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Absence and Attendance Policy
1. Regular Attendance
Regular attendance is important for young children's learning, development, wellbeing and sense of routine. We understand that children will occasionally be absent due to illness, appointments, family circumstances or other reasons.
Where a child receives a government-funded place, families are expected to support regular attendance in accordance with the relevant funding requirements.
We monitor attendance and may discuss concerns with parents/carers where a child's attendance is causing concern.
2. Reporting Absence
If your child is going to be absent, please contact Little Acorns Kindergarten by 8.45am on the day of absence.
Parents/carers should provide the reason for the absence where possible. This helps us to maintain accurate attendance records and monitor children's wellbeing.
If we have not been notified of an absence, we will contact the parent/carer to check that the child and family are safe and well.
3. Illness and Medical Absences
Children should remain at home when they are too unwell to take part comfortably in the normal activities of the preschool or where their illness requires a period of exclusion.
Temperature and Fever
If a child develops a temperature of 37.8°C or above while attending Little Acorns Kindergarten and is sent home as a result, there will be an automatic 24-hour exclusion period.
The child should not return until at least 24 hours have passed, their temperature has returned to normal without the use of fever-reducing medication, and they are well enough to participate fully in the preschool day.
This is Little Acorns Kindergarten's precautionary approach to help protect the child, other children and staff.
Medication and Being Unwell
If a child requires medication in order to manage their symptoms or to be well enough to attend preschool, they should remain at home.
For example, a child should not be given paracetamol or ibuprofen before attending in order to reduce a temperature or mask symptoms.
Children may attend with prescribed medication where they are otherwise well enough to participate in the normal preschool day and the medication can be administered in accordance with our Administration of Medication Policy.
Other Illnesses
Children should not attend if they have:
· Vomiting or diarrhoea. Children must remain at home until 48 hours after the last episode.
· A high temperature or fever.
· An infectious illness requiring a period of exclusion under current UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) guidance.
· Symptoms which mean they are unable to comfortably participate in normal preschool activities.
· Any illness where staff reasonably believe that attendance would be detrimental to the child's wellbeing or could place other children or staff at unnecessary risk.
Parents/carers should follow current NHS and UKHSA guidance regarding infectious illnesses and recommended exclusion periods.
If a child becomes unwell during the preschool session, parents/carers will be contacted and asked to collect their child as soon as reasonably possible.
4. Planned Absences
Parents/carers should notify the preschool as early as possible about planned absences, including:
· Family holidays
· Medical or other appointments
· Cultural or religious observances
· Other planned circumstances
Parents/carers should be aware that frequent or extended planned absences may affect a child's attendance and, where applicable, funded-place requirements.
5. Absence Follow-Up and Safeguarding
If a child is unexpectedly absent and we have not received an explanation, a member of staff will contact the parent/carer to check that everything is okay.
This is an important part of our safeguarding and attendance procedures.
If we are unable to establish the reason for a child's absence and there are concerns about the child's safety or wellbeing, we will follow our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and take any necessary action.

6. Persistent or Frequent Absence
Where a child has frequent, prolonged or unexplained absences, we may speak with the parent/carer to understand the reasons for the absence.
Our approach will be supportive and will consider whether there are any barriers affecting attendance and whether the family needs additional support.
Where appropriate, we may signpost families to relevant services or seek advice from the local authority.
7. Returning to Preschool
Children may return to preschool when they are well enough to participate in the normal preschool day and any recommended exclusion period has ended.
Parents/carers should inform the preschool of any significant infectious illness so that we can take appropriate steps to protect the health and wellbeing of children and staff.
8. Monitoring and Review
Attendance is recorded for every session and monitored as part of our normal safeguarding, welfare and administrative procedures.
This policy will be reviewed regularly and updated in line with changes to government, local authority, NHS and UKHSA guidance.
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