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Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Georgia’s social innovation ecosystem.

Q Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Official Definition of Social Innovation &

While no standalone official definition of “social innovation” was identified in public national legislation,
Georgia’s legal framework for innovation recognises social value within the concept of innovation.
* The Law of Georgia “On Innovations” defines innovation as an improved idea, product, service,
process, or model that creates economic, scientific, or social value and can be introduced in
practice. 2
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Government Body for Social Innovation &

While there is no dedicated government body, responsibilities are distributed across innovation and

social-policy institutions.
* Georgia’s Innovation and Technology Agency (GITA) supports innovation ecosystem development

@ and entrepreneurship. 2
* The Research and Innovation Council (est.2015) coordinates national research and innovation
policy.4
* Social enterprise development is referenced in the 2015 action plan under the Ministry of Justice
and its Crime Prevention Center. 2

Government Strategy for Social Innovation ()

While no standalone national strategy exists, relevant elements appear within broader innovation

governance and EU-association implementation.
* The Research and Innovation Council decree links to national innovation coordination and

initiatives such as “Innovative Georgia 2020.” 4

* The EU Association Agreement implementation plan includes “social enterprise creation and

development.” 2
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Policies, Laws & Regulations % &

Georgia’s enabling environment relies on general innovation law and related frameworks.
L@aj * Law of Georgia “On Innovations.” 2

m * Government Decree No. 32 (2015) establishing the Research and Innovation Council. 4

* GITA statutory framework. 2

« Draft “On Social Entrepreneurship” legislation under parliamentary discussion (not yet enacted). ¢Z

* Law on Agricultural Cooperatives (adjacent social economy legal form).



https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/3322328
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2269957?publication=0
https://new.matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2712487?publication=0
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2702520?publication=0
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
https://new.matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2712487?publication=0
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2702520?publication=0
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/3322328
https://new.matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2712487?publication=0
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2269957?publication=0
https://parliament.ge/media/news/budget-and-finance-committee-hearing-state-audit-report-of-2019
https://info.parliament.ge/file/1/BillReviewContent/204483

Official Statistics @

While no official statistics specifically on social innovation were identified, data exists on related sectors.
* GeoStat publishes Business Register data by legal status, including cooperatives and non-commercial
entities.
* Statistics on non-profit institutions include turnover, production value, and employment indicators. 2 12

J
( N
Government Programs Q6
Public programs support innovation broadly, with some relevance to social innovation.
E @ * The 2015 action plan includes “social enterprise creation and development.” 2
w * GITA startup matching grants (up to GEL 150,000). 1t
* World Bank GENIE project (USD 40 million commitment). 12
« Continued investment in innovation infrastructure and grant mechanisms. 12
J
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Stakeholders @ &
The ecosystem includes international organisations, local support
actors, and impact finance actors.
» UNDP Accelerator Lab (innovation experimentation). 14
« UNICEF UPSHIFT (youth social innovation). 12
« Business and Technology University (programme partner). 12
* Impact Hub Thbilisi (Social Impact Award).1¢
« CSRDG (social entrepreneurship programming).
* Actio Impact Fund (impact finance + technical assistance). 12
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Support Initiatives @ &
Structured initiatives support skills development and early-stage innovation.
* UNICEF UPSHIFT (youth-focused social innovation programme across cities). 12
* Social Impact Award (student pathway to social enterprise). 1¢
« CSRDG social entrepreneurship programme.
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Collaboration Q @
Collaboration occurs mainly through donor-supported initiatives and competitions.
* Actio and CSRDG collaboration on impact investing and thematic priorities. 12
* Social Impact Award provides recurring collaboration and competition structures. 1¢
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Financing Schemes & &

