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CI TY, NAVAJO COUNTY, AR ZONA,
CONNECTI NG THE CHI MNEY CANYON SOLAR
AND BESS FACI LI TY TO THE EXI STI NG
ARl ZONA PUBLI C SERVI CE CHOLLA
SUBSTATI ON AND | F NECESSARY THE
PLANNED ARI ZONA PUBLI C SERVI CE
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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed
and nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at Flagstaff, Arizona, conmmencing at 9:16 a.m

on Decenber 16, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COMSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conmi ssion
LEONARD C. DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental
Quality
SAL DDCICC O, Incorporated Cities and Towns
(Vi deoconf erence appear ance.)
DOUG.AS FANT, GCeneral Public
ROVAN FONTES, Counti es
(Vi deoconf erence appear ance.)
DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources
(Vi deoconf erence appear ance.)
Nl COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture Interests
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, General Public
GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Jeffrey W Crockett, Esq.

CROCKETT LAW GROUP PLLC

2198 East Canel back Road, Suite 305
Phoeni x, Arizona 85016
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CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

M. Crockett, | understand there's a couple
nore exhibits you'd like to introduce.

MR CROCKETT: Yes, Chairman Stafford.
Thank you.

So in response to Menber Fontes' questions
yest erday about the corporate structure and i nsurance
which we're going to tal k about | ater today, we've
prepared Exhibit CC 24.

That shows where Chi ey Canyon Sol ar, LLC
resides within the Cearway Energy G oup, LLC, corporate
structure. |'ve distributed copies of that, hard copies
to the nenbers in the roomand |'ve e-nailed a copy of
that exhibit to Menbers Di G ccio, French, and Fontes, who
hopeful Il y have that now.

The second exhibit which we need to
distribute is CC 25, which is a copy of the biol ogical
assessnent that supports the application which was
I nadvertently omtted fromthe filed version of the
appl i cation.

And so we're going to provide -- we're
goi ng to make copies of that now and distribute that to
the nenbers in the roomand e-nail a copy to the nenbers
that are appearing virtually, and so | would request that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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we recess until approximately 10: 30 today to give us tine
to do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Excellent. Any other
comments from nmenbers?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Menbers online, did you
recei ve Exhi bit 24?

MEMBER FONTES: | did. | just want to
cover the things | was inquiring on for M. Crockett's
preparation, and the applicant.

Want to know where the insurance falls. |Is
that going to be at the corporate? Because we're | ooking
at deconmm ssioning. Informof us of how the County has
i nformed you about any kind of requirenents they have for
decomm ssi oni ng.

Wiere's the PPA going to be held at for the
revenue? And what is the state or jurisdiction for the
regi stration for those LLCs?

Thank you, M. Crockett. | think that
woul d cover about everything | need.

MR, CROCKETT: Thank you, Chairnan
Stafford, Menber Fontes. W'IlI|l be prepared to address

t hose.
CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Wth that we
wll take a recess until 10: 30.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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(Recess from9:18 a.m to 10:41 a.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. M. Crockett, you've distributed the new
exhibits, 24 and 25. 25 is the biol ogical assessnent.
|'"'m | ooking to the online nenbers to make sure they have
copi es of both these exhibits.

MR CROCKETT: And Chairnman Stafford,
menbers of the conmmttee, good norning. Thank you for
your patience today in allowing us to get this exhibit
copi ed.

W e-mailed it to Menbers French, Di G ccio
and Fontes. |It's a fairly large file, so we're not sure
it went through, but hopefully it did.

CHWN STAFFORD: | got a thunbs-up from
Fontes saying that he got it.

MR CROCKETT: GCkay. And then for the
commttee nenbers, you have a hard copy of it. And it's
| think been pushed out to your notebooks as well.

CHWN STAFFORD:. It is.

MR, CROCKETT: GCetting the thunbs-up from
Grace, sOo -- so thank you. So | think we're ready to
pr oceed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | don't think | got it.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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M. Crockett, did you send it to ne al so?

MR CROCKETT: W did not. So let's do
t hat qui ckly.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR CROCKETT: I'mgoing to ask --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Go ahead and conti nue.
I"1l -- 1'"Il get it when | get it. Thank you.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. W need an e-nail
address for Menber Little. So --

CHWN STAFFORD: You want -- right here.

MR CROCKETT: Let ne take -- hand that?

MEMBER FONTES: | just forwarded it if it's
hel pful .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR CROCKETT: That is hel pful. Thank you,
Menmber Fontes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Good norning, M. Cass.

A (Ms. Cass) Good norning.

Q W have -- we have copied and distributed --
let's begin with this: W've copied and distributed an
exhibit which is nmarked as Exhibit CC25. Wuld you
pl ease identify that for the record?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. W -- we have included CC 25.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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It is the Threatened and Endangered Speci es Habit at
Assessnent that was perfornmed by Terracon Consultants for
t he project.

Q And, Ms. Cass, was this -- was this report or
assessnent inadvertently left out of the application that
was filed?

A (Ms. Cass) Correct.

Q And are you prepared to answer questions on that
fromthe comm ttee nenbers today?

A (Ms. Cass) | am

Q Ckay. Let's begin with a review of the various
envi ronnental studies that support the Chi mey Canyon
Sol ar gen-tie application.

A (Ms. Cass) Yes.

Q And if we could start at maybe Slide 48. There

A (Ms. Cass) Back up one slide, please.
Q Ckay.
CHWN STAFFORD: This is on hearing
Exhi bit 7A.
M5. CASS: Correct.
BY MR CROCKETT:
Q It's page 48 of hearing Exhibit CC 7A; correct?
A (Ms. Cass) Ckay. Good norning, Conmttee.
Apol ogi es for the delay this norning.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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We're going to be starting off today diving into
t he environnental studies.

There were multiple environnental studies that
were conpleted in support of this application and project
that are discussed in Exhibits A through J, as well as to
support environnental siting in general.

The types of studies conpleted include the
routi ng anal ysis that was descri bed yesterday by
Ms. Shaney. W also conpleted a phase 1 environnental
site assessnent. W reviewed the land use. W conpl eted
geot echni cal studies. W conpleted hydrol ogy and aquatic
studi es, biological resources, cultural, visual and
| ooked into noise and interference.

Ms. Shaney al ready di scussed the routing
anal ysis and public outreach, and we'll|l be speaki ng nore

on the visual sinmulations today.

| will be covering biological resources, noise,
and interference. Dr. Huntley will be covering cultural
resources and M. Neeley w il discuss the geol ogic

features specific to the site.

Q Ms. Cass, would you pl ease descri be your
approach regardi ng biol ogi cal resources as detailed in
application Exhibits C and D?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. So application Exhibit C
addresses the species protected by federal or state | aws

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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and policies because of their conservation status. It
al so evaluates any areas for protected -- for
conservati on purposes, for exanple, U S. Fish and
Wldlife critical habitat.

Qur approach to eval uate these biol ogi cal
resources started with a desktop-level review It was
foll owed up by in-person field reconnai ssance and a
wet | and and water delineation during that field studies
it was to identify, to confirmthe results of the desktop
and also identify new information.

Then we went back and anal yzed the results of
both the desktop and the fields to assess habitat and the
potential for special status species to occur. W then
performed foll ow up focus surveys for topics that needed
nore information.

In addition to the technical studies, we reached
out to Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent about the
project. W received two letters from Arizona Gane and
Fi sh, which were provided in Exhibit J within the public
outreach report which had recommendati ons for best
practices to mnimze inpacts to wildlife.

The second letter was triggered by a change in
the solar facility boundary and not resulting from any
change fromthe gen-tie |ines.

A response matri x was prepared and sent to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Ari zona Gane and Fi sh on Septenber 23.
And Arizona Gane and Fi sh acknow edged no
further comments or questions on Cctober 3.

Q And Ms. Cass, the matrix of the applicant's
response to Arizona Gane and Fish, is that Exhibit CC 167

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. That's correct. That's
correct, along with a copy of Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Departnent’'s e-mail acknow edgi ng recei pt.

Q Ckay. And does one of the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
letters refer to Project Pincushion?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. This project -- this project
that we are now calling Chi mey Canyon has gone through
mul ti pl e name changes. Oiginally, and you wll actually
see this on the new CC Exhibit -- or CC25 that the
project is referred to as Choll a.

The project then changed nanes to Pi ncushion.
It is now Chimey Canyon. This is because Chi mey Canyon
acquired this project froma previous devel oper and their
nanme was Cholla. There was a nane in the mddle that we
used as Pincushion. But we ultimately have nanmed it
Chimey. But in all three -- under all the nanmes we're
tal ki ng about the sane project and the sane project area.

Q And Ms. Cass, so the two Arizona Ganme and Fi sh
letters both refer to this project, Chimey Canyon Sol ar?

A (Ms. Cass) | would need to doubl e-check the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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project nanme that is listed at the top, but it is in
regards to this project area, yes.

Q Ckay. Thank you. And what was the -- what was
the Arizona Ganme and Fish response to the matrix that
Chi mmey Canyon provi ded addressing the coments of
Arizona Gane and Fi sh?

A (Ms. Cass) | have it open and can just read it
off exactly. And like | said, it is provided, it says,
"Thank you for providing a response to the departnent's
recommendati ons. The department has reviewed the
response and a neeting to discuss the coments further is
not necessary."

Q And did you interpret that response as Ari zona
Game and Fish being satisfied with the responses that
were included in the matri x?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes, | did.

Q Ms. Cass, would you pl ease describe the
nmet hodol ogy and approach, or your nethodol ogy and
approach to biol ogical studies?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. The nmap here overlays all of
the different biological studies conpleted for the
project and the survey areas.

The environnental departnment at Terracon was
contracted to conduct the Threatened and Endangered
Speci es Habitat assessnent and the Wetland Delineation in

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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2023 and was updated in 2024.

These were about a 16 -- 15 to 16, 000- acre study
area and they're shown in orange and blue on Slide 51 of
7B

The red boundary shows the current gen-tie
corridors as well as the solar area for reference.

A desktop study -- a desktop analysis started to
utilize available online resources to informexisting
mapped conditions or habitat areas and incl uded species
range, species occurrence, vegetation communities,
nati onal hydrol ogic data, soil type, national wetl ands
i nventory, and al so checked Ari zona Gane and Fi sh
Departnent and U S. Fish and Wl dlife databases for
protected species, critical habitat and protected areas.

Field surveys then occurred over the entire 15-
to 16,000 study area over seven days, in -- from
Septenber 26 and 27, 2023, and Cctober 16 through 20,
2023. As a result of the findings of the threatened and
endangered speci es habitat assessnent, it was determ ned
t hat one species, Peebles Navajo cactus, had a high
potential to occur.

We then ordered species-specific
presence/ absence survey for the Peebles Navaj o cactus in
2025, which was perforned by Tetra Tech.

This survey focused on identifying whether this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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plant was on site and built upon the previous study. It
al so consisted of a desktop review of known | ocati ons,
sui tabl e habitat and then intensive field surveys during
the correct bloomng periods in areas with suitable
habitat. This field survey took place April 9

t hrough 11, 2025, April 15 through 16, and April 25
through 26, all this year.

The surveyor also visited areas of known pl ant
presence outside of the project area to gain information
about suitable habitat, and positively identified the
speci es to make observations on site of our project nore
accur at e.

Q Ms. Cass, please describe the findings regarding
areas of biological wealth as detailed in application
Exhibits C and D

A (Ms. Cass) So the land cover in the region is
characterized by a m x of shal e badl ands, sand shrubl and
and sem desert grassland. The |and cover is
predom nantly high desert shrubland m xed with herbaceous
grassland. And there's long history of grazing in the
entire area that has resulted in rangel and deteriorati on.

The biotic comunity on the Little Col orado
Ri ver can be considered Great Basin riparian wetl and.
There are no designated or proposed critical habitat and
sensitive habitat, or wldlife refuges or conservation

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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opportunities wthin the gen-tie project.

One area of biological wealth was identified
within one mle of the gen-tie line. This is called the
Tanner Wash area of critical environnental concern or
ACEC. It is a 4,650-acre area designated by BLMand is
| ocat ed approxinmately one mle north of the existing APS
Chol | a subst ati on.

This was created in 1989, and the sol e purpose
of it was to protect the endangered Peebl es Navaj o
cactus, and that is the only location where this plant is
known to occur on federal |and.

Q Ms. Cass, would you pl ease describe the
project's anticipated inpacts, if any, to areas of
bi ol ogi cal wealth or special status species?

A (Ms. Cass) As there are no significant
bi ol ogically sensitive areas within the project's
corridors, there are no inpacts anticipated to that.

The seven -- there were seven ESA |listed or
candi date speci es that were eval uated, and none of these
wer e observed on site. Only one of them had the
potential to occur, and I'll continue tal king about that
injust alittle bit.

Addi tionally, the gen-tie project does not
contain any suitable roosting or nesting habitat for Bald
and Col den eagl es, al though they may pass through the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 182

area for foraging. No significant inpacts are expected
to Bald and Gol den eagles as a result of the project.
MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: Wt hout too nuch

interruption here, could we go back one slide to this

one? Yes.

You spoke about the designation of this
area. |'ve forgotten, what was it properly called? Wth
the --

M5. CASS: The Tanner Wash area, ACEC?

MEMBER KRYDER  Yes. Wat is so
significant about it that it was specifically designated?

M5. CASS: It was specifically created
because it is the only known | ocation of the endangered
Peebl es Navaj o cact us.

MEMBER KRYDER: And these are the little
fell ows standi ng here on this.

MS. CASS: Actually in approxinately two
nore slides | have sone pictures of this cactus. The
photos here on Slide 52 of 7B presentation are sone
representati ve photos of the site. W have the sandstone
wash areas on the upper left. W have the rangeland wth
nore or |less deterioration on the opposite corners of top
right and bottomleft, and then we also show the Little

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Col orado River area on the bottomright.

MEMBER KRYDER: And what's the approxi nmate
size of this designated area? How nany acres or square
mles or whatever.

M5. CASS: It's approxinmately 4600 acres of
t he Tanner Wash ACEC

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So that would be 10
square mles, back of the envelope. Is that --

M5. CASS: | don't know that conversion off
the top of ny head.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

M5. CASS: 1'Il trust you on that.

MEMBER KRYDER: Okay. And it's the only
pl ace known for these fellows to be able to grow, is that
ri ght?

M5. CASS: Yes, that's correct. So if we
can nove forward two nore slides. So if -- may |
continue? So this slide here, we're now on slide 54 of
7A, it shows the seven species that were eval uat ed.

As noted, six of them have a | ow potenti al
to occur or no adverse effect, so |I'"mjust going to focus
in on Peebles Navaj o cactus right now

So this is a very small, endangered,
endem c cactus. The photo on the right on 54, 7B is a
photo of this species. It is about the size of your
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t hunbnail when it is aboveground, and it goes bel owground
during periods of conpletely dry weather or no rainfall.

MEMBER KRYDER: It dehydrates on its own
and goes down under the soil?

Ms. CASS: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Heck of a deal. Sounds
i ke a spa.

M5. CASS: So it's only known to occur in a
very snall geographi cal area about seven mles in | ength
by one mle in width. The only known occurrence is the
Tanner Wash ACEC on BLM I and, which is 1.5 mles
nort hwest of our project. It is across -- this area is
across the Little Col orado River, across the railroad,
across |1-40. BLM conducts annual nonitoring for this
species wthin its Tanner Wash ACEC.

MEMBER KRYDER: Excuse ne once nore. How
many of these are there in this approxi mately
10-square-mle area? Are we tal king about hundreds of
t housands or are we tal king about 15 or 207

M5. CASS: |'ll need to double --
doubl e-check the BLM and U.S. Fish and WIldlife reports
for the presence in the Tanner Wash ACEC.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | would be very
I nterested, you know, whether we're tal ki ng about
preserving one of 50 or if we're tal king about preserving
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50 of 50, 000.

M5. CASS: Well, as |I'mabout to say right
now, this species was not observed on site on our project
what soever.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ch, okay.

MS. CASS:. So be -- using the
presence/ absence surveys started with by revi ew ng what
was known at this off-site |ocation, and it al so checks
the U.S. Fish and WIldlife five-year review of this
species, the last report of which was dated 2022, which
i ncl udes soil type mappi ng as a necessary habit at
requirement.

MEMBER KRYDER: And how far off-site are we
tal ki ng agai n, about feet or mles?

M5. CASS: Mles. 1.5 mles.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. CASS: So the necessary habitat soil
type is present within our project area. Therefore we
conduct ed these presence/ absence surveys.

These intensive field surveys took place
during the collective bloomng period. So |I don't have a
photo here of the species when it's bloomng, but it has
these very cute little pink and white flowers that are
al nost the sane size or even larger than the cactus
itself. And it is required to do the surveys during
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bl oom ng period, otherw se as you m ght guess | ooking for

a thunbnail -sized cactus, it would otherw se be very hard

to detect.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you have a
questi on?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, M. Chairman. Thank
you.

| -- during dry periods, and what tine of
t he year did you do the survey in order to -- if they're

under ground they could be there and you don't know it;
correct?

MS. CASS: Correct. So the field surveys
took place in April of this year during three consecutive
weeks. So we went out three weeks in arowin April.

The surveyor also then went to the Tanner Wash ACEC,

1.5 mles away, and was able to successfully identify the
species in that area, took that information and went to
our project area and was not able to find any.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

BY MR CROCKETT:
Q And Ms. Cass, if | could just nake sure we're
clear on the record.
So the Chi mmey Canyon Sol ar project is south of
I nterstate 40; correct?
A (Ms. Cass) Yes.
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Q And the area where Peebl es cactus -- Navajo
Peebl es cactus are known to exist is north of Interstate
40; correct?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes.

Q Ckay. And | think I recall that a square mle
is about 640 acres, so just doing a little quick math, |
think the area, you nmentioned 4600 acres. | think that
woul d be about seven square mles in size? Does that
sound right to you?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes.

Q Ckay. Al right. Please continue.

A (Ms. Cass) |I'll also just point out this map
that we have on Slide 54 of 7B. This is the sni ppet of
the path that the surveyor took of our project area.

As you can see, they crisscrossed back and forth
cross the corridor and then did lines in opposite
directions as well. And this is the way that they
conducted their surveys for the presence/ absence
det ecti on.

Q And Ms. Cass --

MEMBER KRYDER  There's a little -- oh, go
ahead.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q Just to be clear, this area that we're seeing

the map, is this in the area where Peebl es cactus exists
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or is this on the Chi mey Canyon Sol ar project area?

A (Ms. Cass) This nmap is the Chi mey Canyon
gen-tie area within the soil type habitat requirenents.

Q Ckay. So you searched for Peebles cactus in an
area whi ch had suitable habitat, and this shows the
search, the -- basically the footprint of the search; is
that right?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: And what are the little
white dots representing?

M5. CASS: So there are nunbered areas
where photos were taken for the -- it's little green
nunbers and little blue nunbers. They're a little bit
hard to see. So those are all photo points.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: And this is the only part
of the corridor that had the suitable soil for this
cactus?

MS. CASS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Sorry, |'m going back. |
don't know where the COctober 3 letter is from Gane and
Fish, I am |l ooking at Appendix G Arizona Gane and Fi sh
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Depart nent communi cations, so | thought all of them would
be here. But you nentioned there's an Cctober 3 letter
where they say there's no further need for consultation
or --

M5. CASS: Yes. That was, | think CCG16 is
where that's provided.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. That's right, so
Chairman Stafford, Menber HiIl, if you | ook at
Exhibit CC-16, the first five -- four or five pages are a
bl ue matri x where --

MEMBER HI LL:  Yes.

MR. CROCKETT: -- the conpany has
responded. And then the | ast couple of pages is the
e-mail from Gane and Fish where they -- that's what
Ms. Cass read into the record a little while ago.

MEMBER HI LL: That's what | was trying to
find. Okay. Thank you. Sorry, just wanted to go back
and make sure | saw everything.

BY MR CROCKETT:
Q Ckay. Ms. Cass, go ahead and conti nue, please.
A (Ms. Cass) Thank you. So just to conclude the
Peebl es Navaj o cactus di scussion. This species was not
observed on site. Therefore no inpacts to this species
Is anticipated, nor to any of the other |isted species
that are -- that were presented or eval uated.
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Q And Ms. Cass, | apologize for continuing to
i nterrupt you, but just for clarity's sake, so the
species that we're tal king about are listed on Slide 54
of Exhibit CC 7A?

A (Ms. Cass) Correct.

Q All right. Thank you.

A (Ms. Cass) W also |looked into -- so we al so
anal yzed mgratory species that mght use this area. And
the small|l di sturbance footprint and short construction
timeframe is going to result in mninmal inpacts.

For other nonlisted species, there may be m nor
I mpacts to individuals, but no inpacts to popul ati on
viability.

The |l ack of inpacts is largely due to the nature
of the project. The disturbance area is just going to be
t he pol es and access roads with m nimal vegetation
renoval. This was al so designed to be collocated with
other facilities to the extent possible. There is a
short construction duration. And once operational,
wldlife can continue to nove through this area.

In total, no critical habitat or sensitive
wildlife refuges are present on site and no significant
i npacts to listed mgratory or nonlisted species.
Therefore, while this project may inpact individuals,
both wildlife and plants, it's unlikely to result in any
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I npacts at the population | evel for species.

Q Ms. Cass, would you al so speak to the two
wet | and water jurisdictional delineations that were
per f or med?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. So surface water and hydrol ogy
was di scussed in Exhibit C of the project's application.
Simlar to the wildlife studies there were two reports
that were conpleted. The first was by Terracon.

They were contracted to conduct a wetl and
del ineation in 2023 and 2024, which included the
approxi mate 15,000 study area. And ultimately delineated
16 aquatic features within the gen-tie project corridors
that had the potential to be considered jurisdictional.
The Chi nmney Canyon gen-tie will also have to
cross the Little Colorado River in order to enter the
Choll a substation. Because of that, and the presence of
nunmer ous exi sting and planned transm ssion |lines that are
al so crossing through this area that conme into the
substation, we have a little bit nore engi neering
constraints, and we wanted a hi gher | evel of infornmation.
Therefore we ordered a subsequent delineation
t hat was prepared by Tetra Tech focusing on this area.
This was an approxi mate 250 study area as shown in the
yel | ow boundary as shown on Slide 55 of 7B. The results
of the delineation are provided here.
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The next slide, which is 56 of 7A, shows the
results of the desktop study with the national
hydr ogr aphy dat aset and nati onal wetlands inventory, but
| think it also shows the 10-year floodplain data in the
pur pl e col or.

Wth -- we will be spanning -- the results of
this delineation resulted in the boundaries of the Little
Col orado River and Tanner Wash. Tanner Wash is the nane
of the tributary to the Little Colorado River that's kind
of shown on the right-hand side in the |ighter blue color
on slides -- the B slide presentations.

We'l | be spanning both of these features as well
as all other jurisdictional features, and no poles wll
be placed wi thin waterways.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, did you have a
questi on?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. | got
a few questions.

Let's start with a coupl e sinple questions.
Since this is an old cattle grazing area, are there any
old water tanks out on the area where the sol ar panels
w || be depl oyed?

M5. CASS: We will need to doubl e-check
t hat because this has been historically used.

"1l defer to ny colleague, M. Al nqui st
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here, to answer that.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Fant, | do believe there are nore than one water tank out
there. There is a snall anount of cattle that graze, so
it would be a requirenent at that point. But speaking on
this specific |ocation, happy to reach out to the
| andowners and find out where those are if that's
hel pful .

MEMBER FANT: That woul d be great because
t hese water tanks are, even though they're artificial,
t hey' re perennial water sources, which are used by the
wldlife, too. So if there would be sone way to maintain
those water tanks, not necessarily in the identical
position, but those water tanks could nmake a difference
to the wildlife in and around the project area.

MR ALMQUI ST: Absol utely.

MEMBER FANT: |'ve got a bunch nore
questions if | can keep going, then.

CHWN STAFFORD: Go for it, and then after
you, Menber Little.

MEMBER FANT: Okay. Let's talk about bats.

D d anybody, when they were checking the
area, go out there with a net and try to catch any bats
any given night? Maybe throw a net out in between the
project area and Chevelon Creek just to see if any bats
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are --

M5. CASS: No, we did not conduct that.

MEMBER FANT: So we're not sure if there's
any bats out there that are --

M5. CASS: As part of the threatened
speci es habitat assessnent, we did include an eval uati on
of habitat for special species of bats, and | ooked into
each of those as well.

MEMBER FANT: I n those species of bats,
where do they fly in the air colum? Are they |low flying
near the ground, mdair colum, high air colum? If you
know. Because if there's water, if there's water tanks
out there or if there's none, there's only Chevel on
Creek, you assune the bats are probably noving towards
t hose resources at nighttine to get a drink, so | was
curious of what type bats they are.

M5. CASS: So the bats that were eval uated
i ncl ude Pal e Townsend's bi g-eared bat and spotted bats.

There is suitable habitat present for these
species, but they're -- and I'll start with Pal e
Townsend' s bi g-eared bat.

They typically inhabit pine forests and
arid desert scrub habitat. However, they're al nost
al ways near caves and other roosting areas. These
features were not present within the gen-tie project.
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For spotted bats, it's often also found in
habitat ranging fromarid to Ponderosa pine forests and
mar shl ands. They prefer open habitat and they roost in
cliffs and stone outcrops.

So while they may use the gen-tie project
area for foraging, due to the | ack of roosting habitat,
no significant inpacts are antici pated for these species.

MEMBER FANT: Assum ng they still have
access to water. So |'m nmaking an asterisk there.

Goi ng back to the water tanks, of course.
That woul d be ny one suggestion is a follow up, not
mandat ory but you m ght want to have your Terracon fol ks
| ook for or make an effort to check for bats traversing
the area, find out what's out there.

M5. CASS: So we will -- specifically
addressi ng the water sources that you're tal king about,
in our coordination with Arizona Ganme and Fi sh
Departnent, they did not include any requests for us to
mai ntain water tanks on site.

But rather, for the solar portions of the
facility which is beyond the scope of this commttee,

t hey did request that we avoid the waterways that are
cutting through the site. So that is sonething that we
wll be doing in response to Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Departnent's recomrendati ons.
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MEMBER FANT: Let's switch to Pronghorn
antel ope. There's a significant anmount of devel opnent
out here, and | don't know if anybody's | ooked at the
cumul ati ve effect of the devel opnment on antel ope or if
there's even any antelope in this area. Potenti al
antel ope area. They may inhabit a little higher
el evati on.

So is there any fawni ng grounds out here
for antel ope or antel ope herds active out here?

M5. CASS: | will note that | personally
di d observe Pronghorn at the site. And they seemto be
having a fun tine running through this area.

This -- there are no known fawning
| ocations that are within this area.

The Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnment does
ki nd of designate gane managenent units all throughout
the state, and this project area falls within one that is
cal |l ed Gane Managenent Unit or GMJ 4B.

This is a very large unit. 1It's about
1300 square mles and includes the area north of Wnsl ow
down to Tonto National Forest. The species that Arizona
Gane and Fish Departnent anticipates could be in this

area for hunting is antel ope, black bear, elk, nopuntain

lion, deer, Merrianis turkey, and tree squirrel. But,
again, |I'll note that includes a much, much | arger area
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than just the Chi mey Canyon gen-tie project.

MEMBER FANT: Do you intend to have fencing
out and around your project?

M5. CASS: There will be no fencing for the
gen-tie line.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. But -- okay. |I'lI
just sinmply nention that Pronghorn antel ope don't junp.
They run really fast, but unlike a deer or an el k, deer
or elk will junp over a fence, fence -- barbed wire fence
has no effect on a deer or an elk, generally. But
ant el ope don't junp fences.

So routinely where antel ope are | ocated
they tend to reduce the nunber of barbs they put on the
barbed wire fences. [|'ll nention this in terns of your
solar facility. And you m ght want to think out your
fenci ng security arrangenment so you didn't necessarily
i nhi bit where the antel ope are running.

M5. CASS: So as noted, the Arizona
Game and Fish Departnent did provide recommendati ons for
the solar portion of the facility which includes | eaving
wildlife mgration corridors. W wll be incorporating
this into our solar facility design.

Ari zona Gane and Fi sh Departnent did not
have any concerns over the gen-tie |line project due to
the | ack of fencing and | ack of ground di sturbance and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 198

there should be no issues with wildlife noving underneath
the gen-tie poles.

MEMBER FANT: Okay. Thank you.

Let's switch to Monarch butterflies. Even
t hough they're only mgrating through the area, if you
plant a little mlk thistle out there, they enjoy mlk
thistle. Just a thought to help them along the way whil e
they're mgrating. Throw a few mlk thistle seeds down.

M5. CASS. So our threatened and endangered
speci es habitat assessnent did include an assessnent for
Monarch butterfly. A requirenent for Mnarch butterfly
breeding is the presence of m | kweed speci es.

This species was not identified anywhere in
the project area, so although adults m ght be traveling

and mgrating through this region, it is not breeding

habi t at .

MEMBER FANT: No, |'mnot worried about
breeding habitat, I"'mworried at eating. Not breeding,
Sso.

So |I'mjust suggesting it mght be a good
i dea not necessarily put it out anpbngst your panels, but
you could throwout a little mlk thistle out there and
t hat would hel p the Monarchs as they're noving on their
m gratory routes.

