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Pcgs coin grading guide

PCGS Grading Standards Help Unlock Coin Value When submitting coins to PCGS for grading, understanding their standards is crucial. This guide explains the Sheldon scale, used by PCGS and other grading services like NGC. The Sheldon scale has 70 points, with MS/PR-70 being the highest grade. Coins are graded based on their condition, from
poor to perfect uncirculated. PCGS Photograde can identify coins but not determine their value or authenticity. Professional grading is essential for market acceptance and authentication. PCGS was founded in 1986 by seven numismatic experts who introduced a standardized grading system to provide impartial grades. The company's mission is to
provide a universal standard that collectors and dealers trust. PCGS authenticates and certifies coins with a unique registration number, sealing them in an archival acrylic holder for preservation. The Certified Acceptance Corporation offers quality checks for already graded coins, while the CAC plans to introduce full grading services to compete
with PCGS and NGC. Coins' grades are determined by their production, handling, and storage, with well-preserved coins having greater value. Professional grading is crucial for authentication and market acceptance. This guide aims to provide collectors with the necessary information to submit coins to PCGS confidently and potentially increase their
value. To submit coins for grading by PCGS, create an account on their website and select a grading tier. Carefully pack and ship your coins to PCGS, where expert graders will evaluate and grade them. Upon completion, you'll receive a detailed report and a tamper-evident holder with your graded coins. The process for submitting U.S. coins to be
graded by PCGS involves choosing from four tiers: Standard, Economy, Walkthrough, and Secure. The Standard tier is suitable for coins with a value of $100,000 or less, while the Economy tier is for coins valued at $50,000 or less. The Secure tier requires a higher value, starting at $1,500 per coin, and offers tamper-evident packaging. The High-
Value tier is for extremely valuable coins worth $50,000 or more, featuring personalized service and hand delivery. Selecting the correct tier depends on the coin's value, rarity, and personal grading needs. Higher tiers cost more and take longer to process but can increase a coin's value. Turnaround times vary by tier: Standard (20 business days),
Economy (12 business days), Walkthrough (3 business days), Secure (25 business days). High-Value coins have personalized service with variable turnaround times. When shipping, coins must be submitted in 2.5x2.5 inch mylar flips and packed carefully to avoid damage or loss. Shipping carriers should provide tracking and insurance. Your
submission will be logged into the system with a unique tracking number, allowing you to monitor its progress throughout the grading process. PCGS regularly updates the status of your submission through their website and account login. Once submitted, the coins will undergo verification, grading, and authentication by expert numismatists. The
grading process involves a thorough examination of each coin's condition, strike, luster, surface preservation, and other characteristics to assign a numerical grade on the 1-70 Sheldon scale. Authentication ensures the coin's genuineness and lack of alteration or tampering. PCGS utilizes state-of-the-art technology and expert teams for authentication,
ensuring an accurate assessment. After grading, coins undergo quality control checks before being placed in tamper-evident holders with detailed information. High-quality imaging is also available for all graded coins, allowing collectors to inspect the coin's surface features. Once complete, PCGS notifies you that your submission is ready for
shipment, including a return tracking number and certification report accessible on their website. PCGS doesn't buy or sell coins, but they do offer valuable resources for collectors. If you have damaged or altered coins, they can't be graded due to their condition. However, there are alternative options available, such as Whatnot, which has helped the
author find great deals and experience both buying and selling coins. The author is sharing a $10 credit on Whatnot with the community, encouraging others to try it out.
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