	Lesson Three – The Morning Commute

	

Vocabulary

Nouns

A skyscraper – a very tall building
A commute – a drive to work
Commuters – people who drive to work or school
Palm trees – trees in hot tropical areas that produce coconuts
A highway/an expressway– a major, usually long distance road
A lane – the part of the road marked by painted lines
An exit – a lane to get off the highway
An exit ramp – the lane to get off the highway
traffic – cars on the road
speed limit – the fastest speed allowed to drive
a chance of – a possibility of
a backup – cars slowed or stopped in traffic (traffic jam)

Adjectives

Light (traffic) – very little 
Heavy (traffic) – a lot
Oncoming – coming towards you
Cloudy – many clouds
Depressing – causing a feeling of sadness
Multi – indicating (showing) many of something
Posted – made visible (to be seen)




Verbs

To commute – to drive to work or school
To change lanes – to move from one lane to another on a highway
To bode (well) -  to predict/to foretell
Get off – to leave the expressway

Idioms

to head  - to go in a certain direction 

Prepositional Phrases

In the distance – far away
Along the side of – (beside or next to over a distance)
In a quarter mile (1/4)  - within 
At the exit
For the day







Practice:
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words from above:

Nouns and Adjectives


1.  I got to work early this morning.  It usually takes me 45 minutes, but today it only took 30 because the traffic was very ____________.
2. I have a very long ___________ to work.  My drive to work takes over an hour.
3. One big difference between a major city and a small town is that cities have very tall buildings or ___________ and small towns don’t.  Small towns usually just have one- or two-story buildings.
4. Any time a person tries to do something important in life, there is always a possibility that he will not succeed.  There is always a _________ ___ failure.  
5. His new business was so successful that he became a ________-millionaire after only a few years.
6. You can be blinded (can’t see) by the cars coming towards you at night.  The headlights of ______________ cars at night make it difficult to see sometimes.  
7. The doctor’s office ___________ their hours of business on their door and their website last week.  They made their hours visible for their patients to see. 
8. I was late to work this morning because there was a bad accident that caused traffic to stop for many miles. There was a huge ____________ on the expressway.  
9. I love it when I leave the cold winter of Michigan and go to Florida on vacation.  As soon as I see the __________ trees, I feel that I’m in another world.  
10. During winter, there are a lot of clouds and cold temperatures and I often feel very sad without the sun and warmth of summer.  Winter can be very ____________ sometimes.  


Verbs and Idioms and Prepositional Phrases 

11.  It’s important to use one’s mirrors and turn one’s head to see if another car is in the next lane when moving from one lane to another.  One must be very careful when one ________ _________ on a highway because this is how most accidents happen.  
12. You will drive for 20 miles and then _______  ____ the expressway _____ Exit 41.   
13. We could see dark clouds ___  ____  __________, so we decided to go home before they got closer and it started to rain.
14. I decided to live on campus (on school property) while going to college.  I didn’t want to ____________ and drive to class every day.
15. After you turn right on Maple Street, you will see the restaurant, which is __  one mile.  













Answers:
1.  Light    
2. commute
3. skyscrapers
4. chance of
5. multi-millionaire
6. oncoming
7. posted
8. backup
9. palm
10. depressing
11. changes lanes
12. get off     /     at
13. in the distance
14. commute
15. in



