Government
ﬂ Council for

Enabling SOCiaI Innovation [ ] Social Innovation
in French Polynesia \

Country Snapshot

"b B i
4-—3,

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from French Polynesia’s social innovation ecosystem.

Q Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

~
Official Definition of Social Innovatiof®)
While no territory-specific legal definition of “social innovation” was identified, government-facing public materials
increasingly frame enabling action through Economie Sociale et Solidaire (ESS), including preparatory work
towards a dedicated ESS law. 2
As a reference point, France’s 2014 ESS law defines “innovation sociale”, and French Polynesia’s ESS bill is
communicated as inspired by that framework. 22
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Government Body for Social Innovati®
Public sources reviewed did not identify a dedicated social innovation ministry; enabling responsibilities appear
concentrated in economic development and digital transformation bodies. Agence de Développement
Economique supports economic development and competitiveness and is tasked with structuring ESS (including
preparatory work towards an ESS bill). 2 4
Direction générale de I’économie numérique runs digital funding and inclusion schemes (e.g., grants for start-ups
and digital transition; support for inclusion through digital skills and equipment). 2¢
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Government Strategy for Social Innovath
While no standalone “social innovation strategy” was identified, relevant priorities appear in broader territorial
strategies:
* Innovation Strategy 2030 (“Polynésie, Océan d’Innovation’’) sets an enabling frame for innovative
projects and skills aligned with sustainable and inclusive development, and is reported as adopted in October
2022.1
* Implementation of Innovation Strategy 2030 is publicly described as structured around a 40-action plan and
cross-stakeholder workshops (institutional, academic, economic and societal actors). &
* The economic development strategy Cap 2033 (2023-2033) is presented as targeting a more diversified,
resilient and equitable economy, with monitoring led by a team within ADE. £
* The PCPF 2030 Plan d’action (2024-2030) embeds principles linked to environmental protection and
solidarity, which can provide a policy backdrop for mission-oriented innovation. 12
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Policies, Laws & Regulations & &
While no social innovation-specific law was identified, adjacent enabling frameworks are publicly
l‘aaj evidenced:
m * ESS bill under preparation: government communication indicates that a local ESS legal framework is
being prepared, inspired by France’s 2014 ESS law. 2
* Public procurement: the Polynesian Public Procurement Code provides for a negotiated procedure
in limited cases including contracts concluded solely for research, testing, experimentation or
development. 11
* Investment incentives:a Chamber of Accounts report describes the “Code des investissements” as
structuring local tax incentive/defiscalisation mechanisms aimed at supporting investment aligned
with public policy and job creation. 12



https://www.service-public.pf/ade/bilan-de-letude-diagnostique-et-de-structuration-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire-en-polynesie-francaise/
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/bilan-de-letude-diagnostique-et-de-structuration-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire-en-polynesie-francaise/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/article_lc/LEGIARTI000029315042
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/bilan-de-letude-diagnostique-et-de-structuration-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire-en-polynesie-francaise/
https://www.service-public.pf/voir/annuaire/ade-agence-de-developpement-economique/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/dispositif-daide-au-digital-dad-3/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/aide-a-linclusion-digitale-aid-en-faveur-de-la-federation-te-niu-o-te-huma/
https://www.service-public.pf/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Strategie-Innovation-Polynesie-2030.pdf
https://www.assemblee.pf/actualite/article/lancement-de-la-mise-en-%C5%93uvre-de-la-strategie-de-l_innovation-2030-de-la-polynes/9834
https://www.presidence.pf/conseil_ministres/conseil-des-ministres-du-28-mars-2026/
https://www.service-public.pf/sde/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2024/12/PCPF_PlanActioncomplet_amende_20241211_compressed.pdf
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/bilan-de-letude-diagnostique-et-de-structuration-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire-en-polynesie-francaise/
https://www.service-public.pf/marchespublics/cpmp_livre-iii-procedures-de-passation/
https://www.ccomptes.fr/sites/default/files/2025-07/PFR2025009_0.pdf

