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64% of "youth group kids" walk away
from thelr faith after graduation

BARNA



How did we get here?



Professionalization of the priesthood



Professionalization of the priesthood
Parental outsourcing to experts



Professionalization of the priesthood
Parental outsourcing to experts
Same plays, different game



We can't out-program
post-Christian culture.



INnformation transfer # transformation



INnformation transter # transformation
Knowledge about God # knowing God



Parents are the most Iinfluential factor
on a child's spirituality throughout
thelrr lifetime

NSYR



82% of kids whose parents talk about
and practice their faith at home go on
to follow Jesus as adults

NSYR






Parents, not programs, are the key
to cultivating lasting faith in children.



Barriers



Time



Time
“| don’t know where to start.”



Time



Aim at the right target



Aim at the right target
Habit stack



| don’t know where to start



Simple tools



Simple tools
Menus



Vision



How effective Is your church at
casting vision for the significant role

that parents play in the discipleship
of children?



Does your church have theological
and ecclesiological conviction, and
a deliberate plan, for equipping
ordinary saints for ministry?



Support



To what degree do parents
experience a relationally,
emotionally, and spiritually
supportive ecosystem within the
church community?






Equipping



To what degree do parents feel
equipped with specific tools,
resources, and training in the
area of family discipleship?



Parent
Tables



Teach Your
Children Well

Sarah Cowan Johnson
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Baton
Pass




Parent / Church
ASS essme nt Results by Category

Conviction

Fruitful family discipleship requires deep, personal conviction. Parents with strong
conviction are fully convinced that following Jesus is the best possible way to live.
They also believe that raising their children to love and follow Jesus is part of their
God-given calling. Rather than outsourcing this task to “experts," these parents
recognize that discipleship is first and foremost their responsibility.

Prioritization

Family discipleship takes time, energy, and often personal sacrifice. Parents who
prioritize this work are intentional about making space for discipleship in the busyness
of everyday life. This includes adjusting family schedules or saying no to other
commitments when needed. Prioritizing family discipleship is about channeling
conviction into consistent, intentional practice.

Experimentation

Parents who effectively disciple their children are like scientists in a lab - constantly
testing, experimenting, and adjusting. They aren't afraid to try new things, and also
recognize that not all experiments will be successful. Fruitful family discipleship is less
about finding the perfect formula and more about ongoing discovery, flexibility, and
creativity.

Support

You've heard the phrase "“it takes a village" and that absolutely applies here. Parents

@ who build a web of support through friendship, mentorship, and intentional
community gain the strength and perspective needed to lead their children well for the
long haul. Family discipleship is most fruitful when parents are part of a supportive
ecosystem.

Resources

Parents whose family discipleship toolkit is fully stocked tend to lead their children with
greater confidence. Some of the most essential resources include a solid
understanding of the Bible, a clear vision for discipleship and what it involves, and
practical tools to integrate family discipleship naturally into everyday life.

61%
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Parent / Church

Church Results

Assessment

This section reflects how parents perceive the church’s
effectiveness as a partner in family discipleship. The church-
related questions were distributed randomly throughout the
broader assessment to avoid response bias. These insights
are designed to identify strengths to build on and areas
where the church may need to refine its approach.

Overall Score Distribution

AVERAGE
40%

CHURCH RESULTS / parent perceptions of church impact 8




Next Steps



Pray + Dream



Pray + Dream
Builld a Team



Pray + Dream

Builld a Team
Host 1 Parent Gathering in 2026



Pray + Dream

Builld a Team
Host 1 Parent Gathering in 2026

Consider Free Assessment



