
A magnificent new extension to St Patrick’s Classical School, Navan was shortlisted for not one but two 
prestigious Building & Architect of the Year Awards. These nominations represent fitting recognition of all 
the parties who were instrumental in delivering this fantastic facility, including main contractor Rodney 

Brady Contracting (RBC).
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A state-of-the-art, two-storey extension to St Patrick’s Classical School, Navan
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A state-of-the-art, two-sto-
rey extension to St Pat-
rick’s Classical School, 
Navan, County Meath 
– which was officially 

opened in November 2024 – was in the 
running for two 2025 Building & Archi-
tect of the Year Awards.
This stunning construction project, car-
ried out to the most exacting standards 
under the watchful eye of school prin-
cipal Harry McGarry, was shortlisted in 
the ‘Building of the Year – Public’ and 
‘Building of the Year – Educational’ cate-
gories at this year’s annual awards gala 
which celebrated the cream of Ireland’s 
building and architect industry at the In-
terContinental Dublin in early April.
The design team was led by David Cul-
livan of Gaffney & Cullivan Architects, 
while Cavan-headquartered Rodney 

The magnificent new extension to St Patrick’s Classical School, Navan
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Shortlisted for not one but two prestigious Building & Architect 
of the Year Awards

Brady Contracting was main contractor 
on the works, which ran for 13 months 
in total, from July 2023 until August 
2024. Eponymous founder and proprie-
tor Rodney Brady is delighted with the 
awards nominations, which dovetail per-
fectly with his company’s tenth-anniver-
sary celebrations:
“We are absolutely delighted that the 
project has been shortlisted. We had a 
very dedicated construction team, led by 
David Cullivan, who co-ordinated it all 
together very well. I’ve worked on a few 
projects with David over the years, start-
ing with smaller ones and building up a 
good working relationship which led to 
this one. He has offices in Cavan and 

Navan and is very well resourced, with 
a brilliant team behind him. It’s always a 
pleasure to work with David.”
The contracts manager on the project 
was Aidan Elliott, for whom Rodney 
worked with prior to going out on his 
own in 2006.
Works at St Patrick’s Classical School 
entailed the removal of an old staff car 
park and handball wall followed by the 
complete new build from the ground up 
of a two-storey structure comprising four 
new mainstream classrooms, a science 
laboratory, home economics room, tex-
tiles room, applied technology room, a 
technology preparation area, two new 
DCG rooms, administration offices and 

a large locker room, allowing the school 
to welcome a number of new subjects 
such as applied technology and home 
economics, a €7m project in total.
“It’s one we worked pretty hard to get, as 
Navan is within a one-hour drive of our 
home area,” Rodney continues. “It’s the 
closest large project we’ve had to home 
in five years. After Covid, there was a lot 
of travelling for work in Dublin, so it was 
nice to get this one closer to home.”
For the duration of the project, it was all 
hands-on deck as RBC delivered the 
trademark high level of workmanship 
and attention to detail for which this 
outstanding Cavan-based contractor 
is renowned. “At the height of the pro-
ject, between direct staff, suppliers and 
subcontractors, we’d have had up to 70 
people on site. It was a large undertak-
ing, working within a very compact site 
where there was limited space.
“For most of the work, we were oper-
ating in a live school environment, and 
shared access was one of the biggest 
obstacles. Health and safety are always 
a priority, and, with the help of some very 
conscientious and helpful neighbours, 
we were able to divert the pupils safely 
and in a controlled manner. Everybody 
pulled together and it was a huge team 
effort that got the project over the line.”
Rodney employs a direct team of 30, 
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to Rodney Brady Contracting
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Clonduff Office Furniture Ltd, Clonberne, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway

Supplying both the fitted furniture and loose furniture for 
primary, secondary and third level educational facilities
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Specialising in education, commercial, industrial and residential projects

Best Wishes and Continued Success to Rodney Brady Contracting
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At Ashgrove Mechanical Services, we pride ourselves on delivering top-notch mechanical, plumbing, and building services in Dublin, 
Ireland. With a wealth of expertise and a commitment to excellence, we provide a comprehensive range of services to meet all your 

residential, commercial, and institutional needs. 