Official Statistics @

While official statistics specifically labelled “social innovation” were not identified, public evidence exists
for ESS measurement and standard enterprise statistics:
* ADF'’s ESS diagnostic reports metrics on employer establishments, employment and wage mass.
¢ Institut de la statistique de la Polynésie francaise publishes enterprise demography and methodological
notes using the territorial enterprise register. 12
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Government Programs Q @

Publicly documented government-backed programmes that can enable social innovation include:

* ESS structuring pathway: ADE reports an ESS diagnostic and describes work towards an ESS law
and related support tools. 2

* France 2030 regionalised (innovation funding): an official call supports innovation projects
aligned with territorial priorities, including Innovation Strategy 2030 and Cap 2033.14

* Digital grants (DGEN): the Dispositif d’Aide au Digital provides grant ceilings up to 2,000,000 F CFP
for early-stage start-ups and up to 4,000,000 F CFP for start-up development or digital transformation
(with co-financing rates specified). 2

* Digital inclusion: a documented example includes 368,750 F CFP to equip and train 200 workers
with disabilities (digital inclusion and professional insertion training). ¢

* Youth innovation skills: the “PACIFIC GENIUS” programme offers selection-based sessions
combining immersion, expert talks and hackathons. 12

* Entrepreneurship finance intermediation: public support is reported for Initiative Polynésie
francaise, including an operating subsidy of 37.15 million F CFP to support access to “préts d’honneur”
and accompaniment pathways (including women’s entrepreneurship and innovation pathways). ¢
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ECOSYSTEM

Stakeholders 0 @

Key ecosystem actors mentioned in government or government-adjacent
sources include:
¢ Initiative Polynésie francaise: A non-profit network actor providing
“préts d’honneur” and tailored accompaniment for project holders,
positioned as widening access to entrepreneurship finance. 1
* Adie: Referenced through government communications as supporting
inclusive entrepreneurship and self-employment pathways for people
excluded from traditional banking. 12
* Sofidep: A development finance vehicle describing loans and participatory
tools aimed at strengthening enterprise financing capacity, including
products for new business creation. 1&
* Innovation Outre-Mer: Referenced by ADE in ecosystem-linking
activities connecting overseas innovators with investors and major firms
(including an annual event at Station F). 12
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Support Initiatives @ @

Rather than a large portfolio of social innovation-specific incubators evidenced in public sources, support
initiatives appear anchored in broader innovation and entrepreneurship mechanisms:
* Forum Prospective — Jeunes Entrepreneurs (ADE): an annual-style event positioning itself as a
bridge between project holders, financiers, institutions and support structures. 2
* DGEN’s grant schemes (DAD; digital inclusion; and proposed aid to digital creation) directly support
digital capability building, which can enable mission-driven or inclusive solutions. 2 2L
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CoIIaboratiora @

Collaboration is evidenced through cross-sector strategy processes and thematic collective
programmes:

* Innovation Strategy 2030 implementation is described as mobilising a wide set of actors through
collective intelligence workshops. &

* Convention des Entreprises pour le Climat — CEC Pacifique: a public communiqué indicates
participation of 27 enterprises alongside public administration services in a ~10-month support
programme to create a shared “roadmap” towards more environmentally respectful models. 22

e ESS structuring is framed as occurring through an alliance including Agence Francaise de
Développement support for an ESS diagnostic/structuring mission.