So those are all the questions | have.
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Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
read the Terracon -- well, | read the whole application,

but the Terracon report does not include the 2A and 2B
transm ssion |ine areas. Was a study done of those two
areas that was as extensive as the Terracon study was for
the rest of the solar panel field and the northern
transm ssion |ine?

M5. CASS: Yes. So I'mgoing to go back to
Slide 51 of 7B, which includes a map of all of the
di fferent studi es.

It was | think earlier noted yesterday at
sone point that Chi mey Canyon hol ds additional site
control for the project beyond the area that we
identified as sol ar panels, which was an area shown --
it's an area south of the sol ar panels.

So I'"'mgoing to use the pointer to
highlight that. [It's this area down here.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Entire corridor for 2A and
2B; is that correct?

M5. CASS: So it includes majority of the
corridor for 2A except for as it heads south into
Sitgreaves. There are portions of 2B that went beyond
the scope of the original Terracon study, and so these --
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t hese sections were anal yzed from a desktop perspective
for just the major, you know -- end of national wetl ands
i nventory, national hydrography data set, and ot her
deskt op.

However, it is our expectation that we are
goi ng to be doing additional surveys for all of our final
gen-tie line route and work areas prior to starting
construction from our reconnai ssance that was conpl eted,
the areas of 2B which are outside the original Terracon

report are consistent with the general region of the

ar ea.
MEMBER LI TTLE: That answered ny questi on.
Thank you.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chair man.
CHWN STAFFCRD: Yes, Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: If we could in the
reference to, | think it's CC 25, the Arizona
Envi ronnental Online Review Tool Report, page 3, line 2,

there's three recomendati ons by the departnent there.

Can you expand on what those
reconmendati ons were and your application to those
recommendat i ons?

CHWN STAFFORD: \What page are you referring
to?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Page 3 of 12, Item2 in
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the list that says Recomendati ons Disclainer, Item 2.
There was three recommendati ons made by the depart nent
under the authority of the Arizona Revised Statute

Title 5, 17 and 28. | just wondered what expandi ng those
out, what were the recomrendati ons?

MS. CASS: I'msorry. |I'mstill unable to
figure out what document you're tal king about.

BY MR, CROCKETT:
Q So Ms. Cass, if | could --
MEMBER COVBTOCK: Yes, sir.
BY MR CROCKETT:
Q -- correct you there. |If you go to the back of
t he docunent, there's pages 1 of 12. And we're | ooking
at page 3 of 12, and it's Item Nunber 2 on that |ist?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Yes, sir. It tal ks about

recommendati ons by the departnent.
BY MR CROCKETT:
Q And | believe Menber Comstock is asking what
t hose recommendati ons are.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: And the reactions to
t hose recommendati ons. Thank you.

M5. CASS: | think these disclainers that
are listed here at the end of this report are just about
this docunent itself and that this docunent is the
recommendati ons. For the nore specific project-specific
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recomrendati ons nade by Arizona Gane and Fi sh Depart nent,
| would direct you to the two letters that they nmade when
t hey got a boundary of our project and wote us a letter.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So can we see those on
t he board? Are they referencing the Title 5, 17 and 28,
the letters?

MR CROCKETT: And we have -- we have the
letters fromArizona Gane and Fish that is in the
application, but naybe a better way to address those,

Ms. Cass, is by looking at CC-16 where we have a matri x
of what the recommendati ons are and what the conpany's
response is.

We can -- shall we put those on the screen
ri ght now?

CHWN STAFFORD: It looks like if you go to
pages 10, 11 and 12 of that sane document, those appear
to be recomendations from Ari zona Gane and Fish as well.

MEMBER HILL: It's the very |last part of
t he application.

MEMBER HI LL: So --

CHWN STAFFORD: Can you get to the
m crophone? There's one right there.

MEMBER HI LL: The Gane and Fish letters are
the very last part of the application. |It's binder 2,
and it is appendix GF. You actually want to see the
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letters, they're right here, so you can actually see
the --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | can | ook at the
letters. |I'mjust curious what the recomendati ons were
and what their response to the applicant was.

MR, CROCKETT: Sure. Thank you, Chairnan
Stafford, Menber Constock. Qur Exhibit CC 16, which I
believe is on the screen nowif we could go back to the
first page of that exhibit.

So what -- what the applicant did is they
took those two letters fromArizona Gane and Fi sh and
there was quite a bit of overlap because the ori ginal
| etter was based on an earlier version of the project and
it was expanded and they issued a subsequent letter. But
what Tetra Tech has done here is they have taken the
Ari zona Gane and Fi sh recommendati ons and then they' ve
got -- to the far right colum, they've got the Chi mey
Canyon response.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes. Menber H | I.

MEMBER HI LL: | just suggest that they
didn't -- they didn't respond to all of the Gane and Fi sh
recommendations. So that's why | wanted to nake sure ny
col | eagues actually saw the Gane and Fish letters. And |
was wondering if you could talk a little bit about the
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things that you didn't respond to and your rationale for
t hat .

And then we can go through the things that
you did respond to.

MR, CROCKETT: Thank you, Chairnan
Stafford, Menber HII.
BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q So Ms. Cass, would you describe how the matrix
was prepared?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. The matrix focused in on areas
where there was a very specific actionable recomendati on
whi ch woul d i npact the studies that we -- the studies
that we needed to do during the preconstruction phase of
the project. O significant post-construction itens.
For, like particularly requests for additional surveys.
And those were the itens that were addressed.

|s there a particul ar recommendati on that you

would li ke ne to speak to that was not included in the
t abl e?

MEMBER HI LL: WII there be lighting
associated with this transm ssion project?

M5. CASS: No.

MEMBER HI LL: The construction
recomrendat i ons around escape ranps, wetl ands and ot her
things, where do | find that in this matrix?
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MS. CASS: ddearway Construction's best
managenent practice always include either covering
trenches at the end of the day or including ranps. W're
not expecting to need any sort of trenches for the
gen-tie portion of the project.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. Can you submt your
best managenent practices to us so we can review t hose?

MS. CASS: W don't typically have that
witten down in a fornalized process. But those are
al ways di scussed with our EPCs during the bid process and
i ncl uded.

One of the -- there is a separate
departnment wthin C earway that manage the construction
and operations of projects froman environnental
perspective. And they always include to -- nake sure to
i ncl ude wor ker environnental awareness training for every
singl e one of our projects, and they also help cone up
wth site-specific recommendati ons or best managenent
practices that we as a conpany want to enploy for each of
our projects, even if we don't have a permt in hand that
says thou shalt include ranps in trenches.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: One m nute.

MEMBER HI LL: Hol d on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill is still asking
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questi ons.

MEMBER HILL: So you train for this,
assunme that you wite down the site-specific best
managenent practices at sonme point when you're --

M5. CASS:. Yes, those are included in the
wor ker environnmental awareness training that is prepared
for each project. That is typically prepared closer to
constructi on, however, so one has not yet been prepared
for this project.

MEMBER HI LL: And that will include the
construction recomendati ons that Gane and Fi sh had
around avoiding sensitive areas and provi di ng escape
ranps and ot her things.

MS. CASS: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. Invasive and exotic
species. You didn't address that.

M5. CASS: So we -- there was a little bit
of an informal view of invasive and exotic species that
occurred during the reconnai ssance portion of Terracon's
report, so we have an idea of what that is.

All of our -- we're not expecting to need
any sort of inport material for the gen-tie portion. W
also try to avoid that for the solar portion as well and
bal ance the site. So we wll not be expecting bringing
in any sort of invasive species to the site as a result
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of that.

MEMBER HI LL: | assune that you wash
equi pnrent with sone frequency before you bring it on to
site? That's part of the construction --

Ms. CASS: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: The workers' environnent al
awar eness pi ece.

MS. CASS: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. It nentions iMap. Do
you guys use i Map at all?

M5. CASS: iMap. | amnot famliar with
t hat program

MEMBER HI LL: Then you probably don't use
it. It's an invasive species nmapping tool that is
generally open to agencies and others so that we can
actually track the spread of certain species and the
popul ati on of certain species, and where they're noving.

Al ot of developers use it to determne if
there's invasive species on a project as part of their
permtting process. But | always |ike to ask have you
consi dered contributing to that because your staff woul d
have know edge of novenent of invasive species.

In a place like this, and | bring it up,
this part of the state and this private | and probably
doesn't have a | ot of biological diversity, or biological
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i nformation avail abl e.

| nean, we rely on databases and surveys
and public information, but if the public or if the
agenci es have never been on a property, we just don't
have a lot to go on. W don't -- | nean, it really is
hard to do a desktop review of a place |ike this because
there isn't any data to look at. You ve got a soil map
and you can | ook at topography and make sone assunptions
about t hings.

But I always -- | always am | ooki ng for
conpanies who find it in their interest and best practice
to actually contribute to data, to informthe | arger
di scussion. So | just wondered what do you do wth
I nvasi ve speci es, how do you nmanage them do you report
t hen? Those ki nds of things.

M5. CASS: C earway does not have a policy
to participate in this particul ar database that you're
tal king about. W -- for the solar portions of our
project, we do create operational managenent plans for
vegetation so those can be operated in a way that doesn't
i npede the sol ar panels thensel ves or the workers on the
site.

Otentines if there is an invasive species
that is growi ng out of control that i|Inpedes operations,
so we have a vested interest to make sure that that does
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not occur.

For the gen-tie portion of our project, due
to the limted ground di sturbance that's going to be
occurring, and al so just the nature of poles crossing
through a site, we're not expecting there to be really
ei ther nmany inpacts on invasive species to our projects
nor our project contributing to it either.

MEMBER HI LL: So roads. Roads are ny
bi ggest concern because those nai ntenance roads
underneath those |lines becone a corridor for introducing

i nvasi ve species. How do you nanage access to the roads

t here?

M5. CASS: 1'Il defer to M. Al nguist for
this.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman St afford, Menber
Hll, would you m nd repeating your question, please.

MEMBER HI LL: Roads are an access point for
I nvasi ve species. Wen we put roads in places that are
relatively undisturbed, it attracts traffic nui sances.
That's how | feel |ike invasive species nost often get
brought in on.

So how are you namnagi ng road access to the
roads that you' re buil di ng underneath these transm ssion
lines to reduce the potential for bringing on nore
I nvasi ve speci es?
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MR ALMQUI ST: It's a good consideration
that you raise in how we design our site access
infrastructure in regards to invasive species. Frankly,
| don't know if | have the data to speak on that portion.
My main invol venent regarding site road access is -- or
the | ogi cal engineering side of things to nmake sure that
we access to all available parts of the site.

But | would want to do a little bit nore
research before | properly answer your question. And
defer a little bit to our engineering group, |I'm happy to
reach out themnowto find nore clarity.

MEMBER HILL: And nostly if you don't all ow
access, if you have a way of discouraging and making it
| ess of an attraction for nuisances, then | worry |ess.
But | do feel |ike when we build these transm ssion
| i nes, the roads becone an access point that the public
trespass frankly, use frequently. And their -- their
access there often introduces other species and creates
nore chal l enges for invasive species.

MR ALMQUI ST: | can't say the specific
site road access, so the roads that will be used on site
i n between panel arrays and whatnot, those are closed off
to the public for the --

MEMBER HILL: It's the transm ssion --

MR ALMQUI ST: Yes, that's --
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CHWN STAFFORD: One at a tine, please.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

MR ALMQI ST: | think I got called for it
yest erday, too.

But regarding the transm ssion roads, it's
understood. Let ne get a little bit nore insight on that
and answer your question.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. And what |'m hoping to
hear, but like, tell me if I"'mwong, is alot of this is
on private property, there are gates, there's not going
to be a lot of access. But | just think that that tends
to be a vector or vehicle for a |lot of invasive
I nt roducti ons.

The | ast question | think I have on this
front is you nentioned there will be additional surveys

for design of the gen-tie. Can you talk about what those

addi ti onal surveys will |ook |ike?
M. CASS: | think nmy next slide tal ks
about that. | can either nobve on to that or address

ot her questions if there are any.

CHWN STAFFORD: | have one qui ck questi on.

These habitat assessnents, this is for the
entire project including the solar array and not just the
gen-tie; correct?

MS. CASS: Correct.
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CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. Thank you. |
bel i eve Menber Fontes had a questi on.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairman.
|'"d like to ask the applicant how far al ong you are on
design and with respect on phase 1 to preparing for the
EPC contract RFP to award that.

MR, ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Fontes, thank you for the question. The project's gone
t hrough several different iterations of design at this
point. W do have exclusivity with the EPC contractor
that will be working on the site and worki ng through some
of the final bids with themto try to understand a little
bit of the schedule inplications right now that are
present just given the chall enges of procurenment. So if
| were to generalize, so we are nore so at the 10 percent
desi gn stage and kicking off the 30 percent design stage
in the upcom ng nont hs.

MEMBER FONTES: | found Ms. Cass's response
unaccept abl e for the purposes of the note on the planned
mtigations that you're going to float down to your EPC
contract. | recognize that you are a publicly listed
conpany. This is not your first project.

My fellow Menber H Il asked what were best
practices. Wuat |I'd like you to do is think through that
response in terns of what you've done on simlar projects
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for the environmental nonitoring during construction and
then also for the life during the O and M

Look at that contract if you have draft
| anguage in there fromyour |egal or procurenment shop or
| ook at anot her project and then conme back to us with a
nore prepared answer.

| think we need that. W' ve had other
proj ect developers cone in wth this simlar answer,
we' ve asked themto go and check and then conme back with
somet hi ng that we can put on the record to assure the
public and to address these concerns.

So if you could, M. Alnguist, I'd like to
put that one back on you since you're the devel oper as
opposed to just the environnental folk, but relate it
back to how those mtigations are. Appreciate that.

MR ALMQUI ST: Understood. Menber Fontes,
do you mind if | just clarify the question, nake sure |
enconpass your entire ask?

Just understanding the best practices for
noni toring environnental i1ssues during construction and
during operations based off of our previous project,
environnental and wildlife inpacts.

MEMBER FONTES: That's correct. O if you
have something in a draft EPC contract that you're about
to send out for bids, you know, let's | ook at that,
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because that's al so going to have those things that
you're going to require.

MR ALMQUI ST: Understood. Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: The other thing on that,
and then what's your role -- what's your role as the
constructor-operator-owner in terns of ensuring that's
going to nonitor. Are you going to do that? Do you have
a construction nanager? Are you going to del egate that
to Terracon and have them nonitor?

MR ALMQUI ST: Thank you for the
clarification.

MEMBER FONTES: Yeah, we're just |looking to
capture this for the record as we've done with other
devel opers. Thank you. Menber HlIl, | defer back to you
but I think that's sonething we've seen before.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Hill, you had an additional
questi on.

MEMBER HILL: O just kind of a comment or
suggesti on, because | -- thank you, Menber Fontes, | was

ki nd of turning over in ny head the worker environnental
awar eness requirenents was kind of a new concept for ne,
so | was turning over in ny head, what |'d rather see
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what that | ooks Iike and confirmthat those things are in
there, or would | rather see sone anendnent to
Exhibit CC-16 that identifies what the practice will be
in response to Gane and Fish. And as Menber Fontes says,
the roles and responsibilities of the different parties
associ ated with this.

| think there's a couple of options here,
but the applicant can kind of figure out what m ght work
best for them So those are ny thoughts.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chair man.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Sonehow we went down
anot her road here, but | still haven't heard the answer
to the question | asked initially. So let ne ask it
anot her way.

On page 3 of 12 in the recommendati ons
disclainer, line Item?2, are the Title 5, 17, and 28
referenced to the Cholla array facility, or is it the
CECs that we're responsible for? And if those

recomrendati ons are for the CEC process, then | don't see

themin that letter. So thank you, Menber Hill, for the
opportunities to read the letters, but | still haven't
heard the answer that | initially asked for.

MR, CROCKETT: Wwell, and Chairnman Stafford,
Menber Constock, just -- | think that the -- what you're
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reading from these are disclainers on -- well, just
| ooking at, for exanple, Title 5 in the parenthetical it
says anusenent and sports, | think that title deals with
sports facilities, amusenent park kinds of things, which
| don't know would be relevant here. | think that m ght
just be boilerplate-type | anguage.

Title 17, Gane and Fish certainly woul d.

Title 28, transportation, this is not a
transportation project, so | don't think that would be
rel evant here.

But as to Gane and Fi sh, what we have done
Is we've taken the Gane and Fi sh recommendati ons, we've
eval uated them we've included them on Exhibit CC 16, and
as Menber H Il points out, we haven't addressed
everything in the letters. But the things that were not
addressed in the letters | believe Ms. Cass testified
were things that were not relevant to the gen-tie
project. For exanple, like lighting on the structures.

And so | had not forgotten your question.
| was intending to circle back and just see what your
pref erence woul d be.

We can -- Ms. Cass can wal k through these
Gane and Fi sh recommendati ons and tal k about the
conmpany's response wth you if that would answer your
question on this one.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Crockett, |
appreciate the clarification. |1'"mjust reading the first
part of this statenent that said recommendati ons have
been nmade, and it lists three categories.

So unless | mssed English 202 in high
school, sounds to ne |ike there's three recommendati ons
in this that were addressed by the departnment.

MR. CROCKETT: And Chai rman St afford,

Member Constock, | ook just reading at this, I'minclined
to believe -- we can do a little nore due diligence on
this -- I"'minclined to believe that this is boilerplate

disclainers |like you see in contracts where there's a
l'ist of disclainers.

And as | see them two of the seven -- |
mean two of the three would not apply here. And | don't
think -- I"mpretty confident that there are no
recommendations in the Gane and Fish letter that woul d
fall under Title 5 or under Title 28. And |I'd need to
look at Title 17, but | assune that's where the authority
falls for Gane and Fish, and that's where the authority
for those reconmendati ons which are then addressed in
Exhi bit CC-16.

And | think that's the best answer | can
give to that question right now.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. Perhaps we
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can cone back later if you' ve had sone nore tine to | ook
at it.

MR CROCKETT: Ckay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | understand. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: This docunent you're
| ooking at that's attached to CC-25, that's the results
fromthe Arizona Gane and Fish online review tool, isn't
it? It's the report.

M5. CASS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Doesn't it --
don't -- | think we've seen a few of these. Don't they
spit that sane | anguage out every tine you get the online
review tool report?

M5. CASS:. Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's not sonething specific
tothis project. It's just -- | think it's the
boi | erpl ate | anguage that he was tal king about. And then
they have -- and this one here just kind of gives you a
reference. It has sone, one of the standard
recomrendati ons you see at the |ast few pages of that
report. This is kind of the starting point, and then
t hey' ve had correspondence with Gane and Fi sh to address
specific things for the project.

| ' massum ng for the sol ar project,
you've -- they've tal ked about fencing and having the gap
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at the bottomto allow snmaller animals to nove through
t he area uni npeded.

M5. CASS:. Yes, they did provide their
reference to their wildlife-conpatible fencing
reconmendat i ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And is that included
inthis matrix in CC 167

M5. CASS: | will need to double-check if
that one is in there. But we did review Arizona Gane and
Fish Departnment's wildlife conpatible fencing
recommendations. And generally speaking that is not
applicable to the gen-tie portion because there wll be
no fences.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. | understand that.

All right. And Menber Hill's been waiting,
and then after her, Menber Fant.

MEMBER HI LL: Just a coupl e nore questions
as I'mtrying to marry up all the things.

CHWN STAFFORD: Onh, | neant Menber Little.

MEMBER HI LL: Oh.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

"' mjust wondering, Menber Hill outlined a couple of
possi bl e ways to address the recommendations in the Fish
and Gane letter or Gane and Fish letter that were not in
CC -- what is it, 16, | think.
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' mjust going to suggest a further one and
that is to just include in the condition where that
exhibit is referenced | think it's Condition 5, that the
appli cant agrees to conply where applicable to the
recommendati ons that are in the Gane and Fish letter.

Just a suggestion as a possible way to al so handl e this.
And that would cover the things that were in that

Gane and Fish letter that were not addressed in that

exhi bi t.

MR CROCKETT: And Chairnman Stafford,
Member Little, | think that's sonething we can certainly
| ook at and tal k about. | assune that the condition

you're referencing would be limted to as applicable to
the gen-tie project and not the solar project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | believe that is always
t he case.

MR CROCKETT: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. Just
one question on the June 23, 2025, letter from AZG-D,

t hey tal ked about -- and this is not relevant, this is
not jurisdictional. It says the facility out there nmay
be in the -- there may be Bendire's Thrashers out in that

area and recommended additional surveys for that
particul ar type bird.
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Do you know, was that an issue also in the
corridor for the transm ssion line? That particular type
bird? And that's not a trick question, by the way, just
out of curiosity.

M5. CASS: No, we don't believe any inpacts
to Bendire's Thrasher is anticipated. That one is
actually one of the itens on page 3 within our matrix if
you go forward two pages. W discuss that species. And
t hat was acknow edged by Arizona Ganme and Fi sh
depart nent .

MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Hi | .

MEMBER HI LL: A couple of other itens that
| wanted to touch base with you on were in either the
July 8 letter or June 23 letter from Gane and Fi sh.

One of them was about bird diverters. How
are you | ooking at the crossing at the Col orado Ri ver and
the potential need for bird diverters there? The Little
Col orado River, to be clear.

MS. CASS: Thank you. W have consi dered
t he usage of bird diverters in this area, and it's our
expectation that it is not required to mnimze inpacts
to bird species in this region

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think | asked the
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question yesterday about how many other |ines cross the
Little Colorado and | guess Tanner Wash, too, and do any
of them currently have bird diverters.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, so we've
been out to the site maybe seven or eight tines, reviewed
t he photos that we have, and, you know, of course we
weren't necessarily looking for bird diverters at the
time. But don't recall bird diverters on those.

| wote down a little bit of information
here regardi ng the Avian Power Line |Interconnection
Comm ttee, which do not require bird diverters from our
understanding at the site, so of course the project would
comply with that if that was the case here, but it does
not seemto inpact the crossing to our know edge.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: Gane and Fi sh nentioned they
woul d -- that you m ght consider doing that because APLIC
doesn't doit. So I'd like to think about that a little
bit. W required that in the crossing of the Little
Col orado River a couple CECs ago. So | think that's a
consi deration to include.

Revegetation. So this kind of goes to
M. -- or Menber Fant's question about vegetation.

So can you talk a little bit about how you
approach revegetati on when you're -- after you' ve
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constructed a transm ssion |ine? Wat are your
practices?

M5. CASS: Qur practices in this area are
|argely tied to what we do for our SWPPP permt, so this
is our construction, general stormwater permt which
requires that we develop a stormwater pollution
prevention plan for every construction project over one
acre in area. This project will absolutely conply wth
t hat .

The SWPPP requirenents, in order to close
t hat out, you nust denonstrate a certain |evel of
reveget ati on has been obtained. Typically, what happens
iIs the -- our EPC gets the SWPPP and nmanages it during
construction, and then it goes to operations.

They hand that off to us and we take that
over as the operator for the site to ensure that our
SWPPP can be cl osed out successfully. W have a vested
interest in making sure that our SWPPP gets cl osed as
opposed to staying open indefinitely, and therefore we
make sure that our revegetation requirenents nmeet SWPPP
requi rements as qui ckly as possi bl e.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's approved by the
Count y?

M5. CASS: The SWPPP | believe is sent to
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ADEQ.

MEMBER DRAGO  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER DRAGO. That's correct.

MEMBER HI LL: So | just suggest there's a
coupl e of things that we've tal ked about here that could
ei ther been added to CC-16 or to Menber Little's coment,
we coul d add where applicable the letters dated this,
that, and the other for Gane and Fi sh could be incl uded
i nstead. Watever you guys want to do. | don't have a

pr ef er ence.

Thank you.
MR CROCKETT: Well, if there are no other
menber questions |I'll nove forward, or do we?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menmber Fant has a questi on.

MEMBER FANT: No, M. Crockett, not a
gquestion. But a point of information.

Because | work on transm ssion |lines, too.
This doesn't work for songbirds, but for mgratory birds
they can see an infrared. So you can put infrared |lights
on lines or crossings which are generally not visible
fromthe human eye, but it will divert high rates |ike
96, 98 percent of all mgratory birds away fromthe
transm ssion line but it doesn't work with songbirds. So
just a point of information.
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MS. CASS:. Thank you.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. M. Cass --

M5. CASS: Sorry. 1, if I may, | have just
alittle bit nore information for Menber Constock j ust
about these recommendati ons that you're referencing.

As noted by Chairman Stafford, all of --

t he docunent that you're tal king about is the online
reviewtool. It's kind of one of the very first steps
that occur in a desktop review process. GCenerally
speaki ng, you go on a website, you plug in your project
area by uploading a file and it spits out this report.
So as noted, it Is very generic.

| believe the statutes that are -- it is
referencing are just kind of the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Departnent statutes as a whole, and the recommendati ons
that are |listed are actually the photovol taic sol ar
recommendati ons which are later on in pages like 10 and
11, 12.

| think you were tal king about nunber 3 or
nunber 2 on that page which was referencing the
recommendations. But if you go down to nunber 5, it says
that further coordination with the departnent requires
the submttal of this environnental review report and a
cover letter into the project evaluation program

So that is what then occurred to get nore
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project-specific information, and to have a staff nenber
at Arizona Gane and Fish Departnent review it as opposed
to just spitting out the online report.

And so that is where our subsequent letters
fromthe departnment cone from which provide nuch nore
project-specific informati on than what this tool did.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, now that's
an answer. That was a great answer. Thank you for that.
It was a lot different than what | first heard the first
time we went around. So thank you for researching that.
Thank you for finding the answer.

MS. CASS: Thank you. | just needed to
think about it alittle bit.

BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Ms. Cass, have you forned a concl usion and
opi ni on regardi ng whether the gen-tie line is conpatible
wth waterway resources, wildlife, plant species, and any
af fected habitats?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. So this next slide talks a |ot
about what we've kind of been discussing and circling
around al r eady.

So as the applicant, we're conmtted to a few
itens to mnimze inpacts resulting fromthe project.

Qur design is going to consider pull and work
area placenents to avoid sensitive waterways, or any
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ot her sensitive biol ogical areas including spanning
wat er ways.

W will have mninmal tenporary construction work
areas such as to string the poles with conductor, and we
will obtain appropriate permt coverage to be designed to
nmeet the threshold for nationw de permts if necessary.

W will also include design, a gen-tie |line
design that is conpliant with the Avian Power Line
I nteraction Commttee, APLIC, standards, which are
| argely due to the spacing of conductors for |arge birds
and will mnimze the risk of electrocution.

We're al so going to foll ow our standard best
managenent practices and conply wwth requirenents for
pr ot ect ed speci es.

W will absolutely contact the Arizona Gane and
Fish departnment or U S. Fish and Wldlife Service if
there's a species on site that we cone across during
construction or operations where we need further support
Wit h.

Additionally, we will be doing additional
surveys in areas that were previously unsurveyed as
necessary. So this includes the portions of 2B that were
the very bottom part of 2A and the portions of 2B that
out si de the scope of the reports that were conduct ed.

W will also be doing a native plant inventory
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and nesting bird surveys as required by the Mgratory
Bird Treaty Act.

Q So Ms. Cass, let ne -- let ne just ask you
again. So these mtigation neasures that you' ve outlined
that the conpany is committed to do. Wth those in place

do you believe that the Chi mey Canyon gen-tie project is
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conpati ble with, again, waterway resources, wldlife,
pl ant species, and any affected habitat?
A (Ms. Cass) Based on our evaluation, studies
t hat we have conpleted as well as our proposed
m ni m zati on neasures, we believe that devel opnent and
operation of the gen-tie line project is conpatible wth
bi ol ogi cal resources.
Q Ckay. And we've covered a lot of ground with
commttee nmenbers. |s there anything else, Ms. Cass,
t hat we've not covered on biol ogical resources that you
would l'i ke to cover at this point?
A (Ms. Cass) W' ve covered everything fromny
per specti ve.
MR. CROCKETT: Ckay.
MEMBER HI LL: Can | ask a couple follow up
questi ons?
CHWN STAFFCRD: Pl ease, Menber HIIl.
MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. So | talked a little
bit about ny concern about sone portions just being
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desktop review, because there just isn't good data to
i nform just what you m ght see.

So you' ve tal ked about doi ng additi onal
surveys in previously unsurveyed areas. Can you tell nme
about what those surveys | ook |ike? Can you characterize
t hose? What are you | ooking for?

M5. CASS: | think there'll be naybe four
different types of surveys. So areas that -- we wl|l
start off by confirm ng our biological desktop areas for
the entire route. |If there's areas that we find that
need sone additional eyes on the ground to reviewit,
we'll do that habitat reconnai ssance survey in those
areas.

W will also be doing -- there's a few
portions that did not have a full jurisdictional
del ineation, particularly along 2B and the very southern
portions of 2A and 2B. W w |l do an updated delineation
for those -- for those sections as well.

MEMBER HILL: To clarify, what do you nean
by delineation?

