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Such educational initiatives also promote a
comprehensive understanding of patient care,
encouraging students to integrate diverse
perspectives and expertise into their practice.

Activity Design

«  First-year dental students (N= 92) and physical therapy students (N=68) were assigned to small
interprofessional groups in the dental school clinics during the Spring 2023 semester.

« Each group consisted of 3-4 dental students and 2-3 physical therapy students.

+ Prior to the session, both groups of students created supplementary handouts to be explained
and demonstrated during the session.

Activity Content

. Physical therapy students demonstrated and practiced safe patient transfers with dental
students through role-playing and use of mobility assistive devices in the dental clinics.

. Dental students practiced patient positioning and transfer for three case-based scenarios.

. Dental students then taught physical therapy students about oral hygiene adaptive aids and
discussed the link between oral and systemic health utilizing visual handouts.

Collaborative educational activities can serve to
equip the future healthcare workforce with
essential skills to address patient mobility
challenges and enhance the oral health care of
vulnerable patient populations.
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+ Dental faculty provided dental students with written feedback on their handouts

« Al students completed a Qualtrics survey evaluating the activity content, their confidence level,
and its impact on their skills.
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