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This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Slovenia’s social innovation ecosystem. 

Direct focus on social innovation Connected but indirect focus on social innovation No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

In Slovenia’s Sustainable Smart Specialisation Strategy (S5), social innovations (“družbene inovacije”) 
are framed as products, services or models that create social value and sustainable impact while 
considering economic and environmental constraints. 2

Official Definition of Social Innovation

Government Strategy for Social Innovation

Relevant strategic elements appear in:
• S5 (smart specialisation), which includes incentives for social innovations linked to societal 

challenges. 2
• The Strategy for the Development of the Social Economy 2025–2035 and the Programme of 

Measures 2026–2030. 4,5

Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches 
to address societal challenges facing people and planet.” 1 

Government Body for Social Innovation

Social innovation-relevant governance is anchored in the social economy:
• The Council for Social Economy (Svet za socialno ekonomijo), established by government decree 

(2019), serves as an expert and consultative body coordinating social economy policy. 3
• It prepares strategy proposals, reviews programmes, and monitors implementation. 3

Key enabling frameworks are primarily within the social economy:
• Social Entrepreneurship Act (ZSocP), defining social enterprise status and governance rules. 6
• Supporting tools include public asset access, reserved procurement, tax allocation mechanisms, 

and loan access via SID banka. 7
• The 2025–2035 strategy is formalised via Official Gazette decree. 4

Policies, Laws & Regulations

Official statistics

Slovenia maintains administrative datasets supporting ecosystem visibility:
• Register of Social Enterprises (open data portal). 8
• ENO register of NGOs in public interest (AJPES). 9
• Social enterprises submit annual reports including dedicated sections. 7

https://www.gov.si/assets/ministrstva/MKRR/Slovenska-strategija-trajnostne-pametne-specializacije-S5-marec2022.pdf
https://www.gov.si/assets/ministrstva/MKRR/Slovenska-strategija-trajnostne-pametne-specializacije-S5-marec2022.pdf
https://www.socialeconomynews.eu/en/slovenia-strategy-for-the-development-of-the-social-economy-2025-2035-approved/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2026-03-18-sprejet-program-ukrepov-za-izvajanje-strategije-razvoja-socialne-ekonomije-za-obdobje-20262030/
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
https://arhiv2023.skupnostobcin.si/2019/08/odlok-o-ustanovitvi-sveta-vlade-republike-slovenije-za-socialno-ekonomijo/
https://arhiv2023.skupnostobcin.si/2019/08/odlok-o-ustanovitvi-sveta-vlade-republike-slovenije-za-socialno-ekonomijo/
https://www.uradni-list.si/glasilo-uradni-list-rs/vsebina/2018-01-0545
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/
https://www.socialeconomynews.eu/en/slovenia-strategy-for-the-development-of-the-social-economy-2025-2035-approved/
https://podatki.gov.si/dataset/evidenca-socialnih-podjetij
https://podatki.gov.si/dataset/evidenca-socialnih-podjetij
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/


Public programmes combine strategic implementation and targeted calls:
• Programme of Measures 2026–2030 (€28.4M; 14 measures). 5
• Targeted calls include: €1.5M (2023–2024), €400K (2024–2025), and €900K ESF+ advocacy support 

(2025–2029). 10,11,12

• Public support includes development of social impact measurement models. 7

Government Programs

ECOSYSTEM

• The Council for Social Economy enables cross-sector 
coordination. 3

• The EU Social Economy Gateway maps support actors (e.g. 
BODI SOC, sPOINT, SPOT, SPIRIT). 13

Stakeholders

zzzz• Mix of formal and informal training and support; many depend on project-based funding. 13

• Regional initiatives provide outreach, training, and networking. 13

Support initiatives

• OECD collaboration has supported ecosystem reviews and action planning. 7
• Programme of Measures 2026–2030 includes monitoring and reporting mechanisms. 5

Collaboration

FINANCE

• Grants: €1.5M (2023–2024) and €400K (2024–2025). 10,11

• ESF+ ecosystem funding: €900K (2025–2029). 12

• Fiscal incentives: up to 1% income tax allocation to eligible organisations. 7
• Loans: micro-loans (€5K–€25K) and larger loans (up to €10M) via SID banka. 7
• Private finance: EU mapping highlights impact investors such as FUND2740. 13

Financing Schemes

• Focus on vulnerable groups and job creation. 7
• Place-based targeting (e.g. border regions). 11

Inclusiveness of Financing

SOCIETY

Public visibility is mainly through social economy and entrepreneurship frameworks, with increased 
emphasis in recent policy programmes. 5 7

Public Awareness of social innovation

https://www.gov.si/novice/2026-03-18-sprejet-program-ukrepov-za-izvajanje-strategije-razvoja-socialne-ekonomije-za-obdobje-20262030/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2023-04-17-15-milijona-evrov-za-razvoj-projektov-zadruznistva-in-socialne-ekonomije-v-2023-in-2024/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-04-05-javni-razpis-za-spodbujanje-dejavnosti-socialnih-podjetij-in-zadrug-na-obmejnih-problemskih-obmocjih/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-11-18-objavljen-je-javni-razpis-za-oblikovanje-zagovorniske-organizacije-na-podrocju-socialne-ekonomije/
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/
https://arhiv2023.skupnostobcin.si/2019/08/odlok-o-ustanovitvi-sveta-vlade-republike-slovenije-za-socialno-ekonomijo/
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/my-country/slovenia_en
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/my-country/slovenia_en
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/my-country/slovenia_en
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2026-03-18-sprejet-program-ukrepov-za-izvajanje-strategije-razvoja-socialne-ekonomije-za-obdobje-20262030/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2023-04-17-15-milijona-evrov-za-razvoj-projektov-zadruznistva-in-socialne-ekonomije-v-2023-in-2024/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-04-05-javni-razpis-za-spodbujanje-dejavnosti-socialnih-podjetij-in-zadrug-na-obmejnih-problemskih-obmocjih/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-11-18-objavljen-je-javni-razpis-za-oblikovanje-zagovorniske-organizacije-na-podrocju-socialne-ekonomije/
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/my-country/slovenia_en
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-04-05-javni-razpis-za-spodbujanje-dejavnosti-socialnih-podjetij-in-zadrug-na-obmejnih-problemskih-obmocjih/
https://www.gov.si/novice/2026-03-18-sprejet-program-ukrepov-za-izvajanje-strategije-razvoja-socialne-ekonomije-za-obdobje-20262030/
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/


• No dedicated degree programmes; relevant content is embedded in broader curricula. 13

Education & Human Capital

• Government-supported work includes development of social impact measurement models. 7
• CEPS (University of Ljubljana) provides a research anchor linked to social innovation. 14

Research

Entrepreneurship
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This snapshot was developed, with the use of AI, for the Government Council for Social Innovation by One Family 
Foundation. Updated May 2026.

Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here: https://governmentcouncil.org/

https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/my-country/slovenia_en
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/social-entrepreneurship/
https://social-economy-gateway.ec.europa.eu/my-country/slovenia_en
https://www.wipo.int/gii-ranking/en/slovenia
https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/News/Index/14052
https://governmentcouncil.org/