M5. CASS: For a jurisdictional delineation
report.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MS. CASS. Everything starts off with
desktop to see if there are any NW or WMHD features that
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are present. |If they are present or there's potenti al
for washes, then a surveyor goes out there who's
specifically trained in aquatic resources and wetl and
habitat and will determne if there are any potentially
jurisdictional features according to Cl ean Water Act
requi rements, and nark the edges. That's why the
delineation is there, the delineations of the Arny Corps
jurisdiction.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

M5. CASS: And then as required by Arizona
Departnent of agriculture, Native Plant Law, we will do a
native plant inventory of all out of our work areas as
well as the Nesting Bird Survey, | think that's |ike the
two weeks prior to construction, under Mgratory Bird
Treaty Act.

MEMBER HI LL: And then ny follow up
question to the surveys of previously kind of unsurveyed
areas is if you find sonething that we've di scussed,
Navaj o cactus, how do you treat that? Do these surveys
get shared wth Gane and Fish? What's the foll ow up?

Because you haven't actually been on the
ground in these portions of the property, so we've tal ked
about a lot of different things that could be out there.
How do you resol ve that?

M5. CASS: | will note for Peebles Navajo
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cactus in particular, there's only suitable habitat al ong
Route 1. There is no suitable habitat al ong routs 2A and
2B, so for that species, we have done quite a bit of
di i gence on that.

For ot her species or other things that
m ght come up, as -- we'll -- so one of the | ast surveys
that we'll do is going to be the two week prior to
construction NBTA. At that point in tinme we're not going

to be changing our design if there's a nesting bird

there, we will pause work in that area.
For the other surveys we will do that nuch
sooner in advance during the design, so that we'll be

able to put our pole placenent so that we are able to
avoi d these species and not have to go get a permt
that's going to be because we're going to be inpacting
t hese.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. And do you share this
data wth Gane and Fi sh?

M5. CASS: W have continued to be in
coordination wth Gane and Fish. They haven't requested
any additional information as described in our |ast --
our last coordination with them

However, they have been invol ved as part of
the Navaj o County process and that was one of the
I nstances that they were first brought on and i nformed
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about the project. So they will continue to be kept up
to date with how the project progresses.

MEMBER HILL: And | read the Gane and Fi sh
letter. | think that they are confortable based on the
anal ysis that you' ve already conpleted. | think the
question in ny mnd was what about the surveys that you
still need to do, sharing that wth them and havi ng any
further consultation. Wat's the decision point there
for you guys?

M5. CASS: We will conduct further
consul tation as requested by the departnent.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Thanks.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you had a
question?

MEMBER FONTES: | do, M. Chairman, for
you.

| can't renmenber when we haven't had a
bi ol ogi cal assessnent on a gen-tie of this length for a
CEC, and |I'm wonderi ng what your guidance is, given that
we're going to have an EPC contract awarded and we don't
have that information to informit for the nonitoring and
t he construction, so |I'mkind of feeling unconfortable
about that, but based on precedent that we've | ooked at
in other cases wth devel opers for your gui dance.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think we coul d address
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that with a condition to the certificate. | think Menber
Little may have some | anguage for us when the tine cones.

| think nowit's tinme for lunch. Wth that
l et's take our lunch recess and cone back at one o' cl ock.
We stand in recess.

(Recess from12:01 p.m to 1:03 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the

record.

M. Crockett.

MR, CROCKETT: Thank you, Chairnan
St af f or d.

We're ready to nove ahead now and tal k
about cultural resources. And to that we'll turn to

Dr. Huntl ey again
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q Dr. Huntley, would you pl ease provide sone
context for the cultural resources investigations that
are described in the application as Exhibit E?

A (Dr. Huntley) Yes.

Go ahead next sli de.

It's inportant to know that the regi on where the
project is |located contains a rich archaeol ogi cal and
hi storical record. People have lived in or traveled
t hrough the area for thousands of years | eaving behind
artifacts, structures, and petrogl yphs or rock art.
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Prehi storic use of the area included resource
gat hering food and nmaterials, habitation, farm ng and
other activities. Prehistoric cultures include ancient
Pal eoi ndi an and archai c groups as well as nore recent
ancestral Puebl o peopl e and nodern Native Anmerican
tribes: Hopi, Navajo, and ot hers.

Lat er cane European explorers, Hi spanic and
Angl o- Aneri can honest eaders and ranchers.

Q Dr. Huntley, would you please describe the
cul tural resource investigations that were conducted as
described in the application Exhibit E.

A (Dr. Huntley) First, Tetra Tech's
archaeol ogi sts conpleted Class | -- a dass | literature
search consisting of a review of previously identified
historic sites, structures, and archaeol ogi cal sites
within the gen-tie project and research area. And the
research area consists of the proposed gen-tie project
and a one-mle buffer radius around it.

Tetra Tech conpiled data fromthe AZSI TE
ar chaeol ogi cal database, Arizona State Miuseum records,
t he National Register of Historic Places, general |and
office plat maps, and the U. S. Geol ogi cal Survey
hi stori cal topographic naps.

Q As a result of your investigation, what are the
findi ngs of the desktop revi ew?
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A (Dr. Huntley) Tetra Tech's review identified 17
previous cultural resources surveys wthin the research
area. These are shown on green in these figures.

Two previous surveys intersect the gen-tie
project and neet nodern survey criteria, that is they
were conducted within the last 10 years.

And | can point these out if anybody would I|ike
to see them

CHWN STAFFORD: And these are the nmaps on
hearing Exhibit 7-A and B slides 61 for both of thenf

DR HUNTLEY: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

DR. HUNTLEY: Yep. Sorry about that.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  Just a quick question.
These were done within the | ast how many years agai n?

DR. HUNTLEY: Chairman and Menber Kryder,
these were done -- this is showng all surveys that were
done at any point in tinme. W had tw surveys that are
consi dered current, that is they were conducted within
10 years or |ess.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And were these as a
part of either the Chi mney Canyon gen-tie project or were
one or the other solar or wnd projects that were done?
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DR. HUNTLEY: Mbst of what you're seeing on
slide are previous investigations that were done for
ot her projects. However, the slides are show ng al so the
work that Tetra Tech did as part of a dass |11
pedestrian survey that 1'll be discussing in just a
m nut e.

MEMBER KRYDER: Okay. And if | could go
back one slide -- oh, | guess it's two -- back to
Slide 59, is there special significance to these three
pi ctures that you presented here?

And if so, would you tell us about them

DR. HUNTLEY: Sure. | picked these because
| thought they were nice photos. They're all things that
were found as part of surveys in the area, not
necessarily for the gen-tie survey. Because we have al so
done sone work for the solar facility.

But on the left, we have a very old
coupl e-t housand-year-old projectile point. And in the
m ddl e is Apache Butte, which is a petroglyph site. And
on the right is part of a ground shell bead.

MEMBER KRYDER A bead?

DR. HUNTLEY: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | couldn't figure
t hat out .
DR HUNTLEY: Yeah.
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MEMBER KRYDER: It | ooked to ne |like it was
a back of a .45-caliber pistol bullet.

And the one in the mddle | ooks to ne |ike
it's an advertisenent for Hormel pork. And the upper
| eft-hand corner |1ooks to nme very nuch like a pig.

DR HUNTLEY: Wwell.

MEMBER KRYDER: But it was not.

DR, HUNTLEY: Onh, | like that
interpretation, though. |It's an interesting one.
MEMBER KRYDER: | guess art is in the eye

of the behol der, soneone once sai d.

So thank you very nmuch for that. And |
| ook forward to your conti nued di scussi on.

DR HUNTLEY: | believe | finished this
slide. Just to rem nd everyone, this shows all of the
previ ous surveys that have been conducted. And just to
point out -- well, trying -- you can see these thin green
lines that follow the proposed corridors. Minly those
are the Cass IIl surveys by Tetra Tech that I'll talk
about in just a mnute.

Tetra Tech's review -- this is a dass |
literature review -- identified 71 previously docunented
archaeol ogical sites within the research area, 12 of
which are wwthin the gen-tie project. These are one
hi storic structure, four historic artifact scatters. One
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of these is technically called an artifact scatter, but
it's the Hashkni fe Range that cane up yesterday. Two
prehistoric artifact scatters with features. One lithic
scatter. This is a scatter of flaked stone tool debris
for making stone tools and four stone tool procurenent
Sites.
BY MR, CROCKETT:
Q Dr. Huntley, in addition to these findings, did
t he applicant comm ssion Tetra Tech to conduct a C ass
1l survey of the requested gen-tie project CEC corridor?
A (Dr. Huntley) Yes.
Q Woul d you pl ease describe the findings of that
Class Il survey.
A (Dr. Huntley) Certainly. Tetra Tech
ar chaeol ogi sts conducted a Class |1l pedestrian survey of
approxi mately 1500 acres of proposed gen-tie corridors as
they were originally configured.
Weat her was generally clear and breezy during
the survey and ground visibility was great, at | east
75 percent or nore throughout the survey area, which
| eads us to be confident that we've identified all
surface-vi si bl e resources.
We docunented 31 archaeol ogi cal sites, four of
whi ch were previously known, and 27 of which were new,
We al so docunented 16 isol ated occurrences.
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These are prehistoric or historic artifacts that occur
individually or as a snall group or could be a sinple
feature such as a stone cairn.

Note that we found no obvious features rel ated
to the historic Hashknife Range which we tal ked about
yesterday. However, it's possible that sone of the
historic artifacts in the area are related to use of the
range.

So just to summari ze what we found: Cultura
resources docunented by Tetra Tech attest to multiple
uses of the area. Prehistoric use. W have evi dence of
hunti ng, resource gathering, habitation, including
archai c period pithouses and an ancestral puebl o nasonry
room bl ocks. People were likely farmng in the area for
many hundreds of years. Historic use we have evi dence of
honest eadi ng, hunting, ranching, and oil and gas
expl orati on.

Q Dr. Huntley, did the applicant conplete a State
H storic Preservation Ofice consultation for cultural
resources?

A (Dr. Huntley) Yes. Tetra Tech submtted a
draft report in Septenber of 2025. Comments from SHPO
were recei ved on Cctober 31, 2025. SHPO comments are
currently being addressed and a revised report wll be
submtted to SHPO
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And a copy of our initial consultation is
provided in the project's CEC application.

Q Next woul d you pl ease discuss tribal outreach
t hat was conducted in connection with the gen-tie
proj ect .

A (Dr. Huntley) Yes. And we talked a little bit
about this yesterday. But, as previously discussed, the
applicant conducted tribal outreach as part of overall
public outreach. Both e-mail and physical nail
conmuni cati ons were used.

Letters were sent out on May 7, 2025, to the
foll ow ng groups: Wite Muntain Apache Tri be, Navajo
Nati on, Mescal ero Apache Tri be, Fort Myjave Indian Tri be,
Hopi Tri be, Pueblo Zuni, and Tonto Apache Tri be.

One response was received fromthe Wite
Mount ai n Apache Tribe tribal historic preservation
officer Mark Altaha on May 8, 2025. He advised the
applicant that the project wll have no adverse effect to
the tribe's cultural resources and/or traditional
cul tural properties.

Postcards inviting stakehol ders including tribes
to public neetings were sent on May 8 and July 30, 2025.

And we previously showed exanpl es of these.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
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MEMBER KRYDER: Agai n, novi ng back one

slide, | guess I'mslow on the uptake today, but it's to
Slide 65. It noted there that SHPO comments are being
addr essed.

Are you going to touch on what the coments
are and how they are bei ng addressed?

M. CASS: M. Chairman, Menber Kryder -- |
al nost called you representative. W can do that. 1[|'d
like to consult with nmy coll eagues first.

MEMBER KRYDER: Nice and slow for ne. |
still am al ways one slide behind it seens.

DR. HUNTLEY: Chairman, Menber Kryder, we
have included the letters -- the letter from SHPO itself
i n our updated scoping report. | forgot the nunber, but

CC- Exhi bit 15.

MR CROCKETT: Yes. I'll just interject.
It's -- we refer to that as the public outreach summary
or the scoping report was previously referred to. It is

Exhi bit CC-15.

M5. CASS: W have SHPO s full comments in
that we al so prepared a matri x.

MEMBER KRYDER  And are you going to go
over themw th us?

| don't have it in front of ne.

Ckay. You always seemto talk so fast you
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seem | i ke a used-car sal esman quite frankly.

MS. CASS: OCh, I'll try to sl ow down.

The matrix is provided in the updated CC- 15
with our response to each of the comments. W did not
include in our presentation here that matri x and goi ng
t hrough them one by one; however, we can do that if you
woul d 11 ke.

MEMBER KRYDER: | always |ike to hear what
SHPO has to say. And certainly when it says they're
bei ng addressed, | |ike to know what the address is so |
know where to send the UPS package.

M5. CASS: And | can hand back off to
Dr. Huntley to maybe give an overview of the type of
coments that were received at a high |evel.

MR CROCKETT: And thank you, M. Cass.

And while Ms. Huntl ey does that, naybe we
can get CC-15 up on the screen.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what page is -- it's

170 pages, so which page is the relevant one for the

SHPQO?
MR CROCKETT: Wwell, that's a good
question, M. Chairman. | will ask one of ny w tnesses.
M5. SHAMEY: It is appendix H of the
report.
CHWN STAFFORD: What page of the PDF is
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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t hat ?

MS. CASS: OCh, one nonent, please.

CHWN STAFFORD: It looks like it starts on
138 of the PDF in front of you.

MS. CASS. Thank you, Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: | just started scrolling
t hrough until 1 saw SHPO.

DR. HUNTLEY: Al right. Are we all ready
for nme to begin sunmari zi ng?
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q Pl ease -- pl ease go ahead, Dr. Huntl ey.

CHWN STAFFORD: Are you there, Menber
Kryder ?

MEMBER KRYDER: 1'll try to catch up.

MR CROCKETT: Well, let's make sure we get
there first.

MEMBER KRYDER: \Where on ny i Pad am | going
to find this bad girl?

MR, CROCKETT: Menber Kryder, it's
Exhibit CC-15, and it's toward the back of that exhibit.

CHWN STAFFORD: Starting on page 138 of

170.
MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.
MEMBER HILL: [|'d |like to add to Menber
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Kryder's request to go through this matrix and identify
t hose things that SHPO requested or nade a conmment on.
|'"d also like the applicant to identify anything in --
t hat SHPO nmade a comment on that they are not -- I'm
getting back to the Gane and Fish letter. There were
several things in the Gane and Fish letter that the
applicant didn't address because they thought it was I
t hi nk addressed in other places, but | wanted to nake
sure it was addressed here.

If there are things in the SHPO | etter or
comments from SHPO that are not addressed in this matrix
t hat we address those as wel|.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, did you have a

question?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

No, | just wanted to nention these are
confidential -- are these confidential?

MR, CROCKETT: No.

MEMBER FANT: Oh, okay.

MR CROCKETT: Those are all --

MEMBER FANT: M nor ?

MR CROCKETT: -- public docunents.

MEMBER FANT: Okay. All right.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's the | ocations of the
actual historic sites that are going to be confidenti al
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I's ny under st andi ng.

Right, M. Crockett?

MR, CROCKETT: | believe that's right,
Chairman Stafford, but Ms. -- Dr. Huntley can address
t hat question as well.

DR HUNTLEY: You're all correct. W are
careful not to provide you any specific | ocations of
cul tural resources, historic or archaeol ogical sites, nor
any very specific details that m ght all ow soneone to go
out there and figure out where the sites are.

MEMBER KRYDER  And thanks to Grace's help
| ' mon the proper page.

MS. CASS. Before Dr. Huntley gets started,
|'mjust going to note that page 138 of this PDF is the
exact table and -- the exact letter that we got from
SHPO. Page 140 takes that table and basically fills in
the last colum w th our response.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. That's hel pful.

DR HUNTLEY: Shall | begin?

First, 1'"d like to address Menber HIIl's
question first, actually, and just to confirmthat we are
addressing all of the comments, and you'll see in this
matrix that there is a response --

MEMBER HI LL:  Super.

DR HUNTLEY: -- from each conment.
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And |''m happy to go through one by one. W
can certainly do that. 1'd first like to summari ze the
comrent s.

So we received 25 comments, which frankly
is not as nany as we sonetines get on reports. So it's a
very -- it is very, very commbn to have comments back
from SHPO expecting us to address those.

Many of the coments are tech editing or
typographical in nature or request updates to nmaps.

Sone of them are requesting nore
i nformation about particular sites. They are requesting
nore data for us to better justify our interpretations of
what sone of the sites are and how we're determ ni ng
whet her or not they are significant for listing in the
national register or the Arizona state register.

So that's the general range of comrents
t hat we have.

Il wll -- I'"mhappy to scroll through each
of these and -- if you'd all like for me to do that.

MEMBER KRYDER  Scan them for ne at |east.
The words that troubled me was we're | ooking at them
basically. And so it's difficult for me at | east and
per haps others on the commttee to know what that neans.
Looking at is interesting, but it don't pick no cotton.
Ckay?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, you had a
questi on.

MEMBER FANT: Yes, for the Doctor.

Does it nmake a difference for being listed
in aregistry if it's on private property versus public
or federal | ands?

DR HUNTLEY: It does not.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay.

MR, CROCKETT: And | guess if | could just
interject. Dr. Huntley, perhaps we could focus just on
ones where there's sone additional work.

For exanple, the first one, cover page, add
the day to the report date. That's -- | nean, that's a
pretty mnisterial thing. But as you | ook through these,
if there's things where there's additional work that
needs to be done or if there's any area of di sagreenent
bet ween the applicant and SHPO 1'd ask you to nmaybe
hi ghl'i ght those things.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes, that would be very
hel pful wthout -- | don't have tine to read and di gest
t hese. Thanks, Jeff.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'mgoing to guess that in
comment 3, the APE, is that area of potential effect, not
tal ki ng about a gorilla?

DR HUNTLEY: That is correct, Chairnman
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Area of potential effect.

MEMBER HI LL: Can | ask one other
clarifying question, please?

Sone of this is related to gen-ties. |Is
sone of this also related to the nonjurisdictional solar
field?

DR HUNTLEY: No, this -- all of these
coments pertain to --

MEMBER HI LL: Just to the gen-tie.

DR HUNTLEY: -- the gen-tie report.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: One at a tine. One at
time.

MEMBER HI LL: Strike two.

DR HUNTLEY: Oay. So | think -- let's
see what page we're on here.

MEMBER KRYDER  Dr. Huntl ey, comment 25
caught ny eye just as | scrolled through.

Wiy is ASLD being consulted if the report
states this is limted to privately owned | and?

| recall that little section of Arizona
| and as wel | .

So that was, what, just a typo essentially?

DR. HUNTLEY: | believe so. But if you'l
give ne just a mnute, I'mgoing to go | ook at ny naps
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for our surveyor.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay. Thanks.

DR HUNTLEY: Wuld it be easy to go back
to the sunmary of our survey of areas?

| beg your pardon. | didn't nmean to speak
off mc. 1'd asked if it was possible to go back and
show the map of the previous survey cover age.

MS. SHAMEY: Is it 60 perhaps?

DR HUNTLEY: Let ne see if can tell. |
believe that's 61.

M5. SHAMEY: That's correct.

DR. HUNTLEY: Thank you. That's hel pful.

So if you'll renenber, | said that we
conducted the Class IIl survey for the gen-tie corridors
as previously defined, and we talked a little bit about
this yesterday how -- how -- apologies -- -- how down in
this area there's been a change. This green line is what
we surveyed.

And so for this report that the SHPO
reviewed for the gen-tie, there was no | and adm ni stered
by the Arizona State Land Departnent, and so, yes, that
was a typo in our report.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. That's all that
| had, Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And I'm |l ooking
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at the map. And this is slide -- which one is it again?

DR HUNTLEY: 61. And this is in B in the
Power Poi nt .

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. And so the big green
line, those | ook like the existing transm ssion |ines.
Those have al ready been surveyed; correct?

DR HUNTLEY: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

DR HUNTLEY: Thank you.

If we could go ahead to -- sorry, you're
having to work hard here. |If you could please go ahead
to the comment matrix again. Perfect. GOkay. | see it

on the left now.

For exanple, coment 7, they just -- they
wanted -- they asked us to refine the cultural
affiliations to the associated culture, and they gave
exanpl es, Pal eoi ndi an, archaic, ancestral Puebl o,
et cetera. And in the report | think in the report we
were a little nore general. W identified certain things
as Native Anerican or prehistoric, and they sinply wanted
us to narrow that down if possible to a particul ar group,
so that just requires a little bit of additional research
of what's found at the site.

Let's see -- and they did -- that coment
did show up tw ce.
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Also, let's see, it looks |ike comment 14.
This is one exanple where they | ooked at what we
recorded, and it is the SHPO s opinion that we need to
provide nore justification as to our recommendation as to
the site's ineligibility for listing in the national
regi ster of historic places.

And just for a little context, this is
sonething fairly common where there's sone back-and-forth
di scussi on between the consultant and the agency in terns
of how the site should be nanaged. It's a nmanagenent
recommendation, and that goes along with the eligibility
reconmendati on.

Are there any other comments that anyone
sees that they'd like for me to specifically address?

MEMBER KRYDER: None for ne. Thank you
very nmuch. You've done a fine job.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q And, Dr. Huntley, | just ask you to clarify, are
there any itens on this matrix that are still needing to
be addressed or have these all been addressed?

A (Dr. Huntley) W are currently in the process
of addressing them W have not submtted the revised
draft report to SHPO

Q Do you have an estimate on when you nay submt
the revised report to SHPO?
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A (Dr. Huntley) | would need to consult with the
applicant first just to nmake sure we're on the sane tine
line for that.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: So is your conclusion that of
the artifacts -- | don't have all the words for this --
of all of the things that you found or places that you
identified, none of themare eligible for anything, any
protection or any managenent or any, you know -- yeah.

DR HUNTLEY: Menber Hill, no, that's
I ncorrect.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

DR. HUNTLEY: W actually have quite a few
sites that we have recomended as eligible for listing in
the state or national register.

MEMBER HI LL: So there's a couple in here
that you identified ineligible that SHPO wants nore
information on, and that's what you're working on now
wi th then®

DR HUNTLEY: That's correct.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. |I'monly seeing the
i neligible ones here, not seeing the broader picture.
Ckay. That's hel pful. Thanks.

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is that because SHPO did
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not di spute the ones you said were eligible?

DR HUNTLEY: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. So |
assune that whichever one's eligible or not eligible,
you'l | adjust your transmssion line within the corridor
to avoid those eligible sites?

DR HUNTLEY: Yes, sir. And, in fact,
we're going to talk a little bit nore about that in a
m nute. Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chair man.

CHWN STAFFCRD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Maybe in that wth that,
Doctor, were all the artifacts found on the surface? The
artifacts that were found, were they surface artifacts?
They were you could wal k up and see thenf

DR HUNTLEY: Yes, sir. Sorry, | didn't
foll ow the question. Yeah, that's correct. Al we are
able to use during a pedestrian survey is what we see
vi sible on the surface.

MEMBER COVMBTOCK: So as we go to
construction and start drilling pole holes or and
potentially undergroundi ng, how are the construction
crews trained to recognize artifacts that may have to be
addr essed?
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And | don't know if that's in this section
or later on, but | think that needs to be addressed.
Since there's such a high profile here, that m ght a good
subject to tal k about.

MS. CASS: Chai rman, Menber Constock, |'I1
address that question.

The -- as the projects prepare for
construction, we have an environnental team here at
Clearway. My role is specifically for the permtting and
devel opnent of projects. W also have people at C earway
whose role is environnental during construction and
operati ons of the project.

| review the project with this team and
provide themall of this information including these
studi es and the requirenents such as to avoid these
resour ces.

The information about the cultural sites
that are given to them and actually as part of that sane
wor ker environnmental awareness training for biol ogical
resources, it also includes cultural resources.

And there is a requirenent in there that if
anything is found, the construction crew will stop work
and reach out to the environnental contact for the
project to determ ne whether that is actually a resource
or not.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: So specifically, if |
may, when they're drilling the hole and they pull the
overburden out, do they sift that overburden for cultural
artifacts or observe it in sonme stance or is there
sonebody out there at the site that actually observes
t hat ?

How does that function wthin the
constructi on process?

M5. CASS: This is -- this is actually a
very simlar process that we're going to do for
bi ol ogi cal resources. But as we're doing this handoff
fromthe devel opnent teamto the construction team we'l|
be assessing -- we'll start by | ooking at the
requi rements for this project if there's any cul tural
resource requirenents and how t hose are bei ng nanaged.

W will then determine if there's a high
enough |l evel of risk that we will proactively decide if
we want to do additional nonitoring beyond what the
requi rements are.

| just for this project, in particular, in
t he solar areas of the portion, we know that we're going
to be siting things to avoid resources. W're going to
be doing the sane thing with the gen-tie line to avoid
resources. And have an archaeol ogist on call to be able
to support the project during the construction phase.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

One | ast question. Wat's the typical
depth of a borehole for a pole?

M5. CASS: | will hand off to M. Al ngui st
to see if he knows that information on design.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, Commttee
Menber, | believe 30 feet is the -- a typical depth for a
borehole. But let ne confirmthat with you and cone back
to you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So if | may -- | nean, |
don't know if this is a geologist's opinion or maybe the
doctor can answer it. Every foot you go down in that
bor ehol e, how many years did that represent
archaeol ogically? Wuld it be 100 years, a thousand
years? 30 feet seens to be a | ong way down to -- you
m ght not -- you mght find sonething.

DR HUNTLEY: That's a great question. And
| wsh that it were that sinple, because it woul d make ny
job a lot easier if it that was predictable.

Unfortunately, there's no hard and fast
answer to your question. It depends a lot on the |ocal
geol ogy, how nmuch erosion there's been, what kind of a
site we're tal king about. You know, whether it had a
structure aboveground or not.

So it's -- you sort of need to know the
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area you're working in. You can devel op sone
expectations, but there's definitely no hard and fast
rul e.

CHWN STAFFORD: | guess at sone point the
deeper you get the | ess chance of finding anything is.
And | guess the depth of the footing you have to dig for
the pole is going to depend on the hei ght of the pole,
isn't it?

M5. CASS: Yes, that's correct. |[|'m not
the cultural |lead here, but I will note that at a certain
poi nt you start to get away froma chance of finding
cul tural resources, and you actually nmove into
pal eont ol ogi cal resources at a certain depth. And that's
a different field of study than archaeol ogy.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just looking at all of this
and recounting a story that a nmenber of actually a team
who puts in these poles recounted to ne, he asked about
ny menbership here on this commttee, and | tried to
explain it, and he shook his head knowngly. And | said,
Well, when you're boring a hole or you're digging a
trench or whatever, and you cone across exactly at Menber
Const ock' s question, you cone across sonething, what do
you do? Because if you find that beautiful point that
you showed us at the begi nning of your presentation,
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Dr. Huntl ey.

He said, well -- he said, | mght say to
the worker pick it up and put it in your pocket. | don't
want to shut the project down.

So ny question evolves to with all of the
good training, what's the enforcenent?

M5. CASS: W have the construction,
envi ronnental conpliance |lead will be the one responsible
for enforcenent of all of the environnental requirenents
for this project. W wll be preparing an unanti ci pat ed
di scovery plan for cultural resources which outlines the
pr ocedur es.

And the -- probably the, you know, nobst
I nportant and hi ghest sensitivity aspect of that is
regarding the requirenents if there's any human renains
that are found. You know, hopefully that never happens
on any of our projects, but that one has sone very strict
requi rements on the procedures in the case that it does.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, it's |ike nmaking
antigun laws in Australia right now Geat to have a
| aw. Enforcenent's the issue.

Wul d you agree to that?

MS. CASS: Yes.

DR. HUNTLEY: If | mght just add, when it
comes to hunman renmains, the enforcenment is actually
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pretty clear in Arizona. There are very strong statutes
that -- and foll ow up.

CHWN STAFFORD: And we cite themin every
certificate.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, | understand what's
witten on the paper. | also understand how difficult
that is to put in practice. And | comend you for your
work on it. That's the reason we're spending sone tine
on the SHPO. | enjoy reading these and understandi ng the
struggle that the applicant has here in trying to nake
t he whol e piece work. W've got a project to finish, but
we' ve al so got sone other stuff to do to get that to
happen.

Thank you very nmuch for your input. And if
| made too nmuch levity about it, | certainly didn't nean
to denean the job you're doing. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you, M. Chair.

I n response to Menber Constock's questions
you identified that you' d have an archaeol ogi st on call.
Can you -- can you characterize this.

This is areally renote | ocation. Wat
does "on call" nmean? And how do you engage thenf

Is this an on-site thing, renote thing?
VWal k nme through that.
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MS. CASS:. W have not contracted a conpany
to provide this service for us yet at this tine. W wll
be reaching out to a consultant that has the appropriate
know edge. | don't want to conmt to a single conpany,
but I think you nay be able to assune by who is present
here at this table. And we -- we have not yet had al
t he di scussions about the |ocation of the support staff.

At a bare mninum on-call includes being
accessi ble via a phone call to have a di scussion, and we
often will make sure that there is soneone | ocated nearby
who could cone to the site.

The reason that this is inportant for us as
t he devel oper is because if we're stopping work on a
project, we need to nake sure we have sonmeone cone to the
site quickly so that the construction teamisn't waiting
around for an answer.

MEMBER HI LL: That nakes sense. [|'m
curious if you can in your construction schedul e
potentially even identify areas that m ght be riskier
t han ot hers and have soneone avail abl e duri ng
constructi on.

| s that sonething you ever actually enploy?

