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Country Snapshot

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches to 

address societal challenges facing people and planet.” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Philippine’s social innovation 
ecosystem

Direct focus on social 
innovation

Connected but indirect focus on social 
innovation

No focus on social 
innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

• The Philippines has a legal definition of social innovation under the Philippine 

Innovation Act (Republic Act No. 11293, 2019).Under the Philippine Innovation Act 

Social Innovation is defined  as the development of new or improved products, 

processes, or services transferred across markets. 

Official Definition of Social Innovation

Government Body for Social Innovation

• The Philippines has no standalone social innovation strategy instead follows a 

collaborative and forward-looking  approach . Thus, social innovation objectives are 

embedded in the 2023-2032 National Innovation Agenda and Strategy Document 

(NIASD) and the 2023-2028 Philippine Development Plan, with a focus on inclusive 

growth and MSMEs [2].

• REPUBLIC ACT No. 11337 otherwise known as “An Act Providing Benefits and Programs 

to Strengthen, Promote and Develop the Philippine Startup Ecosystem” and its 

Implementing Rule and Regulations aims to support the growth of innovative startups 

in the Philippines through streamlined processes, incentives, and inter-agency 

collaboration to foster inclusive growth through an innovative economy by encouraging 

a culture of innovation and streamlining government and non-government initiatives, in 

both local and international spheres, to create new jobs and opportunities, improve 

production, and advance innovation and trade in the country. 

Government Strategy for Social Innovation

• The National Innovation Council (NIC) was established in 2019 under RA 11293. Chaired 

by the President, the NIC is the policy advisory body in the formulation, development, 

implementation and monitoring of the country's innovation goals, priorities, and long-

term national strategy.

Directly relevant frameworks:

• Philippine Innovation Act (RA 11293, 2019): Establishes the NIC, defines social 

innovation, and provides for an Innovation Fund.

Policies, Laws & Regulations

https://issuances-library.senate.gov.ph/legislative-issuance/republic-act-no-11293
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/3_Overview-of-NIASD_Diane_Maharjan_EPiC-Training-19-22Jun23.pdf
https://pdp.depdev.gov.ph/philippine-development-plan-2023-2028/


• Social innovation is supported indirectly through:

Government Programs 

ECOSYSTEM

• The innovation ecosystem is characterized by dynamic and complex 

relationship among innovation actors- government, industries, 

financing institutions, entrepreneurs, science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics (STEM) and Accountancy, Business, 

and Management (ABM) professionals, social scientists, creatives, 

research and development (R&D) institutions, and civil society 

organizations.

• Strong cooperative and microfinance networks support grassroots 

innovation nationwide.

Stakeholders

• Innovation Fund: An Innovation Fund to strengthen entrepreneurship and enterprises 

engaged in developing innovative solutions benefiting the poorest of the poor is 

established. This Fund, from which grants will be issued, shall be administered by the 

NIC which shall screen and approve qualified proposals. Subject to availability of funds, 

a revolving fund is allocated for the initial year’s implementation of this Act, and such 

funds necessary for its continuous and effective implementation shall thereafter be 

included in the annual General Appropriations Act (GAA). [4].

Broader enabling frameworks:

• Philippine Digital Workforce Competitiveness Act (RA 11927) aims to enhance the 

country’s digital workforce competitiveness and establish the Inter-agency Council for 

Development and Competitiveness of Philippine Digital Workforce. The law also 

mandates the development of a digital technology and digital skills roadmap, which 

will be based on a national skills mapping that will identify skills competencies and 

gaps and shall serve as the basis for the design and implementation of programs for 

upskilling, re-skilling, and training of the workforce. 

• Technology Transfer Act of 2009 (RA 10055) is enacted  to promote the effective use, 

protection, management, and commercialization of IP assets that were generated from 

publicly funded R&D.

• Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Delivery of Government Services Act (RA 11302) 

aims to streamline the procedure for the issuance of local business licenses, clearances, 

permits, certifications, or authorizations. The goal to expedite the process followed by 

local businesses, contributes to an enabling environment for adapting innovation into 

business and market practices. 

• Personal Property Security Act (RA 11057) aims to create a conducive legal 

environment for innovation. It recognizes IP as an intangible property that can be 

registered as collateral for credits and loans.

• The Philippines Statistics Authority tracks  micro, small, and medium-sized 

enterprises (MSMEs), The estimated 164,473 social enterprises are mainly  MSMEs. 

Official Statistics

o oInnovation and startup programs (Department of Trade and Industry, National 

Innovation Council, Department of Science and Technology ).

o Livelihood and community enterprise programs (Department of Social Welfare and 

Development, Development of Agrarian Reform, Department of Labor and 

Employment) 

o Collaboration and partnership with the academe and private companies.

o Learning and Education (CHED. IPOPHL, TESDA, DILG, DepEd)

o Health and Wellbeing (DOH, DILG)

o Finance ( DOF, BSP. DBM, NEDA, COA)

o Blue Economy and Water (DENR)



FINANCE

• Innovation financing in the Philippines includes government grants, loans, and 

incentives designed to support startups, technology commercialization, and research, 

driven by the Innovative Startup Act and the Philippine Innovation Act. Key programs 

include the DOST-TAPI’s GALING program and TECHNiCOM, alongside LANDBANK's 

I-Tech lending.

• There is no consolidated estimate of annual funding for social innovation.

• Most social enterprises rely on grants, microfinance, CSR and government funding. 

• To support entrepreneurship and innovation, DTI also implemented the Negosyo

Center Program to promote ease of doing business and facilitate the access of micro-, 

small-, and medium enterprises (MSME) to various support services. For technology 

upgrades, DOST’s Small Enterprise Technology Upgrading Program (SETUP) allows 

MSMEs to avail funding support for technology and scientific interventions that will 

improve their operations.

Financing Schemes

• Financing reaches women and low-income communities, primarily through 

microfinance.

Financing Inclusivity 

SOCIETY

• Media narratives focus on livelihood, disaster response, and youth-led innovation.

Public Awareness of Social Innovation 

• Philippine social innovation research focuses on addressing systemic challenges like 

poverty, health, and disaster resilience through community-engaged, sustainable, and 

grassroots-led approaches. 

Research

• Social Innovation in Health Initiative SIHI Philippines (UP Manila): Focuses on 

research, capacity strengthening, and ecosystem building in health.

• UNDP Accelerator Lab PH: Focuses on circular economy and grassroots innovations.

• DOST-TAPI: Supports technological, social-driven innovations, particularly from 

Filipino women inventors.

• Practitioner and donor-led research (e.g. British Council, UNDP, ADB) also provides 

the evidence base

• Promoting collaboration among innovation stakeholders. Recognizing the 

importance of collaboration among the innovation stakeholders, the DOST and DTI 

established Regional Inclusive Innovation Centers (RIICs) that serve as venues for 

collaboration among government, academe, and industry players. Currently, RIICs 

have been established in Bicol, Central Visayas, Northern Mindanao, and Southern 

Mindanao Regions.