AN



https://www.service-public.pf/ade/bilan-de-letude-diagnostique-et-de-structuration-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire-en-polynesie-francaise/
https://www.ispf.pf/content/uploads/Les_creations_d_entreprises_en_2012_0bf4a764d3.pdf
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/le-pays-soutient-initiative-polynesie-francaise-acteur-du-financement-des-tpe-et-pme/
https://www.presidence.pf/63222-2/
https://www.sofidep.pf/creer-mon-entreprise
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/rencontre-avec-la-presidente-dinnovation-outre-mer/
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/bilan-de-letude-diagnostique-et-de-structuration-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire-en-polynesie-francaise/
https://demarche.numerique.gouv.fr/commencer/appel-a-projets-france2030-regionalise-polynesie
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/dispositif-daide-au-digital-dad-3/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/aide-a-linclusion-digitale-aid-en-faveur-de-la-federation-te-niu-o-te-huma/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/event-pacific-genius-laureats-session1-2026/
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/le-pays-soutient-initiative-polynesie-francaise-acteur-du-financement-des-tpe-et-pme/
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/organisation-du-forum-prospective-jeunes-entrepreneurs-2025/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/dispositif-daide-au-digital-dad-3/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/aide-a-linclusion-digitale-aid-en-faveur-de-la-federation-te-niu-o-te-huma/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/projet-de-loi-du-pays-relatif-a-la-creation-dun-dispositif-daide-a-la-creation-numerique/
https://www.assemblee.pf/actualite/article/lancement-de-la-mise-en-%C5%93uvre-de-la-strategie-de-l_innovation-2030-de-la-polynes/9834
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2025/04/COMMUNIQUE-DU-PRESIDENT-Clap-de-fin-pour-la-Convention-des-Entreprises-pour-le-Climat-en-Polynesie-.pdf

FINANCE
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Financing Schemes® &

A mix of territorial instruments and France-linked mechanisms can support innovation with social or
environmental outcomes:

* France 2030 regionalised: State contribution for French Polynesia’s innovation strategy is reported
as €1.68 million, plus €300,000 for territorial engineering support for project holders, with
programme operators referenced as Banque des Territoires and Bpifrance. 2

* Public investment incentives: tax incentive/defiscalisation mechanisms for investment are
described by the Chamber of Accounts as a key policy tool (with public policy alignment and job
creation objectives). 12

* Credit guarantees: AFD’s SOGEFOM guarantee fund is described as typically covering 50-70% of
loan amounts (and up to 80% for creation of a new micro-enterprise), supporting access to bank
loans. 24

* Local entrepreneurship finance: Sofidep’s PACE product indicates financing for small enterprise
creation up to 5 million F CFP. 18

* Blended support with accompaniment: Initiative Polynésie frangaise combines “préts d’honneur”
with coaching, supported by public operating subsidies, which can be relevant for early-stage

mission-driven entrepreneurs. 1¢ )
N

Financing Inclusivity

Targeting of underrepresented groups is evidenced mainly through programme examples and
thematic pathways:
* Disability inclusion: a documented digital inclusion grant targets workers with disabilities
through equipment and training. ¢
* Women entrepreneurs: Initiative Polynésie francaise is described as developing an
“entrepreneuriat au féminin” pathway. 1¢
* Youth: PACIFIC GENIUS targets secondary school students with structured innovation skills
development. 12
* Outer islands: Sofidep notes that its financing approach considers geographic constraints,
including remote archipelagos. 12
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Public Awareness of Social Innovation
While “social innovation” is not consistently used as a formal label, public evidence shows increasing
visibility of ESS and inclusive development narratives through council-of-ministers communications and
ADE-led public updates on ESS structuring. 2 2
Public-facing programmes and events also signal adjacent discourse. 22 22
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Research Q @
Public evidence reviewed did not identify dedicated territory-based research centres or academic
programmes explicitly labelled “social innovation.”
Innovation Strategy 2030 nonetheless frames innovation as supporting sustainable and inclusive
development. £
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Education & Human Capitaa @

