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Enabling Social Innovation
<

in Lithuania

Country Snapshot

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Lithuania’s social innovation ecosystem.

a Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Official Definition of Social Innovation @

Lithuania often relies on European Union (EU) and programme definitions of social innovation,
including ESF+ framing that supports developing and implementing new or improved approaches to
meet social needs. 2

A standalone statutory definition was not identified in the reviewed public sources; however related
policy concepts include “social business” (socialinis verslas) is a key adjacent policy concept.
Programme guidance on social innovation is also available (e.g., Socialiniy inovacijy gairés). 2
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Government Body for Social Innovation (v]

Lithuania’s enabling environment is supported through several public bodies whose mandates
intersect with social innovation, social policy experimentation, and social business development:

* Ministry of Social Security and Labour of the Republic of Lithuania: Presents social
innovation as central to the EU EaSI programme (managed by the European Commission) and its
support for social innovation activities. 4

* European Social Fund Agency: Implements ES-funded programming and leads work linked to
a National Competence Centre for Social Innovation. 2

* Ministry of the Economy and Innovation of the Republic of Lithuania and Innovation
Agency Lithuania: Maintains “social business” policy and support tools, including acceleration
support.
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Government Strategy for Social Innovation &

While no standalone strategy exclusively dedicated to social innovation was identified, related
elements appear in:

e Lithuania 2050” (Seimas-hosted national vision/state progress strategy) references innovation
approaches to societal challenges, providing a broad context in which social innovation can be

positioned.

* The 2021-2030 National Progress Programme sets an overarching national planning framework
(useful as a reference point for linking social innovation to public investment priorities). 12

* Smart specialisation priorities include thematic areas that explicitly reference “social
innovations” as a component of innovation policy. 1!



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R1057
https://www.esinvesticijos.lt/uploads/documents/docs/2025-10/0e7344865331f9dd21705ecf43b21aa962b95fb23c23c65dc4d1129c421e6411.pdf
https://socmin.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/tarptautinis-bendradarbiavimas-ir-es/uzimtumo-ir-socialiniu-inovaciju-easi-programa/
https://www.esf.lt/projektai/nacionalinis-socialiniu-inovaciju-kompetenciju-centras/projekto-veiklos/
https://socialinisverslas.inovacijuagentura.lt/akceleravimo-programa/
https://www.lrs.lt/sip/getFile3?p_fid=83423
https://2014.esinvesticijos.lt/uploads/main/documents/files/Post%202020/2_%20LRVK_NPP.pdf
https://eimin.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/inovaciju-veiklos-sritis/sumanioji-specializacija/
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
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Policies, Laws & Regulations % &

Lithuania’s policy environment supports social innovation primarily through adjacent legal and
regulatory mechanisms, especially social business policy, SME legislation, and public procurement
guidance.

Key instruments include:

* “Social business” policy concept: the Social Business Concept outlines what is meant by “social
business” in Lithuanian policy, including mission primacy and the use of business models to deliver
social benefit.

* SME framework: amendments to the Small and Medium Business Development Law provide for a
“social business status,” with procedures and requirements to be set by the Government or an
authorised institution (including promotion measures and an impact measurement methodology).

* Socially responsible procurement: Public Procurement Office guidance supports the
operationalisation of social objectives in purchasing and notes reforms affecting “social enterprise
status” (including that the status is described as abolished from | January 2023, in the context of
procurement guidance). &
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Official Statistics @

Public evidence points to administrative and programme datasets relevant to social innovation-adjacent
fields, including:
* NGOl/legal-entity data referenced as sourced from the State Enterprise Centre of Registers (via
OECD reporting). 12
* Register datasets labelled “non-governmental organisation,” noted in European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights civic space reporting. 12

A dedicated official statistical series specifically for “social innovation” was not identified in the reviewed
sources.
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Government Programs (v] @

Lithuania’s public support for social innovation is visible through EU-funded programming,
competence-building initiatives, and structured support for social business development.