M5. CASS: W are absolutely taking that
into consideration. And as part of the studi es that
Tetra Tech has conpleted, we do -- it's confidenti al
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information to the -- that's not being publicly shared,
but we do have the site |ocations, and we wll be
avoi di ng t hose.

Wiere -- there are situations where we nay
have to be driving -- you know, driving around it or near
it or some of those things. W w || be establishing
environnentally sensitive areas that will be flagged or
fenced off due -- so that there's a visual indicator on
t he ground so that the construction crews know not to go
in that area.

MEMBER HI LL: That's super hel pful. Thank
you.

BY MR CROCKETT:
Q Ckay. So, Dr. Huntley, was there anything el se

on this exhibit that you wanted to cover before we noved

on?
A (Dr. Huntley) No, not necessarily. Unless

ot her peopl e have questions, |'m happy to address those.
Q Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Just quickly, to kind of
sumit up for nme here, unless you' ve got that comng in
t he next few slides.

DR HUNTLEY: Are you referring
specifically to the SHPO comrents or sunm ng up the
cul tural resources?
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CHWN STAFFORD: The cultural resources.
MR, CROCKETT: | think that m ght be ny
next question. Ckay.
BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q So, Ms. Huntl ey, have you forned an opinion and
concl usion regarding the project's conpatibility wth
cul tural resources?

A (Dr. Huntley) The project design has taken
cultural resources into consideration and has al ready
revi sed the proposed corridors to mnimze inpacts. Wth
avoi dance of no insignificant cultural resources based on
our eval uati on, devel opnent and operation of the gen-tie
project will be conpatible with cultural resources.

To ensure conpliance with avoi dance of
resources, the applicant commts to conplete -- to
conpl eti ng updated surveys of the final route for
previ ously unsurveyed areas prior to construction.
Therefore, the gen-tie line project is conpatible wth
cul tural resources.

Q And, Dr. Huntley, this is probably becom ng
clear to the commttee nenbers today, but the cultural
resources that you've described as well as the biol ogical
resources we've tal ked about and then we'll tal k about
sone geologic issues with M. Neely when it cones up.

But are all of these reasons why the corridors
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that are being proposed here are as wde as they are in
certain areas?
A (Dr. Huntley) | believe that Ms. Deandra is
goi ng to address that next.
Q That woul d be just great.
Thanks, Ms. Cass.
A (Ms. Cass) Yes, that is correct.

We are taking cultural resources very -- we
understand that's very significant for the project. That
is why -- that is why we've provided Dr. Huntley to join
us today and why we have adjusted our corridors to
account for these resources.

Just to provide a bit of an exanple, one of --
there was a few areas along the survey area where the
cultural site was the entirety of the corridor. It went
conpl etely north and south of that corridor, and the
length of it was a size that was greater than we coul d
span. And as a result of that, we decided to expand our
proposed CEC corridor so that we woul d have the
maneuverability to be able to -- to successfully be able
to avoid these sites.

Cbvi ously that neans that there are additional
areas beyond -- that are in our corridor that we have not
surveyed on, but the intent is we will be surveying these
SO we can continue to avoid these resources.
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| wll also note to just one area that you may
have noticed on one of the maps where on Routes 2A, the
survey area for cultural resources was quite a bit
further west than what we are currently proposing. This
was an area that had a nuch higher density of cultura
sites. Because it is -- well, we theorize it's because
it's closer to a pernanent source of water.

So as a result of this finding, this was an area
where we shifted the alignnment of Route 2A to an area
that has a lower cultural sensitivity based off of Tetra
Tech's knowl edge of this area.

And that was within the Cass | literature
search that was perforned.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So I'mjust going to
wap it up here. | think -- | think you nmay have al ready
covered this.

So I'm | ooking at the map on hearing
Exhibit 7B, Slide 61, the light green is the stuff that's
all been previously surveyed; correct?

DR HUNTLEY: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And so sone of
that's going to be -- | guess the ones that are inside
t he proposed corridors for this project are the surveys
that you have conpleted thus far?

DR HUNTLEY: That's correct, sir.
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CHWN STAFFORD:
gen-tie Route 1.

Soin --
the entire corridor.
ri ght-of-way |I'm assum ng;

DR. HUNTLEY:

CHWN STAFFORD:.
gen-tie Route 1,
di scover?

DR. HUNTLEY: |
report to provide those exact

CHWN STAFFORD:.
questi on would be how many of

as eligible?

DR. HUNTLEY: |
t hat .

CHWN STAFFORD:

DR, HUNTLEY: I
report, which |I'm happy to do

CHWN STAFFORD:.
then | had the sane questions

VOLUME |

You just surveyed the nost

how many sites --

12/16/2025 265

Ckay. And let's | ook at

and you obvi ously haven't surveyed

i kely

correct?

That's correct.

Now, for exanple, in

new sites did you

woul d have to go | ook at ny
details, sir.

Ckay. Then | guess ny next

t hose has SHPO r ecommended

have t he sane answer to

Ckay.

Il need to go consult the
if that's --

That woul d be great. And

for Route 2A and 2B just to

ki nd of get an idea of what we're working wth.

And so the standard condition's going to be

to do a d ass ||

all the routes.
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anyway. That's your plan to do that.

| guess then -- and so under that condition
it says that, you know, that if you can't avoid it,
you'll do the proper recording in consultation with SHPO
| think their preference, of course, is to avoid if at
all possible and only do it -- go that route if it's
unavoi dable like if you're in a spot where you can't span
it, where you can't avoid it, you're going to have to put
a pole in there sonmewhere.

And so | want you to kind of confirmfor ne
that you're -- the first line of dealing with it wll
al ways be to avoid.

MS. CASS: That's correct. Just to provide
alittle nore color, during a -- early on in the process
for us to prepare this application we were originally
i ntending to request a 500-foot-wi de corridor for this
project. And that is what was surveyed, a 500-foot-w de
corridor. And that was where we found that situation
where there was a site that was w der than 500 feet and
| onger than 1,000 feet. And that is why we expanded the
corridor to 2,000 feet to give us that nmaneuverability so
t hat we can avoi d.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then the
| andowner has no objections to these Cass Ill surveys of
the property either, does it?
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M5. CASS: No.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So they've agreed as
part of the right-of-way for the transmssion lines to
have cultural -- dass IlIl cultural resources surveys
done?

MS. CASS: Correct. And they have al ready

provi ded that authorization wth the surveys that we have

conpl et ed.

CHWN STAFFORD: Excel |l ent.

So |l guess I'll wait for the foll owup. W
can get -- | guess we can circle back to that |ater

But this is going to wap up your cultural
resources section; right, M. Crockett?

MR CROCKETT: Yes, that's correct,
Chai rman St af f or d.

MEMBER DRAGO. Can | have a question?

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. |'ve got a question
from Menber Drago and then Menber Constock

MEMBER DRAGO. Thanks, M. Chairnman

Foll ow ng on to what Chairnan tal ked about,
if you can go to CC -- what is this, 77

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah.

MEMBER DRAGO. Power Point A, Slides 62
and 63.

From ny under standi ng the --
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CHWN STAFFORD: That's B. You're | ooking
at B.

MEMBER DRAGO s it B? Yes. Dd I
have A?

CHWN STAFFORD: Wait. Oh, it is A Ckay.
You're right.

MEMBER DRAGO. Yeah, so conparing the two
slides, the map that Chairman showed.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's 61. A-61.

MEMBER DRAGO s the map?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah.

MEMBER DRAGO. Right. It says these are
t he surveyed areas, right?

But the green bl ocks, are those that you
had done a desktop to see that they had al ready been
done? And therefore no other work was done by you with
respect to that in a Cass I117?

Am | correct?

DR. HUNTLEY: Let nme clarify that, please.

MEMBER DRAGO.  Yes.

DR HUNTLEY: It depended on whet her or not
it was a current survey.

MEMBER DRAGO.  Ckay.

DR. HUNTLEY: And so | could point out
specifically -- so I'"'msorry about that. So these bl ocks
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actually were current surveys. This block here was a
current survey. Actually, the transm ssion |lines, these
are a little out of date.

MEMBER DRAGO. So then, with that said,
when you go to the Slide 63, it says, "Docunmented 31
archaeol ogi cal sites. Four were previously known and 27
new. "

So that was in the corridor of the
transm ssion |ine?

DR HUNTLEY: Those 27 new sites were in --
along the gen-tie -- either one -- one or the other of
the gen-tie routes that we surveyed.

MEMBER DRAGO. Ckay. And how woul d have
you -- would they have been previ ously known?

That woul d have neant that they were
surveyed; right?

DR HUNTLEY: Correct. For those four
previously known sites, that's correct. They are in the
AZSI TE dat abase -- the online database or avail abl e at
the Arizona State Miuseum archaeol ogi cal records office.

MEMBER DRAGO. Al right. Very good.
Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairnman, if you
woul d graciously clear something up for ne. Wen we vote
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on this, we're going to vote on gen-tie 1 and then either
gen-tie 2A or 2B; is that correct?

CHWN STAFFCORD: That is ny understandi ng of
what the applicant has requested.

Now, it's -- it's gen-tie 1 for certain
because they have an interconnection agreenent, |
believe, for the first phase of the solar storage
pr oj ect .

The issue's going to be whether they'l|
do -- and they'll know by the tine it's -- before they
build 2A or 2B, they may just construct gen-tie Route 1
as a double-circuit and not construct either 2A or 2B,
but at | east the gen-tie Route 1 will be constructed as a
single circuit.

Ils that correct, M. Crockett?

MR CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, what
we're asking the conmttee to approve is the corridor
that we've requested for Route 1 as well as both
corridors for Route 2A and 2B, recogni zing that only one
gen-tie will be built on Route 1 -- there'll be a gen-tie
for certain on Route 1. There will be a gen-tie possibly
on either Route 2A or 2B but not both.

And if we can get all of the power into the
Chol l a Substation through Route 1 then neither 2A or 2B
woul d be constructed.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. And ny point
of concern was if you do -- you go to -- we approve the
CEC and you go to construct 2A but because of cultural
findi ngs you had to nove to 2B, would you have to cone
back to us or we're going to vote so that they can nove
that as they need?

CHWN STAFFORD: | believe the CEC s drafted
to avoid that. It would allow themto do just what
M. Crockett descri bed.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. | appreciate
the clarification.

MR CROCKETT: Yeah. And, Chairnman
Stafford, Menber Constock, if | could just add one ot her
t hi ng.

The | anguage in the CECs states that these
corridors are not exclusive. And so they can overlap
with even anot her applicant for a CEC. And so you're not
| ocking up, so to speak, this area for Chi mey Canyon
You' re sinply authorizing themto build in Route 1 or
Route 2A or 2B, and so we would not need to cone back to
the comm ttee.

The only tinme we would need to cone back to
the commttee is if for reason we needed a Route 2C
because neither 2A or B was going to work. Then
potentially we'd have to cone back to the commttee to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 272

| ook at that.

But hopefully at the end of the process
we'll have a CEC that would authorize all three of those
routes as possibilities.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Crockett, thank you
for clarifying that. You were reading ny mnd because |
was concerned with the activity that's up there. And if
we tie up mles of right-of-way to be able to build up
there, that could be a conflict in the future. So thank
you for that clarification.

MR CROCKETT: And, Chairman Stafford,
Menber Constock, it's always on the applicants to work
w th one another to work out sone of these things. And
we heard testinony yesterday this is a sonewhat uni que
situation because of the involvenent of Aztec Land and
Cattle. They're sort of acting as the quarterback here
to make sure that everyone that wants to build in this
area has the ability to get to a substation.

So that -- we don't anticipate having to
cone back to the commttee. W think that what we've
requested provides sufficient flexibility to be able to
build phase 1. And if Chimey Canyon is the successful
bi dder on phase 2, that they woul d have options to nmake
that a reality.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
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CHWN STAFFORD: And it's possible -- is it
possi bl e that that phase 2 would have nultiple
opportunities to bid into different RFPs?

MR, CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, ']
defer that to M. Al nguist for an answer.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, phase 2
we'll bid into the APS upcoming RFP as well as SRP. And
the case -- | guess best-case outcone for the project
woul d be an award t hrough SRP because we al ready have
deliverability strategically into Cholla through that
met hod, but it would bid into both.

And the Sitgreaves substati on which we
referred to Route 2A, 2B, that's an APS-only substation.
There woul dn't be deliverability to SRP there.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. But |'mjust going
to tal k through sone hypotheticals so, for exanple,
phase 2 is not accessible for either APS or SRP. In
anot her year, would anot her RFP come out you could
concei vably bid into?

MR ALMQUI ST: That's correct. Yes, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And so -- and the
CEC s good for 10 years. You've got a mnute to get that
second phase into sonebody's mx then; right?

MR, ALMQUI ST: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.
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MR CROCKETT: That's correct, Chairmnan.

And they're renewabl e.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Exactly.

MR CROCKETT: GCkay. W're ready to nove
forward on and tal k about visual resources here.

So Ms. Shaney is going to wal k us through
t hat .
BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Ms. Shaney, would you pl ease describe Tetra
Tech's approach regarding visual resources as detailed in
application Exhibit A-- I'msorry, Exhibit E.

A (Ms. Shanmey) Yes. Tetra Tech conpleted a
vi sual i npact assessnent that described the visual study
area, which is the land within a five-m |l e-w de buffer
surroundi ng the gen-tie corridors.

The study area was assessed for its existing
visual character and the primary types of viewers |ikely
to be present within it.

The assessnent identified the | evel of visual
nodi fication in the | andscape that would result fromthe
construction and operation of the gen-tie |line project.

The existing visual character of the study area
is defined by generally broad and nostly flat |andforns
wth nore gently rolling terrain and sone topographic
variety in the southern portion. Vegetation is sparse
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and consists of semarid desert shrubs and grassl ands.
This allows for visibility of distant hills and | ow
nountai ns to the north.

Al so characterizing the visual study area is a
variety of human devel opnent. Joseph Gty and the I|-40
and BNSF railway corridors characterize the northern
boundary of the study area and existing electrical
i nfrastructure, including high-voltage transm ssion
| i nes, substations, and a wind energy facility are
present in views throughout the southern study area.

The APS Chol |l a power plant and substation is a
prom nent | andscape feature in this part of Arizona. |Its
vi sual presence ranges from appearing noticeable to being
the dom nant elenent in views for nost of the study area.
The gen-tie line project would be visible froma range of
vi ew ng di stances between under one nile and over
eight m|les depending on the gen-tie route and the
general |ocation of the viewer.

There are three primary viewer groups in the
study area: travelers, local comuters, and residents.
Travel ers are viewers who would enter the project area by
driving either eastbound or westbound along |I-40. The
segnent of 1-40 that passes by the APS Cholla Substation
is less than one mle fromthe Route 1 corridor.

The proposed solar collector substation,
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starting | ocation of Route 2A and 2B, would be over four
mles froml-40. That would al so be the sanme starting
| ocation for Route 1

Local comruters are viewers fromlocal roads in
t he area such as hed Road, Territorial Road, and MLaws
Road. The Route 1 corridor crosses (bed Road.

Territorial Road and McLaws Road pass by the
sol ar collector substation and intersect with the initial
portions of all three route corridors.

The majority of residential viewers are in
Joseph City approxinately one mle north of gen-tie Route
1 and over five mles fromthe beginning segnents of all
t hree routes.

There's also a small concentration of residences
south of Joseph City over four mles fromRoute 1 and
around seven niles from Routes 2A and 2B.

A final fourth viewer group, tourists and
recreationalists, are viewers assuned to be engaged in
recreation activities such as hiking, all-terrain vehicle
use, and horseback riding as exanpl es.

However, due to the |large anounts of private
| and surroundi ng any nearby ASLD parcels, there's no
public access to these areas for recreation.

Q Ms. Shaney, did Tetra Tech create visual
sinmul ati ons depicting the gen-tie project?
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A (Ms. Shanmey) Yes. To illustrate the gen-tie
line project's visual characteristics visual simulations
were conpl eted from four key observation points or KOPs
w thin the study area.

Q How did Tetra Tech determ ne the | ocation of the
four KOPs?

A (Ms. Shaney) The | ocations of the viewpoints or
KOPs for the visual sinulations were chosen to represent
the sensitive viewers at publicly accessible |ocations
either closest to the gen-tie line project or at a
| ocati on where there was the potential for the greatest
vi sual inpact resulting fromthe project.

Six visual sinulations were created and are
shown on the foll ow ng slides.
First let ne wal k you through the four KOPs.
KOP 1 is |located at the old fort historical
mar ker adj acent to Main Street in Joseph Gty.
CHWN STAFFORD: |'m | ooking at the map on
your Exhibit 7A or B Slide 70; correct?
MS. SHAMEY: Correct.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And that's also the
sane as one that's on the placemat, isn't it?
MS. SHAMEY: Yes. The placemat al so has
all four KOPs and four exanple visual simulations on the
back.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. SHAMEY: So, again, KOP 1 is |ocated at
the old fort historical marker adjacent to Main Street in
Joseph City. Miin Street runs parallel to Interstate 40
and Route 66, and these views are representative of
| ocals, travelers, and tourists. It can be seen here
north of Route 1.

KOP 2 is |ocated al ong McLaws Road and
approximately .9 mle west of Rock Art Ranch Road.

McLaws Road is the main | ocal east-west route in the
project |ocated approxinmately four mles south of
Interstate 40 and Route 66. It is also representative of
|l ocals and travelers. It can be seen here in

approxi mately the mddle of the solar area of the

proj ect .

Next we have KOP 3, which is | ocated al ong
Territorial Road near small dirt road intersection
approxi mately three-quarters of a mle east of Rock Art
Ranch Road and is representative of |ocals and travelers
along a mninally used |local road. It can be seen here
at the start of all three route corridors. This KOP was
chosen as it will be a publicly accessible location with
the greatest potential visual inpact in the project area.

Lastly, we have KOP 4 | ocated near the
poi nt of interest called The Cracks trail head and
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identified -- as identified on Google Maps. This is
representative of private recreationalists and i s not
publicly accessible. There are no publicly accessible
poi nts near the south end of your Route 2A and 2B
corridors, so it was included here as the best
representation of where the project is viewable.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you had a
questi on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Yes.

The KOP 2, you said that's on a road and
represents travelers along that road, but it's also right
in the mddle of the solar field. So the sol ar panels
wll be on either side of the road and fenced; is that
correct?

MS. SHAMEY: Yes. The solar panels will be
on either side of the road. As to whether they are
fenced or not, I will have ny -- Deandra, M. Cass,
respond.

M5. CASS: Yes. In this particular area,
part of the reason why KOP 2 was chosen is because it is
near the two BLM parcels. And those are the ones that
are kind of outlined in yellow here on Slide 70. And as
the BLM parcels are excluded fromthe solar portion of
our project, there will be no solar panels on the BLM
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par cel s.
We will be having solar panels on the
private land in this area, and they will be fenced.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. So | guess ny
question is you have a -- there's a road that -- a public

road that goes through the m ddle of your solar field; is
that correct?

MS. CASS: Yes. Public access points wll
remai n open. So you would see a fence on the north side
of the road and south side of the road, but we are not
going to be fencing off the road in the m ddl e.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q And, Ms. Cass, just for the record, what is the
nanme of that road that we're tal ki ng about ?

A (Ms. Cass) That is McLaws Road.

Q Ckay.

A (Ms. Cass) MLaws and Territorial Road, if
you're driving along it, it appears to be one road. But
there is a nane change around KOP 3 where the road nakes
a turn.

Q Thank you.

Ckay. Ms. Shaney, before you discuss the
simul ati ons thensel ves, woul d you pl ease rem nd the
commttee where in the application those sinulations are
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| ocat ed.

A (Ms. Shanmey) Yes. [If any conmmttee nenber
would like to follow along, the |latest sinulations are
included in Exhibit E of the application package as wel |
as your placemats in front of you. This exhibit should
be |l ocated into your -- |oaded into your tablets in front
of you, but we al so have binders of hard copies wth al
exhibits in the room

Q And, Ms. Shaney, would you pl ease orient the
comm ttee regarding the sinulations they're going to be
| ooki ng at ?

A (Ms. Shanmey) Yes. So each sinulation shows two
imges. The first of which shows the existing conditions
fromthe viewpoint at the key observation point.

The second i mge that foll ows --

Q And, Ms. Shaney, let ne interrupt you. W nay
need to nove -- do we need to nove the slides forward
here to show a sinul ati on?

A (Ms. Shanmey) We can.

Q Ckay.

A (Ms. Shanmey) Yes. This is KOP 1. So this is
an exi sting photograph, existing condition. And if you
go to the next slide, that is the sinmulated view. So
each visual sinmulation will be presented first wth the
exi sting condition and then a sinulation that follows to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 282

nore easily see the differences.

CHWN STAFFORD: We're | ooking at hearing
Exhibit 7A, Slide 70 and 71. That's KOP 1 with existing
and then sinul ated conditions?

M5. SHAMEY: Slide 71 and 72.

CHWN STAFFORD: 71, 72, yeah

MS. SHAMEY: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. SHAMEY: As observed -- | just wanted
to note that as observed by the project teamduring a
site visit this last nonth in Novenber 2025, construction
of nearby solar facilities and their gen-tie lines are
ongoi ng as we've nentioned earlier. These new poles are
highly visible features of the | andscape but are not
shown in the simulations because the structures were
erected very recently after our site photos were taken.

Additional ly, the simulations show a
representation of the gen-tie line routes, but the final
al i gnnent could be erected anywhere within the corridors
as previously nentioned. Cenerally the representative
routes that have been sinulated here are conservative in
that they show a route that is closer and larger to
viewers than what nmay actually be built.

So here on Slide 71 of PowerPoint A this
I's simulation KOP 1A, which was devel oped from KOP 1 and
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simulates Route 1. This is representative of |ocals,

travelers, and tourists on Main Street. Wthin the

exi sting condition photograph you can prom nently see the

exi sting APS Cholla Substation on the left.

In the sinulated view from KOP 1, which

faces sout heast, representative transmssion |line Route 1

woul d be visible across the center of your view
approximately 1.2 mles away as it connects to the
exi sting APS Chol |l a Substation on the left.

The structures and power |ines would bl end
cohesively to the | andscape appearing consistent with
existing rigid netal fornms, tall vertical lines and thin
hori zontal wres.

On the right side of the horizon the
structures woul d extend beyond the natural skyline
interrupting the natural flat horizon.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ms. Shaney.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: (Goi ng back to Menber
Little's earlier question. So while you' re show ng the
simul ated gen-tie lines here, after the construction of
the solar fields, what we see in the foreground here on
t he edge of the highway will be sol ar panel s?

MS. SHAMEY: No. So we are | ooking
currently on Slide 72. W are currently |ooking at the
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simul ated view of Route 1.

This KOP as is shown on Slide 72 in
Power Point B is up near Joseph Cty near the APS Chol |l a
Substation. W are |ooking south. So we will not be
| ooki ng at the solar array.

MEMBER KRYDER: My m st ake. | didn't -- |1
failed to read up here on the corner of it. M m stake.

CHWN STAFFORD: And in the sinulated
condition, it |ooks like those are the three-pole
structures, is that so they can cross under existing
i nes?

MS. CASS: The three-pole structures were
used in this | ocation because there is a turn as it's
crossing over the Little Col orado Ri ver.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. SHAMEY: Continuing on. So on the
ri ght side of the horizon, the structures would extend
beyond the natural skyline interrupting the natural fl at
horizon. The transm ssion |ine would create a weak
vi sual contrast and attract attention, but would remain a
codom nant elenent in the | andscape.

Again, it should be noted that additional
transm ssion infrastructure is currently being built and
wll be visible fromthis viewoint. Therefore, the
visual contrast for Route 1 at KOP 1A is anticipated to
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be | ow.

On Slide 73 on PowerPoint A, we see the
exi sting condition for KOP 1B, which is also at KOP 1
near APS Cholla Substation and faces due south. The
representation transm ssion |line Route 1 would al so be
vi si bl e across the center of the view approxi mately
1.2 mles away.

And structures and power |ines would appear
t hin behind the foreground vegetation contrasting with
their irregular natural land forns. These structures
woul d extend beyond the horizon m m cking the verti cal
el enents of the sign post and fence post in the
foreground together creating a rhythm c pattern across
your Vi ew.

Al t hough the transm ssion |ine would
attract attention, it would be subordinate to the
exi sting | andscape features. Therefore, visual contrast
for Route 1 at KOP 1B is anticipated to be | ow.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | ooki ng at that
existing or | guess either one, there's the right side of
t he photograph there's a house there. That's the one we
t al ked about the other day. That was the cl osest one
that did not respond to outreach?

BY MR CROCKETT:
Q Ms. Shaney, can you respond to that question?
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A (Ms. Shanmey) | believe that is correct.

A (Ms. Cass) I'mpulling up on a map right now
t hat has our KOP | ocations on aerial inmagery, but based
off of what |'m conparing and | ooking at, no, that house
is not the sane one that is closest to -- second cl osest
to our project site, and instead that is one that is nuch
closer to 1-40. And let ne neasure that real quick. It
is approximately 4600 feet or .8 mles away from our
corridor and even further fromthe proposed route.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q Pl ease conti nue, M. Shaney.

A (Ms. Shanmey) So on Slide 75 we have the
exi sting condition for KOP 2 facing east. This sinulates
Route 1 and Route 2B and is representative of |ocals and
travelers on McLaws Road, which is the main east-west
t hor oughf are south of 1I-40.

In the sinulated view fromKOP 2, the
representative transmssion lines for Route 1 and
Route 2B are shown. Route 1 would be approxi mately
1.6 mles away on the left side of the view. And
Route 2B al so approximately 1.6 mles away woul d be on
the right side of the road.
MEMBER KRYDER: W th your pointer, would

you point out now on this one -- | think I have it
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right -- KOP 2. Were would the solar panels be on this
si mul ated condition?

M5. SHAMEY: Ms. Cass is pointing them out,
but they are the dark gray sections left and right of the
r oad.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch

MS. SHAMEY: Oh --

MS. CASS. Sorry, just to add on, Chairnman
and Menber Kryder, the solar panels were included in the
visual -- in all of the visual sinulations for
i nformati onal purposes, so this is what woul d be seen
here if there was a maxi mum buil dout of this -- of the
sol ar portion.

Ri ght here, we're near the intersection of
where the BLMland is if you can sort of identify right
here, as you m ght be able to tell on the north side of
the road so on the left side of the simulation the sol ar
panel s woul d be nuch cl oser because that's private | and.
And so right here they're approxinately .1 mles away.

On the right side because there is BLMI and
in the mddle that we will not be utilizing, the solar
panels are a little bit further away. | believe one
section is one mle, so that would be one mle away.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch
/1
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BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Ms. Cass, this photo is taken as the caption
i ndi cates standing on McLaws Road; is that correct?

A (Ms. Cass) Correct.

A (Ms. Shanmey) Both routes would connect to the
sol ar coll ector substation in the approxi nate center of
the view on the right side of the road.

The structures woul d extend past the horizon and
appear to be a simlar height to the existing APS Choll a
Substation in the background on the left. The power
i nes would create a gently undul ating horizontal 1ine
low in the sky that would reinforce the horizontal |ine
of the horizon.

Whi | e not shown here, Route 2A would be simlar
to Route 2B and woul d i ntroduce cl oser electrical
infrastructure on the right side of the view visually
ext endi ng the mannade el enents within the | andscape.

The project would attract attention and would be
a codom nant feature in this view Therefore, a visual
contrast for Route 1 and Route 2A or 2B at KOP 2 is
anticipated to be | ow to noderate.

In Slide 77, we show the existing condition for
KOP 3A devel oped from KOP 3 facing northwest. This
simulates Route 1 and is representative of |ocals and
travelers on Territorial Road.
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In the sinmulated view from KOP 3A, the
representative transmssion line for Route 1 is visible
across the view termnating at the solar coll ector
substation on the left. The transm ssion structures
woul d be | ocated approximately .6 mles away protruding
above the horizon and appearing in front of the Msa.

The power |ines woul d appear to hover above the
Mesa framng it and disrupting the viewfrom-- with its
structural elenents. The rigid structures woul d be
constructed fromhard materials and contribute to the
visual distraction of the distinct Mesa | andforns in the
di st ance.

It should be noted that this KOP was sel ected
specifically for its accessibility to the public while
presenting the greatest potential visual inpact in the
project area, largely due to its existing undevel oped
nat ur e.

At this location the project would i ntroduce new
structural elenents into the | andscape setting and begin
to dom nant the view. Therefore, visual contrast for
Route 1 at KOP 3A is anticipated to be noderate to
strong.

On the next slide we have sinulated view KOP 3B
whi ch is al so devel oped from KOP 3 and faces due west.
The representative transmssion line for Route 1 would be
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visible on the right and end at the solar coll ector
substation near the center of the view approxi mately
.6 mles away.

The representative transm ssion line for Route
2A woul d be approximately .5-mle away situated on the
| eft side of the road starting fromthe sol ar coll ector
substation and extending to the left side of the view

Wiile Route 2A is not shown here, there'll be
m ni mum di fferences in the visual contrast between Route
2A and 2B as both routes would be | ocated within
proximty of each other and appear to differ only
slightly in size wwth the transm ssion structures of
Rout e 2B appearing just a bit |arger.

