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Climate Action Plan
Sustainability Lead: Mel Armstrong
1. Introduction
At Little Acorns, we recognise the importance of developing environmental responsibility in young children while taking practical steps to reduce our ecological footprint.
Over the past couple of years, we have worked hard to make sustainability an increasingly important part of our setting. We recognise that small changes, when embedded into everyday practice, can make a meaningful difference.
Our Climate Action Plan sets out both the work we have already undertaken and our ongoing commitment to improving sustainability through learning, engagement and practical changes to the way we operate.
2. Our Progress So Far
We have already introduced a number of initiatives to improve sustainability and increase children's connection with nature and the environment.
These include:
· Introducing a sensory garden to provide children with opportunities to explore plants, natural materials, textures, smells and wildlife.
· Increasing children's opportunities for nature-based learning and outdoor exploration.
· Providing opportunities for children to grow plants and learn about where food comes from.
· Making greater use of natural and recycled materials within children's play and learning.
· Encouraging children to care for plants, outdoor spaces and living things.
· Developing children's understanding of recycling, reducing waste and looking after their environment.
· Increasing awareness among staff and children of the importance of saving energy and water.
· Encouraging sustainable travel, supported by the fact that Little Acorns is located within a no-drive school campus.
We will continue to build on this work rather than treating sustainability as a one-off project.
3. Key Areas of Focus
A. Sustainable Practice in Daily Operations
Reduce Waste
· Maintain and improve our recycling systems.
· Reduce unnecessary waste and avoid single-use items wherever practical.
· Reuse materials for children's creative and exploratory activities where appropriate.
· Encourage responsible use of paper and other resources.
Energy Conservation
· Use energy-efficient lighting where possible.
· Encourage staff to switch off lights, heating and electrical equipment when not required.
· Monitor energy use and identify opportunities to reduce unnecessary consumption.
Water Conservation
· Encourage children to use water responsibly.
· Avoid unnecessary water wastage.
· Teach children why water is an important resource.
Eco-Friendly Supplies
· Where financially and practically possible, prioritise sustainable, reusable, recycled or responsibly sourced materials.
· Consider environmental impact when purchasing craft materials, stationery, toys, cleaning products and other resources.
B. Nature-Based Learning and Play
Our outdoor environment is an important part of our sustainability work.
We will:
· Continue to develop and maintain our sensory garden.
· Provide opportunities for gardening and growing plants.
· Encourage children to observe and care for wildlife.
· Use natural materials within children's learning and play.
· Provide opportunities for nature walks and outdoor exploration.
· Teach children about caring for plants, animals and the natural environment.
· Encourage children to notice seasonal changes and the world around them.
C. Sustainable Travel and the No-Drive Campus
Little Acorns is located within a no-drive school campus. We support the campus approach to reducing unnecessary vehicle movements and encourage families and staff to use more sustainable methods of travel wherever possible.
We will:
· Encourage families and staff to walk, cycle or scoot to Little Acorns where this is safe and practical.
· Encourage families to avoid unnecessary car journeys to and from the setting.
· Promote walking and cycling as positive ways to support children's health, independence and connection with their local environment.
· Encourage car sharing where driving is necessary.
· Encourage drivers not to leave vehicle engines running unnecessarily.
· Promote sustainable travel through newsletters, displays and discussions with children.
· Work within the arrangements and restrictions of the school's no-drive campus.
We recognise that some families may need to use a vehicle because of distance, accessibility, work commitments or individual circumstances. Our aim is to encourage sustainable travel wherever reasonably possible while respecting individual needs.
D. Community Engagement and Partnerships
We will continue to look for opportunities to work with our local community and families to promote sustainability.
This may include:
· Sharing ideas with families about simple sustainable activities they can undertake at home.
· Encouraging families to share ideas and experiences.
· Working with local organisations where opportunities arise.
· Taking part in community environmental initiatives where appropriate.
· Using our outdoor space to help children develop a positive relationship with their local environment.
4. Goals and Actions
	Goal
	Action Steps
	Timescale

	Reduce waste
	Maintain recycling and reduce unnecessary single-use items. Reuse suitable materials within children's learning.
	Ongoing

	Develop our outdoor environment
	Continue to develop and maintain the sensory garden and other nature-based areas.
	Ongoing

	Encourage outdoor learning
	Increase opportunities for gardening, wildlife observation and nature-based play.
	Ongoing

	Educate children about sustainability
	Include age-appropriate activities about recycling, nature, water, energy and caring for the environment.
	Ongoing

	Reduce energy use
	Monitor energy use and encourage staff to switch off lights and equipment when not required.
	Ongoing

	Reduce water waste
	Encourage responsible water use and identify opportunities to reduce unnecessary consumption.
	Ongoing

	Encourage sustainable travel
	Promote walking, cycling, scooting and car sharing and support the no-drive campus.
	Ongoing

	Sustainable purchasing
	Consider environmental impact when purchasing supplies and resources, where financially and practically possible.
	Ongoing

	Engage families
	Share sustainability ideas and information with families through newsletters and other communications.
	At least annually and ongoing


5. Monitoring and Evaluation
To ensure our Climate Action Plan remains meaningful and effective, we will:
· Review our progress regularly.
· Monitor waste reduction, energy use and sustainable practices where practical.
· Review the development and use of our outdoor and sensory garden areas.
· Seek feedback and ideas from staff and, where appropriate, children and families.
· Identify further opportunities for improvement.
· Update the Climate Action Plan as new opportunities or priorities arise.
We recognise that sustainability is an ongoing journey rather than a one-off project. We will continue to build on the work already undertaken and look for practical ways to improve our environmental impact.
6. Our Commitment
At Little Acorns, we want children to develop a genuine connection with the natural world and understand that everyone can play a part in caring for our environment.
Through our sensory garden, outdoor learning, everyday sustainable practices and the way we work within our no-drive campus, we are helping children develop positive attitudes towards the environment from an early age.
We are committed to continuing this work and making realistic, positive changes that benefit our children, our setting and the wider community.
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