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this photo: Every detail was carefully 
considered—from the brick and 

metal accents to the natural woods—
dialing in the whites and blacks to 
create a nuanced, refined exterior. 

opposite page: The entry was 
designed to showcase the landscape 

it opens onto.

Created in CLOSE PARTNERSHIP between architect and designer, this Greenwich waterfront 
home balances MODERN RESTRAINT WITH EXPANSIVE VIEWS tailored for family living

SURROUND
SOUND

Interview with MARIPI ASPILL AGA, NIMA DESIGN AND ROBERT CARDELLO & DAVID LaPIERRE,  CARDELLO ARCHITECT S
Photography by ADAM KANE MAC CHIA  //  Styl ing by VANESSA VAZQUEZ
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Who lives here? 
Maripi Aspillaga: They’re a young family with two kids in 
elementary school. They’re just wonderful people, the nicest 
family. 

It was the perfect combination, having a great architect team 
and the builders, who were great to work with. And then the 
client kept us all very organized. I kept waiting for the dramatic 
stressful moment, but it really never happened. It was a dream 
project.

What were their asks?
MA: In terms of the layout, I think one of my favorite things is 
that the client wanted to have the formal living room integrated 
with the kitchen and the dining room. So, it’s this giant space. 
They wanted to make this a big entertainment space, with two 
really large kitchen islands. And then the formal furniture is 
there, along with the open plan dining room and a wine cellar.
David LaPierre: They spent a lot of time talking to us about 
how they live and how their family is very interactive. They 
wanted an open floor plan from the kitchen to the dining spaces 
to the family room, but each member of the family also has their 
own little getaway area. They have the den that’s kind of off to 
the side, the husband has his attic area with the golf room, the 
kids have little nooks and crannies—like that study room and the 
lofts in their bedrooms—so it was personalized to their way of 
living. That was our focus. 
MA: It was all guided by the clients, who had a very clear idea of 
what they wanted the entire time. They wanted something that 
was modern but also felt homey. Throughout the whole process, 
they were very involved in every decision.

How did the site affect your approach to the design?
DLP: The rock outcropping is actually really attractive, as far 
as things to look at and how the water interacts with it. It’s 
just a very sensory, live type of space. One of the things that I 
remember being talked about early on was getting that glimpse 
straight through the house, that framed view through the front 
door to see out to the water. 

It is such a stunning piece of property, and it’s nestled in a 
pretty heavily developed area. We just had to be cognizant of 
what was to our left what was to our right, and where we wanted 
to focus the views from each room. 
Robert Cardello: Fortunately, we had a client that was okay 
doing something unconventional with both the floor plan and 
the architecture, which allowed us to do the open plan and 
shared spaces. 

Did you have a jumping-off point for the palette?
MA: The wife’s favorite color is blue, so that was important.

I’m very into muted colors, but they really wanted to bring 
color into this house. They liked the idea of bringing in accents 
and bolder colors.

So, I brought burnt oranges and dark blues for the family room. 
And then for the open space, they really wanted to go bold with 
the kitchen. We ended up doing this custom blue stain on the 
oak. It’s almost the same color as the ocean. For the countertop, 

“ They wanted 
something 

that was 
MODERN BUT

ALSO FELT
HOMEY.”

—maripi aspillaga, 
nima design

above: Accordian windows 
turn the view into an 
extension of the interior. 
left: An Apparatus fixture 
lights the living space, 
where Aspillaga styled the 
coffee table with decor from 
Bungalow in Westport.  

this photo: A 
Poliform mirror, 

custom walnut-and-
resin table and a 

striking Venicem light 
fixture set the tone 
in the entry. below: 

Lyndi Sales’ paper 
collage piece adds 

texture and color.
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architecture, but they’re balanced with spaces 
where you could get away from that, whether 
in that study room, the den—or being able to go 
up to the attic or above the garage—just to get 
away from being so on display. It was important 
to them that they had both. 
RC: The ceiling detail in that open space is 
also something that I love. The color of the 
wood just warms up that space. If it were just 
sheetrock, it would feel completely different. 
It defines the islands, kitchen and seating area. 
It’s just one example of how Maripi’s team was 
able to layer onto the architecture to create this 
intimate space.

