[image: image1.png]® Little Acorns Kindergarten @




Fees and Funding Policy
1. Fees for Children Not Eligible for Funding

Fees will be charged for children who are not eligible for funding from Buckinghamshire Council.

Our current fee is £9.00 per hour.

Fees are reviewed annually and may be amended to reflect changes in costs and funding.

2. Two-Year-Old Funding

Eligible two-year-olds may receive 15 funded hours per week for up to 38 weeks per year, subject to the eligibility criteria set by the Government and Buckinghamshire Council.

Any hours taken in excess of a child's funded entitlement will be charged at the current rate of £9.00 per hour.

Parents/carers are responsible for ensuring that their child's funding eligibility is maintained and that any required funding codes are provided to the Kindergarten within the relevant deadlines.

3. 2, 3 and 4-Year-Old Funding for Eligible Working Families

Eligible working families may be entitled to up to 30 funded hours per week for up to 38 weeks per year.

Funding can be used flexibly with one or more registered childcare providers, subject to each provider's availability and arrangements.

Any hours taken in excess of the child's funded entitlement will be charged at the applicable hourly rate.

4. Three and Four-Year-Old Universal Funding

All eligible children are entitled to 15 funded hours per week for up to 38 weeks per year, from the term after their third birthday.

Any hours taken in excess of the child's funded entitlement will be charged at the current rate of £6.50 per hour.

5. Funding Codes and Parent Provider Agreements

It is the parent/carer's responsibility to apply for and maintain any funding codes for which they are eligible, including working parent funding, EYPP and other applicable government support.

Funding codes must be provided to Little Acorns Kindergarten by the relevant deadlines:

· 31 March – for the Summer Term 

· 31 August – for the Autumn Term 

· 31 December – for the Spring Term 

If a valid funding code is not provided by the required deadline, Little Acorns may be unable to claim funding for the relevant term and the family may be responsible for the applicable fees.

A completed Parent Provider Agreement must be in place before Little Acorns Kindergarten can claim funded hours.

6. Provision Options

Little Acorns Kindergarten offers two provision options: Enhanced Provision and Core Provision.

Enhanced Provision

Enhanced Provision includes:

Sessions
· Ability to swap sessions, subject to availability and appropriate notice. 

· Priority access to additional sessions where available. 

· Option to book ad-hoc sessions outside of funded hours, subject to availability. 

Enrichment and Resources
· Access to the Tapestry Online Learning Journal. 

· Daily healthy snacks. 

· Consumables such as sun cream and wet wipes. 

· Seasonal celebrations, events and visiting experiences. 

· Access to additional providers and activities, including but not limited to Makaton, Little Runners,  and Yoga. 

Enhanced Provision is subject to the applicable voluntary contribution/charge set out in the current fees information provided to families of 50p per funded hour.
Core Provision

Core Provision remains fully funded and provides access to the essential EYFS curriculum at no additional cost.

Families choosing Core Provision are responsible for providing the items required to support their child's care during each session.

Snack
· Clearly labelled snack pot for each session. 

· One fruit or vegetable and one savoury item. 

· Food prepared in accordance with current EYFS choking-hazard guidance. 

· Any of the 14 regulated allergens present in the food must be clearly identified in accordance with Food Standards Agency guidance. 

Personal Care
A clearly named bag containing:

· Sun cream. 

· Wet wipes. 

· Nappies, if required. 

· Nappy sacks. 

· Any other personal care items required by the child. 

· Two complete changes of clothing. 

Parents/carers are responsible for ensuring that these items remain adequately stocked and are replaced when necessary.

7. Optional Non-Funded Hours

The following additional sessions are available, subject to availability:

· Breakfast: £6.50 per day 

· Early Start, 9.00am–9.30am: £3.25 per day 

Additional sessions must be booked in advance and are subject to availability.

8. Payment of Fees

Invoices are produced in advance of each term and payment is required during the first week of the term, unless an alternative arrangement has been agreed in advance.

Flexible payment plans may be arranged to spread the cost throughout the term. Payment plans must be agreed with the Kindergarten in advance.

An agreed payment plan must be adhered to in full and payments must be made on the agreed dates.

If a payment under an agreed payment plan is missed, the payment plan will be withdrawn and the outstanding balance will become payable in accordance with the Kindergarten's normal payment terms. Any future payment arrangement will be at the discretion of the Manager.

Childcare Voucher schemes are accepted.

Tax-Free Childcare is accepted.

9. Tax-Free Childcare

Working parents and carers may be eligible for Tax-Free Childcare, which provides a government top-up towards eligible childcare costs.

Families should check their eligibility and apply through the Government's Best Start for Life service.

10. Late Payment of Fees

If payment has not been received by the end of the second week of term, and the family has not contacted the Kindergarten to make alternative arrangements or the Manager has not been made aware of an issue, the following will apply:

· Funded places: the child will only be able to access their funded hours for the remaining half term and subsequent terms until the outstanding balance has been settled. 

· Non-Funded places: the child will not be able to access their place until the outstanding balance has been settled. 

If payment remains outstanding at the end of the first half term, an administration charge of £25.00 will be applied.

The Kindergarten reserves the right to take further action to recover outstanding fees where necessary.

11. Late Collection

If a child is collected late without good reason or prior agreement, a charge of £20.00 per half hour will be made.

The charge will apply for each period, or part thereof, that the child remains at the Kindergarten after their agreed collection time.

12. Sustainability and Review

Little Acorns Kindergarten is a charitable organisation and regularly reviews its fees, funding arrangements and provision to ensure that the setting remains financially sustainable.

The Kindergarten reserves the right to review and amend fees, charges and provision arrangements where necessary to reflect changes in funding, operating costs or the needs of the setting. Families will be given appropriate notice of any changes.
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