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Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Italy’s social innovation ecosystem.

0 Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Official Definition of Social Innovation &

* While there is no single statutory definition of “social innovation” in national law, the concept
appears in policy instruments such as the Social Innovation Fund (Fondo di innovazione sociale),
which frames social innovation as interventions addressing social needs and strengthening public
administrations’ capacity in line with European standards 2.

* Italy instead relies on adjacent frameworks such as Third Sector entities (ETS), social enterprises,
and social cooperatives to structure social innovation activity 2432£,

Government Body for Social Innovation &
@ * Rather than a dedicated agency, responsibility is cross-cutting:

1. The Social Innovation Fund, established by a Decree of the President of the Council of
Ministers, provides a national mechanism supporting public administrations in designing and
implementing social innovation interventions 2.

2. The Ministry of Labour and Social Policies plays a central coordinating role for the Third Sector,
including guidance on co-programming and co-design between public administrations and civil
society actors L.

3. A permanent evaluation/monitoring committee (Comitato permanente) is established “without
additional burden” within the Department of the Public Services within the Ministry of Public
Administration to evaluate interventions and monitor programme delivery 2L,

Government Strategy for Social Innovation

* While no standalone national strategy exists, the Social Innovation Fund functions as a
structured multi-year implementation framework supporting experimentation and scaling of
social innovation at local level 2.

* At EU level, Italy’s Recovery and Resilience Plan includes stakeholder consultation mechanisms
involving civil society, reinforcing collaborative governance approaches relevant to social
innovation &,



https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2016/06/18/16G00118/sg
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/dettaglio/codici/terzoSettore
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2017/07/19/17G00124/sg
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/1991/12/03/091G0410/sg
https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf
https://www.lavoro.gov.it/documenti-e-norme/normative/Documents/2021/DM-72-del-31032021.pdf
https://def.finanze.it/DocTribFrontend/executePrintArticolo.do?codiceOrdinamento=200000800000000&id=%7B92679F9E-32D2-4D91-9D02-EC52BB1CC1D9%7D&idAttoNormativo=%7BDBA64CE8-58CC-4497-B0B7-7E60B91C07C7%7D
https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10160-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf

Policies, Laws & Regulations 2 &

Italy’s enabling environment is anchored in the Third Sector reform:
o Law No. 106/2016 and Legislative Decree No. | [7/2017 (Third Sector Code) establish a
unified legal framework for Third Sector entities 24,
o Legislative Decree No. | 12/2017 regulates social enterprises, defining their mission and
governance 2.
o Law No.381/1991 on social cooperatives establishes work integration and service delivery
roles 2.
* Partnership-based delivery is enabled through national guidelines on co-programming and
co-design between public administrations and Third Sector entities Z.
* Impact measurement is supported through national guidelines on social impact evaluation, setting
methodologies for assessing outcomes 2.
* Public procurement includes social clauses and reserved contracts supporting access for social

economy actors ‘LQ“'.

Official Statistics @

* While no dedicated statistics on social innovation exist, Italy collects extensive official data on the
non-profit sector through the national statistics office’s (ISTAT) Permanent Census and administrative
registers 12,

* The RUNTS (National Register of the Third Sector) provides publicly accessible data on over 119,000
entities (2023), and ISTAT explicitly includes measurement of “processes of social innovation
generated” within its statistical framework 12 13,

Government Programs Q @

* Fondo di innovazione sociale (2018; operationalised 2019) : national funding instrument supporting
feasibility, experimentation, and scaling of social innovation, with €25 million allocated over
2018-2020 2.