With all this glass, how does the 
changing natural light come into play?
RC: We do this all the time, and we were 
purposeful in putting that stair where we put it, 
with the glass that is there, because it acts as a 
kind of a flashlight for the plan. It captures that 

afternoon light from the southwest and allows it 
to filter through the plan. It’s another technique 
to take advantage of a situation where the house 
had to face a certain direction, but the best light 
was in a different spot.

Are they big entertainers, or is this more 
just for them? 
MA: No, they love to entertain.

Actually, a month after we were done with 
the project, they invited the entire team— 
everybody who worked on the house—for 
dinner, and they cooked the whole thing in 
their new kitchen space. It was so thoughtful. 
RC: As someone who was there for that dinner 
party, I just love those moments, and it doesn’t 
happen all the time. We got to see this house 
function live; to see the indoor spaces flow 
so naturally to the outdoor spaces, which is 
paramount for people on properties like this. 
The house performs well.

above: DCW’s Focus chandelier in the dining room is meant to evoke bubbles floating through space and time. A view from the butler’s pantry reveals 
Lizzie Gill’s artwork.

we went with Dekton by Cosentino, and it has 
this blue veining, so it matches perfectly with 
the stained oak.

This is a contemporary home, but the 
spaces are very warm. How do you 
feel like you were able to execute that 
successfully?
MA: It’s almost like a balancing act. If you have 
a solid material for the island, which took up 
most of that space, then you balance it with a 
warm, cozy rug. And then, I added window 
treatments to make it softer, along with layers of 
art and accessories. It’s like balancing between 
soft and warm, texture and smooth.
DLP: One of the main focuses for them was 
that transparency out to the water, which you 
get right from the front door and then though 
the large windows, but then also with the 
architecture of the stairs and the back mudroom 
area. I think there’s some playful elements to the 

this page: Two large islands 
anchor the open floor plan, 

their blue-veined surfaces 
echoing the warmth of the 

stained oak cabinets.
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When the water views are such a central 
character, how do you decide when 
to let them speak for themselves and 
when to lean into more furnishings and 
accessories?
MA: I think in general, I wouldn’t say my 
design is minimal, but I do believe in ‘Less is 
more.’ When you have a view like that, you don’t 
need to fill the room with colors and patterns 
and lights and fixtures.

You have to make sure that your eye can 
see the whole space. It’s very intuitive to me. I 
always try to do less. And if I have to layer more 
later, I rather do that.

You worked with Mason Lane Art 
Advisory. Tell us about that.
MA: Katharine Earnhardt (founder of Mason 
Lane) is amazing. She has an incredible eye, and 
throughout this process, we became friends. 
She just has an amazing vision.

I brought her in because I was very drawn to 
her approach to clients, which is very similar 
to mine. It’s very personable. I introduced 
Katharine to the clients, and they were very 
involved. They wanted unique pieces that spoke 
to them. I was involved, but the final decision 
was between Katharine and them. But I think 
it complements perfectly with the design.

Tell us about this primary suite.
MA: They wanted something very relaxing, so 
we kept the colors light with that silvery blue 
and then very neutral, soft materials. The view 
is really the feature of this room, so we did the 
bed facing the water and then the high ceilings. 
The wood on the ceiling was something we had 
debated, but it looks amazing and gives a lot of 
warmth to the space.

The bed was custom made. I really like to 
mix a lot of custom handmade American-made 
pieces with more organically shaped European 
pieces. I love that combination. The Tacchini 
couches have that beautiful shell-like shape.  

above: A Roll & Hill light fixture, Roche Bobois sofa and Maiden Home coffee table sit atop a Scandecor rug in the cozy family room. 

top, left: Aspillaga walks the entry stairs, accented by artwork by Audra Weaser. top, right: Custom millwork brings order to the mudroom. bottom, left: A shared workspace for 
workdays and homework hours, with Blueprint Lighting and Soho Concept chairs. bottom, right: Guests walking the back stairs get a view of Meghann Riepenhoff’s dynamic cyanotype.  
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“When you have 
a VIEW LIKE THAT, 
you don’t need 
to fill the room 

with COLORS
AND PATTERNS

and lights and 
fixtures.”

