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Country Snapshot

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot provides a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key elements shaping Cambodia’s social innovation ecosystem

Q Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

N
Official Definition of Social Innovation &
Cambodia has no official legal or policy definition of “social innovation.” Government strategies instead
frame innovation, inclusive growth, and private-sector solutions as pathways to address social
challenges 2.
J
Government Body for Social Innovation Q
There is no dedicated social innovation authority. Responsibilities are distributed across bodies
@ leading innovation, investment, and social protection—particularly the economic and innovation
policy architecture described in Cambodia’s national strategies 2 and the STI roadmap
implementation approach led by the national innovation ministry 2.
=
Government Strategy for Social Innovation &
Cambodia does not have a standalone social innovation strategy. Relevant priorities are embedded
in:
* Rectangular Strategy Phase IV (innovation + inclusive development as national priorities) 2.
* Pentagonal Strategy Phase | (2023-2028) (growth with equity, efficiency, sustainability) 4.
* National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 2019-2023 (policy actions across social
sectors) 2.
- J
Policies, Laws & Regulations % &
Key indirectly enabling frameworks include:
* Law on Public-Private Partnerships (2021) enabling structured collaboration for public
infrastructure/service projects .
* National Social Protection Policy Framework 2016-2025, promoting system development
and coordinated delivery of assistance/security for vulnerable groups .
* Law on Associations and Non-Governmental Organizations (2015) governing civil society
actors who implement many innovations in practice .

Official Statistics @

Cambodia does not publish official statistics specifically on social innovation or social enterprises. Proxy
data on poverty, households, and socio-economic conditions are available via the Cambodia
Socio-Economic Survey series .



https://www.khmersme.gov.kh/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Rectangular-Strategy-Phase-IV.pdf
https://www.khmersme.gov.kh/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Rectangular-Strategy-Phase-IV.pdf
https://misti.gov.kh/public/file/202108261629990117.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.khmersme.gov.kh/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Rectangular-Strategy-Phase-IV.pdf
https://pressocm.gov.kh/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ENG-Royal-Government-Pentagonal-Strategy-Phase-I.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cdc-crdb.gov.kh/en/strategy/documents/nsdp-2019-2023_en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cib-cdc.gov.kh/media/2025/04/1.-Law-on-Public-Private-Partnerships-2021-EN.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nspc.gov.kh/Images/National%20Social%20Protection%20Policy%20Framework%202024-2035_2025_02_20_15_45_55.pdf
https://cambodia.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Unofficial_Translation_of_5th_LANGO_ENG.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nis.gov.kh/en/cambodia-socio-economic-survey/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf

Government Programs (v] @

No programs are explicitly labeled “social innovation,” but Cambodia has expanded digital and
targeted social assistance delivery during shocks, using systems such as IDPoor and cash
transfers 12,

ECOSYSTEM

Stakeholders 0 @

Key ecosystem enablers include:

* Impact Hub Phnom Penh, supporting impact ventures and
ecosystem building L.

* Social Enterprise Cambodia (ecosystem directory initiative
linked to Impact Hub Phnom Penh, documented via CCC/NGO
database) 12,

* A growing university-linked innovation base (e.g., CamTech Center
for Social Innovation, SDG-linked innovation focus) 12,

Support Initiatives @ @

Non-financial support is led by incubators/accelerators and partner programs:
* EPIC (Impact Hub Phnom Penh) described as Cambodia’s first one-year incubation program supporting
social impact startups 14,
« UNDP mapping of incubator/accelerator support via its entrepreneurship support guidebook 12.

J

Collaboration O @

Cross-sector collaboration is common in social protection and service delivery, often coordinated with
development partners 12 Cambodia does not currently have widely recognized national social
innovation awards documented in official sources.

FINANCE

Financing Schemes & &

Cambodia does not publish aggregate social-innovation-specific financing totals. Key channels include:
« Donor and government financing for social assistance delivery and system strengthening 2.
* Regional impact investing activity and intermediaries 1¢
* Inclusive finance as a major pipeline for rural households and micro-entrepreneurs L.

Financing Inclusivity

Financing is often targeted toward poor and vulnerable households through state/donor
systems and toward rural communities through inclusive finance, but early-stage impact
ventures still face gaps in patient capital and investment readiness 12 1Z,

SOCIETY

Public Awareness of Social Innovation

“Social innovation” is not widely used as a term, but social entrepreneurship is visible through
ecosystem platforms and incubators 1L 12,



https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/661201624622956583/pdf/An-Assessment-of-Cambodia-s-Cash-Transfer-Program-for-the-Poor-and-Vulnerable-Households-During-COVID-19.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://phnompenh.impacthub.net/
https://www.ccc-cambodia.org/en/ngodb/ngo-information/4458?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://camtech.edu.kh/center-for-social-innovation/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://phnompenh.impacthub.net/works/epic/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.undp.org/cambodia/publications/supporting-young-entrepreneurs-guidebook-incubator-accelerator-programmes?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/661201624622956583/pdf/An-Assessment-of-Cambodia-s-Cash-Transfer-Program-for-the-Poor-and-Vulnerable-Households-During-COVID-19.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/661201624622956583/pdf/An-Assessment-of-Cambodia-s-Cash-Transfer-Program-for-the-Poor-and-Vulnerable-Households-During-COVID-19.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://s3.amazonaws.com/giin-web-assets/giin/assets/publication/giin-infocusimpactinvestinginasiain2024-2024.pdf
https://www.uncdf.org/article/7595/cambodia-financial-inclusion-refresh
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/661201624622956583/pdf/An-Assessment-of-Cambodia-s-Cash-Transfer-Program-for-the-Poor-and-Vulnerable-Households-During-COVID-19.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.uncdf.org/article/7595/cambodia-financial-inclusion-refresh
https://phnompenh.impacthub.net/
https://www.ccc-cambodia.org/en/ngodb/ngo-information/4458?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Research Q @

Evidence and ecosystem analysis is emerging through national and regional research (e.g.,, UN ESCAP
assessment of Cambodia’s STI ecosystem) 18,

Education & Human Capital () @

Cambodia does not have widely documented Sl-specific degrees, but innovation and entrepreneurship
support is expanding via universities and support organizations 13,

e )
Entrepreneurship
'
\ /
__th  «iNe _ ‘}

. wa- _th A %

== countries / —

. I 33 countries . .

Business Social entrepreneurship

Environment Innovation Capacity prevalence

Cambodia’s Global
Innovation Index profile
(WIPO) L2,

Social & Environmental Consciousness

"Nl \ W th ;QI “
"1y % /180 cour
- ™e¢™ /0 population countries
Solidarity » Volunteering Sustainability
World Val Political Erwi |
orld Values icinati nvironmenta
participation .
Survey online CAFWorld G'z‘i'“g Performance Index
data portal 22, Index 2023 =~ (Cambodia country
page) 2.
- J

This snapshot was developed, with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social Innovation by One Family

Foundation, and was reviewed by a representative of the Cambodian government. Updated January 2026.
Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:



https://www.khmersme.gov.kh/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/The-STI-Ecosystem-of-Cambodia.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/2023/
https://www.undp.org/cambodia/publications/supporting-young-entrepreneurs-guidebook-incubator-accelerator-programmes?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://epi.yale.edu/epi-results/2022/country/khm
https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp
https://www.cafonline.org/docs/default-source/updated-pdfs-for-the-new-website/world-giving-index-2023.pdf
https://governmentcouncil.org/gcsi-members

