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A Word From The
Executive Director

Hello everyone,  

Through the challenges of the existing pandemic, 2021-2022 has been a
remarkably busy year for the Redberry Lake Biosphere Region and its
growth. All of this would not have been possible without the dedication and
hard work of our staff and volunteers.

Our 2021 growth encompassed some exciting activities. These include
rebranding with a new unique logo, updating our website, and a boundary
expansion which includes seven rural plus thirteen small urban
municipalities and two First Nation communities. This has led to a name
change from “Biosphere Reserve” to “Biosphere Region” creating more
opportunities for new projects and partnerships. 

As you read our report you will learn more about our organization, the
projects and partners that support us, and the accomplishments achieved
collectively.  We look forward to working in our new enlarged region to
develop innovative projects, establish new partnerships, and generate
opportunities for growth and development for our communities.
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OUR H ISTORY  

The  Redber ry  Lake  B iosphere  Reg ion  embod ies  cu l tu ra l  and  
h i s to r ica l  i n f luence .  Th i s  s tems f rom both  the  Ind igenous  peop les  

who  f i r s t  i nhab i ted  the  a rea  a long  w i th  the  Eu ropean ’ s  who  
se t t led  the  land  in  the  18 th  centu ry .  The  s ta r t  o f  i t  a l l  

however ,  began w i th  the  naming  o f  the  lake-  M ihkomin  
sâkah ikan  (Redber ry  Lake) .



The  sa l ine  lake  got  i t s  name fo r  the  red  ber r ies  that  g row

 here :  S i l ve r  and  Canada Bu f fa lober ry ,  Roseh ips  (P ra i r i e ,  P r i ck l y ,  Woods ’ )  
and  Hawthorn .  The  ber r ies ,  wh ich  a l so  have  med ic ina l  p roper t ies ,  were  
used  as  a  food  source  fo r  I nd igenous  communi t ies  who  t rave l led  to  the
 lake  to  use  the  a rea  as  a  seasona l  s i te  fo r  hunt ing  b i son .  Though  the  

sus tenance  that  was  p rov ided  i s  what  in i t ia l l y  b rought  peop le  to
 re tu rn  each  year ,  the  lake  fu r the r  became known fo r  i t s  sp i r i tua l  

and  cu l tu ra l  s ign i f i cance .  



Cree  Nar ra t i ves  have  long  s ince  regarded Redber ry  Lake  as  a  sp i r i tua l
 p lace .   Many  o r ig in  s to r ies  descr ibe  the  lake  be ing  a  p lace  where  peop le  

went  to  fas t  and  wherehorses  were  seen  emerg ing  f rom the  wate r  
(Mc leod ,  Nea l .  C ree  Nar ra t i ve  Memory :  F rom T reat ies  to  Contemporary  T imes) .  

Over  the  years  these  power fu l  nar ra t i ves ,  a long  w i th  the  lake ’ s  
abundant  food  sources ,  eventua l l y  l ed  to  the  a rea  becoming  

named as  a  meet ing  p lace  fo r  bo th  spec ies  and  cu l tu res  a l i ke .  S ince  
then ,  many  communi t ies  and  the i r  cu l tu res  have  migra ted  to  the  reg ion .  
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DES IGNAT ION

I t  was  d r i ven  by  the  loca l  communi ty  th rough  the  found ing  o f  The  Redber ry  Pe l i can  P ro jec t .
Th i s  p ro jec t  garnered  in te rnat iona l  a t ten t ion  fo r  be ing  recogn i zed  as  an  impor tant  s i te  fo r
the  Amer ican  Wh i te  Pe l i can  to  nes t  and  breed .  Thereaf te r ,  i t  became a  M ig ra to ry  B i rd
Sanctuary ,  p rompt ing  fu r the r  in te res t  in  becoming  a  des ignated  s i te .