The structures would break up the flat uniform
hori zon rising well above it with the power lines clearly
vi si bl e agai nst the sky. Therefore, the visual contrast
for Route 1 and Route 2A or 2B at KOP 3 is anticipated to
be noderate or strong.

Next, on Slide 81, we show the existing
condition for KOP 4 facing southwest. This sinulates
Route 2A and is representative of private
recreationalists.

In the sinmulated view from KOP 4, the
representative transm ssion |line for Route 2A woul d be
visible in the distant center appearing just left of the
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exi sting transm ssion |ines and extendi ng across the view
towards the right situated approxinmately 2.6 mles away.
| f you ook closely, it is right on the horizon I|ine.

The turn in representati ve Route 2A would result
in the apparent cluster structures on the far right of
the view fromthis location. Wile Route 2B is not shown
here, there would be mninmal differences in the visual
contrast between Route 2A and 2B.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ms. Shaney.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Looking at Slides 81 and
82, 81 specifically, what is -- is this rock, this dark
material in the md --

M5. SHAMEY: | believe that is shrubs,
veget ati on.

MEMBER KRYDER: It is what?

MS. SHAMEY: Shrubs, vegetation. Lowlying

vegetation in a -- in a rocky setting.
MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | couldn't nake it
out . | see the road -- the service road or whatever in

the front, it and | ooks like typical graze |land. And

t hen suddenly this change, and | couldn't nake it out.
M5. CASS: This is an area that has sone

I nteresting geological features, and | think you'll be

very interested in some of the upcom ng segnents of our
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present ati on.
MEMBER KRYDER: But these are shrubs?
M5. CASS: Correct. The dark areas is
veget ati on.
MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Ms. Shaney, |I'mgoing to just throw
sonet hing down as an idea. It seens to ne the perpetual
shadows thrown by the solar panels will cause the

noi sture content of the soil to be higher than nornmal,
| ess | oss due to evaporation.

So what I'"'minplying is | think I ooking at
the condition of the range | and, which | ooks pretty
beaten up out there, the solar projects may actually
i nprove the quality of the -- what's the correct term--
vegetation out there. | just throw that out as a
possi bl e project with the | ocal comunity coll ege or NAU,
get sone fol ks out there who are specialists in
vegetation to study that possibility. |I'mjust shooting
fromthe hip since that's where the cowboys all hung out.

M5. SHAMEY: Thank you, Chairnman.

BY MR CROCKETT:
Q Ms. Shaney, were you finished wth your
di scussion of the visual resources?
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A (Ms. Shaney) | think | had a little nore to
conti nue.

Q Ckay. Pl ease conti nue.

A (Ms. Shanmey) Altogether the structures at KOP 4
will be perceptible resenbling the formand shape of the
exi sting foreground power lines. Fromthis vantage point
the structures would closely resenble the wind turbine on
the left in formand hei ght subtly reinforcing the
pattern cross the view.

It should al so be noted that there are approved
projects in the area that will add to the build
infrastructure and nay al so be visible fromthis vantage
poi nt .

The transm ssion |line for Route 2A or 2B would
be noti ceabl e but create weak visual contrast and woul d
not dom nate the view. Therefore, the visual contrast
for Route 2A or 2B at KOP 4 is anticipated to be | ow

Q Ms. Shaney, what are your concl usions regarding
the visual inpacts associated wth the Chi mey Canyon
gen-tie project?

A (Ms. Shamey) At KOP 1, closer to Joseph Gty,

t he visual contrast of the project would be lowto
noderate due to the existing electrical infrastructure,
i ncluding the existing APS Chol |l a Substation, utility

| i nes throughout the vicinity of Joseph GCty, and |arge
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transm ssion structures along the northeastern portions
of the project.

Additionally, as nentioned previously, there is
ongoi ng construction for additional transm ssion
infrastructure tying into the APS Choll a Substation.

To the south, visual contrast would be noderate
to strong at KOP 3 which is |l argely undevel oped.

However, KOPs 2 and 4 woul d have | ow to noderate visual
contrast as the gen-tie routes would be seen with
exi sting infrastructure.

And, again, as noted previously, there are
approved projects to the south and east that wll be
visible fromthe gen-tie line project.

Overall, inpacts to sensitive viewers wll be
| ow to noderate due to brief transient views of the
| andscape for travelers on Interstate 40 or |ocal roads
such as McLaws Road and Territorial Road which are
mnimally used in conparison to |-40.

Additionally, the majority of sensitive viewers
wll be individuals visiting | andnmarks or engaging in
recreation activities near KOP 1 in Joseph Cty. And
whil e they woul d have | onger, nore inmmersive visual
experiences, their vantage point would have low to
noder ate vi sual contrast as the gen-tie route would be
vi si bl e al ongsi de existing | arger scale electrical
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infrastructure. Therefore, the gen-tie line project wll
be conpatible with visual resources within the region.

MR CROCKETT: So that concludes our
presentati on on visual resources, and we're happy to
answer additional questions.

Also at this point we thought we would
offer to show you the virtual tour again if that would be
hel pful. If not, we can push ahead.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any questions about the
vi sual i npacts?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: | think we've been going
for close to 90 mnutes. |'msure the court reporter
could use a break. It seens like a nice place before you

start the next section with the geol ogi c features.

Let's take a 10 to 15-m nute recess.

(Recess from2:26 p.m to 2:56 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Crockett, | believe you had run down
sone answers over the break.

MR CROCKETT: Well, Chairman Stafford, if
it's okay with you, we thought we'd finish the
presentation of the evidence and then go back through our
list of deliverables to questions fromcommttee nmenbers
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and do it all at one tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: That will work.

MR CROCKETT: Ckay. So we're going to
nove next to geologic features. And for that we're going
totalk to M. Neely.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q M. Neely, please remind the commttee regarding
your area of responsibility on the Chi nmney Canyon gen-tie
proj ect .

A (M. Neely) M area of responsibility was to
under st and t he regi onal geol ogical features that may
affect the project.

Q Wiy are the geological features relevant to this
gen-tie project?

A (M. Neely) Because in the end, the foundations
for the structures will be founded in the earth, and
under st andi ng what the subsurface conditions consist of
wll be required for the engi neering recommendations to
design the project. Understanding the |arger geol ogi cal
setting inforns decisions made al ong the process of
expl oration and design of the project.

Q Pl ease descri be the geol ogic setting where the
gen-tie project is |ocated.

A (M. Neely) On the left side of 85A -- Slide 85
of CC-7A, is the geological setting of the Col orado
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pl ateau. One can see this section if you sinply go to
the Grand Canyon and sinply | ook over the edge, okay, to
gi ve an i dea.

CHWN STAFFCORD: But not too cl ose.

MR NEELY: Don't get -- yeah. Yeah.

But if you | ook at the cross-section on the
right, that is the Hol brook Basi n geol ogi cal
cross-section, and that is a subset of the Col orado
Pl at eau, okay.

Pl ease, if you note there's a halite and
anhydrate nmenber in here, and that's very inportant to
what we're seeing as far as the geol ogical features are
concerned on the site because it is that nenber that is
like a salt, and the salt is dissolvable in water. So
t he presence of the halite layer results in a variety of
i nteresting geol ogi cal features within the Hol brook Basin
| ocati on.

BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Wiy did the applicant retain your services and
what studies did Terracon perfornf

A (M. Neely) Based on previous work we had done

in earway in other parts of Arizona, Cl earway personnel

were potentially aware of features -- geol ogi cal
features -- that m ght be present within the project
ar ea.
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Chi mey Canyon reached out to Terracon to
provi de additional information regarding the potenti al
for such unique features being present at the site.
Terracon conducted a desktop review and field
reconnai ssance study and then conbi ned those results into
a final report.

Based on our desktop review and on our site
reconnai ssance it was determ ned that isol ated subsi dence
basi ns were present along with near surface cracks within
t he sandstone and the final report was prepared.

Q M. Neely, what is a subsidence basin?

A (M. Neely) So if you |look at the picture on
the left, this is a depression. Now, this is not a
subsidence area that's on the project, but it is simlar
to a subsidence area that's on the project, okay.

The subsi dence areas on the project are al nbst a
mle or nmore wide, so you can't get that into a single
picture. But this photois simlar to a subsidence basin
in that you see w de, gradual changes in the surface
t opography. And so ADWR has been nonitoring these
subsi dence basins in the state for a nunber of years, and
you can go to their website. Al that information is
publ i c know edge.

Q So, M. Neely, to the untrained eye like |I have,
if I sawthis feature out in the | andscape, | woul dn't
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think anything of this. | wouldn't think of subsidence
her e.

Ils that -- are these readily apparent to people
or are they -- does it take an expert such as yourself to

determ ne that this is a subsidence basin?

A (M. Neely) Well, and even an expert woul dn't
necessarily pick up on this being a subsidence basin
because we're tal ki ng about such small novenents. As
we'll discuss later, area Athat's in the report has all
of about two centineters of novenment over 31 years. You
just wouldn't pick up on that. But the InSAR that ADWR
does use wll pick up on that kind of novenent.

Q Woul d you pl ease describe the results of your
geol ogi ¢ survey.

A (M. Neely) W identified possible subsidence
areas as well as surroundi ng extension cracks. Pl ease
note Dr. Huntley here is in the picture as a scale to the
w dth of the crack.

This is an extension crack. These cracks are
naturally occurring physical manifestations of the stress
and the underlying sandstone and are limted to surface
features only.

On-site observations confirmthe presence of
these features. Terracon determ ned that the subsidence
areas are present but with a very slow rate of novenent
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that would ultimately not inpact the ability to construct
any of the structures or any of the routes.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Scott.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER. M. Scott, how deep is this
crack that you reference, approximtely?

MR, NEELY: Chairman Stafford and Menber
Kryder, that crack on the right is about 30-foot deep.
And, yes, we did neasure several of the cracks. The
deepest we could find was 30 feet.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And -- okay. [I'll
just have to go with it wth your presentation. Thank
you very nuch

MR, CROCKETT: W did ask Dr. Huntley to
repel down to the bottom so we could get an exact
measur enent, but she declined to do that.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q So, M. Neely, how did the results of your
geol ogi cal survey inpact the proposed corridors for the
Chi mey Canyon gen-tie project?

A (M. Neely) The presence of the geol ogi cal
features is an engi neering factor and not an
environnental or health safety consideration. However,
due to the engineering factor and the desire to design
around these features, the project's corridors were
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expanded in key areas al ong Routes 2A and 2B to allow for
additional -- yeah, could |I have that back? Sorry.

So there's this big crack that you see right
here and another one right here in the 2A route. W have
made Chi mey Canyon aware of their presence and the need
to engi neer around them Not that they can't be crossed,
it's just they need to be engi neered around, right.

And the sane, then, with this area over here
where this is area A that | was tal king about earlier.
One could cross it or one go around it. And if we can go
around it, that would be the better approach.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Neely, can you rem nd us
what the yell ow bl obs are.

MR NEELY: So the yellow bl obs that you
see on 88 -- Slide 88 of CC-7B are where cracks are
| ocated. On that sane slide the purple circles are where
t he subsi dence areas occur.

MEMBER HI LL: So cracks and subsi dence
could be nutually excl usive?

MR NEELY: What's that?

MEMBER HI LL: They could be nutually
exclusive? They're not related to each other?

MR. NEELY: No, ma'am | believe they are
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conbi ned.

MEMBER HI LL: Oh, okay.

MR NEELY: | believe that what's happening
here is that you' ve got conpression here, conpression
here, conpression here, which puts this mddle of the
sandstone in tension. And what you're seeing is the
tension in the sandstone being exhibited as a crack at
t he surface.

Sone of those cracks are narrow and there's
many of them Some of themare wide |ike you saw in that
picture there that's like two foot wide. |It's just al
t he extension goes into one single crack.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. That's hel pful.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

VEMBER KRYDER: Explain the word K-A-R-S-T,
pl ease.

MR. NEELY: Ckay. So karst is a word that
descri bes the formati on of a void underneath the ground
sur f ace.

So if you've been to Kartchner Caverns here
in the state, that is karst topography or creating a
karst formation because it is karst. It is a cavity in
the ground that was fornmed over a | ong period of time of
wat er runni ng through the subsurface and di ssol ving the
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| i mestone. Ckay? The |linestone goes away. It flows
around, flows down the stream and you end up with a cave
inside. So that is what karst is.

To put that in context with the current
site, there is salt underlying the Coconi no Sandst one
about 6 to 700 down there, okay. The salt goes into
solution as the groundwater noves through it, takes the
salt away, and as the salt di sappears you create karst
formati ons underneath the Coconi no Sandst one.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. You nentioned the
caverns out east of Tucson there.

MR NEELY: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Are there cracks appearing
inthis -- in the topography there as well?

VMR, NEELY: No, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Why here and not there?

MR NEELY: Two different rock fornmations,
completely different rock formati ons.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. But you said that
the resulting karst, if | understood it, was because the
wat er washed -- in that case with the caverns it's
i mestone and in this case it's salt. |Is that correct
or does that --

MR. NEELY: No, that's correct, but they
are different rock formations. So the different rock
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formati ons behave differently.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFCRD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |If we could go to
Slide 87. The picture on the right-hand side is an
extrenely straight cut and | ooks |ike al nost a 90-degree
angle at one point. |In order to engineer the pole
sitings correctly, would the applicant be prudent to take
core sanples along the running line of that in order to
avoid such an area where this mght occur? O what is
your professional opinion on how to avoid sonet hing that
could do that in the alignnent?

MR. NEELY: M professional opinion would
be that these are mapped near the surface, so they can be
| ocated at the surface. And so that the foundations for
t he nmonopol e structures will need to be let's just say a
particul ar distance fromthere these cracks, okay, to be
stable on their own. And, yes, that will need to be
field identified at sone point.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And how woul d t he
applicant field identify those sites?

MR NEELY: By hiring soneone |like nyself.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  You're wel cone.

If I may, just one | ast question. The
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picture on the right, how |long does it take for a fissure
that size to create?

MR NEELY: | don't know, sir. | heard you
ask a question yesterday about -- or, | nmean, earlier
today about time. And | just can't answer that question.
| don't know.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: The cl ock's al ways
ticking. That's why I'masking. | appreciate that.
Thank you.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q And, M. Neely, if I could just follow up on
subsi dence, is subsidence caused by groundwater punping
in this water?

A (M. Neely) No, sir. That would be a | arge
part of what ADWR s subsidence InSAR programis all about
is identifying subsidence basins across the entire state,
nost of them associated with the ground -- w thdraw ng of
groundwat er and therefore the increasing in ground
pressure because the soil is no | onger buoyant and it
subsides. It sinply conpresses itself. GCkay. And this
is not that kind of subsidence, not at all.

Q And in terns of the cracks if | understand your
testinony, | believe your testinony is that these cracks
are readily apparent, and, therefore, it's alittle
easi er to design around them when you're pl acing
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structures for power |ines?

A (M. Neely) It is apparent. And to follow up
on Menber Constock's observation, yes, this is very
strai ght and then makes a hard corner here. W call that
orthogonal jointing within the sandstone, and it's
preval ent across the -- a big, big portion of the 2A, 2B
area of the site, okay. The orthogonal jointing is very
preval ent and easily seen. The open cracks are al so
easily seen.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you. That's good.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q So, M. Neely, wll construction of the Chi nney
Canyon gen-tie project inpact any of these geol ogic
features that you've identified?

A (M. Neely) No. These are |ong understood
processes that are regional forces that are created, and
the construction of the route will not inpact the
geol ogi cal processes that are currently at work.

Q So to be clear, can Chi mmey Canyon Sol ar
construct any of the gen-tie routes 1, 2A, or 2B
consi stent with the geology in the area?

A (M. Neely) Yes. |In ny professional opinion,
geol ogi c features present do preclude the ability to
safely construct and operate any of the gen-tie routes.

Q And, M. Neely, do you believe that the
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flexibility built into the corridor w dths that have been
proposed provide sufficient freeboard for the applicant
to be able to construct these gen-tie routes?

A (M. Neely) | believe so. Although |istening
to Dr. Huntley earlier, | can see there'll be two of us
that will need to be out there naking these field
deci sions. But, yes, sir, | believe so.

MR, CROCKETT: Al right. Thank you.

Wll, that's all | had for M. Neely. |If there are any
questions fromthe nenbers, further questions, we'll
entertai n those now.

CHWN STAFFORD: There do not appear to be
any questions at this tine.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. Wll, then, we're
ready to nove ahead to noise and signal interference, and
that's going to be Ms. Cass. And in working with her on
this, I found her to be particularly enthusiastic about
this topic, which was surprising to ne because |'ve not
previously found that to be the case.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q So, Ms. Cass, would you pl ease describe the
antici pated noi se em ssion |levels fromconstruction of
t he proposed gen-tie facilities?

A (Ms. Cass) Thank you, yes.

Il wll note that noise is a topic that cones up
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for me often in ny role as an environnental nmanager. EMI
interference is not, so | do have a |ot of fun | earning
about that one.

So to start off, the current noise levels in the
project area are typical of that of a rural environnent.
At a nearby project the anmbient noise | evels were
nmeasured in the field to about 40 to 42 A-wei ghted
deci bel s.

On the right-hand side, which is Slide 90 of
CC- 7B, we have a chart here of typical sound |evels in
dBA 40 to 42 falls here in the green section, which is
about in between a soft whisper at five feet away or the
i nsi de of an urban residence.

The exi sting noise sources in the region include
the APS Cholla Substation, the existing transm ssion
lines, the BNSF rail line and 1-40 as well as
construction of other nearby projects.

There are very few sensitive receptors along the
gen-tie corridors, but the closest three are listed here
in the chart on Slide 90 of CC 7A.

Two of these are rural residences of | andowners
t hat we have been in close comunication with and are
either a participating | andowner or in active
negotiations with. The closest one is the one that was
poi nted out during the first portion of Route 1 during
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the virtual tour.

The other sensitive receptor was al so shown in
Route 1 is just outside of Joseph City and al ready
surrounded by 1-40 the rail line, Cholla Substation the
power plant, and all of the existing transm ssion |ines.

It is expected that sonme noise will be emtted
fromconstruction activities. However, this wll be
tenporary in nature. And due to the |limted nunber of
people that are in this area and because construction
wi Il occur during daytine hours, the inpacts associ ated
with construction of the gen-tie line are anticipated to
be tenporary and m nor.

Q Ms. Cass, would you pl ease describe the
antici pated noise em ssion |evels fromoperation of the
proposed gen-tie?
A (Ms. Cass) So audible noise will be emtted by

t he proposed facilities largely due to the corona effect
of the transmssion line. This is a result of the
electric and nagnetic fields creating a small electric
di scharge that ionizes the air close to the conductor
This corona effect could be exacerbated in wet weat her
because water is a good conductor of electricity.

Under normal circunstances the audi bl e noise at
the edge of the project's 150-foot right-of-way woul d be
57 deci bels for the 500kV |ine and 51 decibels for the
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345kV | i ne vari ant.

Whi | e Navaj o County does not set a noise
t hreshol d, a general industry standard used by EPA and
FERC i s about 55 decibels. So noise on the 500kV |ine
woul d be above this when standing at the edge of the
150-f oot right-of-way. However, we did nodel how rmuch
additional feet is needed to get below 55, and that is
105 feet.

Because the -- and that -- this is because noise
naturally attenuates as you go further away. And this
can be nodels. Here on the right-hand side, this is the
it's called cylindrical spreading of noise froma line

source. And because noise is being emtted al ong the

entire line, that is one of the ways that you can -- you
can neasure that.
So when the -- because the cl osest residential

structure is approximately 0.3 mles east of the gen-tie,
corona noi se during normal operations would either be

I ndi stingui shable from anbi ent sounds or i naudi bl e.
During wet weat her, the sound emtted fromthe project
woul d be higher. However, it would al so be masked by the
rain itself and simlarly decline the further away a
receptor is to the project. And it would al so be

I ndi stingui shable fromthe i ncreased anbi ent noi se or

I naudi bl e.
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Q Ms. Cass, would you next describe the potenti al
for proposed gen-tie to cause el ectronagnetic
i nterference?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. So | have -- | put a bunch of
charts here on the right because | found it incredibly
interesting. So first off, I'"mgoing to start by tal king
about just electromagnetic fields. There's many -- nany
of our electric devices emt an el ectromagnetic field
that we don't pay attention to and we don't noti ce.

Qur gen-tie line will also create an
el ectromagnetic field. The electric field is caused by

the voltage of the conductors, so either 500 or 345, and

it wll be static as long as that |line is energized
because of the 500 and the 345 kilovolts will remain the
sane.

The magnetic field is caused by the current
flow ng through the conductor, and the strength depends
about the |load or the generation flow ng through the
line. For exanple, at nighttinme when the solar facility
IS not produci ng anything, the magnetic field wll be
much weaker than it would be during the day, and it is
actively contributing electricity to the grid.

Both of these fields are very | ow frequency and
do not have the potential to inpact genetic material or
cause cancer. On this electromagnetic spectrum charts
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that | have here on Slide 91 of CC- 7B, we have the 50 to
60 hertz, which is categorized as an extrenely | ow
frequency radio wave and with a little transm ssion |line
icon. Side tidbit, | believe the 50 hertz is for the
grid structure in Europe and 60 is for what we have in
the U. S.

The right-hand chart provides the strength of
magnetic fields which are produced by common househol d
goods as conpared to electric lines at the bottom Al so
but right here the highest nunber on the chart is 20,000,
and it's in mlligause is what that's neasured as, which
Is actually froma hair dryer at 1.2 feet away.

And it's in the sane scale here. The nagnetic
fields produced fromtransm ssion |lines are about 1 to
300 mlligause at the edge of the right-of-way. W have
actually nodel ed specifically what the nmagnetic field for
our project would be for both the 500 and 345k results,
and those are shown on the chart on the left on Slide 91
of CC- 7A

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Looki ng back over sone of
our previous hearings, we had commentary froma variety
of sources about the all eged danger of standi ng under,
living under, et cetera, the lines of the sort that are
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bei ng descri bed here.

Coul d you address that a little bit?

| knowit's a controversial area, and 1'd
li ke to hear what your views are and get theminto the
recor d.

M5. CASS: Yes. So we have a threshold
identified for nagnetic fields. |It's shown here as 100
mcrotesla on Slide 91 of CC 7A

This threshold was created by the
| nt er nati onal Comm ssion on Non-1onizing Radiation
Protection, and they recomend a threshold of 100
m crotesl a.

In researching this |I saw that the note of
this was actually specifically for situations where there
may be sonmeone with a pacenaker nearby. |If there's
soneone W thout a pacenaker, they actually increase that
threshold to 200.

Below this threshold, there are no --
general |y speaking nmagnetic interference -- nagnetic
field interference is on electronics. It does not harm
t he human body. So if you have electronics within the
human body, that's where it becones rel evant.

But as you can see here, that our results
Is significantly below this threshold. W are nodeling
9.02 mcrotesla for the 500kV and 4.85 for the 345.
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Thi s was nodel ed when neasured 9 feet away
fromthe pole and 1.5 neters above the ground. This is
not neasured, you know, at the edge of the right-of-way
or at the edge of the corridor. This is standing right
bel ow t he | i nes.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's very hel pful. One
of the ways that |'ve learned to learn is to try to take
an opposi ng position and nmake as strong of an argunent as
| can for the opposing position.

Could you fill in some of the blanks for
t he people who may not be represented in the room but who
so strongly and really quite strongly seem opposed to

i ving under or nearby a 500kV or 345kV?

VWhat -- what are they upset about?
M5. CASS: Well, | can't speak to the
reasons -- the specific reasons why an individual or the

general public nay be unhappy with transm ssion |ines.
You know, in -- | think oftentines they can actually
occur due to the noise that could be heard as opposed to
the el ectromagnetic field itself because the noise is
sonmet hi ng that we can sense and we can hear. You can
stand underneath one and hear the buzz and the humthat's
comn ng.

The el ectromagnetic fields is not sonething
that we can sense or feel or has any inpact.
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' mgoing to go back to this scale here of
the el ectromagnetic spectrum and hopefully try to put in
per specti ve.

So this -- all of this on here is called
i ght even though we give it different nanmes. W have
radi o waves at the bottom and we have gamm waves at the
top. And up here near the top which is -- and we have
visible light in the center.

Utraviolet light is about where the |ight
has a hi gh enough frequency that it can start danagi ng
t he human body. It could push electrons off of atons and
It can cause genetic nutations within DNA. This is
where, you know, cancer cones from because you're out in
the sun and haven't been using, you know, any sort of
sunscreen for a whole lifetinme. And then at a higher
wavel ength such as X-rays and ganma rays it coul d be
pretty -- pretty significant and very damagi ng.

The levels of the fields that are produced
by this project are so far bel ow that and we are
surrounded by wavel engths at this level that we -- we
never notice and are conpletely inperceptible.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very much. |
know I put you in a difficult position asking you to find
and speak about the opposition. But it's helpful for ne
to see the bigger picture when | can attenpt to hear all
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parts of the spectrum

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: So | want to nmake sure that
| ' m understandi ng this because we do get a |lot of
questions about this, and | really appreciate what you' ve
provi ded here because | think it's nore detailed than
|'ve had in probably 25 cases -- the | ast 25 cases.

What |'m seeing, though, | want to confirm
is the electromagnetic field is 9.02 mcroteslas, and
that is conparable -- if | |ook at the next -- at the
slide next to it to -- and that's at the edge of the
right-of-way, right? And that is conparable to sitting,
you know, roughly a foot away froma plasna tel evision.
| mean, that's 70 -- you know, 73.6 mlli --

M5. CASS: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: So there's a conparabl e
nunber there.

MS. CASS. Yes.

MEMBER HI LL: Like, that is shockingly | ow
tonme. And I'mnot being critical. It's just that |'ve
never had a way of, |ike, naking a conparabl e exanple of
anyt hing, so --

M5. CASS. Yes. It is incredibly |ow
Yeah, | put the conversion between mcrotesla and
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mlligause up here at the top.

MEMBER HI LL:  Yep.

MS. CASS: So, yeah, 90.2 mlligause is
what we nodel for our 500kV results. And you're correct
it's on the high end of sitting one foot away froma TV.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chair --

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is that the end of your
questions, Menber Hill?

MEMBER HI LL:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER.  Where does ny cell phone
fit in this?

M5. CASS: | don't have that off the top of
ny head, but | would love to | ook it up.

MEMBER KRYDER: | would love to hear it
because |1've got a friend who won't even -- she's afraid
to put her cell phone to her ear at tines.

M5. CASS: It was just pointed out to ne
that that is actually 1.2 inches away.

MEMBER HI LL: Oh, inches. Oh, yeah. | got

M5. CASS: And | would also like to clarify
that this 9.2 mcrotesla at -- for the nagnetic field
that's standing 9 feet away fromthe pole. That is not
standing at the edge of the right-of-way.
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MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Regardless, that's
hel pful. | nean, people use those corridors all the
tinme, so --

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q So, Ms. Cass, as |I've listened to your testinony
on this topic, it seens al nbst incontrovertible to ne
that there could be a health effect fromthese gen-tie
lines to anyone in the vicinity.

| s that consistent with your opinion?

A (Ms. Cass) Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: I ncontrovertible that there
woul d be no health effect?

MR, CROCKETT: Yeah, that there would be no
health effect, yeah. Thank you.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q And then so are there inpacts associated with
magnetic or electric fields fromthis project in your
opi ni on?

A (Ms. Cass) No, there would be no inpacts
associated wth nagnetic or electric fields as a result
of the project.

Q So, Ms. Cass, will you next describe the
potential for the proposed gen-tie facilities to cause
interference with conmuni cati on signal s?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes. So thisis all still related
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and it's still as a result of the electromagnetic field
that's emtted and the frequency of the waves here.

So potential communication interference would
specifically be because of the frequency. Al so down here
on Slide 91 of CC-7B it just shows the two different
types of interference that can occur when there are
over | appi ng waves.

One of themis called constructive interference
because you have two waves that are occurring at where
t he peaks and the troughs are at the sane | ocation, and
that results in a new wave that has an even hi gher peak
and a | ower trough.

The opposite occurs in destructive interference
when you have peaks and waves that are opposi ng each
other, and the results is basically a flat |ine.

This interaction between waves i s nost
noti ceabl e when the waves are at this exact sane
frequency. In this exanple this chart includes waves at
t he sane frequency.

As nentioned, the frequency of waves created by
transmssion lines is a very |ow radi o wave at a
frequency of 60 hertz. Wen a cathode-ray tube or CRT
TVs were common, sone interference could occur because
the screen refresh rates of those were also 60 to
120 hertz. The technology for current TVs is so

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 320

drastically different and faster that no inpacts on TV
screens wll occur.
Next 1'Il nove nmore on to radi o communi cati ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Constock, you have a
questi on?

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  If | may, and | know this
Is not a condition now. However, this is turning into a
utility corridor through Arizona. And if an interstate
gas line is sited through this area, | assunme that the
appli cant, because this is not your first project, has a
AC mtigation procedure to mnimze corrosion on natural
gas steel lines or hazardous material lines as they run
per pendi cul ar or parallel wth the transm ssion |ines?

MS. CASS: Correct. The inpacts on
perpendicular lines is incredibly | ow such that
addi tional study is not needed.

The inpact for parallel lines does result
in the need for additional study, which there are no
parall el existing |lines that we woul d be going al ong so
we did not order that for that study.