* Italia Economia Sociale (from 2022) : blended finance instrument supporting investment and growth
in social enterprises and cooperatives, with a budget of €223 million 14 13,

ECOSYSTEM

Stakeholders 0 @

Italy’s ecosystem is strongly anchored in the Third Sector and social
economy:
* Forum Nazionale del Terzo Settore: umbrella network representing civil
society organisations and promoting collaboration (national level) 1£.
* Research centres such as TIRESIA (Politecnico di Milano) and EURICSE
contribute to impact measurement and social innovation research 1617,
* Place-based ecosystems such as Torino Social Impact bring together
public, private, and civil society actors to advance impact-oriented
development £,
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Support Initiatives (v] @

Support is delivered through research centres, incubators, and local ecosystems:
* TIRESIA provides training, advisory, and executive education on social innovation and impact finance
17
* Regional ecosystems (e.g., Torino Social Impact) offer structured collaboration platforms,
capacity-building, and project incubation 12,

Collaboration 0 @

* Collaboration is institutionalised through national co-programming and co-design frameworks
enabling partnerships between public administrations and Third Sector actors ..
* The Social Innovation Fund requires partnership-based project design and evaluation, promoting

replicability and scaling of solutions across regions 2.



https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2016/06/18/16G00118/sg
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/dettaglio/codici/terzoSettore
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2017/07/19/17G00124/sg
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2017/07/19/17G00124/sg
https://www.lavoro.gov.it/documenti-e-norme/normative/Documents/2021/DM-72-del-31032021.pdf
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2019/09/12/19A05601/sg
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2023-03-31;36~art57
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2023-03-31;36~art61
https://www.istat.it/comunicato-stampa/struttura-e-profili-del-settore-non-profit-anno-2023/
https://www.istat.it/comunicato-stampa/struttura-e-profili-del-settore-non-profit-anno-2023/
https://www.istat.it/statistiche-per-temi/censimenti/istituzioni-non-profit/
https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf
https://www.invitalia.it/incentivi-e-strumenti/italia-economia-sociale
https://www.mimit.gov.it/it/incentivi/agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-diffusione-e-il-rafforzamento-dell-economia-sociale
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-italy.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-italy.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/italy_17c33ddc/b59ff4e5-en.pdf
https://www.torinosocialimpact.it/en/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/italy_17c33ddc/b59ff4e5-en.pdf
https://www.torinosocialimpact.it/en/
https://www.lavoro.gov.it/documenti-e-norme/normative/Documents/2021/DM-72-del-31032021.pdf
https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf

Events & Awards @ &

Italy hosts a growing number of ecosystem events and recognition platforms:
* Torino Social Impact events and annual gatherings bring together public institutions, investors, and
A/ \A social innovators to promote impact economy initiatives 12,
* Social Innovation Tournament (European Investment Bank, with Italian participation) supports
early-stage social innovation projects through funding and visibility 12.
* Social Impact Award Italy promotes youth-led social entrepreneurship through incubation and
national competitions 22,

FINANCE

Financing Schemes & &

* Public finance (direct): Fondo di innovazione sociale provides dedicated funding for social innovation
interventions via three channels for feasibility, piloting and scaling social innovation projects
(2018-2020), including structured interventions and calls with defined ceilings 2.

* Public finance (connected): Italia Economia Sociale offers blended finance (grants and subsidised loans)
to social economy entities 14 12,

* Tax-designated giving: the “cinque per mille” mechanism allows taxpayers to allocate income tax shares
to eligible Third Sector organisations 2L,

* Impact and philanthropic finance: OECD identifies foundations, ethical banks, and impact investors as
key funders of social economy organisations 1617,
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Financing Inclusivity

* Targeted inclusion tools appear in labour market and procurement-related measures: for example, the
OECD country note highlights reduced wage-cost burdens for “Type B” social co-operatives
employing disadvantaged workers and the use of reserved procurement contracts to create
opportunities for social enterprises/co-operatives ¢,

* For the Social Innovation Fund, public sources reviewed do not indicate consistent national-level
quotas targeting specific demographic groups within core social innovation funding instruments 2.