Key Research Institutions and Initiatives

https://www.google.com/search?q=Innovative+Startup+Act&sca_esv=0c31bef99e93436e&sxsrf=ANbL-n6r3BxD53Chxgcu8Us0K6YTGJaqGA:1772759456485&ei=oCmqaYGsHfHf2roPtMHK2QY&biw=1536&bih=729&ved=2ahUKEwjqtbjUj4qTAxVrzTQHHZkoHSoQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=innovation+financing+philippines&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDFALEGH2kCKlLfCof59L1TsRJDQomEz8MIbAAo1yMRwcXHEq6WPtxFozbDyhhJrHnaZXWcBtfZctKbOlAnuklGNxvlyoxsUCkj8pYrfnxTnWidC4Jz0r6ebbpZ5rU6p4SCKGJ0OgXYzHAFUIO2HZNL-RYv1UrqpRv5FmpWOC-rMjw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Philippine+Innovation+Act&sca_esv=0c31bef99e93436e&sxsrf=ANbL-n6r3BxD53Chxgcu8Us0K6YTGJaqGA:1772759456485&ei=oCmqaYGsHfHf2roPtMHK2QY&biw=1536&bih=729&ved=2ahUKEwjqtbjUj4qTAxVrzTQHHZkoHSoQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=innovation+financing+philippines&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDFALEGH2kCKlLfCof59L1TsRJDQomEz8MIbAAo1yMRwcXHEq6WPtxFozbDyhhJrHnaZXWcBtfZctKbOlAnuklGNxvlyoxsUCkj8pYrfnxTnWidC4Jz0r6ebbpZ5rU6p4SCKGJ0OgXYzHAFUIO2HZNL-RYv1UrqpRv5FmpWOC-rMjw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=GALING+program&sca_esv=0c31bef99e93436e&sxsrf=ANbL-n6r3BxD53Chxgcu8Us0K6YTGJaqGA:1772759456485&ei=oCmqaYGsHfHf2roPtMHK2QY&biw=1536&bih=729&ved=2ahUKEwjqtbjUj4qTAxVrzTQHHZkoHSoQgK4QegQIARAD&uact=5&oq=innovation+financing+philippines&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDFALEGH2kCKlLfCof59L1TsRJDQomEz8MIbAAo1yMRwcXHEq6WPtxFozbDyhhJrHnaZXWcBtfZctKbOlAnuklGNxvlyoxsUCkj8pYrfnxTnWidC4Jz0r6ebbpZ5rU6p4SCKGJ0OgXYzHAFUIO2HZNL-RYv1UrqpRv5FmpWOC-rMjw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=TECHNiCOM&sca_esv=0c31bef99e93436e&sxsrf=ANbL-n6r3BxD53Chxgcu8Us0K6YTGJaqGA:1772759456485&ei=oCmqaYGsHfHf2roPtMHK2QY&biw=1536&bih=729&ved=2ahUKEwjqtbjUj4qTAxVrzTQHHZkoHSoQgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=innovation+financing+philippines&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDFALEGH2kCKlLfCof59L1TsRJDQomEz8MIbAAo1yMRwcXHEq6WPtxFozbDyhhJrHnaZXWcBtfZctKbOlAnuklGNxvlyoxsUCkj8pYrfnxTnWidC4Jz0r6ebbpZ5rU6p4SCKGJ0OgXYzHAFUIO2HZNL-RYv1UrqpRv5FmpWOC-rMjw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=LANDBANK's+I-Tech+lending&sca_esv=0c31bef99e93436e&sxsrf=ANbL-n6r3BxD53Chxgcu8Us0K6YTGJaqGA:1772759456485&ei=oCmqaYGsHfHf2roPtMHK2QY&biw=1536&bih=729&ved=2ahUKEwjqtbjUj4qTAxVrzTQHHZkoHSoQgK4QegQIARAF&uact=5&oq=innovation+financing+philippines&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDFALEGH2kCKlLfCof59L1TsRJDQomEz8MIbAAo1yMRwcXHEq6WPtxFozbDyhhJrHnaZXWcBtfZctKbOlAnuklGNxvlyoxsUCkj8pYrfnxTnWidC4Jz0r6ebbpZ5rU6p4SCKGJ0OgXYzHAFUIO2HZNL-RYv1UrqpRv5FmpWOC-rMjw&csui=3


This snapshot was developed, with the use of AI, for the Government Council for Social Innovation by 

One Family Foundation, and was reviewed by a representative of the government of Philippines. 

Updated December 2025. Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here: 

https://governmentcouncil.org/
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