The  a rea  i s  no t  a t tached to  a  nat iona l  o r  p rov inc ia l  park  ( l i ke  many  o ther  b iosphere
reg ions) ,  so  i t  i s  un ique  fo r  i t s  landscape .

On  January  2 1 ,  2000  The  Man and the  B iosphere  P rogramme (MAB)  des ignated  the  a rea  o f  the
Redber ry  Lake  wate rshed  as  the  Redber ry  Lake  B iosphere  Reg ion  (RLBR) .   The  RLBR  i s  p resent l y
the  on ly  UNESCO des ignated  b iosphere  reg ion  in  the  p rov ince .

Th i s  des ignat ion  was  la rge ly  s ign i f i cant  fo r  a  few reasons :

LOCAT ION

Located  on  the  edge  o f  the  Aspen  Park land  in  Saskatchewan ,  Canada ,  the  RLBR  s i t s  in  the
cent ra l  no r thwest  co rner  o f  the  p rov ince .  I t  i nc ludes  the  en t i re  Redber ry  Lake  wate rshed
and i t s  borders  wh ich  touch  severa l  mun ic ipa l i t i es  and  smal l  communi t ies .  I t  encompasses
T reaty  6  Te r r i to ry ,  the  t rad i t iona l  te r r i to r ies  o f  the  Cree  Peop les-  M is tawas is  Nêh iyawak ,  
Muskeg  Lake  Cree  Nat ion ,  Lucky  Man Cree  Nat ion  and  the  homelands  o f  the  Mét i s  Nat ion– 
Weste rn  Reg ion  2  and  2A .  The  town o f  Ha f fo rd  i s  the  gateway  to  the  b iosphere  reg ion .  

W i th in  i t s  locat ion  l i es  a  t rans i t iona l  ecosys tem- the  borea l  fo res t  to  the  nor th  and 
grass lands  to  the  south .  A  d ive rse  range  o f  spec ies  inhab i t  the  a rea  and  r i ch ,  fe r t i l e ,  b lack  
so i l s  a re  a  par t  o f  the  natu ra l  env i ronment .   The  reg ion  used  to  be  la rge ly  und is tu rbed  and 
a t  one  po in t  i n  t ime ,  w i ld  b i son  herds  cou ld  be  seen  f ree ly  roaming  the  land .  These  w i ld  he rds ,
 i n  con junct ion  w i th  the  landscape ’ s  natu ra l ,  f e r t i l e  fea tu res  have  la rge ly  cont r ibu ted  to  
the  abundance  o f  d ive rse  h i s to ry  in  the  RLBR  today .
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V I S I O N  &  M I S S I O N

“People and nature- in balance”

Our Vision 
In The Redberry Lake Biosphere Region we share common values of equality,
miyo-mahcihoyān (physical, emotional, mental and spiritual well-being ),
appreciation of local nature, culture and heritage. Interconnectedness is what
sustains our unique landscape, people and economy. We hope to inspire
future generations to live harmoniously in an ecosystem that thrives in
sustainable, environmental practices and community.

In the Redberry Lake Biosphere Region, our mandate of conservation, sustainable

development and capacity building is accomplished through collaboration and

partnerships at the local, provincial, national and international levels. We

partner with businesses, governments, and local organizations to achieve these

goals throughout the region. 

Our Mission 
To nurture a balance between humans and nature where conservation,
shared initiatives and sustainable resource use is encouraged and explored
through research, education, and collaboration.
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Least Chipmunk (Tamias minimus)
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TO RECOGN IZE  THAT  THE  CONCEPT  
OF  MARG INAL  LAND REFERS  ONLY  

TO  AGR ICULTURAL  SU I TAB I L I TY  AND 
THAT  NON-AGR ICULTURAL  LANDS  ARE

 ALSO VALUABLE  TO  SOCIETY  AT  LARGE
 AND ARE  WORTHY  OF  CAREFUL  

MANAGEMENT .



