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Social innovation: "the processes and outcomes of developing novel approaches
to address societal challenges facing people and planet” 1

This snapshot represents a descriptive, non-exhaustive overview of key highlights from Sweden’s social innovation ecosystem.

Q Direct focus on social innovation @ Connected but indirect focus on social innovation Q No focus on social innovation

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Official Definition of Social Innovation &

While no single statutory national definition of social innovation was identified in public law, the Swedish
ESF Council uses an operational definition drawn from the EU social innovation field: innovations that
are social in both their goals and means, meeting social needs while creating new relationships and
collaborations.The 2018 government strategy instead focused on social enterprises and their role in
building “a sustainable society through social enterprise and social innovation.” 23

Government Body for Social Innovation 9

Rather than a standalone ministry for social innovation, responsibility is spread across several public
actors:
* Vinnova (Swedish Agency for Innovation Systems) promotes sustainable growth through
innovation systems and funds needs-driven innovation. 4
* The Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth (Tillvixtverket) supports
enterprise, regional development and social enterprise-related work. 2
* The Swedish ESF Council administers ESF+ and includes a dedicated national programme area
for social innovation. ¢

Government Strategy for Social Innovation v

Sweden has an identifiable national policy anchor through the 2018 strategy for social enterprises —
a sustainable society through social enterprise and social innovation. It aimed to strengthen the
development of social enterprises and improve public-sector recognition of them as contributors to
sustainable societal development. Broader national innovation policy also supports innovation for
sustainable development, though not always under a specific social innovation label. 2 Z

Policies, Laws & Regulations (v] @

Relevant framework elements include:
lﬁaj * Act (2022:900) on registration of idea-based organisations, in force from | January 2023,
creating a special register for idea-based organisations in publicly funded welfare. This increases
visibility and differentiation in procurement and choice systems. &

* Public procurement rules and guidance allow reserved contracts and employment
requirements for suppliers whose main purpose is social or professional integration of
disadvantaged groups. 2

* Sweden also has adjacent legal frameworks for co-operatives and foundations, which support the
broader social economy landscape. 12



https://www.esf.se/stod-och-finansiering/easisweden/nationell-kontaktpunkt-for-programdelen-for-sysselsattning-och-social-innovation-easi/
https://www.regeringen.se/regeringsuppdrag/2018/02/uppdrag-att-stodja-utveckling-av-sociala-foretag/
https://www.government.se/government-agencies/swedish-agency-for-innovation-systems/
https://tillvaxtverket.se/tillvaxtverket/publikationer/arkiveradepublikationer/publikationer2021/socialaforetagisverigekartlaggningochdialogomdefinition.1423.html
https://www.esf.se/stod-och-finansiering/socialfondsprogrammet-esf-2021-2027/
https://www.regeringen.se/regeringsuppdrag/2018/02/uppdrag-att-stodja-utveckling-av-sociala-foretag/
https://www.government.se/government-policy/innovation/
https://www.onefamilyfoundation.nl/_files/ugd/c33aed_afb117b2ea574fe5ad51471962eae6c5.pdf
https://www.kammarkollegiet.se/engelska/start/about-us/our-tasks/registration-of-idea-based-organisations
https://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/en/sustainable-public-procurement/socialt-hallbar-upphandling/procurement-with-the-aim-of-increasing-employment/procurer--employment-requirements/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf

Official Statistics &

While Sweden does not appear to publish official statistics specifically labelled “social innovation,” it has
strong adjacent official statistics on civil society and non-profit institutions.

« Statistics Sweden (SCB) publishes official statistics on civil society. !

« Since 2021, this has been part of Sweden’s official statistics system. 11

« SCB also maintains satellite-account style statistics for non-profit institutions and civil society. 11 12

Government Programs Q @

Public support is visible through several programmes:

H @ * In 2018, the Government tasked Vinnova to support the development of social enterprises as part of
the national strategy. 2

o ESF+ 2021-2027 includes a distinct programme area for social innovation. ¢

* Government-backed funding through agencies such as Vinnova and Tillvaxtverket also supports
innovation, entrepreneurship and cross-sector collaboration with social relevance. 2 &

ECOSYSTEM

~
Stakeholders Q @
Sweden’s ecosystem is institutionally dense and collaborative. Key actors include:
* Forum for Social Innovation Sweden (FSIS) at Malmo University, a
national knowledge and collaboration platform for social innovation and social
entrepreneurship. 12
* Coompanion Sweden, a major co-operative and social enterprise support
network with regional presence. 12
* Mikrofonden, a social investor for co-operatives and non-profit
organisations. 12
¢ Social Entrepreneurship Forum and CSES (Centre for Social
Entrepreneurship Stockholm) as ecosystem enablers noted in OECD
mapping.l-Q
N J
~
Support Initiatives @ &
% Support infrastructure includes:
% ﬁ » ESF+-funded regional competence centres for social innovation, launched to strengthen
cross-sector solutions. 12
* Vinnova-backed initiatives such as civil society’s innovative solutions for a sustainable society
and Innovative Impact Startups. 1415
* University-based and regional platforms offering coaching, applied research, collaboration spaces and
innovation support. 12 12
J
N

® Collaboration 0 @

n’n Collaboration is a notable strength.
* Swedish practice relies heavily on partnerships among public authorities, universities, civil society

and business. 12 12
* FSIS hosts conferences, events and knowledge-sharing activities.
* Regional and municipal actors in places such as Skane,Vistra Gotaland, Orebro and Umea have
integrated social innovation or social economy approaches into development work. 12

