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Country Snapshot

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Libya’s social innovation ecosystem.

Q Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Official Definition of Social Innovation &

No national legal or policy definition labeled explicitly as “social innovation” was identified in the core
official legal/institutional sources prioritized here; enabling policy language is more often framed
around cooperatives, entrepreneurship, and sectoral development. 2 2

Government Body for Social Innovation &

A dedicated “social innovation” agency is not evident, but adjacent bodies exist:

INFOCOOP (cooperative authority): positioned as the authority of application for cooperative
policy, including regulation, supervision/control, promotion, and a registry function. 13 2
Ministry for the Promotion of Entrepreneurship (created via reforms discussed publicly by the
legislature) to address sector entrepreneurship and design/coordinate policies for
“emprendimientos.” 2

Government Strategy for Social Innovation 0

Unspecified: no public, standalone “social innovation strategy” was identified. The IMF’s macro
policy recommendations emphasize public investment, human capital, targeted social spending, and
improved governance/rule-of-law—conditions that would indirectly enable scaling of social
solutions. 4

Policies, Laws & Regulations &

Key framework elements shaping enabling conditions:

Cooperative framework: cooperative law establishes governance architecture and the cooperative
authority (INFOCOOP). 12

Foreign Agents regime: Law 1040 defines the scope and purpose of regulating persons/entities using
foreign financing and establishes foreign-agent registration logic. 2

NGO regulation/control: ICNL reports that Law | 115 and its regulation introduce advance
notification and reporting expectations for receiving foreign donations and other controls relevant
to foreign-funded initiatives. & 14

Official statistics @

No official “social innovation statistics” series was found; however, the 2026 budget/program document
for INFOCOORP reports cooperative sector scale (active cooperatives and members), functioning as a
proxy for organized social-economy capacity.12 12



https://noticias.asamblea.gob.ni/fortalecemos-atencion-a-nuestros-emprendedores-y-cooperativas/
https://www.pgr.gob.ni/instituto-nicaraguense-de-fomento-cooperativo/
https://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2026/01/23/pr-26015-nicaragua-imf-executive-board-concludes-2025-article-iv-consultation
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/nic62875.pdf
https://www.pgr.gob.ni/instituto-nicaraguense-de-fomento-cooperativo/
https://noticias.asamblea.gob.ni/fortalecemos-atencion-a-nuestros-emprendedores-y-cooperativas/
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/nic62875.pdf
https://www.accessnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LEY-DE-REGULACION-DE-AGENTES-EXTRANJEROS-pdf.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2026/01/23/pr-26015-nicaragua-imf-executive-board-concludes-2025-article-iv-consultation
https://www.icnl.org/resources/library/regulation-of-law-1115-decree-01-2023-la-gaceta-31
https://www.oibescoop.org/organismos_integr/instituto-nicaraguense-de-fomento-cooperativo-infocoop/
https://consortiumlegal.com/2026/02/10/las-cooperativas-de-ahorro-y-credito-y-su-marco-legal-en-nicaragua/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Government Programs to promote Social Innovation Q @

Not branded as “social innovation,” but innovation-ecosystem programs exist:

A national university incubation program explicitly supports ventures with
social/environmental/economic impact pathways (incubation and mentoring model). 1¢

Disaster risk finance and insurance instruments are described by the VWorld Bank as enabling rapid
liquidity after shocks (indirectly protecting service continuity). 12

ECOSYSTEM

N
Stakeholders @ &
Ecosystem pillars visible in primary sources:
Cooperative sector + regulator (formalized collective action channel). 12 2
Higher education incubators (venture pipeline via hackathons/contests —
incubation). 1
MDB-linked digital inclusion supporting service delivery and inclusion
(broadband/last-mile). 1&
J

Support initiatives % &

IDB documentation emphasizes digital inclusion and broader development programs (enabling but
indirect). 18

University programs provide structured pathways for hi-potential, socially oriented ventures. &

Collaboration Q @

Collaboration is likeliest where framed as technical/programmatic (digital inclusion, disaster risk,
service delivery); civic space restrictions can increase transaction costs for independent
multi-stakeholder coalitions and foreign-funded CSO work. 1

FINANCE

Estimated annual funding for Social Innovation (v

Unspecified: no consolidated national estimate of social-innovation finance was identified in IMF
surveillance, government budget material reviewed here, or MDB summaries. 4

.