=5

SOCIETY

Public Awareness of Social Innovation

* While not uniformly used across legislation, “social innovation” has formal visibility through the Social
Innovation Fund and ISTATs statistical framework, indicating growing recognition in policy and
institutional discourse 2 13,

Research @ &

* ltaly has a strong research base linked to the social economy:
o OECD analyses highlight the Third Sector as a key foundation for social innovation policy and
research 1611,
o Research centres (e.g., TIRESIA, EURICSE) focus on impact evaluation, social entrepreneurship,
and inclusive innovation L.
* Research and policy analysis bodies (e.g., INAPP) also contribute to national debate on social
economy and innovation-oriented policy (including reporting on the national action plan process) 2%

Education & Human Capital Q6

* Higher education and professional development opportunities relevant to social innovation are
commonly anchored in Third Sector governance, social entrepreneurship and impact evaluation/finance;
however, no national estimate of graduates specialising in social innovation was identified.

! « Social innovation is integrated into higher education and professional training:

ASV=A o Sapienza University of Rome offers programmes covering “processes of social innovation” and

welfare governance 22,

o Executive education and specialised training in impact finance and social innovation are provided by

research centres such as TIRESIA - Politecnico di Milano 1Z,
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https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf
https://www.invitalia.it/incentivi-e-strumenti/italia-economia-sociale
https://www.mimit.gov.it/it/incentivi/agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-diffusione-e-il-rafforzamento-dell-economia-sociale
https://www.agenziaentrate.gov.it/portale/area-tematica-5x1000
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-italy.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/italy_17c33ddc/b59ff4e5-en.pdf
https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf
https://www.istat.it/statistiche-per-temi/censimenti/istituzioni-non-profit/
https://www.torinosocialimpact.it/en/
https://www.eib.org/en/about/partners/eib-institute/index
https://socialimpactaward.net/?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fitaly.socialimpactaward.nethttps://socialimpactaward.net/?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fitaly.socialimpactaward.net
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/1991/12/03/091G0410/sg
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/italy_17c33ddc/b59ff4e5-en.pdf
https://presidenza.governo.it/AmministrazioneTrasparente/Sovvenzioni/CriteriModalita/DFP/progettisperimentali/Decreto_20191119_interventi-ammessi.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-italy.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/italy_17c33ddc/b59ff4e5-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/italy_17c33ddc/b59ff4e5-en.pdf
https://www.inapp.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/Non-organizzati/INAPPNews_11_2025_compressed.pdf
https://www.uniroma1.it/it/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/italy_17c33ddc/b59ff4e5-en.pdf

Entrepreneurship
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Business
Environment

the World Bank discontinued
“Doing Business” and has
introduced Business Ready
(B-READY); subnational
B-READY materials for Italy
highlight specific regulatory
areas (e.g., Business Location
and Dispute Resolution) with
room for improvement 2324,
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A 33 countries
Innovation Capacity
Cameroon ranks 123/133,

improving to | 16/139 in
2025

Global Innovation Index (GlI)
2025 (WIPO) %,

Entrepreneurial activity

8.3%

GEM reports Total
Early-stage
Entrepreneurial Activity
(TEA) at 8.3% (2023),
indicating moderate
entrepreneuzzial dynamism

Social & Environmental Consciousness
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Solidarity

Political
participation
Official parliamentary
election data shows
national voter turnout
reporting for the
September 2022
Chamber of Deputies
election cycle 28,

i

population

19%

Volunteerism
and giving
Italy ranks 101st,
with 19% reporting
volunteering time
(plus 35% donating
money and 54%
helping a stranger,
per Gallup World

Poll measures) 2L.

CAFWorld Giving
Index 2024

-
I 80 countries

Sustainability

29th

Italy ranks 29th overall,
and 30th on the Climate
Change component 22,

Environmental
Performance Index (EPI)
2024

Innovation by One Family Foundation. Updated April 2026.

Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:

This snapshot was developed, with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social



https://www.wipo.int/edocs/gii-ranking/2025/it.pdf
https://www.gemconsortium.org/economy-profiles/italy-2
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2021/09/16/world-bank-group-to-discontinue-doing-business-report
https://www.worldbank.org/en/regulatoryefficiency/economy/italy
https://epi.yale.edu/country/2024/ITA
https://data.ipu.org/parliament/IT/IT-LC01/election/IT-LC01-E20220925/
https://www.cafonline.org/docs/default-source/inside-giving/wgi/wgi_2024_report.pdf
https://governmentcouncil.org/gcsi-members

