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Country Snapshot

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Poland’s social innovation ecosystem.

a Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

N
Official Definition of Social Innovation &
Poland has no formal legal definition of social innovation. Public policy instead relies on EU-level
understandings that frame social innovation as new solutions addressing social needs more effectively
while creating social value 2. The concept is mainly applied through social economy and social
entrepreneurship policy.

J

Government Body for Social Innovation Q

Rather than a dedicated agency, responsibility for social innovation is distributed across ministries.
* The Ministry of Family and Social Policy oversees social economy and social enterprise
policy 2.
* The Ministry of Funds and Regional Policy manages EU-funded programs that finance social
innovation initiatives 4.

Government Strategy for Social Innovation

Poland does not have a standalone national social innovation strategy. Social innovation objectives
are embedded in broader frameworks, notably the National Programme for the
Development of the Social Economy (KPRES), which promotes innovative solutions

delivered by social enterprises 2.

Policies, Laws & Regulations % &

¢ Social Impact Bonds pilots (2017-2019) tested outcome-based financing for social services £.

ﬁ% * Act on Social Economy (2022) establishes a legal framework for social enterprises and support
I-mj measures L.
* Public benefit legislation allows taxpayers to allocate 1.5% of personal income tax to

public-benefit organisations, indirectly supporting innovative social initiatives £,

Official Statistics @

Poland does not collect statistics explicitly labelled as “social innovation.” Instead, Statistics Poland
produces a Social Economy Satellite Account, measuring the economic contribution of social
economy entities .



https://espas.secure.europarl.europa.eu/orbis/system/files/generated/document/en/social_innovation_decade_of_changes.pdf
https://www.gov.pl/web/rodzina/ekonomia-spoleczna
https://www.gov.pl/web/fundusze-regiony
https://www.gov.pl/web/rodzina/krajowy-program-rozwoju-ekonomii-spolecznej
https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/society.html'
https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU20220001829
https://www.gov.pl/web/finanse/15-podatku-dla-opp
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
https://stat.gov.pl/en/topics/national-accounts/social-economy-satellite-account/

Government Programs 0 @

g Q Government support for social innovation is largely delivered through EU funds.

w * Social Innovation Incubators (since 2016) support the testing and scaling of grassroots

solutions 12,

* Under European Funds for Social Development 2021-2027, around PLN 900 million is
allocated to social innovation activities, including incubation and acceleration 1L,

ECOSYSTEM

Stakeholders 0 @

Poland’s ecosystem relies heavily on non-governmental and hybrid actors.
* Social Innovation Catalyst (National Competence Centre) coordinates
incubators and knowledge exchange 12.
* A nationwide network of Social Economy Support Centres (OWES)
provides advisory and capacity-building services 2.
* NGOs, foundations and academic centres play a central role in piloting and

disseminating innovations.

N
Support Initiatives Q6
Non-financial support is mainly delivered through incubators and labs.
* Regional and thematic incubators provide mentoring, testing grants and evaluation.
« Knowledge platforms document and disseminate validated social innovations 12,
J
-
Collaboration 0 @
Cross-sector collaboration is growing but remains project-based.
* Partnerships between incubators and local governments aim to mainstream proven solutions into
public services 13,
* Coordination platforms link public authorities, NGOs and social enterprises.
J
-
Events & Awards @ @
* wymlaNNa — national social innovation exchange forum organised by the Social Innovation
Catalyst 12,
* Best Social Enterprise of the Year (Jacek Kuron Award) recognises innovative social
enterprises 14,
J

FINANCE

Financing Schemes & @&

Social innovation financing is predominantly public.
* ESF / ESF+ grants fund incubation, piloting and scaling of innovations L,
* National Fund for Social Entrepreneurship provides loans to social enterprises 12,
* Private impact investment remains limited, with few dedicated funds.

Inclusiveness of Financing

Public funding prioritises vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities, older people,
long-term unemployed and disadvantaged territories 12 Access to capital remains uneven for
smaller and rural initiatives.



https://www.efs.gov.pl/innowacje-spoleczne/
https://www.gov.pl/web/fundusze-regiony/fers
https://innowacjespoleczne.pl/
https://stat.gov.pl/en/topics/national-accounts/social-economy-satellite-account/
https://www.gov.pl/web/rodzina/skalowanie-innowacji-spolecznych
https://innowacjespoleczne.pl/
https://innowacjespoleczne.pl/
https://fise.org.pl/konkurs-es/
https://www.gov.pl/web/fundusze-regiony/fers
https://www.fi-compass.eu/library/case-studies/financing-social-economy-poland
https://www.efs.gov.pl/innowacje-spoleczne/

SOCIETY

Public Awareness of Social Innovation

Social innovation is not widely recognised in public discourse. Awareness remains largely confined to
policy, NGO and academic circles, despite growing visibility of individual projects 2.

Research Q @

Academic work on social innovation is emerging, mainly within social economy and public policy
research. Polish institutions participate in EU-level research and evaluation projects, but no dedicated
national research program exists 2.

Education & Human Capital 6

There are no dedicated degree programs in social innovation. Elements are integrated into courses on
social entrepreneurship, social economy and public policy, complemented by informal training through
incubators and NGOs 12,

Entrepreneurship

Poland’s business environment is moderately supportive.
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This snapshot was developed, with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social

Innovation by One Family Foundation. Updated February 2026.
Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:



https://espas.secure.europarl.europa.eu/orbis/system/files/generated/document/en/social_innovation_decade_of_changes.pdf
https://www.efs.gov.pl/innowacje-spoleczne/
https://espas.secure.europarl.europa.eu/orbis/system/files/generated/document/en/social_innovation_decade_of_changes.pdf
https://www.gemconsortium.org/report/global-entrepreneurship-monitor-gem-20232024-global-report-25-years-and-growing
https://www.eiu.com/n/global-themes/business-environment-rankings/
https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp
https://epi.yale.edu/country/2024/POL
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2023/
https://governmentcouncil.org/gcsi-members