—maripi aspillaga, 
nima design

below: The primary 
bedroom is positioned to 
engage directly with the 
surrounding water.

this photo: The custom 
bed is upholstered in Holly 
Hunt fabric. A marble lamp 
by Hudson Valley Lighting 
provides an additional light 
source.  

left: An MTI Juliette 
freestanding tub offers a 
sumptuous soaking spot in 
the primary bathroom space. 

this photo: Dedar window 
treatments pair with a Stark 
rug to ground the primary 
bedroom in soft neutrals.
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In the bath, the centerpiece, again, is that 
view. And the tub’s shape also feels like a shell. 

We did his and hers vanities. He has a sauna, 
and there’s a giant double shower, more like a 
shower room. We kept the colors to one large 
format tile that goes throughout the whole 
bathroom. It’s very functional, and it works 
really well. 

Do you have a favorite space in the house?
MA: I mean, I love the primary bedroom. I just 
love it. Every time I go in there, it really takes 
my breath away.

But I also love the whole open living, kitchen, 
dining room space. I think it works so well and 
all the colors speak to each other.

How important to you is it that you 
have that working relationship with the 
architect and design teams throughout 
the whole process?

MA: For me, it’s essential. There are many 
points where it’s not clear if it’s the architect or 
the designer’s job, so there’s a fine middle line 
that you both have to walk. Sometimes it’s hard.

In this case, it was very clear what my task 
was and what the architect’s task was. I was 
more in charge of the finishes and the feel, and 
they were more in charge of the functionality or 
how the overall space was going to look. It was a 
true collaboration.
DLP: I think there was just an early alignment 
on thought process there, and I think her team 
respected the architecture, and we respected 
the interiors. Giving each other the space to 
develop each of those things independently, 
while respecting each other’s directions, was a 
very easy process.
RC: We’ve been beat up by interior designers 
where we design a house, and then they don’t 
come into the fold until the house is essentially 
designed. In some cases, they come in and start 

making suggestions and changes to the plan and 
architecture, and it disrupts the flow. Successful 
projects, as Dave alluded to, are the ones where 
we support each other and understand the lanes 
that each of us are assigned to. They just did 
such a wonderful job to take a house that could 
have been pretty simple and cold, and it made it 
a warm, family-forward home. I think they just 
did such a special job.  

RESOURCES:

Interior Design: Nima Design, Old Greenwich; 

nimadesigninteriors.com

Architect: Cardello Architects, Westport, 

203-853-2524; cardelloarchitects.com

Builder: Quinndico, Old Greenwich, 203-990-3224; 

quinndico.com

Landscape Architect: Wesley Stout Associates, 

New Canaan 203-966-3100; wesleystout.com

Art Advisory: Mason Lane Art Advisory, New York; 

masonlaneart.com

above: The daughter’s bedroom faces the water, lit by a bubble chandelier from The Light Factory. 

top, left: Emma Hayes cloud wallpaper creates a dreamy backdrop for the daughter’s bedroom. top, right: The son’s bedroom features a playful built-in loft. bottom, left: The son’s 
bathroom is finished in Ann Sacks tile for a crisp, tailored look. bottom, right: Kaia sconces flank a Robern medicine cabinet in the daughter’s bathroom.  
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“It’s just a very SENSORY, 
LIVE TYPE OF SPACE.”

—david lapierre, cardello architects

above, left: Seen from 
Long Island Sound, 
the home’s full scale 
and design come into 
view. above, right: 
The outdoor seating 
area offers a clear, 
expansive panorama. 
left: The pool mirrors 
the open landscape.

this photo: An evening peek 
into the back of the home is 
revealed through the large-
scale glass windows. 