13



https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/business-activities-and-foreign-trade/business-production-sales-and-finances/the-civil-society/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/business-activities-and-foreign-trade/business-production-sales-and-finances/the-civil-society/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/business-activities-and-foreign-trade/business-production-sales-and-finances/the-civil-society/
https://www.scb.se/contentassets/9b5c97d4ae9a4b6fa28141d97000f8bc/nv0117_2023a01_br_x105br2502.pdf
https://mau.se/en/collaboration-and-innovation/innovation/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://www.regeringen.se/regeringsuppdrag/2018/02/uppdrag-att-stodja-utveckling-av-sociala-foretag/
https://www.esf.se/stod-och-finansiering/socialfondsprogrammet-esf-2021-2027/
https://tillvaxtverket.se/tillvaxtverket/publikationer/arkiveradepublikationer/publikationer2021/socialaforetagisverigekartlaggningochdialogomdefinition.1423.html
https://www.esf.se/stod-och-finansiering/socialfondsprogrammet-esf-2021-2027/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://www.vinnova.se/en/m/public-sector/civil-societys-innovative-solutions-for-a-sustainable-society2/
https://www.vinnova.se/en/calls-for-proposals/innovative-startups/innovative-impact-startups-autumn-2023/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://mau.se/en/collaboration-and-innovation/innovation/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://mau.se/en/collaboration-and-innovation/innovation/
https://mau.se/en/collaboration-and-innovation/innovation/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf

FINANCE

Financing Schemes %6

Sweden combines public, EU and philanthropic financing:

* The 2018 strategy was followed by government assignments and, according to the Government
Offices yearbook, SEK 120 million during 2018-2020 for initiatives linked to social enterprises. 1¢

e ESF+ 2021-2027 includes a dedicated social innovation strand.

* Allminna arvsfonden (Swedish Inheritance Fund) is a distinctive public fund financing
non-profit projects for children, youth, older people and persons with disabilities; it reported SEK
1,735 million in inflows in 2025.Z

* Vinnova and Mikrofonden provide additional routes for innovation and social-enterprise finance. 12 14

Financing Inclusivity

Inclusivity features are visible in several schemes:
* ESF+ social innovation is directed toward challenges in social inclusion, labour market
participation and education. ¢
* Procurement guidance highlights opportunities for people facing barriers to labour-market
entry, including young people, newcomers and the long-term unemployed. 2
* The Inheritance Fund and several civil-society programmes target children, youth, persons
with disabilities and older persons.

SOCIETY

Public Awareness of Social Innovation

Public awareness is present, though stronger in ecosystem and policy circles than in a single national
mainstream narrative. A Tillvaxtverket review documents Swedish media visibility around social
enterprises, social entrepreneurship and social innovation over 2008-2019, suggesting sustained public
discourse. 12

Research 0 @

Sweden has a visible research base linked to social innovation and social entrepreneurship.
* Malmé University hosts FSIS and related projects on social innovation for sustainable transition. 12
* OECD’s 2025 country note identifies universities and knowledge bodies as important anchors for
competence-building and policy support. 2

Education & Human Capital Q @

Education and training opportunities are available through universities and ecosystem platforms.
¢ Stockholm University offers a Social Entrepreneurship course explicitly introducing students to social
innovation and social entrepreneurship. 12
* Universities and support bodies also offer multidisciplinary innovation, entrepreneurship and
challenge-driven learning formats. 12 22



https://www.esf.se/stod-och-finansiering/socialfondsprogrammet-esf-2021-2027/
https://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/en/sustainable-public-procurement/socialt-hallbar-upphandling/procurement-with-the-aim-of-increasing-employment/procurer--employment-requirements/
https://www.arvsfonden.se/om-allmanna-arvsfonden/arv-som-utvecklar-sverige
https://www.regeringen.se/contentassets/8d646264c95e4b5297cda74c44062eeb/regeringskansliets-arsbok-2018.pdf
https://www.esf.se/stod-och-finansiering/socialfondsprogrammet-esf-2021-2027/
https://www.arvsfonden.se/om-allmanna-arvsfonden/arv-som-utvecklar-sverige
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://www.vinnova.se/en/m/public-sector/civil-societys-innovative-solutions-for-a-sustainable-society2/
https://tillvaxtverket.se/tillvaxtverket/publikationer/arkiveradepublikationer/publikationer2019/socialaforetagochsocialinnovationimedia20082019.1358.html
https://mau.se/en/collaboration-and-innovation/innovation/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/12/social-economy-in-europe-country-notes_2a940194/sweden_6c5cdffd/26bcafbf-en.pdf
https://www.su.se/english/education/course-catalogue/fe/fe6607
https://mau.se/en/collaboration-and-innovation/innovation/
https://www.su.se/english/education/course-catalogue/ml/ml251n

Entrepreneurship

Sweden remains one of Europe’s strongest innovation environments
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Social & Environmental Consciousness

Sweden remains one of Europe’s strongest innovation environments
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This snapshot was developed, with the use of Al, for the Government Council for Social Innovation by One Family

Foundation. Updated June 2026.

Learn more about the Global State of Social Innovation here:



https://governmentcouncil.org/gcsi-members
https://epi.yale.edu/country/2024/SWE
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/en/topics/climate-transition/sveriges-klimatarbete/swedens-climate-act-and-climate-policy-framework/
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/society-at-a-glance-2024_918d8db3-en/full-report/voting_4cc36656.html
https://www.scb.se/contentassets/9b5c97d4ae9a4b6fa28141d97000f8bc/nv0117_2023a01_br_x105br2502.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/gii-ranking/2025/se.pdf
https://www.gemconsortium.org/report/gem-sweden-20242025
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.BRE.BE.OS?locations=SE