TO  P I LOT  AND DEMONSTRATE  
SUSTA INABLE  DEVELOPMENT  

PRACT ICES  AND SHARE  L ESSONS  
L EARNED  W ITHOTHER  REG IONS  

IN  CANADA .



TO  HAVE  PROF I TABLE  FARMS ,  
BUS INESSES  AND COMMUN ITY

 IN I T IAT IVES .

TO  BU I LD  DEMOCRAT IC  PROCESSES  IN  
DEC IS ION-MAK ING FOR  ACT IONS  THAT  
AFFECT  THE  COMMUN ITY  AND REG ION .



PRESERVE  THE  R IGHT  TO  MEAN INGFUL  

AND D IRECT  PART IC IPAT ION  IN  
DEC IS ION-MAK ING PROCESSES  OF  OUR

 CHO ICE  W ITHOUT  INF LUENCE  FROM 
OUTS IDE  AGENC IES .



TO  ENGAGE  YOUNG PEOPLE  IN  

SE LECT ING AND CREAT ING 
OPPORTUN IT I ES  FOR  RECREAT ION ,

 EMPLOYMENT ,  EDUCAT ION ,
 AND SP IR I TUAL  WEL L-BE ING .



TO  COLLABORATE  W ITH  OTHER
 COMMUN IT I ES ,  AGENC IES  AND

 GOVERNMENTS  IN  AL L  CASES  WHERE  
TANG IBLE  MUTUAL  BENEF I T  I S  ASSURED .

O U R  5  P I L L A R S  O F  E C O L O G I C A L ,  E C O N O M I C  &  C L I M A T E  R E S I L I E N C E

B IOD IVERS ITY  &
CONSERVAT ION

REG IONAL  &  SUSTA INABLE  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY  CAPACITY
BU I LD ING

TO MA INTA IN  A  HEALTHY  ENV IRONMENT
 W ITH  CLEAN WATER ,  CLEAN  A IR  AND A  
THR IV ING D IVERS I TY  OF  NAT IVE  SPEC I ES .



TO  CONT INUE  TO  RESTORE  DEGRADED 
SO I LS  AND WATERS ,  AS  THEY  ARE  OF  

ECOLOGICAL  S IGN I F ICANCE  AND 
NEEDED  FOR  SURV IVAL .

TO  FOSTER  RECONCI L IAT ION  BETWEEN  
IND IGENOUS  AND NON- IND IGENOUS  

PEOPLES  THROUGHLAND-BASED  
PROGRAMS AND STEWARDSH IP .

SUPPORT  M IT IGAT ION AND ADAPTAT ION 
TO CL IMATE  CHANGE  AND OTHER  ASPECTS  

OF  GLOBAL  ENV IRONMENTAL  CHANGE .



CONSERVE  B IOD IVERS I TY ,  RESTORE  AND
 ENHANCE  ECOSYSTEM SERV ICES  AND 

FOSTER  SUSTA INABLE  USE  OF  
NATURAL  RESOURCES .






RECONCI L IAT ION CL IMATE  CHANGE
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REDBERRY  LAKE  B IOSPHERE  
RESERVE  CHANGES  NAME  TO 
“REG ION”  AND EXPANDS I TS  
BORDERS!  
JANUARY  1 ,  202 1

2021 Achievements
RLBR  RECE IVES  TOUR ISM 

SASKATCHEWAN GRANT  FOR  
A  NEW “ EXPER I ENCE  THE
 B IOSPHERE ”  IN I T IAT IVE !

JANUARY  26 ,  202 1

We  are  exc i ted  to  announce  our  
new name:  Redber ry  Lake  B iosphere
Reg ion .  Th i s  comes  in  accordance
wi th  recent l y  expand ing  our  borders
to  inc lude  the  RM 's  o f  Leask ,
B la ine  Lake ,  Meet ing  Lake ,  G reat  Bend ,
Mayf ie ld ,  and  Doug las .  We look  
fo rward  to  connect ing  and  bu i ld ing
par tnersh ips  w i th  these  new
reg iona l  mun ic ipa l i t i es .  We lcome!