Human capital measures relevant to innovation and inclusion are publicly evidenced through skills pipelines
and vocational credentialing:
* PACIFIC GENIUS provides structured exposure to digital/innovation themes through immersion,
expert events and hackathons. 12
* A council-of-ministers note reports creation of a professional title for forest restoration and
regeneration agents as part of a 2023—-2028 skills plan (supporting green transition capacity). 2
* Digital inclusion programmes include structured training pathways (CV support, interview preparation
and office IT skills) for people with disabilities. ¢



https://www.caissedesdepots.fr/eclairage/actualites/accompagner-la-strategie-dinnovation-de-la-polynesie-francaise
https://www.ccomptes.fr/sites/default/files/2025-07/PFR2025009_0.pdf
https://www.afd.fr/en/sogefom-guarantee-fund-facilitates-msme-access-bank-loans
https://www.sofidep.pf/creer-mon-entreprise
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/le-pays-soutient-initiative-polynesie-francaise-acteur-du-financement-des-tpe-et-pme/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/aide-a-linclusion-digitale-aid-en-faveur-de-la-federation-te-niu-o-te-huma/
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/le-pays-soutient-initiative-polynesie-francaise-acteur-du-financement-des-tpe-et-pme/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/event-pacific-genius-laureats-session1-2026/
https://www.sofidep.pf/creer-mon-entreprise
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/bilan-de-letude-diagnostique-et-de-structuration-de-leconomie-sociale-et-solidaire-en-polynesie-francaise/
https://www.presidence.pf/conseil_ministres/conseil-des-ministres-du-28-mars-2026/
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/organisation-du-forum-prospective-jeunes-entrepreneurs-2025/
https://www.service-public.pf/ade/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2025/04/COMMUNIQUE-DU-PRESIDENT-Clap-de-fin-pour-la-Convention-des-Entreprises-pour-le-Climat-en-Polynesie-.pdf
https://www.service-public.pf/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Strategie-Innovation-Polynesie-2030.pdf
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/event-pacific-genius-laureats-session1-2026/
https://www.presidence.pf/conseil_ministres/conseil-des-ministres-du-28-mars-2026/
https://www.service-public.pf/dgen/aide-a-linclusion-digitale-aid-en-faveur-de-la-federation-te-niu-o-te-huma/

Entrepreneurship

countries
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Business
Environment

France was ranked 32nd
in Doing Business 2020;
the Doing Business
project has since been
discontinued, so this
serves as a legac

benchmark only.
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Innovation Capacity

France ranks 13th/139
economies in the 2025

Global Innovation Index
(WIPO). 2

Comeparable international indicators generally report at France national level (French
Polynesia is not separately ranked), but they provide a baseline reference point:

8.7%

Social
entrepreneurship

France’s total early-stage
entrepreneurial activity (TEA)
is reported at 8.7% in 2024
(GEM). 26

plans provide context:

l%\\

Solidarity

Territorial planning: the
PCPF 2030 Plan d’action
embeds pillars linked to
biodiversity protection
and solidarity between
territories and
generations, supporting
an enabling policy
narrative for
mission-oriented
innovation. 12

Social & Environmental Consciousness

Political

France
participation (

reference

CAPF’s World Giving
Index reports 30%
volunteered time

(past month) in
France (WGI 2024).
28

Where territory-level benchmark indicators were not identified, national-level indicators and territorial

N 306

Volunteering

2

I 80 countries

Sustainability

| 2th

Environmental
performance (France
reference): France
ranks |12th in the
Environmental
Performance Index
2024,and | Ith on the
Climate Change
category within that
index. 22

This snapshot was developed with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social Innovation by One Family
Foundation. Updated April 2026.

Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:



https://www.wipo.int/gii-ranking/en/france
https://www.gemconsortium.org/news/a-year-of-contrast-for-entrepreneurship-in-france
https://archive.doingbusiness.org/en/data/exploreeconomies/france
https://www.service-public.pf/sde/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2024/12/PCPF_PlanActioncomplet_amende_20241211_compressed.pdf
https://www.bcause.bg/docs/World%20Giving%20Index%202024.pdf
https://epi.yale.edu/country/2024/FRA
https://governmentcouncil.org/gcsi-members