Shoul d a future line want to be constructed
parallel to ours, then studies will need to be conducted
so that we can site it in such a way that it is not --
well, the other conpany would need to site it in a way
that it woul d not be inpacted.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

MR CROCKETT: And, Chairman Stafford and
Member Constock, there is a condition in the typical CEC
t hat addresses underground gas |i nes.

MEMBER COMBTOCK: Yes, sir, M. Crockett.
Thank you.

| just wanted to get it on the record that
there was a policy in place by the applicant to address
t hose. Thank you.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q So pl ease conti nue, M. Cass.

A (Ms. Cass) 1'll continue on with radio
communi cations. |If you've -- typical radio
communi cations occur at 50 -- or 530 to 1700 kil ohert z.

| f that range of nunber sounds famliar, it's because
when you're tuning your radio, that is specifically what
you're tuning to. You are turning to a, you know,
930 kil ohertz frequency in order to receive that station.
The near -- the | owest frequency station in the
region is KWW 970 out of Show Low, which is a news and
talk radio. This 970 is a neasurenent of kil ohertz which
is four to five magni tude in higher frequency than the
transm ssion |ine.
FM radi o comuni cati ons occur at 88 to 108
nmegahertz. And simlar to AMradi o, again, when you're
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tuni ng your radi o, that nunber that you're tuning to is
the frequency. This is neasured in negahertz, however,
which is six to seven tinmes higher in magnitude. Due to
this extrene difference in transm ssion |ine frequency
and common radi o conmmuni cation signals, mniml inpact is
anti ci pat ed.

Furthernore, as described in ny testinony
earlier and everyone else here, there's a | arge anount of
exi sting infrastructure in the imrediate vicinity of the
proposed project. There have been no known concerns
rai sed about the existing infrastructure or proposed
facilities in blocking comunication signals.

Q Ms. Cass, what is your conclusion regarding
whet her the gen-tie line project would result in
interference with tel evision, radio, cellular or
m crowave commruni cati on signal s?

A (Ms. Cass) Construction and operation of the
project is unlikely to cause any interference with radio
communi cation signals surroundi ng the project, and any
potential interference would be very mnor. The only
potential that we can see at this point is AMreceivers
that are | ocated underneath transm ssion |ines could be
affected. But these effects will be no greater than
t hose caused by all of the other existing high-voltage
infrastructure in the area.
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FMradio, digital TV, W-Fi, satellite

tel evision, cable are all at nuch higher frequencies than
the transmi ssion |ine frequencies and are not affected.
Therefore, there are no significant inpacts to TV
communi cation signals as a result of operating and
constructing the project.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber HilIl, you had a
question?

MEMBER HI LL: | do. Thank you for this.
| " m maki ng note that as the voltage goes up the
m crotesla neasurenments go up. How do those things
stack? |If there's nmultiple lines, say three transm ssion
lines in a row, does that nunber stack if you have three
500kV, like, or how -- do you know what I'm-- what's the
cumul ati ve i npact?

' m goi ng back to a biodiversity thing.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And | guess is it
di m ni shing nmargi nal i npacts?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: O is it increasing
mar gi nal i npacts?

MEMBER HI LL: That was ny question. Thank
you.

MEMBER CASS: In all situations the
strength of these fields dimnish drastically over
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difference -- distance.

| wll point out over here on the right the
strength of the magnetic field which as | now know goes
from1l.2 inches to 36 inches away can go froma very high
nunber such as 20,000 mlligause down to 3. And the
project right-of-way is going to be 150 feet wde. This
nmeans we are reserving the right to keep 150 feet of
space so that there won't be anot her project closer to us
in that corridor.

At those distances the magnetic fields and
the electric fields emtted by the different lines wll
not cause a cunul ative I npact.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. So where you're
| ooki ng potentially to collocate with the 500kV |line that
APS manages, those lines won't increase the mcroteslas
in that corridor?

They are separate corridors and they w ||
max out at 90.02 -- or 9.02 is your understandi ng of
this?

M5. CASS: That -- that's correct --

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

M5. CASS. -- due to just the distance that
they are away from each ot her.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

M5. CASS: |In areas that -- well, in al
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situations whether we're paralleling these |ines or
crossi ng underneath them we woul d be coordinating wth

t hose other utilities or transm ssion |line owers so that
there is no health and safety inpact as a result of it.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you have a
question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: No, M. Chairnman. I was
just going to clarify they're additive, so you would feel
t he sum of whatever you were feeling for each individual
one. But because of the distance from between them
depending on if you're standing real close to one |ine
but you're pretty far fromthe other line you wll feel
hardly anything fromthe other |ine and you'll feel
nostly fromthe line you' re on. It just depends on where
you are.

But you would -- mght be a little bit from
the line that's pretty far away and then nore fromthe
line that you're in and they woul d add together. So they
are additive. But because the lines are spread apart
pretty far apart, it's -- it's one -- usually it's only
one line that's going to affect you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MS. CASS: W were starting to get to a
field of physics and engineering that | am not very
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famliar with, but I wll note that because the magnetic
and electric fields -- those were nodels based off of our
500kV and 345kV and al so with our projected capacity of
our solar facility.

The results of other -- other lines aren't
necessarily going to be exactly this because the
specifications for their transmssion line are different.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q So, Ms. Cass, would you pl ease continue and
finish your response to ny earlier question.

A (Ms. Cass) Yeah. Largely because |I found this
i nteresting, cellular phone antennae and m crowave
receivers are often nounted on top of transm ssion
structures to take advantage of the added hei ght afforded
by it, which denonstrates that transmi ssion |ines don't
interfere with these.

I'll note that those operate -- they're

consi dered m crowaves, which is a subset of radi o waves
and are an even nuch hi gher frequency than the other
radi o frequencies that we have di scussed. Therefore, no
significant inpacts to cellular or mcrowave
communi cati ons are antici pat ed.

Q So, Ms. Cass, in sunmmary what is your concl usion
regar di ng whet her or not the Chi mey Canyon gen-tie
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project would result i n excessive noise either during
construction or operation or interference with
communi cati on signal s?

A (Ms. Cass) For all of the reasons discussed,
t he construction and operation of the gen-tie project
woul d not result in significant noise inpacts and there's
m ni mal potential for communi cation signal interference
as a result of the project.

Q So Ms. Cass -- well, | told you she had an
ent husiasmfor this topic. | learned a lot fromit, so
t hank you for that.

So, Ms. Cass, speaking on behalf of all of the
W t nesses today, have you forned an opinion regarding the
environnental conpatibility of the Chi mey Canyon gen-tie
project as it's outlined in the application and as
nodi fied in this hearing in terns of the widths of the
corridors?

A (Ms. Cass) Yes, thank you.

Chi mey Canyon Sol ar, LLC, is taking
environnental conpatibility considerations very seriously
for this project. And based off of the technical studies
conpl eted by Tetra Tech, Terracon we believe that the
project would be environnentally conpatible with the
factors set forth in the Arizona Revised Statutes Section
40- 360. 06 and consistent with the previous projects
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approved by the siting conmttee.

On the screen here on Slide 93 of CC-7A, we have
a run-through and a summary of what we have di scussed
yesterday and today with each of the exhibits matchi ng up
to the application.

To show that we expect that the project wll be
conpati ble wth biol ogical resources, cultural resources,
have consi stent visual inpacts, no inpact to recreation
or land use, no noise or interference inpacts and has
been generally well received by the public.

Q Thank you, M. Cass.

MR. CROCKETT: So that conpletes the
presentati on of our case regarding the environment al
conmpati bility of the project.

| do have a list of follow up questions
t hat we've accunul ated over today and yesterday that we'd
li ke to respond to now before there's -- | have sone
concluding itens wiwth M. Al ngui st.

So let ne just start. [I'll run through
these, and if there's sonething |I've m ssed, we're happy
to deal with that. But we think we've covered everything
al ong the way except for these.

BY MR CROCKETT:
Q So, M. Alnquist, are there grazing | eases
present on the sections of previously identified | and
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wthin the project area that are BLM | and?

A (M. Almguist) | believe this question
originated from Chairman Stafford and i ndeed there are.

Q |s there an airport in or near Joseph GCty?

A (M. Almyuist) Chairman Stafford, Menber Fant |
believe is where this question cane from The nearest
airport is 10 mles away i n Hol brook.

Q This is | believe a question from Menber Kryder.
What is the cost difference between weat hering and
gal vani zed steel, nonopole transm ssion structures, and
what woul d i nform your conpany's decision to use one
versus the other?

A (M. Almyuist) So, Menber Kryder, we had -- |
had this discussion with several of our EPC teans and
engi neering teans. W actually carry a pretty margi nal
cost difference the two. Watherizing steel is between
surprisingly 3 to $5,000 nore per structure.

The nmain difference is first being gal vani zed
steel is the typical standard. Wathering steel can
attribute to a nore rustic aesthetic, but it does require
sone additional processing to nmake sure that that
corrosion doesn't affect it structurally. Those this are
the main differences, but that being gal vanized is the
standard that we typically use.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nmuch. And
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the decision then is flip a coin?

MR, ALMQUI ST: There are cases where the
County -- where particular jurisdictions may prefer
weat heri ng steel dependi ng on aesthetic opinions by the
jurisdiction. That would be the main decision point.
Effectively there wouldn't be a large difference froma
constructability point of view

MEMBER KRYDER: And has the deci sion been
taken at this point for this project?

MR ALMQUI ST: No, it has not.

MEMBER KRYDER  And do you expect it to be
t aken - -

MR, ALMQUI ST: The decision |likely would
align with the execution and final ternms of the
devel opnent service agreenent from Navajo County. |If
t hey made nention of weathering steel like |I nentioned
it's a very mninmal inpact to the project. W would just
choose the nmaterial choice that the County would require.

In the case that they don't have a
preference gal vani zed steel would be the choice just for
corrosi on resi stance, but both work for the project.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch.
That's very hel pful.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q M. Al ngui st, what are Navajo County's
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decomm ssioning requirenents for the gen-tie project?

A (M. Almguist) So | believe this question cane
from Menber Fontes. Menber Fontes, | actually reached
out to the County this norning, and going to read a
coupl e specific segnents fromtheir deconmm ssi oni ng bond
requi rements that the project would be aligning wth.

So the -- in reading here verbatim "The permt
and agreenent hol der shall maintain a decomm ssioning
bond in the anpbunt of the full deconm ssioning costs at
the end of the anticipated |ife of the project net
sal vaged val ue as estimated by a professional engi neer
registered in the state of Arizona. Said bond shall be
revi ewed and approved as to form substance, and anount
by the planning and devel opnent service departnment in
county attorney's office. The engineers estimate a
deconm ssi oni ng cost shall be renewed no | ess than every
five years by a professional engineer registered in the
state of Arizona and a copy of each renewed estinate
shall be provided to the planning and devel opnent service
departnent in county attorney's office to review and
approve. "

And, as | nentioned, these canme straight from
t he | anguage | received this nmorning from an i ndi vi dual
Cody Cooper who represents the planning and devel opnent
departnment at Navaj o County, and the project would abide
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by these regul ati ons.

Q M. Al nguist, where is the revenue fromthe PPA
held? In which entity?

A (M. Almguist) Correct. This is also a
question from Menber Fontes -- or answer for Menber
Font es.

The sinple answer is the PPAis held within the
project energy that the PPA' s executed with. In this
case, of course, being Chi mmey Canyon Sol ar, LLC. The
revenue of that PPA gets paid directly to that project
entity. And | think the intent of the question was
trying to understand where that revenue travels as the
proj ect devel ops.

And so when the project reaches nechani cal
conpletion, it is then transferred to CAEN, our public
stock, which would then be, | guess, in the unbrella of
t he Chi mmey Canyon Sol ar PPA, so | hope that answers the
questi on.

| have a little bit of a nore detailed, very
structured answer for you too if it's needed.

Q And let ne --

MEMBER FONTES: | think it does.
MR CROCKETT: |I'msorry, Menber Fontes, go
ahead.
MEMBER FONTES: | said | think that answers
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the question. | just want to nake sure that the
decomm ssi oni ng bond we know what that entity's going
to -- or that's going to be held and then any kind of
i nsurance where is that going to be held. Looking for
sone symmetry there.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q So, M. Al nguist, go ahead and pl ease respond to
those two foll ow ups from Menber Fontes.

A (M. Almguist) So | did confer with the
Cl earway team regardi ng deconm ssioning and howit's
i nsured, and the deconmi ssioning really has nore of its
own |l egs given its individual process. Now | can speak
much nore to the insurance that the project currently
hol ds and what will hold in the future.

So at the present tinme, | received this norning
to make sure | had an updated statenent of evidence of
liability through a certificate of liability insurance
that is currently active and held with the project. The
I nsured nmenbers are i ndeed both Chi mey Canyon Sol ar,
LLC, and d earway Energy G oup, LLC, for up to 5 mllion
in excess liability coverage, and, as | nentioned, this

amount reflects the project in its current devel opment

st age.
In addition, for reference or for additional
i nformation, property insurance wll also be held on the
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asset through the life of the project. But this property
i nsurance will change from devel opnent al so in
construction and operation as the physical assets of the
property change.
So | think here with the intent of your

question, the insured parties are both Chi mey Canyon
Sol ar, LLC, and C earway Energy G oup, LLC. But the bond
itself has -- | guess it is nore -- the surety bond has
nore | egs outside of the insurance policy to ensure in
the case -- worst-case scenari o Chi mey Canyon Sol ar,
LLC, were to disband, that bond would still be present.

MEMBER FONTES: That addresses ny concerns.
| just wanted to capture those for the record for the
public just so you know where that sits. Al too often
as stated conpanies cone in with a high level at the
corporate level and they stop there. W like to just get
it for the record as it applies to the CEC and the state
of Arizona.

So | appreciate you. | appreciate counsel
follow ng up on that as well. Thank you.

M. Chairman, over to you in case you have
questi ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Not yet. He's got -- |
have some questions that they're outstanding that they're
about to answer, | feel.
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MR. CROCKETT: Yeah, thank you. Thank you,
Chai rman Stafford. Thank you, Menber Fontes.

And I will follow up on one nore thing with
you. We have marked as an Exhibit CC 24 that's been
distributed to each of the nmenbers here, and | should
have -- you should have received a copy of that via
e-mail. It's a one-page sunmary of the -- naybe | tal ked
about this this norning | don't renmenber, but this is a
one- page di agram of how or where Chi mmey Canyon Sol ar,
LLC, resides within the corporate structure of C earway
Energy G oup, LLC

MEMBER FONTES: M. Crockett, the only
thing that, and it's -- by ny part, that | noted that
that didn't state is where are the -- what's the
jurisdiction of the Chimey Canyon Sol ar, LLC?

Is that Arizona or is that the Del aware --

MR, CROCKETT: No, let nme follow up with
M. Al ngui st on that.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q M. Al ngui st, where is Chimey Canyon, LLC --
Chi mmey Canyon Sol ar, LLC, | ncorporated?

A (M. Al myuist) Delaware.

Q And i s Chi nmmey Canyon, LLC -- I'msorry, | keep
doing that -- Chimey Canyon Solar, LLC, registered in
Arizona as a foreign limted liability conpany?
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A (M. Almguist) It is.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q Ckay. So, M. Alnguist, are there stock water
tanks located within the gen-tie project, and how w ||
the project inpact those stock water tanks?

A (M. Almyuist) This question for Menber Fant,
there are indeed stock water tanks on the site.
conferred with the | andowner person this norning and
revi ewed our | ease option docunents. W are
contractually obligated to not inpact those.

The | ocation of the stock water ponds can change
upon final design, but what's out there inevitably can't
be inpacted in the | ong run.

MEMBER FANT: Have you ever seen a bat take
a drink out of a stock water tank?

MR ALMQUI ST: |1'd like to witness it.

MEMBER FANT: Just hang out by a stock
wat er tank near sunset. And it's pretty cool. They cone
down and dive bonb |like (indicating) and get a drink
wi t hout | andi ng.

MR ALMQUI ST: It's inpressive.

MEMBER FANT: To avoid rats. Rats actually
| ocate around the pond and try and catch the bats when
they cone in to get a drink.
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MR ALMQU ST:  Wow.
MEMBER FANT: That's true.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q M. Al mgui st, can you now descri be Chi mey
Canyon Sol ar's best practices for environnmental and
bi ol ogi cal nonitoring during construction and al so
di scuss what is C earway Energy G oup's role versus that
of Chi mey Canyon Sol ar ?

A (M. Alnmguist) Yes. So this question applies
primarily to Menber Fontes. Menber Hill, you mght find
it alittle bit nore informative as wel|.

So this question earlier | wote up a bit of a
statenent to really clearly descri be how we go about
this, though.

So the environnmental and biol ogical nonitoring
is best described by outlining howit fits into our
overall permtting managenent for the project.

As Chi mey Canyon prepares for construction, the
permtting teamw th support of our permtting counsel,
which in this case is Tetra Tech, w || prepare what we
call a permt and condition conpliance matrix. Typically
in our best practices is done six to nine nonths prior to
construction. This lists all the permts required for
the project, its status, and responsibility between the
proj ect owner and the EPC
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So, for exanple, the CEC permt, of course, is
Chi mey Canyon Solar's responsibility, while the
mnisterial permits will be the responsibility of the
EPC.

Cbtaining all the required permts is the first
step that inforns our environnental and bi ol ogi cal
nonitoring practices that we'll get into a little bit
further, so.

And just for sonme background, C earway,

Deandra -- or, excuse nme, Ms. Cass previously nentioned
does have in-house staff assigned to every construction
project. These are environnental staff that are assigned
to biological and wildlife resources and ot her topics of
cul tural hazmat, SWPPP and SPCC air quality, everything
el se that we can consider environnentally.

So our process -- permtting process that |I'm
outlining in general then noves into its next review
phase where the devel opnent permtting teamw !l review
the environnental studies and the permts required in
coordination wth C earway's constructi on environnent al
team | just descri bed.

Col l ectively we determ ned what, if any,
addi tional BNPs need to be inplenented on the project, so
that determnation is what's used to informthe next
section of our conpliance matrix where the matrix w ||
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list out all of the permt conditions and then scope --
and the scope of each and what will be assigned to the
project and what will be assigned to our EPCs.

So how does this fit into the overall biologica
and envi ronnental nonitoring process? So we ensure the
compl i ance of the scope that | just described in that
matri x and the best practice that we' ve devel oped t hrough
the conpany's experience is to hire an i ndependent
bi ol ogi cal and environnmental nonitor that is outside of
t he EPC.

This nmonitor's scope on-site is to ensure the
conditions outlined in that matrix are -- excuse ne, are
done in accordance with the conditions outlined in the
conpl i ance matri Xx.

The nonitor scope also includes the authority to
i ssue stop work orders and provide adjustnents realtine
or other recomendati ons to the EPC

So to date | wanted to provide an additi onal
little bit of background. The question was asked where
we are at in our EPC contract. The EPC contractor has
been nore or less selected for the PV project, but that
is not necessarily the case for the gen-tie project.

And the environnmental teamat this point has
provi ded some recommendations of itens that they want to
be included in the EPC bids that will inevitably go out
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but, again, those are for the PV project not finalized,
still working through those bids and what that | ooks |ike
wth schedule inplications, and for the gen-tie project
the EPC project is not finalized either.

So as | previously nentioned, our process is to
develop this matrix six to nine nonths out from
construction. The primary reasoning for this is because
t he design | ayout and specifications for the project
facility as well as the gen-tie project are still in
early engi neering desi gn phases, and there could be
downstream i npacts dependi ng on what the final design
ends up | ooking |iKke.

| was di scussing with Deandra how we wanted to
explain this -- excuse ne, Ms. Cass how we wanted to
explain this, and, for exanple, in corridor 2B if we
built on the left side of it conpared to the right, there
woul d be different inpacts, so we need to understand
exactly what those corridors -- excuse ne, what the
actual route's going to be, and that will help inform
what sort of nonitoring and mtigation efforts we need
to -- we need to inpose upon that.

So | hope that answers the question on our best
practice. And to reflect it's alittle bit in the
earlier stages to truly define what those inpacts are
going to be, but this process really outlines how we go
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about that and when we'll have the final determ nations.

MEMBER FONTES: Post C. O D. on the gen-tie
as you transition to O&M and have annual conpliance
requi rements, how do you think about that in terms of
best practice, and is that an environmental nonitor that
you woul d use both on the solar and the BESS as well as
the gen-tie?

We' ve seen it done different ways.
CGbviously we're | ooking at that fromthe environnental
perspective as it pertains to the jurisdictional
responsibility that we have on a -- on a RACI natrix |
I magi ne you have. And that for the court reporter is
responsi bl e, accountabl e, consulted, informed.

RACI matrix is typically used by
devel opers. So | ooking for that as we transition from
EPC to commerci al operations date. Are you going to
conbi ne all of that under one or are you going to keep
this gen-tie separate?

MR ALMQUI ST: |1'mgoing to hand this
question off to Ms. Cass to elaborate a little bit
further on.

MS. CASS: Chairman and Menber Fontes,
simlar to how we have a handoff transition process from
devel opnent to construction, we al so have the sane thing
as we go fromconstruction to operations.
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The sane matri x that was prepared as we go
into construction is updated to check the status and
conpliance of all of those things.

Because this originates fromthe permt
requi renents that we have, it is designed to include all
stages i ncluding operational conditions. W
doubl e-checked to nmake sure that the construction
conditions are actually conplete and then identify what
t he operational conditions are such as there's any, you
know, annual nonitoring post-construction.

At this point, dearway, we have our own
internal process to track these things, and we have a
dat abase that the operational teamuses so that it can
keep track of the requirenents and the tinme line for
these as a fleet-wi de option. (Ooviously, the nost
i mportant way to do that is to have very hard m | estones
regarding the tinme line of these so that we can stay on
top of it and conply quickly and appropriately.

MEMBER FONTES:. Appreciate the background,
but ny question was nore focused on do you use a
third-party operator?

And when you do nonitoring for
envi ronnent al conpliance, do you conbine that with a
total project to include gen-tie, BESS, and solar? So
make sure you address that. That was the focus. But |
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appreci ate the background.

M5. CASS: Yes. As this -- this project
will be handled by dearway internal -- the solar, the
battery, and the gen-tie portion of this facility will be
handl ed coll ectively as one project within the C earway
and Chi ey Canyon Solar entity, and we wll not be
managi ng them separately.

MR ALMQUI ST: Menber Fontes, if | may, a
third-party nonitor would be invol ved during the
operati ons of the project.

MEMBER FONTES: You guys got it. Thank you
for capturing it for the record.

No further questions on ny part,

M. Chair man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR CROCKETT:

Q Ckay. M. Al nmguist, next topic. How does
Chi mey Canyon Sol ar propose or anticipate mtigating the
I npact of invasive species utilizing the access roads on
the project site?

A (M. Almguist) So, Chairman Stafford, Menber
Hill discussed this with our EPC team W require that
all vehicles and equi prent are cl eaned and washed
off-site and i nspected by a qualified biologist prior to
entering the project.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 344

All lay down in parking lots -- parking | ot
areas are capped with rock to prevent weed grow h,
i nvasi ve weed growh. And this is actually witten into
our EPC contract so if that trucks or equipnent is turned
away, we don't get the end owner delay that woul d ensue.
So that's how we mitigate invasive speci es.

Your question we discussed a little bit about
how it inforns the access routes thensel ves and how
they' re constructed. The access routes thenselves are
like | alluded to earlier nore so done based off the site
characteristics, but in order to, you know, still address
your question, these are the real neasures that we take
to prevent invasive species comng into the project.

MEMBER HI LL: M followup is that ny
experience is that when you open up those corridors and
you build a road, people will cone. So |I just wondered
how accessible wll the access roads be to the general
public in this particular project?

Because that's what's going to create
attractive nuisance and frankly bring in invasive
species. So --

MR ALMQUI ST: So any of the access roads
that we construct will be part of the project and won't
be public. So there is any public roads, of course, that
we woul dn't necessarily inprove unless it's required for
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t he equi pnent to come through or if that was devel oped
through a road use agreenent or sonething with the County
itself. But all the access roads, site access roads, are
not accessible to the public.

MEMBER HI LL: Great. Thanks.

BY MR CROCKETT:

Q Ckay. And finally this was on ny list, but we
had t al ked about a response fromthe White Muntain
Apache tribe M. Altaha. This is the May 21, 2025,
letter that Ms. -- | believe Ms. Cass tal ked about.

We have marked this as Exhibit CC 26. | have
not distributed it yet. |'mhappy to do that if you'd
like to talk about it. OQherwise, we will late file a
copy of this letter fromthe Wiite Muntain Apache Tri be.

CHWN STAFFORD: What's the date of that
letter?

MR, CROCKETT: May 21, 2025. And, Chairnman
Stafford, let ne just go ahead and read it. [It's not
very long. It's to Deandra Cass dated May 21, '25,
regardi ng the Chi nmey Canyon Sol ar project Navaj o County,
Ari zona.

"The White Mountain Apache Tribe historic
preservation office appreciates receiving information on
the project dated May 7, 2025. 1In regard to this, please
refer to the follow ng statenents below. Thank you for

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 346

allow ng the Wiite Mountain Apache Tri be the opportunity
to review and respond to the above proposed devel opnent
of a sustai nabl e energy production for communities south
of Joseph City and Interstate 40 in Navaj o County,
Arizona. Pl ease be advised we have reviewed the

i nformati on provided and we have determ ned t he proposed
transmssion line wll have no adverse effect on the
tribe's cultural heritage resources and/or historic
properties."”

| will add that "no adverse effect” is
bol ded and italicized in the letter.

"Thank you for the continued tri bal
engagenent and consultation and col |l aboration in
protecting and preserving places of cultural and
hi storical inportance. Sincerely, Mark Altaha" -- that's
A-L-T-A-H A -- Wiite Mountain Apache Tribe historic
preservation office.

So, Chairnman Stafford, if it's okay with
the commttee, | will just late file this Exhibit CC 26.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's fi ne.

MR CROCKETT: And | guess back to ne. So
we're in the homestretch here in ternms of our evidentiary
present ati on.

M. Al nguist, a few questions for you to
finish up.
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BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Did Chi mey Canyon Sol ar receive a data request
fromthe Arizona Corporation Conm ssion Uilities
D vision Staff?

A (M. Almguist) Yes, that's correct.

Q Did Chi mey Canyon respond to that data request?

A (M. Almguist) Yes.

Q There's been testinony that APS prepared a draft
system i npact study that includes the gen-tie project at
| east for phase 1.

Did Staff request a copy of that system i npact
study as a part of their data request?

A (M. Almguist) Yes.

Q Did the applicant provide a copy of the system
i npact study to Staff?

A (M. Almguist) Yes, that's correct.

Q And is a true and correct copy of that system
I npact study marked as Exhibit CC-18?

A (M. Almyuist) That's correct.

Q And, M. Alnguist, did Chairman Stafford al so
invite comments fromUtilities D vision Staff regarding
t he Chi mmey Canyon Sol ar gen-tie project?

A (M. Almguist) Yes, that's correct in a letter
dat ed on Novenber 13 of 2025, which is also filed in the
docket .
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Q Did Comm ssion Staff provide a response in that
letter from Chairman Stafford?

A (M. Almguist) Yes. Also filed in the docket
on Decenber 10, 2025.

Q M. Al nmguist, is Exhibit CCG17 a true and
correct copy of the Staff's Decenber 10, 2025, letter?

A (M. Almguist) Yes.

Q Woul d you for the record read Staff's concl usi on
on page 2 of that letter?

A (M. Almyuist) "Staff states the foll ow ng:
Based on Staff's review of the application the
applicant's response to a Staff-issued data request, as
well as the systeminpact study perforned by APS, Staff
bel i eves the proposed 500kV project could inprove the
reliability and safety of the grid, and the delivery of
power in Arizona provided that the identified upgrades
are installed. Since a systeminpact study was not
provi ded for the 345kV routes, Staff is unable to comment
on the potential inpacts to the grid. Should the |ine
siting commttee recommend approval of a CEC, Staff
recommends that the line siting conmmttee include a
condition requiring the applicant be responsi ble for any
future network upgrades necessary to interconnect the
project if new concerns directly related to the project
are identified."
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Q And | will note for the record that was actually
page 3 of the Staff |letter and not page 2.

M. Al mgui st, does Chi nmney Canyon Sol ar
acknow edge that the project would be responsible for
future network upgrades necessary to interconnect the
project as determ ned by APS?

A (M. Almyuist) Yes. The applicant accepts
financial responsibility for future network upgrades
necessary for the project as will be determ ned by and
coordi nated with APS.

Q Has Chi mey Canyon Sol ar submitted proposed
fornmse of certificates of environnental conpatibility?

A (M. Almguist) |Indeed, yes, that was filed in
docket corral on Decenber 10 -- excuse ne, Decenber 9,
2025.

Q Are the two proposed CECs identified as Exhibits
CC-19 and CC- 207

A (M. Almguist) Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you had a
questi on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | do. Thank you,
M. Chairman.

Are the 345kV lines that Staff is referring
tois that 2A and 2B or is -- | had understood that 2A
and 2B woul d either be 345 or 500.
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MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Little, so Staff is referring to the fact that the system
i npact study does not nake nmention of a 345kV. So the
recommendation followed by Staff is in regards to what
the interconnection project currently is. So the system
I npact study stage that we currently are in is regarding
the first phase of the project which is indeed only
500kV.

