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Introduction

According to the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA)
Standards 2-25, predoctoral graduates must be competent in the
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218 dental students (n=218) completed the PSCD course
+ Response rate: Pre-assessment— 99% (215/218 students) and post-

care and treatment of patients with special health care (SHCN) assessment— 93% (202/218 students).

needs. Texas has the second highest population of individuals with i —
disabilities among all states yet there is a notable shortage of Chart 1: Changes in Knowledge and Confidence SR

general dentists providing care for SHCNs patients, highlighting a ; g -

significant demand for dental services, increasing access to care, Student's confident including/treating patients with special =

and strengthening the educational foundation of dentists in needs in their year of study/current practice/professional life Picture 1: PSCD Educational Modules

predoctoral programs. Enhancing dental education and ongoing 80% Table 3: Qualitative Findings

training are crucial elements in cultivating a workforce equipped to

serve diverse and vulnerable populations. In parallel with the Themes

development of a new special needs dental clinic designed to serve % Tie e e o orou
the community, we introduced a new Preparing for Special Care Case Discussions *Most beneficial for clinical skils”

Dentistry (PSCD) preclinical course in the dental curriculum at the
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UT Health San Antonio School of Dentistry. 20% g 20% COI‘IC'USIOHS
+ The PSCD course findings suggest that third- year dental
| : n % students show a greater interest in incorporating special care
O Vel AdgsaT Samanial agfes Nallher soisdor~ Seimabal— SWoTly dentistry topics into the curriculum. This may be attributed to
The objective of this study was to evaluate the PSCD course and the e disagree Pasgles their relative flexibility and the opportunity for broader exploration
important components of professional practice that support students’ Postardyear B Poat4th yosr att ‘Sis ?'3(199 in thfirézntaltegucation. r'“ CO”"?St- the fg“”l’;'lyear
i I { i divi students demonstrated a stronger preference for core den
;?t%a;ﬁyézse;éeég ztigﬁj:r::;??ozLaL:;iilt; ?g;;?;,lgslgv;:dfgiﬁ(y Chart 2: Future Practice Intentions care (:opics <.1uetbto their experiegnce in current clinical practice and
meetings and case-based scenarios were designed to encourage Student's desire to have more exposure to patients with special . ?’:Ze%)i(;;g‘nac:)sn; curricular preferences should be considered
active learning during the didactic sessions. The foundational course needs in my year of study when introducing and designing educational preclinical
was developed to train dental students in preparation for their 50% interventions to ensure alignment with the academic and
upcoming clinical rotation in the specialized clinic. Educational " professional development needs of students at different stages

modules included legal, ethical and social context to disability in their dental training. For both years, in-depth PSCD topics
relationships between disability and oral health, knowledge of the et included in the course provided an increase in confidence when
spectrum of medical conditions, impairments and disorders such as 20% working with SHCN patients, however there is a need for more
intellectual disability, Down syndrome, Autism Spectrum Disorders, in didactic and clinical training to prepare future dentists for special

10% 0
Cerebral Palsy, Hydrocephalus, Seizures, etc. care dentistry.
) %~ Songly Agree _Somavwhal agree Noihorsgron or— Somavhat Swongly . PSCD course assessments and project team discussions
m e Dlssoses consider increasing the allotted time for more in-depth case-
s il 1would liko to havo mor 0xposuro o palients with spacial naeds In my yoar of study based scenario discussions and group presentations. The
Third- and fourth-year DDs program students completed seven- 0 FonSedyter; . Posl i your current evaluation methods will be maintained, ensuring
hour Dfecllngcal trammg, lr)cludmg two introductory sessions, five Table 1: Year 4 students' level of strong agreement on challenges gon::Q;Jgr:/vt:llguenhhZzagg:éuii?::aizszgljerr:epl and practical
nr;-depth topics, spzmﬁc dr:sordefrs %ndfaxsaer-nl::::gnscenano while working with patients with disabilities pp 9 earning sessions
class exercises and one hour of a final e .
+  Mixed-methods was used for this study. Qualitative and i 5 van Refe rences
quantitative data was collected in parallel and data analysis was Statement re G *Variance 1 Commission on Denlal Accreditation ditation standards for dental education programs (2022
N=111 N=102 Avallable at. hilps ! |
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i conducted separated.

« A modified KAP questionnaire was used to assess knowledge, l(sellcomforlable treating patients with : 0 +9% B12BAAIFARSOROFATT oy 2 a2 20ichczen
attitudes, and practices of dental students for individuals with special needs 5% 14% 2rus Dc’panmenl of Hoalth and Human Servicos. Oral Health in America. A Report of the
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SHCNs was administered pre- and post- completion of the | feel comfortable having 'palienls with 1% :\:;fs“;:;:gm\z\:\(‘)n\\\‘pmg( 15 supportod by the Heallh Resources and Services A
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