The  Redber ry  Lake  B iosphere  Reg ion
rece ived  fund ing  f rom Tour i sm 

Saskatchewan ’ s  Des t inat ion  Exper ience
Deve lopment  P rogram to  launch  a  b rand

new “ E xper ience  the  b iosphere! ”
V i s i to r  Package .



Th is  g rant  w i l l  he lp  showcase  the  fo l low ing :

1 .Our  Commitment  to  g row ing  communi ty
 and  reg iona l  tou r i sm marke ts ;

2 .  C reate  a  new and exc i t ing  exper ience
 fo r  the  RLBR .

GOVERNMENT  OF  CANADA 
ANNOUNCES  LARGE  
INVESTMENT  TO PROTECT
SPEC IES  AT  R ISK  HAB ITAT  
IN  THE  GREATER  REDBERRY
LAKE  B IOSPHERE  RESERVE  
AREA!  (NEWS RELEASE)
FEBRUARY  25 ,  202 1

The  M in i s te r  o f  Env i ronment  and  
C l imate  Change ,  the  Honourab le
Jonathan  Wi l k inson ,  announced that
the  Government  o f  Canada w i l l  
i nves t  $402 ,400  over  th ree  years
to  conserve  and  res to re  hab i ta t  fo r
spec ies  a t  r i s k  in  the  g reate r  Redber ry
Lake  B iosphere  Reserve  a rea .  Located
in  West-Cent ra l  Saskatchewan on  the
t rad i t iona l  lands  o f  the  Mét i s ,  
M is tawas is  Nêh iyawak ,  and  Muskeg
Lake  Cree  Nat ion ,  the  hab i ta t  spans  
over  600 ,000  hectares  and  suppor ts  
many  spec ies ,  i nc lud ing  twenty- two 
l i s ted  spec ies  a t  r i s k ,  such  as  the  
p ip ing  p lover  and  the  bobo l ink .

RLBR  RECE IVES  FUND ING 
FROM THE  GOVERNMENT   

OF  SASKATCHEWAN TO  
EDUCATE  THE  PUBL IC  

ABOUT  CONSERVAT ION
LANDS IN  THE  REG ION

APR I L  1 ,  202 1

The  RLBR  rece ived  fund ing  f rom The
Saskatchewan M in i s t ry  o f  Env i ronment

f i sh  and  Wi ld l i f e  Deve lopment  Fund
(FWDF) .   The  p ro jec t  ob jec t i ve  i s  to
inc rease  pub l ic  unders tand ing  and

awareness  o f  conservat ion  lands  in  the  
RLBR  and  the  ru les  assoc ia ted  w i th  these

lands .   The  funds  w i l l  cont r ibu te  to
des ign ing  s ignage  that  w i l l  be  ins ta l l ed

in  the  spr ing  o f  2022  a t  s i x  l ocat ions .  
 Th i s  i s  a  p i lo t  p ro jec t  that  i f  success fu l ,

w i l l  be  admin is te red  on  o ther  FWDF  lands
across  Saskatchewan .  




REDBERRY  LAKE  B IOSPHERE  REG ION
RE-BRANDS WITH  NEW CREAT IVE
LOGO AND WEBS ITE  TO  MATCH 

MAY 1 ,  202 1

We are  exc i ted  to  announce  that  the  RLBR  has  re-branded w i th  a  un ique ,  c reat i ve  logo  that  was  bu i l t  o f f  o f
the  ex i s t ing  b rand .   The  new logo  b r ings  w i th  i t  a  f resh  v ibe  and  a  per fec t  f i t  fo r  ou r  new s t r i k ing  webs i te

des ign .   Bo th  add i t ions  were  g reat l y  needed and w i l l  be  a  s tap le  fo r  the  RLBR  mov ing  fo rward  in to  the  fu tu re .      
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BUDGET PERFORMANCE
Financial Overview
Our overall budget for 2021 was approximately $250,000 dollars.  The budget was supported by
three different funding organizations.  These include:  Saskatchewan Environment Fish and Wildlife
Development Fund (FWDF), Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC), and Tourism
Saskatchewan.