Since we are not in the position to really
speak to if the project will in the long-term
i nterconnect into Sitgreaves which is the 345kV option --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR ALMQUI ST: -- that is the reason Staff
IS not providing any conment on that matter.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And | guess I'ma little
confused about what the status of -- as far as the
studi es go, what the status is of those 345kV |lines. Do
you have a queue position for phase 2 or no queue
position yet? You haven't talked to themyet? Wat's
the status of that?

MR ALMQI ST: So ny best recollection, we
i ndeed bid Phase 2 of the project into Sitgreaves in the
2025 APS RFP and didn't get shortlisted. And so the
project would be evaluated in the upcom ng RFP. Studies
haven't progressed near as far along as phase 1 at this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 351

poi nt .

MEMBER LI TTLE: So were you to be sel ected
by either SRP or APS and were, say, APS and how do | put
this -- and so then would your project -- the studies
woul d then begin for phase 2 --

MR ALMQUI ST I n essence, correct. In the
case that APS awards the project at Sitgreaves, studies
woul d then progress pretty substantially after that point
to determ ne further what the network upgrades woul d be
that would nove then into the facilities study and so on
and so on.

But since the project does not have -- has
not even reached a shortlist at the Sitgreaves substation
it is -- 1 understand the concern, but it is alittle
unknown at this point until we have nore interest from
the utility specifically where the offtake's going to be
del i vered to.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And what about the
possibility if instead of using Sitgreaves you're
actually able to put a second circuit on the pole |line
and go into Choll a?

Was that part of the study or was it just
t he phase -- single-circuit phase 1 500kV |line that goes
into Cholla that has been studied to this point?

MR ALMQUI ST: So the actual award doesn't
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define necessarily if it's a single circuit or double
circuit, but what is studied is 500kV delivering
375 negawatts into Cholla with the offtaker being SRP
That's the conditions of the system i npact study.

Now, in the case the additional phase gets
awarded at Cholla that will require a ot of extra
diligence on top of that, and we hope that is the
i nevitable outcone, |less gen-tie to construct and
deliverability at one PO, but that wasn't the condition
that it was studied on.

Because we were only sel ected for
375 negawatts to deliver into a 500kV bus that was the
paranmeters of the systeminpact study.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That answers ny questi ons.
Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: So phase 2 does not have a
gueue position for interconnection any place, then?

MR, ALMQUI ST: Phase 2 to ny
recollection -- | would like to defer a little bit to our
I nterconnection teamto nake sure. The Chi mey Canyon
project is ever evolving between those routes and POs --
was i ndeed bid into the 2025 APS RFP at Sitgreaves to
reflect --

CHWN STAFFORD: That's an RFP for the
of ftake; correct?
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MR ALMQUI ST: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: But does it have a queue
position for the interconnection queue?

Because a | ot of tines these projects cone
in and they're -- they're in the interconnecti on queue,
but they don't have a contract for the offtake yet.

So |'msaying but this one the phase 2 is

in the opposite position where it is not in the queue,

but -- and it's trying to bid the offtake first before it
gets into the interconnection queue. |Is that -- is that
nmy -- mny understandi ng correct?

MR, ALMQUI ST: So right now what we do have
a queue position for, and I'm-- again, | outlined kind
of the phase 1 offtake scenario. W do have a queue
position for the entirety project -- of the project
capacity at Cholla. W do not have one at Sitgreaves.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. GCkay. So that's
only the phase 1, though, the 375; right?

MR ALMQUI ST: So 375 is -- so we bid
several different configurations into AP -- into SRP, and
that's what was sel ected, but our queue position is for
the full 750 at Choll a.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So you have -- so
the systeminpact study is for the full 750 at Chol |l a?

MR ALMQU ST:  Unh- huh.
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CHWN STAFFORD: But you only have a
contract for half of that offtake, then?

MR ALMQUI ST: That's the current status.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. GCkay. So -- all
right. So you had --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: One second. So -- okay.

So that nakes -- so what's -- for that one you' d have to
take -- SRP woul d have to take the offtake then for you

to conplete that interconnection with the double circuit
for this Route 1; correct?

MR ALMQUI ST: That is the nost opti nal
outcone. There is indeed a case to deliver to APS via
Route 1. It would require a different queue position and
a lot of transm ssion and technical chall enges because it

woul d be on one gen-tie like that.

But there is that option is still present
to us.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then and so for
Routes 2A or 2B do those -- does interconnection to

Sitgreaves, does that have a queue position?
MR ALMQU ST: | do not believe so, no.
CHWN STAFFORD: kay. GCkay. So | guess --
so l'"mjust going to talk through howthis is going to
wor K.
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So if you do -- because you're bidding the
next 375 into the future RFPs for the production. So if
it does go to APS, then you need to get into their
i nt erconnecti on queue to connect at Sitgreaves; right?

MR ALMQU ST: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Just to nmake sure
under st ood what was goi ng on here.

MR, ALMQUI ST: And apol ogi es for any
confusion on that regard. It is an interesting
particul ar project situation even for nyself to digest.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. R ght. Because
you're in a different situation than what we usually see
because you have a contract for the offtake for half of
the project, but that whole project is bid into the
queue, but now you're going to have to do it -- if you're
going to get awarded a different contract for the rest of

the offtake, you're going to have to get a different

queue position to connect at a different spot. | just
want to make sure | -- it was all straight in ny head
her e.

Member Little, did you have a foll ow up

questi on?
MEMBER LI TTLE: | think | have it straight.
Thank you.
MR. CROCKETT: Ckay.
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BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Ckay. M. Alnmguist, regarding the form CECs
that were filed in the docket, did they utilize the
format of certificates that have been issued by the line
siting conmmittee in recent cases?

A (M. Almguist) Yes.

Q Is Exhibit CC-22 a copy of the proposed
Exhibit A to be attached to the proposed CEC 255-A?

A (M. Almguist) That's correct.

Q | s Exhibit CC-23 a copy of the proposed
Exhibit A to be attached to proposed CEC- 255-B?

A (M. Almguist) Correct.

Q M. Al nguist, are Exhibits CC7A and CC- 7B,
whi ch we' ve been di scussing all day, are those true and
correct copies of the PowerPoint presentation that we' ve
been | ooki ng at?

A (M. Almguist) That's correct. They are.

Q Is Exhibit CC-21 a copy of the route tour
itinerary and nmap had the commttee nenbers voted to take
a physical tour of the project?

A (M. Al nmguist) Yes.

Q Do you have any concl udi ng remarks regardi ng the

gen-tie project or the application, either you or

Ms. Cass?
A (M. Almguist) | just want to say on behal f of
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the w tness panel thank you to Chairnman Stafford and
commttee nenbers. You know, we appreciate the
t hought ful questions and understand that your job to
eval uate these gen-tie corridors is difficult. There's a
lot that goes into it. And so not to even nention that
we're doing this during holiday tine.

So thank you for your attention to the
presentati on, and we hope that you got all the answers
t hat you needed.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Member Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have sone questions --
sone kind of foll owup questions on things, cleanup
questions | guess they are.

s now the tine?

CHWN STAFFORD: | think so.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. |In the application
in Terracon's report at the very beginning of the report,
they are tal king about an undocunented landfill. And it
says, "The suspected undocunented landfill to the
sout heast of the site gen-tie corridor and the unknown
contents represent a recogni zed environnental condition
to the site."

| didn't hear any nention of that in our
present ati on.
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MR CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Little, are you referring to the Exhibit CC 25? The
bi ological? O are we -- what exhibit are you referring
to?

VEMBER LI TTLE: I'"'mreferring to Exhibit B,
the environnental report of the application.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. CASS: Chairman and Menber Little, |
can speak to that.

We included the phase 1 environnental site
assessnent as a sign of the due diligence that has been
conmpleted for this project. Because the requirenents of
the -- of the CEC process does not include tal king about
hazardous materials that m ght be on-site, it was not
further described in either our application or our
present ati on.

We have vi ewed and noted the presence of
that landfill as well as the size of it and its relation
to the gen-tie corridor. It is our intent to span that
and not inpact it in any sort of way.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So it's relatively small?

M5. CASS: Correct. | don't know what page
it's on, but I believe there is actually a map of it
further along in the report. And if you give ne a few
nonents, | can actually direct you to that page.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. That woul d be good
i f you coul d.

| just wanted to put it on the record. You
know, there's a lot of material here, so it was a little
hard for me to foll ow what was done before, what was done
current.

Also in the Terracon report in the
application, there is a statenent that says, "Subsequent
to any geol ogi cal site reconnai ssance perfornmed on the
northern portion, we would recomend a prelimnary
exploration and pile | oad test program be perforned to
gain a better understanding of the potential cost iInpacts
of the shall ow bedrock and potentially high corrosivity
that is anticipated on the site.”

| didn't hear any nention of that either.

MS. CASS: Could you please clarify which
docunment you're referring to.

MEMBER LI TTLE: This is all under tab 3,
and it's part of the Terracon report entitled, "Hol brook
Subsi dence Assessnent.”

M5. CASS: | will defer to M. Neely in
just a bit here. But as part of regul ar devel opnent for
our solar and our gen-tie process, we w |l conduct
addi ti onal geotechnical investigations. Wat was
conducted to date was considered nore of a reconnai ssance
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and did not include borings or any other aspects of
geotech such as pile |load testing, test pits, or other
types.

M. Neely, do you have anything to add?

MR NEELY: No. No, you're right. W
haven't done any fornal exploration for the gen-tie |ines
at all along any of the corridors.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you. That --
| just wanted to have a response to that on the record
because it was in the application.

And | have one -- | think just one further
question, and that is what a final -- this is not exactly
directly in our hula hoop, but what about fire coverage?
The fire coverage for the project was nentioned in a
coupl e of spots, but it was -- in both places it was with
reference to fire departnents that said, oh, we don't --
we' re not responsible for that.

So |I'mjust wondering about fire coverage
for the --

MR, CROCKETT: Chairnman -- |'msorry.
Chairman Stafford, Menber Little, M. Almguist is able to
respond to that question.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Little, what we have in place currently is a fire service
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agreenent with Navajo County. The project first | think
executed the first fire service agreenent in 2014 surely.
We just renewed it here recently.

What that essentially entails is first a
financial contribution to the fire departnent. Wy is
this the place -- this in case? To nake sure that they
have the resources they do need in order to respond.
There are a |l ot of projects out there, and, you know, in
nmy discussions with the chief at the fire departnment,
Rusty DeSpain, there's concern. You know, they want to
be prepared on how they're going to respond.

Secondly, what the fire service agreenent
entailed is annual training. The fire departnent as well
as the applicant will be responsible for joint training,
and this is largely guided by, one, our technol ogy and
best practices and, two, the practical know edge that the
fire departnent bring on how to access the site and how
best to manage a crisis situation.

Some of the planning that cones -- which is
also involved in that is the fire departnment wll set an
emer gency response area on the site specifically, so in
the case there is an energency, they know exactly where
to go and where to bring their resources. This includes,
for exanple, a helicopter landing pad. It's a pretty
robust strategy that's devel oped hand and fist with the
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| ocal fire departnent.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That's good to
have on the record al so. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

VEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | think
that's it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menmber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Two questions now actually.

| assunme for your fire response they just
isolate and allow fires on the battery storage to burn
out on-site?

MR ALMQU ST: (Nodded head.)

MEMBER FANT: (Okay. One other question for
Ms. Cass on the landfill. | assune that's just an old
ranch landfill probably?

M5. CASS: That's correct. So |'ve
identified the page that has the mapping of this.
believe it's page 60 of the approxi mately 1300- page PDF
file of the application. It shows two -- two maps with
one as a subset of the other, and it shows the | ocation
of this undocunented -- perfect -- shows the |ocation of
this undocunented landfill. This is not a nunici pal
landfill. And instead it was sonething that was kind of
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just found because of the historic use of this area as
range | and.

And as you can see here, it's a pretty
smal |l location that we will have no troubl e avoi di ng.

MEMBER FANT: I n your opinion -- oh, one
| ast question.

I n your opinion, wll the presence of the
landfill inpact either construction or operation of the
transm ssion |ine?

M5. CASS: No.

MEMBER FANT:  Thanks.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Crockett, | believe I
had a coupl e outstandi ng questi ons about cul tural
resour ces.

MR, CROCKETT: Yes, you did, Chairnan.
Thank you for remnding me. | asked Dr. Huntley to
initially respond to the question.

BY MR, CROCKETT:

Q Dr. Huntley, | believe the Chairnman was asking
about the nunber of eligible sites on each of the route
options as well as whether or not the State Hi storic
Preservation Ofice agrees with the eligibility listing
for those sites.

So woul d you pl ease di scusses that now?

A (Dr. Huntley) Yes, | wll.
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And just point of clarification, the SHPO
coments at this point do not specify whether they agree
or di sagree or concur or do not concur. They sinply ask
for nore information to justify our interpretations.

And so what we have is on Route 1, we have one
recommended eligible site. This is a newy discovered
site, and the SHPO had no comrents regarding this site's
eligibility. For Route 2A we have nine eligible sites,
all of which are new.

And on this line there were five we recommended
as not eligible, and it's two of those that the SHPO has
requested additional information for.

For Route 2B there are no sites neither
previ ously docunented nor new sites.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR CROCKETT: And, Chairman Stafford, at
this point I would nove into evidence Exhibits CC 1
t hr ough CC- 26.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Before we nove into
sonet hing el se, kind of |ike Menber Little | just have
some cl ose-up questions.

For the benefit of the public and
acknowl edging that this commttee has no jurisdiction
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over the solar and the battery storage project, can you
describe how this gen-tie line along with the solar and
battery storage will contribute to the grid reliability
in a post-coal environment |ike Navajo County?

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman St afford, Menber
Mercer, | can speak to that.

The project, especially in this area,
really does contribute very positively to lay out the
post-coal Cholla power plant environment that you
nmentioned. |It's -- the reduction of that anpunt of power

on the regional grid as a whole, it strains the entire

grid.

You know, the grid was designed -- the
Chol l a power plant -- excuse ny |ack of history know edge
here -- has been around for quite sone tine. And that

i njected capacity. The infrastructure over the past few
decades was really built around that injection capacity
ri ght there.

And so the | oss of that just provides
general strain across the grids. Because the power
that's needed in Joseph Gty, Navajo County is stil

there, and it's having to get that dispatched from other

sour ces.
So having not only solar but the battery
storage portion has -- creates a huge inprovenent in
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terns of reliability specifically at that point of

i nterconnection where this power is really needed. As |
nmenti oned, the grid has been devel oped over however nany
decades around that injection kind of being the norm

So it takes nore -- we like to discuss that
1 nmegawatt of coal does not equal 1 negawatt of sol ar
generation, and so there's a -- there's a huge denand and
need for these projects to deliver power there.

MEMBER MERCER  So that takes ne to ny next
questi on.

In very general ternms and -- do you have
any idea how nany of these projects |like solar and
battery storage projects wll take to replace this |egacy
coal plant?

MR ALMQUI ST: It's a good question. And I
t hi nk, of course, defers to what the average production
capacity was of Cholla conpared to what we expect across
projects to deliver.

There is a rule of thunb. | would like to
ki nd of maybe shore up ny know edge and get back with you
on that in the next few mnutes, but it will definitely
take nore than the original capacity that Cholla
devel oped -- or, excuse ne, that Cholla was generating.

But I will work on finding sone of those
figures and | et you know exactly what our expectation is
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on that.

MEMBER MERCER: That would be good. And
the reason |I'm asking this question is because | can see
the inpact that projects like this have in the
envi ronnent, nunber one, and how huge this these projects
are. | nean, the solar project is -- just goes forever
and ever and ever up and down. And | just want to have
an idea for the public so they know, so | know, so
everybody's educated on this issue.

MR ALMQI ST: Absolutely. | will work on
the capacity to absolutely Cholla and also try to give
you a bal | park understandi ng of the acreage requirenent.

MEMBER MERCER  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Qui ck questi on.

Joseph City is served by APS; correct?

MR. CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, that's ny
under st andi ng, but I'Il ask my witnesses if they have a
di fferent under st andi ng.

MR, ALMQUI ST: There is to a degree utility
services from SRP at the Cholla Substation. To ny
under st andi ng, though, you're correct APS just serves
directly Joseph City.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | wanted to foll ow up on
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Menber Mercer's inquiries about the acreage piece and the
environnental inpacts. And | just -- | want to nake sure
t hat we use these nunbers in the right context.

| think -- | think there is sone concern
about renewabl e energy projects taking up nore | and. But
when you | ook at the cumul ative inpacts of other firm
technol ogi es that are often conpared to renewabl es, there
is a land base inpact. You're mning for coal. You have
certain em ssions associated with the production of
electricity.

| think it's really hard to just pick one
nmetric, a spatial netric to conpare these things. So |
just want to be sensitive. |'mhappy to hear the nunbers
on how nmany acres of solar you need to replace so nany
nmegawatts of coal generation or other firm generation.

But | really want to caution us about having a di scussion
to conpare those kinds of things. Because | think the

I npacts -- |'msure soneone really smart has done this.
But | just want to caution us in this group to conpare
generation that we don't have jurisdiction over to.

So --

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. M. Crockett,
the only witness we haven't really covered is CC-5. That
was for -- the witness summary for M. Skul stad, which
she was absent so she was replaced by Ms. Shaney.
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Do you want to wi thdraw CC- 57

MR CROCKETT: Yes, we'll w thdraw CC 5.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And I've got
copi es of everything except for CC26. |f you could get
a hard copy to nyself and the court reporter. Today or
tonmorrow norning will be sufficient.

Wth that, Exhibits nunber CC-1 through 4
and CC-6 through 26 are admtted.

(Exhibits CC-1 through CC-4 and CC-6
t hrough CC-26 were admitted.)

MR. CROCKETT: Thank you, Chairnan
St af f or d.

And |l et ne ask for your preference at this
poi nt .

W' ve obviously got the two proposed CECs
which are relatively standard in their format. W do
have al so Exhibit As that we've submtted. Those are --
those are fairly el aborate exhibits, alittle nore
| engthy than what |'ve typically seen in the past.

Do you want to di scuss those now during the
evidentiary portion of this or do you want to take those
up when we get to tal king through the CEC, the two
pr oposed CECs?

CHWN STAFFORD: My suggestion is that we
take a brief recess now W' ve been going about 90
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mnutes. |It's about that tinme. During the break, | can
send out Chairman's 1 through 4 for the two CECs. And

t hen when we get back, how about you give your closing
before we start discussing the CECs?

MR CROCKETT: Ckay. But, again, if we
have -- if the commttee nenbers have questions on the
Exhibit A, we can -- we can handle that while you're
di scussing the -- you know, the CEGCs.

Are you confortable with that?

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. | think once you
gi ve your closing we can start tal ki ng about the CECs.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wth that let's take a 10
to 15-m nute recess.

(Recess from4:36 p.m to 4:59 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
recor d.

M. Crockett, | think w're ready for your
cl osi ng.

MR. CROCKETT: Thank you, Chairnan
Stafford, Menbers of the Committee.

First off I'd like to thank you all for
bei ng here yesterday and today and part of tonbrrow it
| ooks Iike at this point. | appreciate your attention,
your thoughtful preparation, and the questions that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 371

you've presented. It's been, you know, a great | earning
experience for ne on sone of these questions, and | think
it's been good to get the information on the record.

The applicant, Chi mey Canyon Sol ar, LLC,
as you have seen has done a lot of work on this project.
There's been a | ot of studies done with an eye toward
maki ng sure that this project is environnentally
conpati ble with this area.

The generating units at the Choll a power
plant, the first unit cane online in 1962 with --
subsequent units 2, 3, and 4 comng online in 1978, 1980,
and 1981. So this power plant has been around for
decades producing energy in the northeastern part of
Arizona, and it's been an inportant part of our energy
production in Arizona.

As these energy units have been retired
there's been a great need to replace that energy with
cl ean, renewabl e energy both photovoltaic and w nd energy
in this area, which is uniquely suited for wi nd projects.

And so we've put a lot of thought and
effort into this project and believe it's a well-designed
project that will produce great benefits for this area
and for the state of Arizona.

I n nmy opening statenent, | made sone
predi cti ons here about what the evidence would show, and
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| said that the Chi mey Canyon Sol ar gen-tie project
supports public -- inportant public interest benefits
consistent with the factors in AR S. Section 40-365. 06.
And | went through these, and I'l| repeat them again

her e.

Nunber one, the project optim zes | and use
and mini m zes environnental inpact. The gen-tie routes
have been selected to avoid sensitive sites, reduce |and
di sturbance and conply with applicable siting and
permtting requirements in an area with significant
exi sting and planned utility infrastructure.

Two, this enables grid access for renewabl e
resources. The gen-tie |lines provide the physical and
operational |ink between the solar and BESS facilities
and the transm ssion systemall owi ng clean energy to be
delivered to | oad centers.

Three, this project inproves system
reliability and resilience. The gen-tie |lines enhance
grid stability by integrating dispatchabl e storage and
provi di ng redundancy in transm ssion pat hways.

And, four, this project advances statew de
sustainability goals. The project aligns with the
Ari zona Corporation Conm ssion's integrated resource
pl anni ng obj ectives by diversifying Arizona's energy m x
and reduci ng carbon intensity.
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The application filed by Chi mey Canyon
Sol ar includes all of the information and studies
required by AR S. Title 40, Chapter 2, Article 6.2 and
Ari zona Admi nistrative Code Title 14, Chapter 3, Article
2. And specifically the application includes all of the
i nformati on and eval uati ons and docunentation relevant to
the project that's outlined in Arizona Adm nistrative
Code Rule R-14-3-219 Exhibit A

The public outreach in this project was
robust and extensive and | would submt effective.
We've -- there's been many ways for the public to
participate in this project. W've had no intervenors.
We had one public comenter, soneone that is an owner of
land that's subject to this project, and she spoke in
favor of the project and provided | think additional
reasons for the commttee to approve this project.

The project is consistent, as | said, wth
AR S. 40, Section 360.06 and the factors that you
consider as a line siting conmttee. And you' ve done
your -- you've done your job well the | ast coupl e of
days. You've asked a | ot of good questions where there
was i nformation mssing fromthe record. W' ve
suppl enented that information. And | think that you can
feel confortable voting to approve the CECs after we've
been able to go through them
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As | indicated, we've submtted proposed
CECs, a CEC 255-A that would be retained by the applicant
and a CEC- 255-B that would be transferred to APS for
t hose portions of the gen-tie that APS will own -- wll
construct, own, and operate fromthe point of change of
ownership to the interconnection at the APS Chol |l a
Substation or the APS Sitgreaves Sw tchyard.

We' ve provided exhibits to the -- an
Exhibit A to those CECs, which is detailed. 1I1t's nore
detailed than the exhibits that |1've been accustoned in
the past. W' ve attenpted to provide a | ot of detai
regardi ng the di nensions of the corridors that we're
seeki ng.

We recogni ze that these corridors are --
are relatively large for this project, but we think that
we' ve presented conpel ling evidence why the corridors
need to be the size that they are. There are cultural
resources in this area. There's geologic constraints in
this area that necessitate the need for flexibility for
the applicant as they construct this project so that they
can make sure that they construct it in a way that is the
nost environnmentally conpatible with the area. And
that's certainly their intent to do. They've nade a
nunber of commtnents on the record in this proceedi ng
regarding how this project will nove forward and what
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they will do to protect the environnent and nake sure
that they address all of the issues that have cone up.

| will note, again, that while the
corridors are wide, that the right-of-way we're
requesting is relatively small, 150 feet wide. And so we
wll -- we will obviously honor that. W will utilize
t he fewest nunber of structures that we can, consistent
w th sound engi neering for the project.

And as we've heard in the testinony, the
| ast couple of days, we will certainly be using Route 1
of the -- proposed Route 1. W're asking for you to al so
approve Routes 2A and 2B with the corridors that we' ve
requested there so that phase 2 of this project wll have
a path to the Sitgreaves Switchyard if that is where we
are ultimately able to interconnect.

As | nentioned, again, earlier the -- these
rights -- or these corridors are not exclusive, and we
certainly have worked wth the | andowner, and the
| andowner's been an integral part of making sure that
those projects coexist with one another and that everyone
that needs to get to a substation is able to do that.

And so we commit to continue to work with the | andowner
and with the other developers in the area to make sure
that all of these projects coexist and that we can get

the cl ean renewabl e energy to where we need it to be.
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So wth that, we would ask that you after
review ng these proposed CECs and maki ng any changes or
edits that you believe are necessary that you approve
CEC- 255- A and CEC- 255- B.

Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Crockett.

The nenbers shoul d have Chairman's 2 and 4,
whi ch are the PDF version of CEC 255-A and B on the
tabl ets.

W' re not going to start voting on them
this evening. | just wanted to have nenbers | ook at them
and let the applicant know if they're going to have any
suggest ed | anguage.

| did -- | want to point out in the
CEC-255-A 1 did add Condition 17 for the applicant to
provi de Conmi ssion Staff with a copy of al
i nt erconnection agreenents for the solar array and the
BESS subject to the existing protective agreenent with
Comm ssion Staff and that they will conmply wth al
requi rements contained in those agreenents because
they're going to have one for the initial 375 and then
another for the additional 375. That's ny under standi ng.

s that correct?

MR ALMQUI ST: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD. Gkay. Thank you.
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Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Can we ask questions about
t hese drafts?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. That's what we're --

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: We're going to just chat
them up now so we're ready to go in the norning at 9 a.m
shar p.

MEMBER HILL: |I'mgreat at chatting it up,

Condi ti on Nunber 5, | wasn't sure where the
applicant |anded on the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
recomendati ons, whether or not they wanted to include
| anguage about the letters fromArizona Gane and Fish as
appl i cabl e and feasible or whether they wanted to amend
Exhi bit CC-16.

MR CROCKETT: I|I'msorry, | was sneezing.
| apol ogi ze, Menber Hill.

The options were nodi fying | anguage in
Condition 5 or anendi ng Exhi bit CC 16.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, that was ny
recol | ecti on.

MR CROCKETT: And but -- and so anendi ng
Exhibit CC-16 to incorporate all of the fish and game
recomrendations i s that what you're suggesting?
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MEMBER HI LL: The ones that we tal ked about
so that we have on the record -- | realize that you have
best nmanagenent practices. You wal ked us through that.
But | want to nake -- | don't think there was anyt hing
t hat Gane and Fi sh requested around preconstruction
construction-related things that couldn't be added to the
list. So |l was -- | was expecting that there would be an
addition either to Exhibit CC16 or Menber Little
suggested that we reference the letters from Gane and
Fish and say -- let ne | ook up the | anguage that she
nment i oned.

MS. CASS: If | may, Menber Hill

MEMBER HILL: | think nmaybe a
recomrendati on that kind of incorporates what Menber
Little was saying is maybe we can revi se the | anguage for
Condition 5 to reference the |atest Arizona Gane and Fi sh
departnent letter as further -- so we'll reference that,
but then also say as also clarified in the, you know,
response matrix in Exhibit CC- 16, and therefore we're
referenci ng both docunents, and it doesn't require
updati ng one of the exhibits at this point.

CHWN STAFFCORD: And quick foll ow up.

Where is the |atest Gane and Fish letter in
t he record?

M5. CASS: It isin nmultiple |ocations. |
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bel i eve the nost recent submttal of that would be in the
updat ed scoping, which is CC-15, and we'll be able to
find the appendix within that to reference.

MR CROCKETT: And Chairnman Stafford, just
it is Exhibit CCG15. It is Appendix G Arizona Gane and
Fi sh departnment communications. And there are both
|etters referenced in there, the July 8 letter and the
June 23, 2025, letter, and | just ask Ms. Cass to confirm
| think that the relevant letter here at the June 23,
2025, letter because that basically updated the year --
the letter fromfish and gane a year earlier as the
proj ect scope was expanded a little bit. So --

M5. CASS: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And then |
guess another option would be to -- ny concern with that
is that's -- ny recollection of Exhibit 15 is |ike
170 pages | ong.

Does that sound about right?

MR CROCKETT: And, Chairman, it does sound
about right. Yeah, it's a fairly lengthy exhibit. There
was a |lot of public outreach. But we could -- we could
potentially late file a copy of this as a separate
st andal one exhibit, the fish and gane letter. It would
be CC 27.

CHWN STAFFORD: O we could just attach the
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letter as an Exhibit Bto the certificate itself. W've
done before in other matters, but they just -- it was
witten -- they took -- they conbined several different
things and put theminto an Exhibit B that was a |list of
mtigation neasures they were -- they would agree to
undertake, and that was referenced as an Exhibit B to the
certificate itself.

MR. CROCKETT: And | guess our concern wth
the fish and gane letter is it's broader than just the
gen-tie project, and is that -- Ms. Cass, is that right?

M5. CASS: Yes. Two itens. One, it's
broader than the gen-tie project; and, two, our response
matri x does -- does still address many of the
reconmendations that are in there, and we do want those

responses to be formally accounted for.

MR CROCKETT: And that -- and Chairnman
Stafford --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Hol d on one second.

MR CROCKETT: That is because the fish and
gane have basically signed off on that fromour -- you

know, from our position in their e-mail response where
they indicated that they'd reviewed the matri x and they
didn't have any further comments.