* National Competence Centre for Social Innovation: ESF Agency programme information
outlines a mission and strategic goals focused on stimulating social innovation and strengthening
society’s capacity to solve problems innovatively. 2

* Social innovation guidance: “Socialiniy inovacijy gairés” provides a programme-linked framework

for understanding and applying social innovation principles in practice (including public sector

relevance). 2

ES investments calls for social business: Published calls support social business

creation/development; one call example sets a maximum grant amount of €58,500 and a high

co-financing rate (demonstrating the scale and design of grant-type support). 12

* Social business accelerator: An Innovation Agency programme provides training, expert
consultations, networking, and international exposure elements for social businesses. 12

* EaSI programme positioning: The social policy ministry page describes EaSI as an EU instrument
where social innovation is central and notes annual funding for social innovation activities. 4
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ECOSYSTEM

Stakeholders 0 @

Lithuania’s social innovation ecosystem includes public implementers,
EU-programme actors, networks, and higher-education institutions
active in social innovation research and skills development.
* OECD mapping highlights the “Lithuanian Social Innovation
Cluster” and cross-sector partnerships involving public bodies. 12
* European Commission EU Social Economy Gateway provides an
overview of Lithuania’s social economy landscape and entity types.
16
* Universities contribute via programmes, labs, and convenings (e.g.,
Kaunas University of Technology,Vilnius University, Mykolas
Romeris University,Vytautas Magnus University). 12 20 21 22



https://natlex.ilo.org/dyn/natlex2/natlex2/files/download/52144/LTU-52144.pdf
https://vpt.lrv.lt/public/canonical/1765880243/20339/Socialiai_atsakingu_pirkimu_gaires_nuo_2025_05-23_iki_2025-12-16.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-lithuania.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/lt_franet_civic_space_2021-22_en.pdf
https://www.esf.lt/projektai/nacionalinis-socialiniu-inovaciju-kompetenciju-centras/projekto-veiklos/
https://www.esinvesticijos.lt/uploads/documents/docs/2025-10/0e7344865331f9dd21705ecf43b21aa962b95fb23c23c65dc4d1129c421e6411.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/lt_franet_civic_space_2021-22_en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-lithuania.pdf
https://socmin.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/tarptautinis-bendradarbiavimas-ir-es/uzimtumo-ir-socialiniu-inovaciju-easi-programa/
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/social-economy-in-europe_12970cca-en/lithuania_a5151a40-en.html
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/my-country/lithuania_en
https://admissions.ktu.edu/programme/m-social-innovations-and-research/
https://www.vu.lt/site_files/Vadyba_M.pdf
https://socin2024.mruni.eu/
https://www.vdu.lt/lt/vdu-su-partneriais-steigia-socialiniu-inovatoriu-akademija/
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Support Initiatives 96

Ecosystem support initiatives combine public-programme capacity building and structured
entrepreneurship support:
* Social business acceleration and capacity building is delivered through the Innovation Agency’s
accelerator model (training, consulting, networks, and international exposure). 12
* The National Competence Centre for Social Innovation is positioned to strengthen ecosystem
coordination and capability through a national competence-building approach. 2
* Higher-education “labs” and academies add practice-oriented infrastructure, including MRU’s social
innovation lab network framing and VDU’s Social Innovators Academy initiative. 22 26
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Collaboratio® &
Lithuania demonstrates cross-sector collaboration through convenings, awards, and network activity:
* Innovation recognition: The Lithuanian-American Innovation Awards include a dedicated “Social
Impact Award” category. 2
* Research and ecosystem convening: SOCIN’24 provides an academic and practitioner-facing forum
on social innovations. 22
* Network collaboration: OECD reporting highlights partnerships facilitated through the Lithuanian
Social Innovation Cluster (cross-sector linkages). 14
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Financing Schemes @ &

Funding for social innovation and adjacent activity is primarily driven by EU-linked programmes and
national implementation mechanisms:
* ES investments grant calls support “social business” development, with published call parameters (e.g.,
maximum grant amounts and co-financing rates) illustrating operational funding mechanisms. 12
¢ Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI) positioning in Lithuania describes annual resources devoted
to social innovation activities. 4
* OECD and EU ecosystem mapping provide contextual evidence on the financing landscape for social
economy and social enterprise development (helpful for identifying funding pathways and institutional
roles). 14 12

