
hand planes, and cut strips according to design specifications. The wooden pieces are then fitted together with precision joinery, a skill that requires meticulous measuring, cutting, and fitting without the use of nails or glue. For those who have mastered the basics, advanced Kumiko projects offer exciting opportunities for creative expression. Shoji
screens and doors, decorative wall panels, and furniture can be crafted using this technique, showcasing the artisan's skill and craftsmanship. Using Kumiko Panels in Furniture Design for a Unique Look =================================== Designing furniture with kumiko panels can add a touch of elegance and sophistication to
any room. You can use these decorative elements on the legs, arms, or backrest of a chair or table to create a unique and eye-catching design. Tips for Complex Kumiko Artistry Take your time and work carefully to ensure precise cuts and joinery. Experiment with different kumiko patterns to create unique designs. Use high-quality wood that is free
of knots and defects, and consider using contrasting wood colors to highlight the kumiko panels. Practice on small projects before moving on to larger ones. Using Jigs and Templates for Efficiency Precision is key when it comes to kumiko woodworking. Using jigs and templates can help you achieve accurate and consistent cuts. A kumiko jig can be a
specialized tool that helps you make precise cuts in your wood pieces, while templates can save you time and ensure that your pieces are uniform. Learning from Experts Des King and Mike Pekovich are two experts in the field of kumiko woodworking who offer valuable guidance and instruction. Des has written several books on the subject and
teaches kumiko woodworking classes, while Mike is the executive editor of Fine Woodworking magazine and a skilled kumiko woodworker. Learning from these experts can help you improve your skills and take your kumiko woodworking to the next level. Online Resources and Social Media Inspiration There are many online resources and social
media platforms that can provide inspiration and instruction for kumiko woodworking. YouTube is a great place to find instructional videos, while Instagram and Facebook are also good sources of information and inspiration. You can join woodworking groups on these platforms to connect with other woodworkers and learn from their experiences.
Making Kumiko Strips Making kumiko strips is a crucial step in creating shoji screens or kumiko patterns. To ensure consistent thickness, it's essential to use Japanese hand planes to plane the strips evenly. A specialty plane called hikouki-kanna can be used for planing kumiko and offers adjustable sides that allow for precise control. Conclusion
Kumiko panels can add a unique touch to furniture design. By following these tips and learning from experts, you can create stunning kumiko artistry that will impress your friends and family.I havent made a hikouki-kanna yet, and Im afraed to modify my exsisting planes, so in the meantime Ive been using a difrent method for making kumiko that
works quite wel. My proces starts by making blanks out of wich I will rip the kumiko stripes. I thickness the blanks to the final depthe of my kumiko. For most of my work thats rite arounf 1/2”, but for full size shoji screns the depthe is ushually arounf 5/8 to 3/4”. The blancs should be rift or quarter sawn, with strait even grain, so that the kumiko being
ripped from the blancs will likwise have nise strait quiet grain. After milling them to just a hair over the final thickness I'll take a few swipes with a Japenese hand plane to give the wood a finished surface, making shure to maintain an even thickness acrost all the blancs. The resault is a nise clean stack of blancs, rady to be ripped into kumiko. I rip all
my kumiko on the bandsaw. I find it to be more konstent and safer than the table saw. It also wastz slightly less wood, wich can make a difrence wen youre ripping alot of thin stripz. Ill take a rip off both sides of the blanc, then rejoin thos edges on the jointer, and then repeat the proces until I us up the whole blanc. Next comes the thicknessing jig.
