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THE HOMEOWNER'S GUIDE

Soffit & Fascia Re‘
Guide

What causes damage, how to spot it early, and what your
options are, built for homeowners in Montgomery, Chester, and
Bucks Counties.



What Soffit and Fascia Actually Do

These two parts of your roofline don't get much attention until something goes wrong. Here's what each one is actually
doing for your home.

Fascia Soffit

* The vertical board that runs along the edge of your * The panel underneath your roof's overhang, facing down
roofline » Ventilates your attic, letting it breathe

* Holds your gutters in place * Keeps pests, birds, and debris out of your attic space

« Finishes and protects the exposed ends of your roof * Helps regulate attic temperature and moisture
rafters

« First line of defense against water running off the roof
edge

Why it matters: Together, soffit and fascia protect your attic and roof structure from moisture, pests, and temperature
extremes. When either one fails, the damage is often hidden until it becomes a bigger, more expensive problem.

Signs of Damage

Most soffit and fascia problems are visible if you know where to look. Catching these early can prevent damage from
spreading into your attic or roof deck.

What You Can See What You Might Notice Elsewhere

» Sagging, dipping, or pulling-away panels « Pest activity: bees, wasps, birds, or squirrels nesting
* Visible rot, soft spots, or crumbling wood » Scratching or rustling sounds in the attic

* Peeling, bubbling, or cracked paint » Musty smells or noticeable drafts indoors

» Gaps, holes, or daylight showing through * Higher-than-usual heating or cooling bills

» Water stains or discoloration
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Why It Matters Beyond Looks

Soffit and fascia damage rarely stays contained to just that one spot. Here's how it connects to the rest of your home.

Attic ventilation: Your soffit is part of a ventilation system that works with roof vents to keep air moving through your
attic. When soffit vents are blocked, damaged, or missing, heat and moisture build up. In summer, that means a hotter
attic and higher cooling costs. In winter, trapped heat can contribute to ice dams along your roof edge.

Moisture and rot: Once water gets past damaged fascia or soffit, it can reach your roof deck, attic insulation, and even
interior walls. What starts as a small cosmetic issue can turn into a much larger repair if it's left unaddressed.

Pest entry: Gaps and rotted wood are an open invitation for squirrels, birds, and insects looking for a way into your
attic. Once they're in, they can cause additional damage to insulation, wiring, and structural wood.

Material Options

Soffit and fascia are typically replaced in vinyl, aluminum, or wood. Here's how they compare.

Material Durability Maintenance Best For

. Good; resists rot and . . . .
Vinyl R ! Low; occasional cleaning Most homes; budget-friendly option

Homes wanting a low-maintenance,

Aluminum Strong; won't rot Low; can dent . .
paintable finish

Lower; prone to rot High; needs regular

Wi
ood without upkeep painting/sealing

Historic homes matching original trim

Most common choice: Vinyl and aluminum have largely replaced wood for soffit and fascia in this region, mainly because
they hold up better against Southeastern PA's humidity and freeze-thaw cycles without the ongoing upkeep wood requires.
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SECTION 5

Repair vs. Replacement

Not every soffit or fascia issue means a full replacement. Here's what typically determines the right approach.

Factor Repair Usually Makes Sense Replacement Usually Makes Sense

Extent of Damage Isolated to one section or spot Widespread across multiple sections
Material Age Relatively new, otherwise sound Original to an older home; nearing end of life
Cause One-time event (storm, impact) Ongoing moisture or ventilation issue
Ventilation Needs Existing vents are adequate Attic needs added or upgraded ventilation

Our approach: During a free estimate, we'll take a close look at the extent of the damage and walk you through whether a
targeted repair or a full section replacement makes more sense for your home, with no pressure either way.

A NOTE ON TIMING

Why Not to Wait

Soffit and fascia damage tends to worsen with each season it's left unaddressed. Moisture that gets behind damaged
panels in the fall can freeze and expand over winter, turning a small repair into a larger one by spring. If you've noticed
any of the signs in Section 2, it's worth having it looked at before your next season change.
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SECTION 6

Self-Inspection Checklist

You can spot most soffit and fascia issues from the ground. No ladder needed. Walk the perimeter of your home and
check for the following.

Sagging or dipping: Does any section of the soffit look like it's pulling away or drooping?

Paint condition: Is the paint peeling, bubbling, or noticeably faded in one area more than others?
Gaps or holes: Can you see daylight or openings where the soffit meets the fascia or siding?
Pest activity: Any signs of nesting, bees, or small entry holes?

Water stains: Discoloration or streaking below the roofline, especially near gutter joints?

Gutter line: Are gutters pulling away from the fascia, or sagging in spots?

Attic sounds: Have you noticed scratching, rustling, or other sounds from your attic recently?

0000000

Energy bills: Have your heating or cooling costs crept up without an obvious reason?
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NEXT STEP

Ready to Get a Real Look at Your Roofline?

Soffit and fascia issues are often easier to catch in person than from the ground. Our team will take a
close look, point out anything to watch, and walk you through your options.

Schedule Your Free Roof Estimate

No obligation. We'll help you decide what's actually right for your home.

(ofo) R y.You ) OFFICES SERVICE AREA
(610) 539-6730 217 Church Rd, Suite A, North Wales, Montgomery County
info@volpeenterprises.com PA Chester County
govolpe.com 52 Lancaster Ave, Malvern, PA Bucks County

3238 W. Germantown Pike,
Norristown, PA
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