Public evidence of dedicated national impact investment funds or social impact bonds was not identified
in the sources reviewed for this snapshot; EU and public grant instruments appear to be the most visible
funding backbone in this brief. 13 14

Financing Inclusivity

Available programme documentation suggests that inclusivity targeting is embedded in at least
some instruments:
* Youth: The EaSI framing in Lithuania highlights youth as a priority area for social innovation
activity. 4
* Disadvantaged groups: ES investments calls for social business development are designed to
address exclusion and may specify disadvantaged target groups (as described in call
documentation). 12

Public evidence of dedicated funding streams explicitly earmarked for women-led social
innovation (as a primary criterion) was not identified in the sources reviewed.
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SOCIETY

Public Awareness of Social Innovation
Social innovation is visible in public-policy framing through EU programme positioning (EaSI) and
ES-funded national guidance and capacity-building initiatives. 2 4 2



https://inovacijuagentura.lt/events-ext/view/4333?lang=en
https://socin2024.mruni.eu/
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/social-economy-in-europe_12970cca-en/lithuania_a5151a40-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-lithuania.pdf
https://www.esf.lt/projektai/nacionalinis-socialiniu-inovaciju-kompetenciju-centras/projekto-veiklos/
https://socin2024.mruni.eu/
https://www.vdu.lt/lt/vdu-su-partneriais-steigia-socialiniu-inovatoriu-akademija/
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/lt_franet_civic_space_2021-22_en.pdf
https://socmin.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/tarptautinis-bendradarbiavimas-ir-es/uzimtumo-ir-socialiniu-inovaciju-easi-programa/
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/social-economy-in-europe_12970cca-en/lithuania_a5151a40-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/social-economy-in-europe_12970cca-en/lithuania_a5151a40-en.html
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/lt_franet_civic_space_2021-22_en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/social-economy-in-europe_12970cca-en/lithuania_a5151a40-en.html
https://socmin.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/tarptautinis-bendradarbiavimas-ir-es/uzimtumo-ir-socialiniu-inovaciju-easi-programa/
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/lt_franet_civic_space_2021-22_en.pdf
https://www.esinvesticijos.lt/uploads/documents/docs/2025-10/0e7344865331f9dd21705ecf43b21aa962b95fb23c23c65dc4d1129c421e6411.pdf
https://socmin.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/tarptautinis-bendradarbiavimas-ir-es/uzimtumo-ir-socialiniu-inovaciju-easi-programa/
https://www.esf.lt/projektai/nacionalinis-socialiniu-inovaciju-kompetenciju-centras/projekto-veiklos/

Research 0 @

Higher education institutions support social innovation research and convening (e.g., KTU programme
and MRU conference platform). 12 21

Education & Human Capital (V) @

Education and skills development for social innovation are supported through both higher education and
ecosystem programmes:
* Degree and curriculum-based learning (KTU programme;VU curriculum including social innovation
course content), 22 24
* Practice-oriented training and mentoring for social entrepreneurs and social businesses through the
Innovation Agency’s accelerator model. 12
* University-led initiatives such asVDU'’s Social Innovators Academy contribute to talent pipelines and
community-oriented capacity building. 2

Entrepreneurship

General entrepreneurship performance and the broader innovation environment provide useful context
for scaling social innovation
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This snapshot was developed with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social Innovation

by One Family Foundation. Updated March 2026.
Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:



https://admissions.ktu.edu/programme/m-social-innovations-and-research/
https://www.vu.lt/site_files/Vadyba_M.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/social-economy-and-social-innovation/country-fact-sheets/country-fact-sheet-lithuania.pdf
https://www.vdu.lt/lt/vdu-su-partneriais-steigia-socialiniu-inovatoriu-akademija/
https://admissions.ktu.edu/programme/m-social-innovations-and-research/
https://socin2024.mruni.eu/
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/gii-ranking/2025/lt.pdf
https://www.vu.lt/site_files/Vadyba_M.pdf
https://socin2024.mruni.eu/
https://socin2024.mruni.eu/
https://www.vdu.lt/lt/vdu-su-partneriais-steigia-socialiniu-inovatoriu-akademija/
https://socialinisverslas.inovacijuagentura.lt/akceleravimo-programa/
https://governmentcouncil.org/gcsi-members