So, you know, one thing we'd tal ked about
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was | anguage that we would conply with the requirenents
of fish and gane as those are laid out in the -- as the
conpany has commtted to in the matrix, Exhibit CC 16 and
such -- you know, and such other recommendations in the
fish and gane letter that are specifically applicable to
this project. And we can -- we can overni ght nmaybe cone
up with Ianguage to nodify Condition 5 that we can
present to you tonorrow.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | woul d just suggest --
t hank you, M. Chairnman.

| woul d just suggest that we change the
follow ng, the last sentence of 5 to say, "The applicant
commts to followthe mtigation nmeasures -- |lines
described in hearing -- or in the AGF and D |l etter dated
what ever it's dated, found wherever it's found, as
appli cable and feasible and as clarified in hearing
Exhi bit CC-16."

That woul d be ny suggesti on.

MR. CROCKETT: And | see a nodding --

MEMBER LI TTLE: They've got -- then we've
got the words as it applies to the transm ssion |ine.
We've got the CC-16 in there, and we've got the letter in
t here.

MR CROCKETT: | think that would -- |
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think that would work fromthe applicant's perspective.

M5. CASS: Yes, that is correct. W -- |
think we did lose you for just a little bit as you were
readi ng of f your sentence.

Do you mnd reading it off again?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | didn't wite it down.
It's in ny head.

MEMBER HILL: | think she froze again.

CHWN STAFFCORD: You froze again, Menber
Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Sorry. "The applicant
commts to followthe mtigation nmeasures that apply to
the transmi ssion |ine as described in the AGF and D
| etter dated bl ank, found bl ank, as applicable and
feasible, and as further clarified in hearing
Exhi bit CC-16."

MS. CASS: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: And you can just say
project and not transm ssion |ine because that's how
the -- it's howit's --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght .

CHWN STAFFORD: The project is just the
transm ssion line for purposes of the CEC

MEMBER LI TTLE: Good. Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: A question for Menber Little.
Menber Little, is that your effort to -- to nake sure
that the revegetation, the invasive species, the
construction practices are all part of this or -- the
date of the letter matters, and so that's why |I'm ki nd of
curious whether you were trying to capture all of those
t hi ngs.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | was trying to capture al
of those things. Are all of those things not in that
second letter?

MEMBER HI LL: Well, there's -- you guys
want to -- | assune the applicant wants to use letter 3
and the third letter; is that right?

MEMBER LI TTLE: There isn't a third letter
It's the second letter; right?

M5. CASS: Correct. There are only two
letters fromthe departnent.

MEMBER HI LL: | was thinking about the
e-mail being a letter that -- okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That would --

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. So you're talKking
about the June 23 letter?

MS. CASS: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.
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MR CROCKETT: And I -- and, Menber H I,
Chairman Stafford, | believe that's what Menber Little is
tal ki ng about is that nost recent from Ari zona Gane and
Fish that's the nore extensive that includes, you know, a
nunber of things. That's dated June 23, 2025.

That letter -- I'mgetting a thunbs-up from
Menber Hill. That letter super -- well, | don't know if
it superseded, but it was a subsequent letter to the
original letter because the scope of the project had
increased a little bit.

s that right, M. Cass?

M5. CASS: Yes, that is correct.

MR CROCKETT: And so that's --

MEMBER LI TTLE: I --

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | amin agreenent with all
of that. | still have sone concern over the fact that 2A
and 2B were only a desktop analysis for the biol ogical
and water and everything else. And |I'mnot quite sure
how to handl e t hat.

MEMBER HI LL: So | had sonme other thoughts

on that.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.
MEMBER HILL: | too want to nake sure that
as those surveys cone forward that they -- you offer
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further consultation wth Gane and Fish. | know Gane and
Fish said they don't need any nore consultation, but that
was based on the studies that they've already received.
The new studies in ny mnd present kind of a different
di scussion or light in light -- ny thought is that when
t hose studies are done, they should be provided to
Game and Fish for additional comment is nmy suggestion
there if you guys are confortable wth that.

MR CROCKETT: |'m seei ng noddi ng heads

fromthe other side of the room

So, Chairman Stafford, Menber Hill, woul d
that be -- would that be an additional sentence to
Condition 5 that says that we will provide those -- that
we W ll provide any additional studies wth regard

to should we reference Route 2A and 2B?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, | think that's great.

MR CROCKETT: GCkay. And that we'll
provide those to Arizona Gane and Fish and that we'l|
follow up with themin consultation with them

MEMBER HI LL: G ve them an opportunity to
provi de additi onal comrents or feedback.

MR CROCKETT: GCkay. Al right.

MEMBER HI LL: | don't want to suggest |ike
it has to be full consultation because they may | ook at
this and say, okay, we're good with this.
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CHWN STAFFORD: What are you doi ng here?

MEMBER HI LL: But because that was not --

t hose studies that were forthcom ng were not part of the
original consultation. | just want to nmake sure that
they get the attenti on.

And then the last thing if | can nobve on in
this section is we discussed bird diverters on the Little
Col orado River crossing. And | wanted to open that
di scussi on up.

M5. CASS: Before we nove on, may | have a
smal | recomrendation to the previous bit --

MEMBER HI LL: Pl ease.

MS. CASS. -- about sharing updated
studies? Can we just clarify that that would be
bi ol ogi cal studies?

MEMBER HILL: Yes. | don't think they're
particularly interested in sone of the other studies that
you're doing. Just the biological ones is fine.

MS. CASS: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then the bird
diverters, | seemto recall testinony of M. Al nguist
saying that of all the other lines that cross the Little
Col orado in that area they do not have bird diverters.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, if | can
clarify, I do want to make sure | understand and
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represent the situation correctly. W've been on-site
many times. |In total frankness we were not | ooking for
bird diverters, but | reviewed the site photos that we do

have, and to ny understanding there's not bird diverters.

That's really all | can speak to the matter.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. | nean, because it's
t he standards that we have in -- it's the avian

protection to power |ines and reducing avian collisions
with power |ines nmanuals. Those are the guidelines which

require bird diverters in certain circunstances, woul dn't

it?

MR, ALMQUI ST: That's ny under st andi ng,
yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. | think sonetines
we' ve said, okay, well, you need to put them on anyway

pendi ng them but --

MEMBER HILL: Hold on. | feel like there
was sonething in the Game and Fish letter that
acknowl edged that that wasn't clear, so forgive ne.

M5. CASS: On --

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. So the APLIC gives you
kind of two alternatives. You can design so that power
| i nes have enough space between themor to reduce the
i kel'i hood of bird electrocution you can install bird
flight diverters. So APLIC gives you a coupl e of
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di fferent options.

| think as recently as maybe three or four
cases ago, although it's cloudy, on the Little Col orado
we did ask for bird diverters, so --

CHW STAFFCORD:  Yes.

MEMBER HILL: So | want to suggest that the
crossing at the Little Col orado should have bird
di verters.

M5. CASS. Are you saying that you would
want -- the -- our project will be in conpliance with the
clearing and spaci ng guidelines as defined in the APLIC
st andards al ready.

Are you asking for the bird diverters in

addition to that?

MEMBER HILL: | think I'm having concerns.
So I"'mvisualizing this. |'mseeing nany |lines crossing
the river. 1'mseeing many lines at different heights

crossing the river.

| think at sonme point it is a place of

congestion along that river where -- and | tal ked about
this -- even in several cases ago we were collocating the
third line sonewhere -- that it's making it really

chall enging for birds to navigate through that area.
And so if sonebody was putting bird
diverters on there, | think it would just help birds nove
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nore easily through that or just know to avoid that area
frankly. And so that has been ny concern is in these
congested areas, it is really hard for bird species and
probably bats to kind of maneuver through all of these
different lines at different heights with different

t owers.

And t he cadence of the towers are all
different and the lines are sagging in different ways,
and | just kind of am having trouble with that, and
that's why |I'm asking for sone additional visual bird
di verter-type apparatuses to kind of just say stay away
fromthis area even though the Little Colorado is
probably an attractive place to be.

MR, CROCKETT: And, Chairman Stafford,
Member Hill, I'mnot very know edgeabl e on bird
di verters.

|s that a standard ternf

Are there different types of bird
di verters?

MEMBER HI LL: There are different types of
bird diverters. |1'mnot going to be specific about it.
All of themdo basically the sane thing, but there are
di fferent conpanies, different designs, all of those
ki nds of things.

MR, CROCKETT: |Is this sonething we take
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away tonight and think about and tal k --

MEMBER HI LL: Absol utely.

MR CROCKETT: -- and di scuss anbngst
our sel ves?

MEMBER HI LL:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

You know, bird diverters tend to be for
m gratory waterfow , bigger, slower birds that can't turn
very well. Songbirds tend to be in the | ower mdair
colum, so they're under the -- under the transmn ssion
lines. Not always. And they tend to fly only in daytine
anyway and roost at night. Mgratory waterfow , of
course, fly at night too.

So I'I'l just point that out.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO. Thanks, M. Chairnman

Ms. Cass, for the clarity on the record, we
have a request for bird diverters and you had referenced
sonet hing that | know not hi ng about. Wat you
ref erenced, does that require bird diverters or no?

M5. CASS: No. The APLIC standards, which
are published and publicly avail able, require considering
the usage of bird diverters in areas. And for areas --
for segnents where the spaci ng between poles is not
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sufficient to prevent el ectrocution that is where they
require those bird diverters.

MEMBER DRAGO And what we're trying to do
is regardless of that criteria we have a request on the
table from Menber Hi Il to place themon there. Thanks.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yeah, because there's been
a couple of the projects where they cross the Little
Col orado or the San Pedro where they've been required to
put bird diverters on whether or not the APLIC standards
required them | think they felt it was necessary to
mtigate the inpacts of the -- well, alnost, yeah, the
San Pedro and the Little Col orado.

But it wasn't the Little Col orado next to
the Cholla plant, though. That's the nmajor difference
bet ween those and this case | think.

Member Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Crockett, when you | ook at that, | ook
at what the other utilities do and the ot her projects.

' mnot used to seeing bird diverters for a small project
gen-tie like this. I'mtypically used to seeing it for
345kV and above for |ong-haul transmn ssion as descri bed
by Menber Fant. But this one, that woul d not be
sonething that | woul d expect to see, but I'll let you
research that and get back to us.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 392

MR CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Fontes, thank you for that comment. And | had a
foll owup question for Menber Hill not know ng nyself
much about bird diverters.

But woul d, you know, a requirenment to use
bird diverters, do they attach to the structure?

Do they attach to the conductor?

How far in each direction at the river
crossing? Do we have any of that type of detail?

MEMBER HI LL: | would not prescribe that
because | don't know the tower distances or the height of
any of the wires associated with it. There are best
practices around that. | wouldn't prescribe that to you.

| would -- | would say that bird diverters
are probably the nore inportant thing to reduce birds
being attracted to that area and the wetl and conpl ex
that's there.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, they're on the
conductors. M recollection of the testinony fromthe
prior case is it's a -- it's a device put on the
conductors that -- you know, that birds can see nore
readily than the line, the conductor itself, and thus are
able to avoid it.

MR CROCKETT: Well, we'll take that back
this evening and tal k about it and cone back with a
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response in the norning.

MEMBER HI LL: G eat.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

M. Crockett, yeah, the bird diverters are
like bling. They're like bird bling. And they're neant
to prevent the bird fromhitting the line and injuring
itself. Electrocution is not an issue, especially with
songbi rds.

It's a bigger issue with big magratory
wat erfow or eagles or hawks who are sitting on a
structure and, you know, spread out their w ngs and
accidentally touch a |line and make two contacts and
ground thenselves. So they're there to prevent birds
from physically flying into the conductors.

CHWN STAFFCORD: The only other thing |
m ght suggest was that when we tal k about the routes and
corridor. | added that what the size of the facilities
that are connecting via the line are in the description
because that nmakes it easier for nme to look it up later,
so | can look at the certificate not to go to the
appl i cation.

The only other thought is, well, do we want
to make it the language a little nore plain that --
because it says that if you | ook at the project
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description under routes and corridor after you |ay out
the Route 1, 2A, 2B, it says only one of the two sout hern
routes may be construct ed.

And it says there's a potential that
nei ther Route 2A nor 2B will be constructed if al
gener ator power can be delivered via Route 1 into the
existing Cholla -- APS Cholla Substation. But if that's
the case, then it would be a double-circuit 500kV |ine;
correct?

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, that is
one of the likely outcones. There is an outcone that it
still remains a single circuit. And that's |ike |
mentioned earlier a little bit to be determned at this
point. But they're -- both outcones are plausible, a
single circuit or a double circuit into Choll a.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. | think that coul d
be called out for better clarity because if you | ook at
the beginning of it, it says that the project consists of
to up to single-circuit 500 or 345kV lines rated for
m ni mum 750 negawatts.

So |l think that -- and then if it's the
two -- 2A and 2B that could be 345 but not Route 17

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, that's
correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then | guess
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what's the voltage on the Sitgreaves Switchyard? |s that
3457

MR, CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, yes.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, if | may
el aborate, there actually is term nating points of 500kV
at the Sitgreaves Swi tchyard because there is the -- and
excuse ny forgetful ness here, but there is a 500kV |ine
traveling south to Sitgreaves Switchyard. W'd be
bi ddi ng i nto the 345kV bus, though.

So for all intents and purposes 2A, 2B for
rel evancy to the project would be 345kV.

CHWN STAFFORD: Say that again. So
there's -- it's a switchyard but it has 500 and 345kV?

MR ALMQUI ST: That's correct. So that --
that line, which, again, | can grab the exact nane for
you, does interconnect to the switchyard to sone
capacity. | guess it's being constructed now. And | can
get a statenent prepared for you by our interconnection
teamon the Cearway side to further define that.

But the way our project would interconnect
i's 345kV.

CHWN STAFFORD: So you woul dn't be doi ng
500kV for 2A or 2B then?

MR ALMQUI ST: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think if you guys woul d
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wordsmth that a little bit to nake that nore clear,
think that that would be better. | nean, it's |ike when
t he Comm ssion reads this, they're not going what's goi ng
on here? Wat did you guys approve?

MR. CROCKETT: And, Chairman Stafford,

we'll have to look at that. |I'mjust |ooking at the CEC
for 206-2, and it describes -- it says -- it describes
one 345kV switching station. And so | don't -- | think

we mght need to clarify are you confident in that,
M. Al nmgui st ?

MR ALMQUI ST: |I'mconfident in discussions
that we've had internally regarding ny statenent. |'m
actually reaching out to our team now on that and
hopefully can provide a little bit nore clarity.

MR CROCKETT: That's one we'll cone back
to you tonorrow on, Chairman.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Excellent. And then |I'm
circling back to see if Menber Little has any comments
about this Condition 17.

Now, | added 17 to A but not B. It didn't
seemto be necessary to have both you and APS provide the
sane i nterconnection agreenents to Staff.

Member Little, thoughts?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

First of all, I concur with what you were
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tal ki ng about before. Wen | read the proposed CEC, |

was very confused. It said two of the follow ng three.
And | thought that it was possible that 2A or 2B woul d
not be constructed even with both phases, so that needs
to be cl eared up.

And | was happy wth the way you handl ed 17
until | discovered that they haven't even | ooked at the
345kV lines yet. And there needs to be | anguage in there
that requires that they provide the studies to Staff and
all of the typical stuff that we have when are -- when
t he studies are not conplete.

CHWN STAFFORD: So add sone specificity
about if they go with options 2A or 2B, they need to
provi de the systeminpact studies for that for the 345
proj ect because ny recollection, M. A nguist, is because
you've had -- what's in your interconnection queue is the
full 750 to interconnect at Cholla through Route 1;
correct?

MR, ALMQUI ST: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | thought that it was only
375 to connect at --

CHWN STAFFORD: That's -- that's what --

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- 375 negawatts connect at
Chol l a, but nothing el se had been st udi ed.
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CHWN STAFFORD: No, the study was for
750 nmegawatts to connect to Cholla. They've only got a
contract in place for SRP to take 350 negawatts of power
delivered at Cholla. That's ny recollection of the
t esti nony.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But the study was for the
full 700 negawatts to be delivered at Choll a.

Is that what the study was for?

' masking for clarification on that.

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman St afford, Menber
Little, that's correct. Wen we provide the -- all the
I nt erconnecti on docunents, we'll have these prepared for
you tonorrow to answer any additional questions on it and
provide further clarity.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Yeah, that needs to
be clear, that if 2A and 2B are used, that's -- you know,
that's a whole different voltage |evel and all kinds of
things that wll affect the systemi npact.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And there hasn't
been a systeminpact study for that yet because that's
not in the queue yet because you may --

MEMBER LI TTLE: | under st and.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- it may not be necessary.
Based on if they get the output award in the RFP, then
they can just fill out the rest of the interconnection at
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Cholla, and it wouldn't require any nore interconnection
studies; right?

MR ALMQUI ST: Chairman Stafford, that's
correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |' m happy.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Anything
further from nenbers?

| think we're --

MR, CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, if |
could just follow up on one. |I'mlooking at 17. |'m not
sure we had a protective agreenent with Staff in this
case because the study was not a confidential docunent,
SO --

CHWN STAFFORD: But --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Good poi nt.

CHWN STAFFORD: | guess we can renove the
word "existing" because when you do interconnection
agreenent, you won't -- you will want to have it be
confidential, wll you not?

MR CROCKETT: Yeah, | think that's if
we're filing -- well, we'll talk about this one and | et
you know i f we need to nake any edits to what you're
proposi ng here.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.
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And then | guess | think I want to have
this -- this isn't tracking the changes. |It's just a
final thing, so it's not as obvious what | did to it.

MR CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, was that
the only change you nade was to add Condition 17?

CHWN STAFFORD: No, | added | anguage in the
begi nni ng project description that tal ked about the
project would i nterconnect at approximtely 750 --
okay -- yeah, MMc sol ar powered generating facility and
an associ at ed BESS.

And then | think | added -- so that is

referred to those in 17. | think -- | don't think you
had the voltage in it originally -- | nean, the size of
the -- did you? | can't --

M5. SHAMEY: Chairnman Stafford to Peaks
Audio if you'd like to show ny screen | have a tracked
changes copy.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Yeah, that would
hel p because that will show what | did. | only added the
17 in the new Condition 17 in AL So 17A and B are

different.

MEMBER DRAGO. | see.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. | guess | didn't
change that. | didn't change that stuff in the project
description? | could have sworn | did.
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MR, CROCKETT: Back up just a little bit.
Right? Is it after the -- is it above the option 1, 2,
and 3?

CHWN STAFFORD: Oh, no, that's right. |
was goi ng to change that around to make it a recurring
term but then I just went and used what you put in there
already. | didn't insert anything in that part.

Because in 17, instead of having it

referred to solar facility and BESS, | just used a -- |
didn't call it sonething else. | was going to put the
nanme in there for it, but I did not. | started to and

changed ny m nd.

All right. Wre there any ot her anendnents
to the CEC -- and then B is the sane except w thout the
addi tional Condition 17 about the system i npact studies
or the interconnection agreenents because it didn't seem
to make sense to require the applicant and/or APS to
submt the sane study tw ce.

MR CROCKETT: Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then | would ask the
menbers to | ook at -- before we start back tonorrow, take
a look at their Exhibits A for both the certificates that
shows the difference routes, the potential overlap of the
poi nt of change of ownership.

MR CROCKETT: And, Chairman Stafford, if |

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 255 VOLUME Il 12/16/2025 402

could just nake clear I'll ask Ms. Cass to use her

poi nter here, but | want to point out for you the two
areas of overlap. Let's start on Route 1. And is that
t he one that Menber Fontes can see?

s that the right cursor?

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, | can see that. Thank
you.

MR, CROCKETT: Al right. So the way we've
laid this out is that is an area that would fall under
both CECs A and B because we don't know exactly yet where
the POCOis going to go, so that would provide us
flexibility to nove within that area.

And then down at the southern end at the
Sitgreaves Switchyard again we have this area that would
be included in both CECs to allow, again, to nove the
POCO t her e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you have the corridor
w dt hs cal | ed out?

| ' m not seeing that.

MR. CROCKETT: W do on the -- oh, | guess
we don't on --

M5. CASS: Let nme go to the next page

pl ease.
CHWN STAFFORD: |Is the next -- because
there's, |ike, four pages to each one.
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MR. CROCKETT: There we go.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. There we go. That's
what | was | ooking for. All right.

MR. CROCKETT: And, again, just for the
commttee's information, the |ine where we're show ng the
gen-tie, that is -- that's an estimte of where we think
the gen-tie's going to go, but it could npbve anywhere
fromside to side within the approved corri dor.

M5. CASS: Due to the relatively |arge
l ength of this line and the availability of this
corridor, we provided a map set to be included in
Exhibit A The first one is an overview of the entirety
of the requested route for CEGCA And then the foll ow ng
f our pages zoomin on each section and provide the
detai |l ed di nensions along the entire | ength.

So this is map 2 of 5. And then if we can
scroll down, you can see the additional dinensions for
the rest of the | ength.

MR CROCKETT: And the Route 2A and 2B are
called out in the | egend. And then we've got sort of the
doubl e cross-hatching is the area of overlap between the
two CECs.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then the Exhibit A
for -- the Bis just the nubs on the end that APS
woul d end up owni ng?
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M5. CASS: That is correct.

Could we go to the other Exhibit A, please.

So we reduced this to only include the
portions that are applicable to CEC-B. And simlarly we
had on overview map that shows the entire -- both
portions at once. And then we have the foll ow ng next
two pages which provide the dinensions for each area.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Can you go back
to the first page of A for both of then? Go --

What would it take to | abel the existing
transm ssion? You' ve got it on the placenat.

M5. CASS: W can add that information to
this map pretty -- yeah, we can add that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Anybody have --

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: The standard notation that
we' ve seen ot her devel opers use is the nane of the
utility that owns it |ike APS slash and what is the
vol t age.

| have anot her suggestion. W have a phase

1 and a phase 2 here. And we may have an additi onal

circuit.
Can we note that in sone way in the | egend?
CHWN STAFFORD: How do you nean?
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MEMBER FONTES: 1'd have to go back to the
description. | don't have that. |'mjust |ooking at the
map. Just so that the -- for the applicant's

consideration it's al ways useful to have your description
mat ch the map, so | guess, M. Chairnman, ny ask woul d be
have t hem doubl e-check that tonight.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | think they were
going to --

MEMBER FONTES: Legend notes.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yeah, | don't know about
| egend notes, but we had di scussed having them anend t he
project description and then Condition 17 about what
addi ti onal studi es woul d be happeni ng dependi ng on how
they end up interconnecting for the full ampount of the
sol ar and storage, so | think that when they cone back
tonmorrow norni ng, they'll have sone | anguage t hat
clarifies that up.

| think -- and for the map we're approving
the corridor. | guess --

MEMBER FONTES: And so what |'m | ooki ng at
for the applicant to do is just read the description that
they have in the draft CEC and then just doubl e-check it
against this map to nake sure that as you go for the
re -- the visual interpretation of the map that it
mat ches that narrative description as we've seen what
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ot her applicants do. |It's very useful for the public.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. And | guess because
if they renove the dotted line in the mddle and just
approve the corridor, then it would be okay for Route 1.
It's one or two lines are going to go in that corridor.
That could be -- well, you're probably not going to build
two lines. It's going to be a single or double circuit,
t hough; right?

M5. CASS: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: | don't know that the
pi cture has to show, but that as long as it's called out
clearly in the description that, you know -- | guess you
could -- and it says gen-tie Route 1 in the |egend. You
could say single or double circuit.

Wul d t hat address what your concerns are,
Menmber Fontes?

MEMBER FONTES: | think so. Just so it
mat ches. And there's no -- there's no right answer.
We've seen it in the I egend. W've seen a callout on the
map, M. Chairman, as you're aware, but 1'd | ook for the
applicant to cone up with a solution to -- just for the
public and for the final CEC

M5. CASS: | think how we can try and
address this concern in the project description we can --
we currently have the routes and corridors |isted
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Route 1, Route 2A and Route 2B wth a | ocation
description of them Maybe we can add on to this to
expand the single double circuit and the voltage within
t he sanme area.

And then it would be easy to see how routes
1, 2A and 2B match up to the map, and then the
description wll provide that extra infornmation by route.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. That sounds
li ke a great idea.

MR. CROCKETT: And so, Ms. Cass, you're
suggesti ng that woul d appear here where we've got
Route 1, 2A and 2B?

It would be -- we'd expand those paragraphs
where we're describing the route?

Ms. CASS: Correct.

MR CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Fontes, does that seemto make sense to you?

CHWN STAFFORD: |'mgetting a thunbs-up
from Menber Fontes.

MR, CROCKETT: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman, thank you

Consi dering nunber 3 in Chairman's
Exhi bit 2, excuse me, | don't want to ignore M. Neely's
present ati on today about geol ogical structure in the
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area. | don't see -- because it's newto ne | don't see
it referenced anywhere where that consideration needs to
be applied unless you feel that it's covered under these
condi ti ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Crockett?

MR CROCKETT: Chairman Stafford, Menber
Constock, | think it is covered under these conditions.
It's clear that we need to apply -- we're tal ki ng about
Condition 3; is that correct?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: That's what |1'm | ooking
at is the -- it seens like the logical place to consider
geol ogi cal issues that may be in the right-of-way or in
the application. So, | nean, but if the fissures aren't
consi dered or subsidence isn't considered, | want to nake
sure we're adding that. And it's the first tinme |'ve
seen it in a presentation so that's why that | don't know
that it's in the CEC. | just want to nmake sure that it
I'S.

MR, CROCKETT: Well, fromny perspective,

t he | anguage that says, "Applicant shall conply wth al
exi sting applicable air and water pollution control
standards and regul ati ons and with existing applicable
statutes, ordi nances, master plans, and regul ati ons of
any governnental body," and then it calls out a nunber of
things. | don't think that there's any -- |I'mjust
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t hi nki ng about whether there's any specific condition or

requi rement that applies to a subsidence area or a

fissure.

| think it's nore in the planning of the
project that we're going to -- we're going to engi neer
around those -- those features. And so, you know, |

think this | anguage tends to stay the sane from CEC to
CEC.

So | guess ny request would be that we not
change the | anguage to provide sone kind of requirenent
wth regard to subsidence or fissures. I'mnot -- |I'm
not exactly sure what that condition would | ook Iike.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Let's ask M. Neely.

| mean, to ne it seens like it's nore a
matter of construction standards than regul atory
st andar ds.

MR NEELY: So |I'mnot sure | understand
t he questi on.

Can you help ne?

CHWN STAFFORD: It's -- | guess Menber
Const ock i s suggesting do we need a -- do we add a
condition that addresses how the applicant will deal wth

t he geol ogical formations or the subsidence or | guess
it's fissures, whatever it was.
VWhat's the standard for dealing wth those?
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My assunption was that it was going to be a construction
standard, not a regulatory standard of how you can pl ace
the pole to nmake sure it's fit to purpose for the soi
it's in.

MR NEELY: GCkay. So as far as |I'm aware,
we're not restricted by any code standards for where the
tower can be | ocated. Qur client cones to us and tells
us, "Hey, | need it |located XYZ. What do | need to do to
make that happen?”

So I'm not aware of any code standards,
regul ations that typically restrict us froml ocating the
tower or -- we don't locate the alignnent, but where we
woul d assess | ocating the tower foundations.

s that --

CHWN STAFFCORD: But then what is --

MR NEELY: -- what you're after?

CHWN STAFFORD: | guess then what was the
standard to whi ch you engi neer the tower foundations to
deal with the geol ogi cal issues?

Say you had to put one in the subsidence
area, is it engineering standards that dictate what you
need to do?

MR NEELY: Oh, the safety of the public.
That's the standard I'mheld to. That's ny PE, ny
prof essional engineer. | have to design things with
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regard to the safety of the public. That's ny bottom
line regulatory standard if you want to call it that.
Yes.

MR CROCKETT: And, Chairman Stafford, if |
could followup with M. Neely on that. | nmean, the
objective is to engi neer around these areas for this
project, correct, not that you' d be putting a structure
in the area of subsidence but that you would identify
t hose areas of fissures and subsidence so that you coul d
design the gen-tie to avoid those areas; is that right?

MR, NEELY: That woul d be the preference.

MR CROCKETT: And so there's not an
applicable -- other than just the general safety of
constructing a line in a way that's soundly engi neered,
"' m not sure what the condition would |ook like. The
other coment | would have is these conditions when they

get added to a CEC tend to get picked up in future CECs

as wel | .

And, you know, we made a presentation on
geology. |'ve not seen that in other presentations, but
| think that there's still -- that still could be

rel evant in other cases, and we happened to present on it
because of sone of the unique characteristics in this
ar ea.

But, again, | think that the | anguage is
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broad enough in the -- in the CEC certainly to the extent
there were any kind of code requirenent or statute or
ordinance. It already indicates that we would conply
wth those in this Condition 3.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you for allow ng

the discussion. | appreciate that. | just wanted to
make sure that -- it was a unique part of the
presentation. | waned to nake sure it was consi dered.

It sounds like it's going to be. And | hope that that
happens. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Anything further from
menber s?

| think the applicant has its honmework. |
think we can recess until nine a.m tonorrow norning at
whi ch point we will begin to debate and vote on the CEC

We stand in recess.

(Proceedi ngs recessed at 5:57 p.m)
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