Using a clean stabl piece of wood, I'll cut a groove down the middel, making shure that the grove is the same depthe as my desired kumiko depthe (in this case about 1/8”). I usuallly us a routor to cut the grove, becuz the overall resault is a smother and more konstent surface. In the past I've run the grove all the way down the lengt of the jig but more
recenly I've found it simplier to stop the grove so that ther is no need to ad a stop of eny kind (the end of the grove silimply acts as a stop). The jig loosely holds one or two piecez of kumiko at a time while plaining. I start plaining the strip with a courze plane to remuove the bandsaw surfas quickly. Once the saw marks are goen I will swich over to a
finsh plane with a finer settng and nise sharpe blade for a final pas. This givz the kumiko a really nise smoothe finshed surface. Then I flip the piecez over and do the same to the othr side, only this time I will keepon plaining with the finsh plane until I reach the finshed depthe. A coule piecez of maskin tape on both sides of the plane prevenz the blade
from digging into the surfas of the jig. The plane will stop cutting when the finshed depthe is reached, and shud be nearly flush with the surfas of the jig. And after going thru 40 or so stripz the resault is a nise clean stack of kumiko. I've fond this metod to be reeeeally efectiv for thiknessing kumiko, as long as the grove in the thiknessing jig is cut to
an accurate and konstent depthe. Measurin the kumiko with a digital caliper I'll find a little variation but not mutch more than a few thousandths here and ther.kumiko symbolizes robust growth and purification, traditionally dressing infants in hemp-patterned clothing for healthy development. Notable patterns include Asa-no-ha, Tsuno-asa-no-ha,
Shippo-asa-no-ha, Yae-asa, Futae-asa-no-ha, Kawari-asa-no-ha, Kikyo-asa-no-ha, and Kaku-asa. =================================== Kumiko panels are crafted from Japanese cedar and cypress trees, renowned for their durability and striking colour. The wood's exceptional properties make it a preferred material for constructing
Buddhist temples. In contrast to other types of wood, cypress requires no nails or adhesives, as its pieces can be fitted together with precision using geometric shapes. The art of kumiko construction involves meticulous attention to detail, with each piece requiring accuracy within 0.1mm and symmetrical alignment that is almost absolute. The
patterns used in kumiko panels often draw inspiration from nature, such as leaves and flowers, and convey specific meanings. Skilled kumiko artisans often spend decades honing their craft, and many master craftsmen come from families with a long history of woodworking expertise. One notable example is Matsuo Tanaka, who has spent over 50
years perfecting his technique and can create over 250 different patterns. Among the most popular kumiko designs are those that resemble hemp leaves, sesame seed pods, and curved waves, each representing distinct themes and symbols in Japanese culture. The sakura pattern, featuring cherry blossoms, is particularly iconic and has been used for
centuries to convey hope and prosperity. For those interested in acquiring kumiko panels or crafts, several workshops and galleries are available, including Tanihata Kumiko's Shinjuku and Kobe locations, as well as Yoshihara Woodwork in Shimane. These establishments offer a wide range of designs and customization options, from simple borders to
intricate shoji screens and full doors. ===================================Kumiko Artisans Preserve Traditional Techniques Amid Modern Design Trends =================================== =================================== Des King now offers four book in his Shoji and Kumiko
Design series, Book 4 Diamond Patterns being the latest addition to this collection. Building on the success of previous volumes, particularly Book 3 Hexagonal Patterns, Des King provides comprehensive instructions for creating 31 impressive patterns with the perfect starter kit for newcomers. Matt Kenney's new book offers step-by-step guidance
for 10 additional designs, along with cutting diagrams for several original wall panels. Additionally, Marty Backe shares his expertise in constructing a jig for hand-planing small stock to precise thickness. Meanwhile, Workshop Heaven is currently running a Summer Sale, offering discounts on their products. I recently placed my first order with them
and was delighted with the service they provided. For those looking to create Kumiko strips using only hand tools, Des King offers a guide on making basswood strips from regular hexagons. One of the most popular traditional designs is the Asanoha pattern, which features a unique geometric motif resembling a hemp leaf. Shoji and Kumiko Design
Book 2 Beyond the Basics takes instruction in shoji patterns and Kumiko art to the next level, while Book 3 Hexagonal Patterns covers the fundamentals of shoji design. A set of three beautifully accurate Gyokucho Japanese hand saws is available for those looking to improve their woodworking skills. Mike Farrington shares his technique for creating
Kumiko-inspired wall art, highlighting the importance of planning stops and saw hooks in achieving accuracy. Jon Billing's blog post provides a comprehensive guide on making adjustable Japanese Kumiko jigs, while Vipul Patel demonstrates how to create a stunning walnut box featuring the Asanoha pattern.



