
Enabling Social Innovation 
in Saint Kitts and Nevis
Country Snapshot

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Saint Kitts and Nevis’ social innovation ecosystem. 

Direct focus on social innovation Connected but indirect focus on social innovation No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

There is no legal or working government definition of social innovation in Saint Kitts and Nevis. 
1

Official Definition of Social Innovation

Government Strategy for Social Innovation

There is no standalone strategy for social innovation. However, the 2023 Sustainable Island 
State Agenda (SISA) includes relevant goals such as inclusion, resilience, and financial 
empowerment 3 1.

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches 
to address societal challenges facing people and planet.” 1 

Government Body for Social Innovation

There is no dedicated agency for social innovation. The concept is supported indirectly through 
ministries such as Social Development and Entrepreneurship. 2

• The Social Protection Act (2018) sets the framework for a comprehensive social safety net 
4.

• The Cooperative Societies Act (2011) provides the legal basis for cooperatives and credit 
unions 5.

• The Small Business Development Act (2009) offers incentives for micro, small, and 
medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) 6.

• The Special Sustainability Zones Bill (2025) introduces social safeguards for large projects 
3.

• There is no dedicated social enterprise or CSR law; however, registered NGOs benefit from tax 
exemptions and corporate donation deductibility under the Non-Governmental Organisations 
Act (2017).

Policies, Laws & Regulations

Official statistics

The government does not collect statistics on social innovation. Only four cooperatives were 
registered as of 2017 5.

https://www.gov.kn/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/St-Kitts-Nevis-Goals-VNR-Report-2023-Final-1.pdf
https://www.sknis.gov.kn/2023/12/04/st-kitts-and-nevis-shares-its-bold-vision-of-becoming-a-sustainable-island-state-with-the-rest-of-the-world-at-cop28/
https://www.gov.kn/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/St-Kitts-Nevis-Goals-VNR-Report-2023-Final-1.pdf
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
http://www.social.gov.kn/
https://www.sknis.gov.kn/2018/03/26/social-protection-bill-2018/
http://www.ica.coop/
https://skncustoms.com/pdfs/Ch-20_61-Small-Business-Development-Act.pdf
https://www.sknis.gov.kn/2023/12/04/st-kitts-and-nevis-shares-its-bold-vision-of-becoming-a-sustainable-island-state-with-the-rest-of-the-world-at-cop28/
http://www.ica.coop/


• The LIFT program combines conditional cash transfers with skills training for low-income families 
and began in 2023 7.

• ASPIRE, launched in 2023, provides EC$1,000 investments and financial literacy training for 
children 8.

• The Youth Entrepreneurial Advancement Scheme (YEAS) offers youth startup training and 
seed grants since 2023 9.

• The Women’s Employment, Entrepreneurship and Financial Inclusion Project (WEEFIP) 
provides skills and entrepreneurship support for women since 2021 10.

Government Programs

ECOSYSTEM

• Civil society actors include NGOs such as Girls Illuminated and 
Positively Inclined 11.

• Credit unions and cooperatives form a small but significant 
network, with some youth-focused initiatives 5.

• Support organisations include the Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC) St. Kitts, which offers MSME 
training, and the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB), 
which supports financial literacy 12.

There are no dedicated social innovation think tanks or 
incubators in the country.

Stakeholders

zzzz
• The Building Bankable Businesses initiative provides a six-week financial readiness 

program for aspiring entrepreneurs 13.
• The SBDC regularly conducts training in basic entrepreneurship and marketing skills 12.

Support initiatives

• Ministries collaborate with financial institutions such as the National Bank and ECCB, as 
well as the Taiwan Mission, for program implementation 10 13.

• Few national events are focused on social innovation. A notable past example includes the 2015 
UNDP-supported spoken word contest addressing crime prevention 11.

Collaboration

FINANCE

• Government programs are the main source of funding. LIFT is estimated to spend over 
EC$25 million annually, and ASPIRE invested EC$4 million in youth accounts 7 8.

• Loans are available through the Development Bank and National Bank, and credit 
unions remain active in providing financial access 14.

• Donor support includes the Taiwan Mission for WEEFIP and contributions from UN 
agencies to youth and social protection programs 10 11.

Financing Schemes

Government and donor programs explicitly target women (WEEFIP), youth (YEAS, ASPIRE), 
rural households (LIFT), and financially excluded entrepreneurs 7 8 9.

Inclusiveness of Financing

https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/media/4771/file/Saint%20Kitts%20%26%20Nevis%20Country%20Profile.pdf.pdf
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.bb.undp.org/
http://www.ica.coop/
https://miticca.gov.kn/small-business-development/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
https://miticca.gov.kn/small-business-development/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.bb.undp.org/
https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/media/4771/file/Saint%20Kitts%20%26%20Nevis%20Country%20Profile.pdf.pdf
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.devbankkn.com/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.bb.undp.org/
https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/media/4771/file/Saint%20Kitts%20%26%20Nevis%20Country%20Profile.pdf.pdf
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/


SOCIETY

The public has limited familiarity with the term "social innovation." However, government programs 
such as ASPIRE are widely promoted as transformational policies, which helps increase indirect 
awareness 8.

Public Awareness of social innovation

• The Junior Achievement program introduces entrepreneurship concepts in secondary schools 
10.

• Institutions such as AVEC and CFBC provide vocational and tertiary-level entrepreneurship 
training 12.

• ASPIRE includes educator training sessions that support national financial literacy curricula 8.

Education & Human Capital

There are no dedicated research centers for social innovation. Evaluation of initiatives is primarily 
conducted through donor or government reporting, such as UNICEF studies 7.

Research

Entrepreneurship
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There is no available 
GEM data, though 

youth social 
entrepreneurship 

appears to be increasing 
anecdotally.

Saint Kitts and Nevis 
ranked 139th out of 190 

in the 2020 World 
Bank Doing Business 

report. 15
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There is no 
World Values 
Survey data 

available. 

Political participation 
remains strong, with 
voter turnout around 

68%. 18

The Charities Aid 
Foundation reports 

about 45% participation 
in charitable activities. 19

Informal community 
support and 
church-based 

volunteerism are 
common. 17

This snapshot was developed, with the use of AI, for the Government Council for Social Innovation by One Family Foundation, 
and was not reviewed by a representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis’ government. Updated December 2025.

Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here: https://governmentcouncil.org/

http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
https://miticca.gov.kn/small-business-development/
http://www.sknis.gov.kn/
https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/media/4771/file/Saint%20Kitts%20%26%20Nevis%20Country%20Profile.pdf.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-2000-2022-en-main-report-global-innovation-index-2022-15th-edition.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/7ab6c8a0-9a5e-5188-adbb-dfc07cef90ff
http://www.ipu.org/
https://www.givingtuesday.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Generosity-LAC-Report.pdf
https://www.cafonline.org/insights/research/world-giving-index
https://governmentcouncil.org/