Key Types of Financing & @

Remittances and macro buffers play a central role in household resilience and microenterprise space
(IMF notes high remittances growth as a driver of recent performance). 4

Donor/MDB finance is visible in infrastructure and risk management (World Bank risk pooling; IDB
digital inclusion). 1Z 18

Sanctions compliance increases financing friction for cross-border partners and counterparties (EU
and U.S. measures). 12 L1

J

Inclusiveness / access

Financing inclusiveness is most structurally supported where channels reach rural/community
organizations (cooperatives; last-mile digital connectivity), but beneficiary-disaggregated public
data was not identified in the reviewed documents. 12
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https://www.unan.edu.ni/index.php/convocatorias-y-anuncios/programa-de-incubacion-de-emprendimientos-cientificos-y-tecnologicos-carlos-fonseca-amador.odp
https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2021/11/01/pooling-catastrophe-risk-to-protect-against-natural-hazards-nicaragua-s-experience-in-disaster-risk-management-and-finan
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/nic62875.pdf
https://www.pgr.gob.ni/instituto-nicaraguense-de-fomento-cooperativo/
https://www.unan.edu.ni/index.php/convocatorias-y-anuncios/programa-de-incubacion-de-emprendimientos-cientificos-y-tecnologicos-carlos-fonseca-amador.odp
https://crf.iadb.org/en/2020-2023/stories/reducing-digital-gap-nicaragua
https://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2026/01/23/pr-26015-nicaragua-imf-executive-board-concludes-2025-article-iv-consultation
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2024/chapters/IA2024_4B_NIC_EN.pdf
https://crf.iadb.org/en/2020-2023/stories/reducing-digital-gap-nicaragua
https://www.unan.edu.ni/index.php/convocatorias-y-anuncios/programa-de-incubacion-de-emprendimientos-cientificos-y-tecnologicos-carlos-fonseca-amador.odp
https://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2026/01/23/pr-26015-nicaragua-imf-executive-board-concludes-2025-article-iv-consultation
https://crf.iadb.org/en/2020-2023/stories/reducing-digital-gap-nicaragua
https://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2026/01/23/pr-26015-nicaragua-imf-executive-board-concludes-2025-article-iv-consultation
https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2021/11/01/pooling-catastrophe-risk-to-protect-against-natural-hazards-nicaragua-s-experience-in-disaster-risk-management-and-finan
https://crf.iadb.org/en/2020-2023/stories/reducing-digital-gap-nicaragua
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/29/nicaragua-council-extends-restrictive-measures-for-another-year/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sb0409

SOCIETY

Public Awareness of social innovation

Publicly visible narratives emphasize cooperatives, entrepreneurship, and applied innovation; university
programming explicitly frames innovation around social/environmental/economic impact. 2 1

J/
Research on Social Innovation Q @
Unspecified: no national S| observatory or Sl research series was identified; innovation capability is best
observed through indicator frameworks (Gll) and program pipelines (incubators). 8 1&
N
Education & Human Capital Q @
UNAN-Managua’s incubation program describes mentorship, validation, and linkages to
financing/acceleration pathways for innovative projects (including those with social/environmental
impacts). 1¢
J
N
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and was not reviewed by a representative of the government of Nicaragua. Updated December 2025.
Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:

This snapshot was developed, with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social Innovation by One Family Foundation,



https://noticias.asamblea.gob.ni/fortalecemos-atencion-a-nuestros-emprendedores-y-cooperativas/
https://www.unan.edu.ni/index.php/convocatorias-y-anuncios/programa-de-incubacion-de-emprendimientos-cientificos-y-tecnologicos-carlos-fonseca-amador.odp
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/gii-ranking/2025/ni.pdf
https://gemconsortium.org/country-profiles
https://www.unan.edu.ni/index.php/convocatorias-y-anuncios/programa-de-incubacion-de-emprendimientos-cientificos-y-tecnologicos-carlos-fonseca-amador.odp
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/gii-ranking/2025/ni.pdf
https://www.unan.edu.ni/index.php/convocatorias-y-anuncios/programa-de-incubacion-de-emprendimientos-cientificos-y-tecnologicos-carlos-fonseca-amador.odp
https://epi.yale.edu/country/2024/NIC
https://epi.yale.edu/measure/2024/PCC
https://rulesofactivism.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Democracy-Index-2024.pdf
https://www.idis.org.br/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/08/World-Giving-Index-2024.pdf
https://governmentcouncil.org/