Budget Allocation
The overall budget for the 2021 RLBR helped to support our 5 pillars of Ecological,
Economic, and Climate Resilience.  The figure below displays the benefit each pillar
received with the highest being Biodiversity and Conservation.         
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Project In-Kind Support Funding 

BUDGET PERFORMANCE CONTINUED....

In-kind support is defined as donations of goods or services that are
received by an organization for use towards project funding. This can
be used as match funding towards cash support that has been
provided by a funding organization.

Each and every project the RLBR conducts, it must seek out in-kind
support.  The figure below displays the in-kind support that the RLBR
received for 2021.  We would like to thank all of the organizations below
who provided us with these contributions!
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PARTNERSHIPS
The Redberry Lake Biosphere receives endless support from our generous partnerships
with other organizations.  These include other non-profits groups, non-governmental
organizations (NGO's), governmental organizations, for-profits, conservation and
stewardship groups, post-secondary educational institutes, rural municipalities, small rural
communities, citizen scientists, volunteers.  The list goes on....

We truly cannot thank these organizations enough for their continued support towards our
goals and initiatives.  The RLBR would not be where it is at today if it wasn't for you.  We will
continue to be a strong support group for whoever may need it! 

THANK YOU! 

OUR PARTNERS
Env i ronment  and  C l imate  Change  Canada (ECCC)
Canad ian  W i ld l i f e  Federa t ion :  Canad ian  Conserva t ion  Corps  (CCC)
Ducks  Un l im i ted  Canada (DUC)
Canad ian  B iosphere  Rese rves  Assoc ia t ion  (CBRA)
Nor th  Saska tchewan R i ve r  Bas in  Counc i l  (NSRBC)
Mis tawas i s  Neh iyawak
Muskeg  Lake  Cree  Nat ion
Natu re  Conservancy  o f  Canada (NCC)
GE  Env i ronmenta l  So lu t ions
P ra i r i e  Conserva t ion  Ac t ion  P lan  (PCAP)
Pr ince  A lbe r t  Mode l  Fo res t  (PAMF)
Saska tchewan M in i s t r y  o f  Env i ronment  (MOE)
Tour i sm Saska tchewan
Natu re  Saska tchewan
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Saska tchewan -  Schoo l  o f  Env i ronment  and  Sus ta inab i l i t y
(SENS)  &  P ra i r i e  Wate r  (G loba l  Wate r  Fu tu res)
Fox  Box  
C i t i zen  Sc ien t i s t s  and  Vo lun tee rs
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A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

“ T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n f i n i t e l y  h e a l i n g  i n  t h e  r e p e a t e d  r e f r a i n s  o f  n a t u r e
– t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  d a w n  c o m e s  a f t e r  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  s p r i n g  a f t e r  t h e

w i n t e r . ”  —  R a c h e l  C a r s o n

 Develop and promote nature-based solutions
 Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) designation for the RLBR
 Create/sustain opportunities for Tourism 
 Join the Living Laboratories Initiative developed by
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
 Continue building long-term relationships with our First
Nation partners through truth and reconciliation
 Designate the buffer zone surrounding Redberry Lake as a
Other effective area-based conservation measures
(OECM)
 Establish other core areas within the expanded RLBR
boundaries

Over the past 4 years, the Redberry Lake Biosphere Region 
has grown significantly.  A vision for positive change and 
forward thinking has brought success to the organization. 
The RLBR continues to strive towards becoming self-
sufficient, solidifying partnerships, promoting sustainable 
land-use practices, and most importantly to protect our 
natural environment.

Our 5 Year Vision...

The list below identifies our goals for the next 5 years:

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.



American Red Squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus)