Your Premier Choice in Ireland for Mechanical, Plumbing, and Building Solutions 

Our Expertise Includes: 

• Chilled Water Works: Ensuring efficient cooling systems for 
optimal comfort and performance. 

• Heat Pumps: Sustainable and cost-effective heating solutions 
for modern properties. 

• Plumbing Services: From routine maintenance to complex 
installations, our skilled plumbers handle it all. 

• Ventilation & Air Conditioning: Creating healthy and 
comfortable indoor environments with advanced HVAC 
systems. 

• Solar Panels: Harnessing the power of the sun to provide 
eco-friendly energy solutions. 

• Design and Build: Tailored construction projects from 
concept to completion, ensuring quality and satisfaction. 

• Maintenance Services: Keeping your systems running 
smoothly with our reliable and prompt maintenance 
services. 

• Registered Gas Installers: Safe and professional gas 
installation services. 

Why Choose Us? 

• Expertise and Experience: 

• Customer-Centric Approach: 

• Quality Assurance: 

• Sustainable Practices: 

• Certified and Registered: 

 

 

Ashgrove Mechanical Services - Your trusted partner in excellence. 

 

Contact Us Today 

For more information or to 
schedule a consultation, visit 

our website at 
  www.ashgroveireland.ie  

call us at +353 (0) 1 554 5777

  info@ashgroveireland.com

Best Wishes to and 
Continued Success

to Rodney Brady
Construction

www.ashgroveireland.ie

info@ashgroveireland.ie

plus the same again in regular subcon-
tractors. He is a firm believer that any 
contracting company is only as good as 
its staff: “We’re a relatively new company 
and would have started out in 2015 with 
three or four but have built it up slowly 
under the financial direction of my father 
Sean, who keeps a tight watch on all in 
the background. I’d put our growth down 
to the three S’s: staff, staff and staff. 
We have great staff, and they are loyal. 
Alongside the in-house team, we carry a 
good base of subcontractors and have 
a great purchasing team who look after 
deliveries etc. and that takes a lot of the 
hard work out of site management, sup-
ported by a dedicated head office team, 
who rarely see the site but are key to the 
whole operation.
Rodney has three decades of experi-
ence working in construction, having 
begun his career with Aidan Elliott in P 
Elliott and Co Ltd in 1996. “I grew up 
with a farming background and con-
struction was always a seasonal thing 
in our house,” he recounts. “There was 
always a shed to be built or a yard to 

be concreted. I went on to study Building 
Surveying at the old Dundalk RTC and 
then joined P Elliott, starting as a junior 
site engineer and working my way up 
to site foreman, site manager and then 
contracts manager with Aidan Elliott 
Construction.’’
Today, the core of Rodney Brady Con-
tracting’ work centres around educa-
tional projects for the Department of 
Education and warehousing projects. 
“The education work is just something 
we’ve naturally grown into,” the Cavan 
contractor reveals. “We started off doing 
small summer works during the holidays 
and then went on to do renovations and 
emergency works.
“From there, we moved into secondary 
school extensions and the first of those 
was St Peter’s College Dunboyne. We 
did another school in Whitehall, Santry 
and then worked simultaneously on St 
Patricks in Navan and St Oliver Plun-
kett’s NS, Balrothery, Balbriggan. We’re 
currently back near Navan working 
on Lismullen National School – a five-
phase, two-year project. We started 
there in December and are in the pro-

cess of moving on to the second phase.”
The company has also built up to 
330,000 ft². of warehousing in D 15 for 
Hickwell Properties and 40,000 ft² of of-
fices for Axile properties over the past 
six years and was at the time of writing 
working on a private project at St Augus-
tine’s Hall in Cavan town for Craft Studio 
Architects and Cavan Parish – extend-
ing and a restoration project converting 
an old protected building of over 200 
years old into a new three-storey adult 
education centre for  ETB, along with 
completing 150,000ft² of warehousing 
and offices in Clonee.
The versatility and high-quality work-
manship consistently delivered by Rod-
ney Brady Contracting is second to 
none. 
The secret to his success? “Surround-
ing yourself with better people than 
yourself’’. I learned that from my uncle 
Michael, who runs Michael Brady Ltd. in 
London. I used to go over and work with 
him during the summer and that was the 
best advice anyone ever gave me.”