Financing combines public support, development finance, and emerging impact investment.
* GITA startup grants (up to GEL 150,000). 11

l - World Bank GENIE project (USD 40 million). 12

* Actio impact finance (grants, loans, technical assistance). 12

 CSRDG reports GEL 1.2 million in investment linked to Actio. 12



https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2702520?publication=0
https://grants.gov.ge/en/Grants?call=299
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/762841554385191318/pdf/Disclosable-Restructuring-Paper-Georgia-National-Innovation-Ecosystem-GENIE-Project-P152441.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099031324183549071/pdf/P15244112932060bc1bfef13dfd1240d067.pdf
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/67/by-legal-status
https://www.geostat.ge/media/71589/0505_260625_EN.PDF
https://www.geostat.ge/media/73591/Main-Indicators-of-Non-Profit-Institutions---2024.pdf
https://www.undp.org/georgia/press-releases/answering-call-future
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/empowering-youth-drive-social-change-upshift-social-innovation-entrepreneurship
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/empowering-youth-drive-social-change-upshift-social-innovation-entrepreneurship
https://tbilisi.impacthub.net/socialimpactaward/
https://www.csrdg.ge/en/programs/sotsialuri-metsarmeoba
https://actio.ge/en/aboutus
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/empowering-youth-drive-social-change-upshift-social-innovation-entrepreneurship
https://tbilisi.impacthub.net/socialimpactaward/
https://www.csrdg.ge/en/programs/sotsialuri-metsarmeoba
https://www.csrdg.ge/en/siakhle/gavlenis-fondi-aqtsios-angarishi
https://tbilisi.impacthub.net/socialimpactaward/
https://grants.gov.ge/en/Grants?call=299
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/762841554385191318/pdf/Disclosable-Restructuring-Paper-Georgia-National-Innovation-Ecosystem-GENIE-Project-P152441.pdf
https://actio.ge/en/aboutus
https://www.csrdg.ge/en/siakhle/gavlenis-fondi-aqtsios-angarishi

Financing Inclusivity

/@\ Several programmes explicitly target inclusion.
ﬁiﬁ « UNICEF UPSHIFT targets youth (14-18).1%
 CSRDG focuses on vulnerable groups. 1Z
* Actio supports work integration and inclusion. 1&
* Government planning links social enterprise to reintegration contexts. 2
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Public Awareness of Social Innovation
Public awareness is growing through policy discussion and international programmes.
* Parliamentary discussions on social entrepreneurship legislation. X
« UNICEF promotes social innovation in youth discourse. 12
J
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Research Q @
Research is mainly reflected through international benchmarking and development analysis.
* Global Innovation Index ranking (56/139). 22
* World Bank ecosystem analysis (GENIE). 12
J
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Education & Human Capital @ &
Education pathways exist mainly through programmes rather than formal degrees.
* UNICEF UPSHIFT (youth training). 12
¢ Social Impact Award (student-focused learning).1¢
J
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Entrepreneurship
Georgia shows strong general entrepreneurship performance.
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This snapshot was developed, with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social Innovation
by One Family Foundation. Updated March 2026.

Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:



https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/empowering-youth-drive-social-change-upshift-social-innovation-entrepreneurship
https://www.csrdg.ge/en/programs/sotsialuri-metsarmeoba
https://actio.ge/en/aboutus
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2702520?publication=0
https://parliament.ge/media/news/budget-and-finance-committee-hearing-state-audit-report-of-2019
https://info.parliament.ge/file/1/BillReviewContent/204483
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/empowering-youth-drive-social-change-upshift-social-innovation-entrepreneurship
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/gii-ranking/2025/ge.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099031324183549071/pdf/P15244112932060bc1bfef13dfd1240d067.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/empowering-youth-drive-social-change-upshift-social-innovation-entrepreneurship
https://tbilisi.impacthub.net/socialimpactaward/
https://www.gemconsortium.org/economy-profiles/georgia-2
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/INDC_of_Georgia.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/NDC/2022-06/NDC%20Georgia_ENG%20WEB-approved.pdf
https://epi.yale.edu/country/2024/GEO
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/data/voter-turnout-database
https://www.idis.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/wgi_2024_report.pdf
https://governmentcouncil.org/gcsi-members

